
• 

• 

• 

CRESTWOOD RAILROAD STATION 
Fisher Avenue at Columbus Avenue 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

CRESTWOOD RAILROAD STATION HABS No. NY-6290 

fisl1er Ave11ue at Columb11s Avenue and Crestwood Plaza 
Tuckahoe, Westchester County, New York 

USGS Mt. Vernon Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator 
Coard i na l es: '. 8, 5992 ·10. 153·1 GGO 

Penn Central Corporation 
1 East 1th Streel 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

Metro-North Commuter Railroad Company 
347 Madison Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
[Metro-North has a lease on the station lasting 
until the year 2032.] 

Railroad Station (platforms and waiting room with ticket 
office) 

The Crestwood Station of the former New York Central and 
Hudson River Railroad 1 s lfarlem Branch is significant as 
one of the surviving stalions erected during the period !n 
the first decades of the 20th century when southern 
Westchester County was developing into a populous suburb 
of New York City. It was the presence of the railroad 
lines from New York City's Grand Central Terminal, with 
stops in such communities as Crestwood. that brought 
<level<1pment to the area. The Crestwood Station is a 
simple example of a llarlem Line statiorr and it retains 
:nany featu!.·es dattng from u :najor redesign of ~928, 
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PART 1: HISTORICAL INFOR~ATION 

A. Physlc:.il His~ory: 

CRESTWOOD RAILROAD STATION 
!!ABS No. :-IY-6290 (;>age 2) 

Date of Srection: The station was erected between 190! (~:he 1901 
9ro~ley Atlas of w~stchestcr County shows a station on t!1e east side of 
~:!1P ~~i!rnad traGks; the pr~sent st~ticin ts {Jn the west side) and 1911 
ll~Xta:~t. J!~awings i~1dicating: c~lter:::t~o:1s :.o ~he p;12srnt st:J.tion 1 s canopit.~s 

a!·e date[f 191~). 

2. Architect: Unknown 

3. OriginaJ ar.d subseque-nt owners: The station was er-ected by the New 
York Central at1d Hudson River Railroad. !n 1968, the New York Central 
~erged with the Pennsylvania Railroad to c~eate the Penn Central 
Corporation. In 1972, the Penn Central's suburban rail lines, including 
the Harlem Line, with its station at S~estwood, were leased to the Metro
~orth Commuter Railroad for a period of s!xty years. 

4. Contracto~: Unknown. 

5. Original plans and constr1?ct:ion: Since original plans and photographs 
!1ave not bee11 located, the o~iginal condition is not known. The drawing 
for a 1911 canopy alteration shows a hipped roof building with a slate 
~oaf. ~he fenestration pattern was different than that presently 
visible. A partial plan shows that the entire north end of the stat!on 
was o~iginally a baggage room (this is now the location of the ticket 
office) . 

6. Alterations and edditio11s: 

1911: The original station canopy connected to the north side of the 
station was removed and a :1ew canopy constructed over the stairs 
that lead to a tunnel, referred to as a subway, running under the 
tracks. 

1928: At this time the station was extensively Gltered by the New 
York Ce~tral Rai)1·oad 1 s Engineering Department. The exterior of the 
building was resurfaced with st11cco and a brick base. The original 
chimney on tl1e north side of the building was removed and a new 
chimney erected to the south. Most of the present interior plan 
dates from this time. Some original features. such as the wood 
wains cot, were ;-eused. The design engineer for ~-he <!l teration was 
E.A. Dougherty of the New York Central Railroad's staff. The 
contractor for this work was the M.F.Kelly Building Corp. 

At an unknown date the baggage room was ~1imin3ted and t!1e wal? 
separating the baggage roo:n and Lhe ticket office W?..S removed, thus 
enlarging the ticket office . 

At an unknown date the slete roof was ~eplaccd ~y ~n asphalt shingle 
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roof. 

