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NEW YORK STATE BARGE CANAL, MINETTO TERMINAL 
(Oswego Canal, Minetto Terminal) 

 
HAER No. NY-533 

 
Location: Accessed from Route 48 before County Route 25 Bridge, Minetto, Oswego  

County, New York 
 
Minetto Terminal is located at latitude 43.396781041, longitude -76.471908416.  
The point represents the boat launch at the terminal site and was obtained in 
summer 2009.  There is no restriction on its release to the public. 

 
Significance: Minetto Terminal, located on the Oswego Canal, is a component of the nationally 
significant New York State Barge Canal.  It is one of several terminals built along the Barge 
Canal to provide points for freight transfer. 
 
Description: Located south of Lock O5 on the west bank of the Oswego River and just south of 
County Route 25 Bridge, the terminal site includes a storage building probably associated with 
Lock O5, comfort station, park, and boat launch.1 
 
The storage building is single-story concrete structure with a standing-seam metal hipped roof 
with ventilation dormers and exposed rafter tails.  It has steel, double sliding doors.  There are no 
windows.  It is in good condition.   
 
The other building at the site is a modern, single-story concrete block comfort station with a 
standing-seam metal roof and glass block windows.  The comfort station is located south of the 
storage building with the Town of Minetto Memorial Park separating them.  The building is in 
good condition but is non-contributing. 
 
The boat launch is accessed from an asphalt driveway off Route 48.  It has a concrete ramp and 
side walls lined with large rocks.  The launch is in good condition. 
 
The Town of Minetto Memorial Park has a modern floating dock at the south end of the park.  
The wood dock has metal access ramps, modern metal cleats, and utility hook-ups.  It is non-
contributing. 
 
History: Chapter 746 of the Laws of 1911 appropriated nearly $20 million to build 
terminals along the New York State Barge Canal, and specific locations were chosen.  In 
addition, another eight terminals were built as part of the construction of the canal walls.2  The 
Minetto Terminal, however, was not part of either construction campaign.  No contract 
information has been found for this site. 
 

                                                            
1 Description of current conditions is based on a site visit made by the HAER recording team in summer 2009. 
2 Noble Whitford, History of the Barge Canal of New York State (Albany:  J.B. Lyon Company, 1922), 198-200. 
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Sources:  
Hay, Duncan.  “New York State Barge Canal.”  National Register of Historic Places Registration 
Form, 2014. 
 
Whitford, Noble.  History of the Barge Canal of New York State.  Albany:  J.B. Lyon Company, 
1922. 
 
Historians: Laura S. Black and Jami Babb, summer 2009 
 
Project Information:  The Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) is a long-
range program that documents and interprets historically significant engineering sites and 
structures throughout the United States.  HAER is part of Heritage Documentation Programs 
(Richard O’Connor, Manager), a division of the National Park Service, United States 
Department of the Interior.  The New York State Barge Canal Survey was undertaken in summer 
2009 in cooperation with the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor (ERIE), Beth Sciumeca, 
Executive Director.  Justine Christianson, HAER Historian, and Duncan Hay, ERIE, served as 
project leaders.  The staff of the New York State Canal Corporation provided access to the sites.  
Craig Williams of the New York State Museum provided research materials and assistance.  The 
HAER field team consisted of Jami Babb and Laura Black. 
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Appendix:  Image of Current Conditions 
 

 
Image 1:  View of storage building and terminal site.  Field photograph taken by HAER 
recording team, summer 2009. 
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