Sconnelltown House ' HABS No. PA-202 .
Fast side of Birmingham Road (LA 15198), '
between State Route 842 (Westi Miner Street)
and Sconnelltown Road (LR 15087)
Sconnelltown (East Bradford Township)
Chester County
Pennsylvania

PHOTCGRAPHS

HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Hlstorlc American Buildings uurvey e
Herltage Conservation and Recreation Serv1ce:{f.{-

Department of the Inte¢1or'”' s

- Washington, D.C. 20243 oo




lLocation:

LT # H
S
LT AR §oe

N
7

HISPCRIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. PA-202

SCONNELLTOWN HCUSS

County Road #15198, north of County Hoad #15087, Cast
Bradford Township, Chester County, Fennsylvania
(Rsft)arenca Yap of Chester County ['Ey County Commissioners/
1956).

Present Owner: _-.Dr, William Plumper III, Birmingham fcad, Zeonnelltown,

West. Cheeter R,D., Pa.

Brief Statement This house, in the Battle of Brandywine area and dating

of 3ignificanga: probably from the mid-eighteenth century, represents a

fairly rare example of a2 house type which was once very
common. Lt also incorporatas a sloping domrmer,

PART T, HISPCRICAL INTCEMATION

A, Fhysical Hlstory
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Original and subsequent owners: Samiel Noyes and daughter
1681-1712; James logan 1710-1712; Hobert Jefferis 1712-1731;
Robert Jefferis, Jr. 1731-1762; George Strode 1762-1768;
faniel Gest 1768-1775; Richard iStrode 1775-1782; John Dilworth
1782-1824; Amos Dilworth 1824-1837; Cheyney Jefferie 1837-1856;
Cheyney James 1856-1860; YWm. Ingram 1860-1865; A. P, Ingram
1865-1876; David Jeull 1876-1878; Paschall Hacker 1878-1885;
Alfred I, Baker 1885-1894; Barclay wWhite 1894-1899; R. 4. white
1899-1908; C, B, Tayloer _.,08—19..1, C. B. Cloud 1911-1927;

J. H, Wharton 1927-1928; W, {. Grow 1928-1955; Wm. Plummer IIX
1955 to date.

Date of erection: Probably mid-eighteenth century.
Architect, builder, suppliers ete.: Unknown.

Original plans, construction etc.: None known. Original house
had two rooms on first floor with board partitions. Second floo:
the same, {ain chimmey in north gable and a second in the south
west corner of houze, - Bake oven was off the north chimmsy, -
Sams wall had stairway and a small closet with window.

Notee on alterations and additions: At socwe time thers had besn
a wing tc the scuth. Partitions have been removed and a liarge
door put into the sast wall so building could be used as a barm.
In the 1798 direct tax, Cepartment of Intermal Hevenue, the
prorerty 1s listed under the name of John Dilworth. The house
is deseribed as of stone, 1 story, 18' by 26', two windows of

5 lights, 1 of three lights z2nd 2 of four lights. The 78 acres
also had an 187 by 1&' log wheelwrizht shop, a log and stone
tarn 16' by 30! with two log stables, 16' by 16! and 10% by 111,
John Dilworth is called a cartwright in the 1782 dead when he
tought the place,
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6, Important old views and refsrencas:
Vigwa: None xnown.
ieferancas: Sources of informaticn all to be found in the
Chester County Historical Society, West Chester, ra.
Classified printed and zanuscript files under headings: »-5&3"‘
Bradford Township.lands.

= 3, Hstorical ZIvents Connected with the Structure: The house i3 in -
the Battle of Brandywine area. It ila a fairly rare example of a
type that was once very comon — & story and a half stons or log
house which the 17378 direct tax, Department of Internal Eevenue.
showa was very prevalent. The survival of the sloping dormer is
also rere in the area, though it was common once.

C. Likely Cources Not Yet Investigated: lNone known.
D.  Supplemental Material:
1. "Register & IZxaminer," West Chester, Pa. December 13, 1836
PUBLIC 3ALR.