CRESTWOOD RAILROAD STATION 
HABS No. NY-6290 (pi!ge ~) 

The tength of the station platforms has !Jeen extended several times. 
!11 1971 raised platforms were constructed. A raised platform 
extends over the early platform canopy posts on the northbound 
platform. At the time the raised platforms were cons~ructed, ::se of 
the sc>uthbound platfo~m was discontinued and a new platform was 
built in the t:·ack bed between the two o_lder platforms. A bridge 
was e~ected over the platforms connecting the original platforms and 
the new platform. 

B. Historical Context 

Prior to the ar~ival of the railroads, Westchester County was H series of 
small independent communities separated by farmland and rural 1~states. 

The opening of rail lines connecting the towns and vi1lages of 
Westchester with New York City was to irrevocably change the character of 
this county. On April 25, 1831, the New York and Harlem River Railroad 
was incorporated with a planned run between New York City and -the town of 
Harlem in northern Manhattan. Service to White Plains was soon 
inaugurated. It was the advent of reliable train service between 
Westchester >rnd New York City that brought about the suburban development 
of the county. The original railroads were modest single-track Jines 
with smu 1 l wooden stations. As demand for service increased, the rail 
lines were widened, tracks added, and imposing new stations erected . 
Most of the stations now in use in Westchester <late from the last years 
of tl1e ni11eteenth century or the first decades of the twentieth century; 
all of Westchester 1 s Harlem Line stations south of White Plains date from 
the early twentieth century. 

The Crestwood Station is located at the northern edge of the village of 
Tuckahoe in the town of Eastchester. Tuckahoe was one of the first 
communities to develop along the Harlem Line. The village grew as a 
di~ect result of the presence of rich beds of Tuckahoe marble. Tuckahoe 
marble was the building material for some of the most prestigious 
structures in the New York area prior to the Civil War. Among the 
notable str11ctures bui1t of TuckHhoe marble are the New York County 
Courthouse ("Tweed Courthouse''), Colonnade Row, and the A.T. Stewart 
Store, all in New York City. According to the 1901 Broml"Y Atlas of 
Westchester County, quarry companies were located on the cast side of the 
railroad tracks, immediately to the north of the Crestwood Station 
(referred to on this map as the Yonkers Heights Station). The Crestwood 
area did not develop into a residential area until the 1920s. The !901 
atlas shows the Yonkers Heights subdivision to the west of the station 
(the city of Yonkers begins to the west of the Bronx River, just a few 
yards from the station), but very few houses had been built yet. A 1914 
atlas shows a few frame houses in Yonkers Park and a few i.n <! subdivis:ton 
called Hollywood, located to the east of the station. In the late 1910s 
and 1920s, the area near the station was extensively developed with new 
single-family detached homes. The increase in the neighborhood's 
population and the corresponding increase in the number· of people tising 
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CRESTWOOD RAILROAD STATION 
HAllS No. NY-6290 (page 4) 

the Crestwood Station mtty have prompted the New Y[Jrk Central Railroad to 
undertake its exte11sive !928 alterations to the station. 

The Crestwood Station Is sited in a quiet location with a park and 
Crestwood Lake to the southeast and woods to the northeast. Immediately 
to the eust is the Bronx River and an exit f~om the Bronx River Parkway. 
A picturesque stone bridge crosses the river nnd p2rkway, c:onnecting tt1e 
station to Yonkers Park. !o t~e west of the station is a small 
commercial area wit!1 a number of buildings dati11g from the 1920s. Aeyond 
this ls ~ ~esidential area. 

PART II: ARCHITECTURAL !NFORMATION 

A. General Statemer1t 

1. Architectural character: The Crestwood Station consists of a station 
building, canopies, platforms, and a subway extending beneath the tracks. 
The statiur1 is a good example of an early twentieth-century Westchester 
railroad station. ~l1e statioz1 is well sitPd in a suburban locatio11 a11d 
has undergone few changes s_ince il was extensively ::-edesigned in !928. 

