
Structures on the Old National Trail 
Arch Culvert near St. Clairsville 
Belmont County 
Ohio 
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In !933 many bridges and a few tell houses still 
existed along the OJ:J> NATIONAL TRA.rL be"we•n :aartimor•. 
Maryland and ZA.nen:llle •Ohio. Modern ro•d.eonsttuction 
wss grsdusll7 eliminating aoae of the 011 biidgee and othei: 
landmarks of the period. and :for thst reason. a photogral)h1c 
trip w~s msae during IfOTem'ber and December of !933 to recorcl 
exam»les which were still preserved. · 

We are told that the National ftsil •s o~riginally 
a buffalo track across the Appalachian Mountains,and becauRe 

exo ent location and eese of traveling the Indians 
l8ter made 1 t one of their major E8at-We8t trah• ·• Still. 
latei;when.white men began to build roe.de, the tr&il was ua•4 
ss one of the first Eest-West highwe.ys i:Q. ~h• eo\Ultey.· fhe 
b.Uffalo had e111tsblished a route whieh ~her the Inliana nor 
the Vlhi te Man wanted to iml)rove. ·. 

The road was fin1she4 from Baltimore to Wlie•l1ng. 
West Virginta·in rare, then later. in IA26 it was fittish•d 
to Zanenille. Ohin. Cross1ng the riveriL and stre_.. in 
the flat oo~try of Ohio seemed to be quite'a problem. The 
engineers either could.not or would not cross the streams at. 
an angle.and therefore, all of the ar•hea were at right angles 
to the line of the s'reame. This gave the ·1&'Jlproa.ches t'O '\he 
bridges. in mant instances. a sharp curve~ When bOth:•pprq•ch
es were curved in op~osite directiens.tiwtn.a masonry letter "S" 
was formed, and so often was this done· thfl:b these bri'dges · 
beoame famous as the 'Ohio "S" Bridgee. 
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