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Somers, Yestchester Co., W.Y.

Tocation and Date

The Village of Somers is sibtuated neur the centre of the row of

i

villages which lie wlong the northern border of estchester Co., %. Y.

tois ahout 20 willes north of hite Pluins and 50 :iles north of YWew

—

York. A17 this sart of the Country, exterding froax tEe "Tidsorn River
eastrard 20 .iles, was originglly Cortlandt “fanor, granted by royal
chartsr in 1687 to Stephanus Van Cortlandt, the first American-born
Hayor of lew York City. The fosers lands becare the propsrty of a
descendant, Stephen ¥an Cortlandt, by aliotmént in 1734, end the
Villuge was first raned afer 5im Stephen Town.  This was later
changed to Hunover, and ag:in (in 1808) to ite vresent name in honor
of Cant. Hichard Somsrs, one of the naval heroces of the war with
Triroli. Built wost orobubly between 1823 and 1825, and nrw the Towm
Hall, this former hotel stands at highway crossroads nesar the centre

of the Village, frorted by & =mall triangular villuge green.

Architectural Description

foharf gives the following description of the hotel &s he saw it
in 18886. “raceted corrections “wve been inserted Ly the architects
of the vresent survey:

"It ig .wde of brick which 1ls manufactured on She fari, a Tew rods

frou the =ide of the otoel. The building is about sizty feet sguare,

three storizs ir ‘eight, with a brick two-story addition in the rear

used &5 a “Witchen, and the second story as sleeping-rooas. [The

awain bloek is 40 by 48 fest, sith Z-story brick wing, 20 by 17 feetl_

T4 bueoan enbrance on the south, corsisting of stoue, iron-railed steps, ..

and a stone-floored sortico, leading into a broud, high-cellirzed hall,

which extends the length of the building. To the right of the'main:“
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hall is & short side hall, leuding to a frame addition on the eust i-

side of the buildi g, which eontuirs twenty~six rooms I?OW’Bl T OOmS

abovs callar} and is lwas formerljl connected by a hallway on the

sacond floor with a fine bullerocom which has held sociul gatherings

for several ispsrations. [This was in the two-story frune additinn
menticred alove. It still stands, except about 30 fas2t at the near
erd nl' ‘he structure which connectzd it :ith the hotel. This
connecting

iy

rr‘}

art was struck by lightning snd razed. The building where

held now contains tha Post O0ffice, Guue

Tarden's of'fice, and
fhe 01d Ret Club.)

"o inside pur titin , Schar? conbinues "are of Lrick, being

pie

carried wuo ith the building. The sihole is covared .rith & deck roof,
on the topr of which ig a leval

_
. vooden ruiling, fro..

can to nhtaired... It is ownazd by will

pace, ruiied in sith an ornamental
Hiech a fine riew of the surrounding country
iuz Balleyt

Higt. of “estchester Co., TI: 460

This wention of the roof ;mst k

huve beaen critten by Peharf ithout ¢lnse
inspaction. The reef iz hinged, tin-standing~sean, iruscwied to form

g

o Plat tin deck, 12 by 19 feet, with u scuttle rewched by u ludder.

There is now no rail or indication of one.

fohar? also guve a detuiled description of the curious ..onwient

whiech standrs ‘r frovt of e hotel,

Todde, T1: 430«

& sinzle nh. £t of dressed granite aome ifteen feet in heilzht, roest]

L J__"_g

a double buss...lt is soue sixbesr ircheoe syuare at the hottom,

taperirg to siouit Lwelve inches ut the top, where it supworts a scroll-
vork of wrouzht dirorn sbont thres Teet high, upon

="ieh stunds a weoden
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' R imaze of an elephant. This icuze it _'s'_cr.-le three fest high by fouwr in -

1éngth &nd ig @ perfect fuc-simile of an slephant. It was erectad
in 1827, and the ministure 'bet' wus gilded, ATt present [}&Bé},
however, it presents a more naturai appearance, heing coversd with s
coat of mousse-colored paint. The image ig couposed of solid ﬁlodks
of Wdod carved 3-t0 proper shape.™

"Today", wrote agnes (., Dunlep in April, 1828, in

The uarterly Bulletin of the Westchester Co.
Iiistt \L;OCQ.-"VOJ.‘- Iv, no. 2,

"tie lower floor of the building is used as &« town »all.  The upper
floors are tenantless, and in the one~time bustling and hospitable
kitchen of the hotel, ﬁ?ere the [ireplace veached from floor to
ceilirg, and the briclt overs afforded roou for the roasting of six
fifteen-pound turkeye ut one time, hot waffles are served.”

