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The Horse Ranch is located within the Eagle Cap Wilderness Area, Wallowa
Whitman National Forest in Wallowa County. The ranch lies in a valley along 
the Wild and Scenic Minam River. It is approximately nine air miles northeast 
of Cove, Oregon and thirteen air miles southwest of Enterprise, Oregon. SE 114 
of the NE 114 and the NE 114 of the SE 114 of Section 36, Township 2S, Range 
41E, Willamette Meridian. 

The wood shed is located just outside the front door of Red's cabin to the south. 
It is located in the second cluster of buildings which are situated near the river. 

Significance: The wood shed is significant as it relates to the building complex. Its function 
as a place to cut and store wood is crucial to an operating ranch and this wood 
shed is directly associated with Red's cabin. Since the only heating source in 
Red's cabin was the massive stone fireplace, a good sta<;k of cut firewood was 
crucial, especially during the colder elk hunting season. 

According to the Determination of Eligibility for the National Register (letter 
dated, May 1, 1996) between the State Historic Preservation Office and the U.S. 
Forest Service, the wood shed is a non-contributing building within the Horse 
Ranch complex. 

Description: The wood shed is comprised of post and beam construction with an open truss 
roof system. Four posts support two lintels and the roof trussing. The roof is 
sheathed with hand-split wood shakes (one of few structures that retains a shake 
roof). The beams are notched where they meet the posts. The northern gable 
end (facing Red's Cabin) is cantilevered. The structure is open on all sides. The 
structure is in fair-good condition. 

Historical Context: 

Sources: 

The wood shed was constructed in 1946-47 during Red's Higgins' ownership. 
The location of this wood shed next to the front door of Red's own cabin 
suggests it was primarily used for his own private use. However, it may have 
been used as a storage area for wood supplied to the river front cabins. The 
wood shed was built by Pete Decker, a long-time handyman at Red's Horse 
Ranch. 

Cason, Richard, 8/12/96, Elgin, Oregon, former wrangler and pilot for Red's 
Horse Ranch, interviewed by Kimberly Lakin. Womack, Bruce, 8/96 and 
10/96, Enterprise, Oregon, Eagle Cap Wilderness Area, Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest, National Register Determination of Eligibility. Site analysis by 
Kimberly Lakin and Sally Donovan, August 1996. 
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In 1994, the Horse Ranch (Red's Horse Ranch) was acquired for inclusion in the 
National Wilderness System by the USDA Forest Service. As a result of the 
property acquisition, the USDA Forest Service is preparing an Environmental 
Analysis Report and Future Use Determination for the site. This process will 
enable the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest to establish management 
direction and priorities for the property. As part of the environmental analysis, 
a Determination of Eligibility report was completed in the spring of 1996. 

Project Supervisors: Contracting Officer RA. Cunningham, Wallowa-Whitman 
National Forest and Bruce Womack, Contracting Officer's Representative, Eagle 
Cap Wilderness Area, Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. 

Prepared by: Sally Donovan and Kimberly Lakin 
Title: Historic Preservationist/ Architectural Historian 
Affiliation: Donovan/Lakin Joint Venture 
Date: December 1996 
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