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HISTORIC Al(~,RICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

GRIESEM:fi~R MILL HABS No. PA-1019 

Location: 
HA.6S 

PA 

Present Owner: 

Pennsylvania, Berks County, Yellow House Vicinity, 
Oley 'l'ov.rnship, Spangsville, neR.r Mana tawny Creek, 
3~ mi. N. of State Route 562. 

Henry W. Wagner 

io-'fELY. 
\-

Present 0ccupant: Unoccupied 

Present Use: Storage 

Brief Statement An example of a r.ud-nineteenth century mill, one of 
of Si~icance: the last to be built in the Oley Valley. 

PART I. HISTO.'.-UCAL INFORMATION 

This small stone mill was built in 1847 'oy lJ. L. and 2. Griesemer, 
according to the date plague in the gable. This mill replaces an 
earlier one built oy John Griesemer which was destroyed by a fire 
in 1839. hhen iVI. L. Hontgomery, History of t3erks Count;y, l'ennsylvania 
was published in 1886 the mill was ov;ned by Jacob L. Griesemer and 
was one of the principal rrills in Oley Township. 

'lhe Griesemer family in this country descended from John Valentine 
Griesemer who immigrated to Permsylvania from Alsace in 1730. His 
son Caspar Griesemer who died in 1794 located in the Oley 'I alley. 
I'he homestead he established was successively occupied by Jacob 
Griesemer, John Griesemer, and /follington B. Griesemer. 

References: Croll, ;>. C., Annals of the Oley Valley (Red.ding, Fer1na.: 
r1.eading Eagle Press, 1926) pp. 123-128. 

egley, H. Winslow, Amonr~ Some Older Mills in Eastern 
Pennsylvania (I:orristmm, Pennaq; Penv1s~ l\r~1 nia German 
Society, 1930). 

Hontgomery, M. L., History of 3erks Cou:t]tY in :E-ennsylv_<;'inia 
(Philadelphia: ;Werts, Peck an:i ··tchards, 1886) p. 934. 

PART II. A3.CIHTl•:CTURAL H'FOill>:A'rION 

Griesemer hill is a relatively small stone structure, three-and
a-half stories in height 1·:ith a gable roof. 

The building is devoid of any architectural trim, the character 
being derived from the simplicity of its form and proportions. The 
walls and roof of the building are in fair condition. 
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'l'he :Ur.tensions are approximately twenty by thirty-five feet. 
ihe foundations and walls are of stone. The doorways are of the 
simplest type 'l.dth no trim • The doors appear to be replacements 
of a later date. The windov1s are small double huni:; sash of six 
over six panes. The roof is a simple gable now covered by tin. 

The mill is situated near the :Manatawny Creek and a covered 
bridge called Gries<;mer }'j_lJ Bridge. The mill race runs under the 
road to the north of the mill and enters the mill from a culvert, passing 
through a fine segmentc;l stone arch on the northeast side of the mill. 

Prepared by 
Drury B. Alexander, Supervisor 
Schuylkill Valley Project, Reading, Pa. 
University of Pennsylvania for NPS 
August 15, 1958 
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