2. Conditio11 of the fabric: The building was given ~ general visual 
ir1spect!c1n and ~ppears to be ir1 good condjtion. 

B. Desc:'iption of thP exterior 

1. Over al _l dimens i ans: The C:-estwood Stat ion is a one-story rectangular 
st:-ucture with a shallow projecting bay at its no!"'theast corne:-. ~he 

building is 112'4" long and 16 1 4" wide. 

2. Foundations: concrete. 

3. Walls: The building :s far.ed with stucco applied over a wooden frame. 
It has a high brick watcrtable. 

4. Structural system: The building is a wood frame structure with a wood 
frame roof. 

5. Chimneys: There ls a single chimney rising above the roof near the 
southwest corner of the building. The chimney is clad witl1 stucco. 

6. Openings: 
a. Doorways and doors: The building 1s entered through doors set in 
the center of the east and west elevations. The east entrance has 
its original wooden door with sixteen panes of glass and original 
thumb latch handles. The wooden western entrance door Is not 
original. A doorway in the center of the south elevation leads to 
the basement stairs. This wooden door is original, but it has been 
partially covered with a wood panel. A doorway on the west side of 
the north elevat.ion originally led into the baggage room. This 
entrance has been closed up (the brick on the base of the exterior 
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CRESTWOOD RAILROAD STATION 
HABS No. NY-6290 (page 5) 

does not quite match that applied in 1928). 

b. W_~ndows: The west fucade is symmetrically :nassecl wi.th pc..:;.rs of' 
wir1dows to e!ther side of tl1e entrance. According to the !928 
elevation drawings, these windows originally had 6x6 wood sash. 
They now have 6x1 wood sash. To either end of this elevatj_o11 ~s 2-

small rectangular wiridow, 8rlginally with 4x4 sash. ~he window to 
the south has its O!'i~inal wood :;ash wi.<::h obgcurcd g~ass; '::.he w:indow 
tc1 the north has been ~eplaced by un air conditioner. On the E~ast 

facade are pairs of windows flanking the door. As on tl1e west 
facade. these originally had 6x6 sash: all four windows have had 
some sash alterations (from the soutl1, these four windows have 1x6, 
6x1, 6x2, and 6x3 wood sash). A smaJ] ~ectangular window to the 
south has original 4x4 wood sash with obscured glass. At the north 
end of this elevation is a three-sided bay. The central window has 
an original 6x6 window, while the side windows have origin2Ll 4x4 
wooden sash. The north elevation has a single window with altered 
sash, while the soutl1 elevatton has a pair of origi11al 4x4 windows 
with obscure glass. 

7. Roof: The stat]on has a hip roof clad with asphalt shing1"s. The 
shingles on the 11ortheast cor11er of the ~oaf and on the ;~~joining canopy 
are considerably newer than those on the rest of the rocif, ~esulting from 
repair of damage caused by a fire ln 1986 . 

8. Sidewalk: The building rests on a raised podium with concrete 5idewaJk 
{~his u=-rr!ngement is referred to as a "concrete sidewalk 11 on the 1928 
alteration plan) This sidewalk merges with the platform. The sidewalk 
is reached via a flight of four concrete steps. An 1ron pipe railing 
runs c.lonr; the edge of the s_irtew~lk and se!"ves as a railing on the 
stairs. There is a later wooden extension at t!1e r1orth end of tl1e 
sidewalk. 

9. Platforms: The original southbound concrete pl~tform is extan1.. OG 
the 11orthbound side, ~ll of the original platform is now covered by a 
raised platform with the exception of a small area at the northernmost: 
end. 

