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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABRS TWo. PA-1211
PARKE HOUSE
West side of Rock Raymond Road (LR 15211), .2 mile north
of U.S. Route 322 (Horseshoe Pike), Downingtown Vicinity
(Caln Township), Chester County, Pennsylvania. (Reference:
Map of Chester County (by County Commissioners) 1956).
Charles A. Pollock, South Montrose, Pennsylvania.

Yacant.

This 18th century structure is possibly the oldest frame

of Significance: house discovered within the county. It was located on the

Conestoga Wagon Trail.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFCRMATION

A. Physical History

1.

Original and subseguent owners: Early deeds have not discovered,
they may be recorded in Philadelphia. Thomas Lindsay sold to
Thomas Parke 1725; Thomas Parke had 1725-1734. Thomas Parke, Jr.
1734-1758, when he died and left to son Robert Parke; who died
1773 leaving it to his son Thomas R. Parke, who died 181k. His
land was divided by Orphan's Court proceedings in 1835, and part
with frame house was awarded to a son Richard B. Parke, who owned
it until 18L1. Patrick Little 18L1-1845; Samuel Ringwalt 1845-
1875, when he died and left to son J. Luther Ringwalt. J. Luther
Ringwalt 1875-1881; G.B.P. Ringwalt 1881-1889, when he died and
left to Louisa C. Ringwalt 1889-1922, when she died and left to
Katharine H. Ringwalt 1922-1929; John D. Pollock 1929-19k47;
Charles A. Pollock 1947 to present.

Date of erection: A "log" house is mentioned as being on the
tract in a 1725 letter when Thomas Parke first bought the tract.
In a draft of same large tract in 1773 this small place is showm
and another one gouth of ihe present Lincoln Hjighway.

Architect, builder, suppliers etc.: Unknown.

Original plans, construction ete.: None Known. House has not
been added to.

Notes on alteraticons and additions: House has been changed very
little. The stairway to the basement is still intact, while the
stairway to the second flocor was removed in the 195CG's

Tmportant old views and references:
Views: Wo 0ld ones found. House is pictured in Elesnor. Raymond,
Early Domestic Architecture of Pennsylvania, New York, 1931, Plate

79.
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References: BSources of information to be found in clipping and manu-
seript files of the Chester County Historical Society under heading;
Caln Township, Lands.

B. Likely Sources Hot Yet Investigated: None Xnown.

C. Supplemental Material

1. Mbert Cook Myers, M.L., Immigration of the Irish Quakers into
Pennsylvania, 16821750, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, pages 70-72.

Draft of letter of Robert Parke to sister Mary Valentine
"CHESTER TOWNSHIP the -- of the 10th Mo, 1725.

DEAR SISTER MARY VALENTINE, :

M .land is of all Prices Even from ten pounds to one hundred pounds a
hundred, according to the goodness or else the Situation thereof, & Grows dearer every
year by Reason of Vast Quantities of People that come here yearly from Several Parts of
the world, therefore thee & thy family or any that I wish well I wod desire to make
what Speed you can to come here the Sooner the betier we have traveled over a Pretty
deal of this country to seek for Land and (tho) we met with many fine Tracts of Land
here and there in the country, yet my father being curious % somewhat hard to Please
Did not buy any land until the Second day of 10th mo: Last and then he bought a Tract
of Land consisting of five hundred Acres for which he gave 350 pounds, it is Excellent
good land but none cleared, Except about 20 Acres, with a small log house & Orchard
Planted, We are going to clear some of it Directly for our nex Summers fallow, we
might have bought Land much cheaper but not so much to our .satisfaction. We stayed in
Chester 3 months & then Rented a Place 1 mile from Chester, with a good brick house
& 200 Acres of Land for (?) pounds a year where we continue till next May."

Prepared by Bart Anderson - May 1959
Curator, Chester County Historical Society

PART II. ARCHITECTUAL INFORMATION

A, General Statement

1. Architectural Character: This early eighteenth century frame house has
been little changed. It is possibly the oldest extant frame house in the
county.

2. Condition of Fabric: Pocr.

B, Description of Exterior:

L. Over-all dimensions: The house is 18' (three-bay front) by 1k' -L"; it
is one-and-a-half stories with = basement.

2. Foundstions: Stone.



c.
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Wall construction: Frame with horizontal 18" hewn boerding
(narrower on east side).

Chimneys: Random rubble chimney with interior circular construction
on the east elevation.

Openings:
a. Doorways and doors: Openings appear original.

b. Windows and shutters: Appear original except west gable window
which has been enlarged; shutters have been removed.

Roof:
8. Shape, covering: Medium pitch gable roof with wooden shingles,
b. Cornice, eaves: Replacements.

¢. Dormers: None.

Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plans: First floor shows plainly that there was & board partition.
Second floor loft is one room.

Stairways: OStailrway to basement is still intact; stairway to second
floor was removed cirea 13955.

Flooring: Original.

Wall and ceiling finish: Original horsehair plaster:
Doorways and doors: None remaining.

Trim: Very little left, although it never had much.
Hardware: None.

Lighting: DNomne.

Heating: One fireplace, the original, is remaining.

General setting and orientation: House faces south in a field.
Enclosures: Field is fenced.
Outbuildings: None. Modern farm buildings to the west.

Walks, driveways etec, : WNone, but behind the house are traces of the
old Conestoga Wagon Trail.

Landscaping, gardens ete. © The yard is now used as a private family

picniec area. : . .
Prepared by Bart Anderson-May 1959 5 o
Curator. Chester County Historical Socledy.



