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Location: Cayuga Lake, Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York 
 

The west Ithaca Lighthouse is located at latitude 42.4643172, longitude  
-76.5156566.  The east Ithaca Lighthouse is located at latitude 42.4625518, 
longitude -76.5143055.  The points were obtained in 2009.  There is no restriction 
on their release to the public. 

 
Significance: The Ithaca Lighthouses, part of the Cayuga-Seneca Canal, are components of the 
nationally significant New York State Barge Canal. 
  
Description: The two lighthouses are located at the southern end of Cayuga Lake and are 
visible from the Alan H. Treman State Marine Park, located off Route 89.1   
 
The recording team was not able to get close enough to the lighthouses for a detailed inspection 
and condition assessment. The east lighthouse (also known as the Cayuga Lighthouse) has been 
painted white and has a white light.  The structure appears to be in good to fair condition.  The 
east concrete breakwater exhibits signs of spalling, breakage, and vegetation growth.  A single 
line of poles with electrical lines runs along the breakwater to the east lighthouse.  The 
breakwater appears to be in fair condition. 
 
The west lighthouse (also known as the Cayuga Inlet Breakwater Lighthouse) has been painted 
red and has a red light.  Like the east lighthouse, the construction materials and details are not 
visible.  It appears to be in good to fair condition.  The west breakwater appears to be constructed 
of stone with short posts that may have lights on them running along the wall.   
 
History: The lighthouses were constructed to aid navigation from the canal into Cayuga 
Lake.  Contract No. H, awarded in 1911 to the New York State Dredging Corporation, covered 
the excavation of the Cayuga inlet at Ithaca.  The state then erected a lighthouse at the mouth of 
Cayuga Creek in 1917.  The construction of the marina at this site in 1927 led to the lighthouse 
(the east one, or Cayuga Lighthouse) being moved to the east bank of the creek.  A breakwater 
was built that same year with an identical lighthouse (the west one, or Cayuga Inlet Breakwater 
Lighthouse) erected at the northern end.2     
 
 

                                                            
1 Description based on a site visit by the HAER recording team in summer 2009. 
2 Noble Whitford, History of the Barge Canal of New York State (Albany:  J.B. Lyon Company, Printers, 1922), 
567; David Cook, “New York State Canals and Lighthouses,” Lighthouse Digest, February 2001.  Available at 
http://lighthousedepot.com, accessed December 23, 2009. 
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Sources: 
Cook, David.  “New York State Canals and Lighthouses.”  Lighthouse Digest, February 2001.  
Available at http://www.lighthousedepot.com, accessed December 23, 2009. 
 
Whitford, Noble.  History of the Barge Canal of New York State.  Albany:  J.B. Lyon Company, 
Printers, 1922. 
 
Historians: Laura S. Black and Jami Babb, summer 2009 
 
Project Information:  The Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) is a long-
range program that documents and interprets historically significant engineering sites and 
structures throughout the United States.  HAER is part of Heritage Documentation Programs 
(Richard O’Connor, Manager), a division of the National Park Service, United States 
Department of the Interior.  The New York State Barge Canal Survey was undertaken in summer 
2009 in cooperation with the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor (ERIE), Beth Sciumeca, 
Executive Director.  Justine Christianson, HAER Historian, and Duncan Hay, ERIE, served as 
project leaders.  The staff of the New York State Canal Corporation provided access to the sites.  
Craig Williams of the New York State Museum provided research materials and assistance.  The 
HAER field team consisted of Jami Babb and Laura Black. 
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Appendix:  Images of Current Conditions 
 

 
Image 1:  East Ithaca Lighthouse, also known as the Cayuga Lighthouse.  Field photograph taken 
by HAER recording team, summer 2009. 
 

 
Image 2:  West Ithaca Lighthouse, also known as the Cayuga Inlet Lighthouse.  Field 
photograph taken by HAER recording team, summer 2009. 
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