10. Canop_ies: Cln the southbound platform,original canopies a~e attached 
to the station. 011 the east elevation, s!x L-shRped hreckets wit!1 
supporting struts are attached to the station and support the sloping 
canopy wjth its wooden ceiling a11d beams. The four northernmost br~ckets 
are original, while the two southernmost br;~ckcts were added in 1928 
(their profile is slightly different). The original north canopy, 
attached to the north side of the station, was removed in 1911 and 
replaced by the present three bey long canopy. Thls hip-1·oofed canopy 
with wooden ceiJing ~nd beams ~s ~l1pported hy pairs of !·-shaped pcJst and 
beam structures with supporting corner struts. An additional wooden 
member connects the center of each beam with the underside of the -:--uof 
peak. At Its north end, this canopy has an additional peak-roofed bay, 
half as wide as the majn section of the canopy, supported by a s!ngle T-
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CRESTWOOD RAI~.ROAD STATION 
HABS No. '.\fY-6290 (page 6) 

'3haped post i.!r:.d bt:;-1m strt~ct'Jrf.' wit~'. s'..!ppo:-t ing f:f>:-'"!iP.!'' st~::ts. The ~or th 
canopy cevers the s:.!bway t!!et ~~x~ends ~)ene2th ~-he tr<:!cks (see B11}. At 
~~e south f!nd of ~he station. the ~anopy extends for :! single bay. ~his 

c~~opy, with its single T-shaped post and beam structure wlth supporting 
earner struts, was addPd to the stat~on in 1923. There is some evidence 
on the p?~11s that ~his canopy o~iginally ~ont!nued for another hay, hut 
was C!lt back ~t some ~oint 

On the northbot1nd platform is ~n e}even hay long canopy with steel posts 
and ~):-acket.s support.i:1g s ::ee_~ be<lmS nnd a corrugated roof With the 
~xception of the two northernmost bays, the bases of these columns are 
covered by tl1e ~aised platforre. This canopy dates from the eerly decades 
of the twent~~tt~ ccntl!~y. but i!_ ~s not known exact1y when ~t was 
erec":ed. To t!le south of this c2-nopy j s a modern c.1 ~minurn canopy. 

~1. St!bw:::.y· A seg'ncnt:!.1-arched reer:forced concrete sebway t".'8.i:i:.f'~_ rr:.ns 
beneath the ~racks connecti11g t!1e two original platforms. Or: each 
platform ~s a fli~ht of st11irs. set at a right angle to the tunnel. ~he 

stairs have plpe-rail banisters and pipe-rail guards. 

~2. Bridge: A :nodern aln.:r:innm bridge with three flights of stairs (one 
for each platfo~m) extends over the tracks 

C. Desci_~ pt ion of Inter-ior 

1. Floor plan: 
:.~. Cellar: The s~all cel.lar is located at the south e~1d of the 
building. !tis d~vided i~to two spaces--e bo!ler ~oo~ ~o the west 
and a coal bir. to the east. A wood stair ~eached f~om entrances on 
the sou~!i fac~de end in ~he ~cn 1 s toi!et }earls to the boi!er room. 

ti Main floor: The building has a large rectangular waiting room 
with the ticket office to the 11orth and women 1 s a:1d ~en's toilets to 
the south. Most of ~~e p~esent configtiration of the rooms dates 
from 1928 (at some point after 1928 t!1e ticket office was enlarged 
by the removal of a baggage room located in the northwest corner of 
the building). 

2. Flooring: ~ll of the f1oors are concrete 

3. Wall and cej~ing finishes: The wn.iti:-:.g ~oorr: has a woode~ wainscot 
dating from the original period of construction and reused in 1928. !t 
has plaster walls, a plaster cornice, and plaster ccil~ng. ~he ticket 
office and toilet rooms have plaster walls and ceilings. 

~. DoorR and doo~wayR· There are three doors i:1side ~!1e waiting room--
one !eliding to the ticket office and one for each of the toilets. ~he 

toilet doors arc original, but have had wood pa11els attached to their 
ex:ter1or faces. o:-:!.ginal p~vot t.:-c!nsorr.s r..::--e extant i!bove each door. '!'he 
ticket off_ice door Js not original All three doors are set into wooden 
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;, . W-i. ndows: ~.., i ndows 
ti~ket wi11duws. ·~!~e \: i ck ct 

~:~~~~STWOOD n,\ T ?.RO.~D STATION 
~!:\BS Ne. ~\' .. G2DO 

~·:·.3:n.es, r.:.s. 
.~:;! ;_'!ss (now 

iJainted) ~hutter:-:. located w·ithin the t~cket offire. 