"In purseuance of an corder of the Crrhans' Court of Chester
county, will be sold at Fublic fale, on seventh day, the 17th of 12th
month next, at one o’clock in the afterncon, on the premises, a
certain messuage and FLANTATICN, late the property of Amos Dilworth.
deceazed, situate in the toms’*v‘ of Zact-Bradford, in the county
of Chester, adjoining lands of Jacob Jafferis, John James, 3enjamin
Price, and others, centaining NINZTT AiCRIS, or thereabouts. The
improvements are a good stone dnelling house; a large varm, partly
stone and partly log; an axcellent frame wagon house and corm-erid
therein; good stone tehant ncusa; 2 naw spring house, over a naver-
failing spring of excellent water. 4 stream of water passes through
the baynyard, which, with but little expense, mey be made as convenient
a watering place as conld be desired. Thsre.i3 a well at the door
of the dwelling, with a pump therein; also, a stream of water passing.
through the yard., The land is of the firat quality, and in a good
state of cultivation, divided into fields of convenient sizs, and
very woll watered, and a portion thereof well timbered. This propert.y
is zituated about two miles west of the borough of wWest Chester, in
a healthy and highly respectable neighborhood. Any person wishing
to visw the sald premises previous to tha day of sale, will ba shown
them by applyinz to Xlizabeth Dilworth, residing thersecn, or to
Tramor Davis, residing near the proverty. Iossession may be had
the first day of April next, Conditicns at sale.

TLIZABETH JILWIATYH,
JESSE ¥ERCEIR, Admyr! s,
:g‘{vat u‘*.‘\f?u

By the court. H. G. Worrall, Clerk"

‘repared Dy Bart Anderson ~ August, 1958 -
Curator, Chester Couniy Historical Socisty
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1. Architectural Character: This is & fairly rare exanpls of a
one and cne-nall astory log or stone nouse type which was once
very common. It is in poor condition and has been used as a

1. Cverall dimensions: One and a half stories; 20' by 27'.

he Chimneys: Stone chimneys in north gable and a corner cne in

&« CToorways and doors: Original openings remain except for
small closet window which has ween filled in and a large
barn docr has been put into the east wall.

be ‘Windows and shuttsrs: Cese above., 4An original or very esrly
shutter remains on the window to ths left of the front door

in the west wall, The south windowa have heen mads into
doors to enter a wing which had been added to that side =

2. Shaps, covering: Cteep pltch - wood shingles,

¢, Dormers: (ne sloving dormer on the west roof

PART IX. ARCEITECTURAL INFCI{ATION
A. General ‘tatement
harn for several years.
2., Condition of Fabric: Very poor.
B. Technical Deseription of Exterior
2. Foundations: 3Stons,
3. Wall construction: OStoney masonry.
gouthwest corner.
5. Cpenings
has baeen taken away.
6. Rouof
be Cornice, eaves: Original,
Ce

Technical Description of Interiors

1. Floor Flans: House had had 4wo rooms on eachk floor with board
rartitions ail of which have been removed, orth wall had
cooking fireplace and stairway and a closet; south wall had
corner Jirerlace in southwest corner; no fireplaces on second
flecr, First floor has been used as a bemm of recent yeirs.

2. Stairways: Along side chimmey, north wall,
3. Flooring: Cld.
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L., Wall and ceiling £inish: First floor has open beaded beams,
L™ Ty 9" in celiling.
5. Doorways and doors: Front door old.
6o Trim: douldad window s8ills remain - old baseboard aiso remains.
7. Hardware: Froot door and shutiers have old hardware.
8. Lighting: “one.
9. Heating: X{itchen {iroplace ramaine; corner fireplace in south~
wast corner torn out. :
Site
1. Seneral setiing and orientation: Cn slope very near road,
nouse faces west.
2., Znclosures: None.
3. Cutouildings: Barn remains.
L. Walks, driveways etc.: HKone,
5. landscaping, gardens stc.: tons.

frepared oy Zart Andsrson - august, 1958
Curator, Chester County Histordical Secilsty