G. Hard\<1are Gnd plumbing f.ixt:..~.:-es: ;'he easte!'~ ~r.tr<_1!!cr~ duo!· !)L!~ L~n 

o:·~g~:-::-'!l ~-~:~:::-:b !:!::-.~'.~;, ;~s t!oted :n 86, :'he women'~ tCJ:_lc·t bas i.~r: 

7. ~echa:1i1:~l equipment: ~!1e b~sement h~s ~ bojle~ ~hat ls l\Ot o~!ejna1 

::'he~A :.:.~~~~ ~·wo ~adiatnrs ~ r; t:';e ~'.enter of the ~·oom, ~; ~-:::di<.:.to~ n:; t~c 

oute~ wa!! rJf 1~u1~!1 toilet room, and a radiator 11n ~he ~c:·t!~ wa:l 1~f ~!~e 

t_i.cket offi_r.p (;irobGbly not ~r~ginal} . .,.,!1e ~oi ~er ;;;-:d ~-~di;1to~·~, Wf!re 
!11sta!led ucco:·ding tc p~a11s fo~ !ow p~essu~P s~:ei!~ !~e~~i11g p~ep~r·ed it~ 

'.927. 

8. ~'..~rr.:!shings: 

ilnd two 011 the west wc~.ll. ':'hesc benches d.G.te f:r-o~~ '.:~~:~ ~D28 GJ te~ation; 
drawi~gs fo~ ~heir design are extant. Each t~as fo~~ !E~gs connected by ~ 
~<Jr!zoi~t~~ bu~ ~~ut i~ pegged to the outer legs. 
wir1dows ;~re p~c>tected by ~netal grilles that replace the c1~~g~~J!l bronze 
g~illes. 'fhe~e _js a wooden shelf ~1Jnning l1eneeth the wi:1dows. ~he 

ticket office ~;1s a b1~i~~-~n c!esk set ~r.tc> the bay at the east side of 
the room a:'d c built--in ticket selling counte~ with cEbi11ets and drawers 
on the so1~th xi de of the ~oo~rL On the nor· th \"al} uf '.:!;e '."fJO:n :i~P ;:'. 

cabinet set three feet ubove the f}oor, a meta1 ~eJephone ~11d telegraph 
t:abjnt!t ~c:cateci ~.(J the !cft of the built-in desk, ;1nd twrl st:elves 
supported by wooden br3eke!':s. The south wall of t.J!e wa!~:ing ~oom ht!.s e 
buiJt-in bulletin board 1ucatcd bt~tween the dGors to !he tui1ets. ~his 

bu!1cti:~ bon~d h2s ;1 woode!~ e:1f~nmeme!1t, b11t l1us 1os~ ~t~ g!2~s doo~. 

!l. Site: 

1. Gene~al setting ~nd or·ientation: The C~estwoc>d St~·tion fnce~ w~st 

towa~ds ~ s~~~l parki:1g 1o~ u11d the ~csidcnti~l cornmun~ty iJf Yo:~ke1·s 

lleights 1ocat.ed on the oppos~te ~·ide of the f1;o~x ~~v~~: ;~nc! B:.·onx Rtve;-
Pa:.·kw~y. To ~!1e soutl1ea~t, between t11e :·Gil~oad t~~cks and ~!1(~ ~~vcr. is 
i:! ptirk w~ ~-~: ~:.twn~ r.~nd n ~Hke. '1-:'o the en.8.t. ~f ~-~:c );ur·t11~io;1nd ~1~!t.fn:--11 js 
Crestwood 1 s small ~umme~ciaJ (iist~ict ~omp;_!sed µ:·!m1!:·~ly of 0:1e- and 
two-8tory Unildlngs, .Jn th0 Co~o1~.:~.: Revival, >ttssi~)r. :--:nd Ti~'~e;- ~!~viv;.!1 

::;tyle::l. 

Pf\RT I II: SOURr:ES QI<' I NFORMATTON 

A. Origina~ A~~:l1itectural Drawi11gs 

~ar1y drewings of 1:hc Cre~twood Station have been pre~erved on ~ic:~nf~chc 
(the o:--iginals a~e not ext.ant), Unfortunately no d!"'awingg dated p~.ior to 

;1 ~9~'1 altcrat_ior. have been lor.nted. The most sign:i :~ r:i!nt d:-awings !:!re 
tl1ose for 1:he major alteratlor1 that the sta~ion under·went i~ ~928. The 
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cc.1 lt~ction js 
~entral Ter~l!1~!. 

CRESTWOOD R;\:!:~.ROA9 STAT!CN 
E.,\BS No. !'~Y-6290 (t)age 8) 

the possession of Met~o-North and is 
::t~w Y:lrk, ~0w Yn~k. 

housed n t G;'and 

I_};-imary and nnpublishcd sources: 
"WQs'!-.cheste; Cot:n~y RRJl:·oad Sta~ion ;'hematic 

~o~inntic;n, National Register 8f Historic: Places Inventory-
Somination Fc1rm," unpublished dr~ft repll~t. ~.d. 

2. Se[~onda~y anct ~ub1.ist1ert sources: 
Atlases of Westchester County, 1898-1920. 
French, A.~vah ?. , ed. Jiistory of i·h~stche~ter· County :Ji!W Yo~!< (~lY: 

~,ewis P..istc;·_ic<~l P~b!:sh_ing Co., 1925). 
Gr.~ff:~:. I~:'nest F., ed. Westcheste; County :-:.nd '.ts PeopJe (!'JY: ~ .. ewis 

Histor5cal Publishinii Co., ~946). 

:JP.w York Cent:--<!~ and H3.I'~e:n :(iver f{ai lroad. Annual Ueports. ~900-

1925. 
Sanchis, F~ank. American Arc:hitec:t~re: West.chester Cauntv New 

York Colonial to Co11tempornry (North R!ver Press, !977). 

Likely Sc>l!~ses No1_ Yet 1nvestigated 

Central Rnilrc>ad. If such material exists there may be further 
!:1formution abo~t this station. 

J'AHT TV: !'HOJECT !NFOHMl\TION 

~he nhjective tif l~:is prc>ject, ~~own as the M~d-Ilarlem Station !mprovemer1t in 
~'iestchester County, :-Jew York, .-'..s to p:'ov.ide :r:.odP.'."!1, funct.!or:2~, <..:nC. 
Gtt~active facil:!tics for ;-tetro-North passengers at -:.-:he Crestwood Stat.-'..on and 
sevei1 other Harlem f,i11e statio11s. C!1anges to the Crestwood Station lnclude 
~oclifications to the platform area, the addition of canopies ~nd passenger 
shelters, the trjmmi11g !1~ck of upp~oximately five ~cc~~ f~ore ~he eester!y eeve 
of the station bcilding, the clemolition and ~econstr~c;t!on of the existing 
ove;.·_pas::> structurf~. the const.rnction of c. r;ew ticket office, modif.!cG.tion to 
t~!e existing concessiori stand, and the incorporaticir: of features to improve 
accessibility for the t1andicapped ar1d elderly. Documentation was completed a~ 
~itigatic1n before Blteretions occu~~ed. ~he Pede~al agencies invo!ved are the 
U:-!;an V.ass T:-ansport2t:.ion Ad1r.i!:ist;_'2.tion end ~:he Nationa.1 Park 8ervjee {Mid~

Atlantic Regional Office) of the Department ~r t~e Interior. Records were 
prepa~ed in August !988. 

Prepared by AndI~ew S. I!:-:.J~k<!.rt <!!ld Mary Cie:-: c:kx 
Title: Consultants 
Aff!l!atlon: Cons~ltants to Goodk~nd & C'Dea. 

Rngjnee~s & Planners 
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