Thare 15 ro evidance that this old red hrick hotel hias been
meberially ultered inside or out. lhere is & cellar uudernéath it
all, the fourdatior walls beirg fuced outside with murble. the roof
snd maln cornice are of wetal.

It is all ir excellent co-dition, and 1s ore of the few re.sining
gearly highway tuverns thut are urchangsd except in wlror detuils. The
southwest frort room, for examnle, was donverted irto a burk and was
so used wrtil quite recertly.

The genersl architectural effect is bald & d substantial. A4 minor
touch of refinement 1s found ir the detail of shaped stone steps and
simple, delicuate iron railirgs, with spiral atarbters; ulso to some
depree in the soo0d cornrice af the orch. The firevlsces snd irterior
architraves designed in the moulded wnd sinkuged corner-blocic style

frou which arcse the tvpical "kastlake" patter:s, are i-teresticg but
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#ot distinguished by refinenent of datail. The entire ceonstruction

vas extrexnsl’ durable; there is not a single crack or defect vieible
after all thess hundred vsars. (From field-notes of the architects
of the present survey.)

Its Curious Hiastory

Pie old brick edifice bzars tostimony to the enterorise of
hecnulish Builey, who initluted in America tle business of the truvelling
senagerie, which in our tiue sccompanies the circus. Fe bullt it with
the heln of profiis obtained from buying und exhibiting the first
elephant imoorted into the Tmited States. The contemporarv record of

the importation of the fir st elephant is found in tue

Weu Jersey Chronicle, anril 30, 1794,

it swas a fesale elepnart, tio vears 514, broaught froa Bengul to New York
3
b the ship "America." There is ulsc a record of ths exhibitiocn of

thit elephant in Few York in Aurust und Sentewber, 1204,

» Fee Qoluwmbien Guzette, Aug. 25, 1808,

Azcin an 2lenhunt huving the sale ~wve as Bailevts {"Deuty” or '"01l4

& : 5 h b

2et™) cae exhibited in MNeir wnclund in 18156, It is believed nossible
£

that this was the sase nre killed at Morth sda.s, Yuss., by the break-

Fal

ing, of & bridze she wus crossirg, bones of which ure now in the nwuseus
of Willi. e College.

nag.e of pel dist., 1883, TX:215.

Tha duate piven usbove for the importwution of the first elephant mnte-

dates by newrly toenty vesre the date (1815} assigned by Scharf in vis

Hetory effestehestar Co., Vol. IT, 5. 480.

fle cites offlcial racords, 'nusver, for the statenert *hut Faechuliah
Builey und five ~thoys were the firat cersons in Sosars to rscelve,

on vay 4, 1802, County licenses to keep inrs or taverns :nd sell liguors.
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The story of Haechalish Bailey's enterprises, as 4214 b one of the

fowily, ¥i1liam Belley, was published in 1913 in

Testohesteor County in History, Vol. IIi, »p. #10-212.

the first

-
=y

He says thut Hachalish in 1815, "brogght to Somers Toan Flai
eiephént (0ld Bet) thut wes imdorted to fserica."  In thet yerr,

while "keeper of tﬁe '0ld Bullts Head !Hotel! at 23d Street and 34
Avenue, New York City," he "heard of the ircoming of an African elephanfc

To advertise his business sonowhui, he purthased it wnd haﬁ it driven

dong the hichways aftsr dur i to Soumers Town Plein, where she was first
exhibited in & barn."” “he was luter exhibited through:out the Couniry,
he rays, and then tuken vo Conrecticut; bgt, he explains =zt lerngth,
loczl objeetion was so groat in thet state that the elephant was shot
ahd illed frow smbush bv preiudiced inhabitents. An sarlier uriter,

L

#e E. Frost, in “estchester County lluguzine,
Yol. I3T, no. 6 {Sept., 1809), p. 1,

tells of a contreuv.uL hotween Mashaliah wnd & sartner on four newr
Boston, i which Ghe former ax'ted Mor an accountirg wnd being told the
show had :.de ne .onev retorted "Ut1Y shoot my helf (of the elennant)
and vou eun do hut vou liks oith vear halfl® The ong ~Ff thot
elevhunt seems obscurne, but Huchalish avectssd u wonusert Lo hor mesery.
"about 18207, so Tillium .wiley wrobte, "oug bullc the fanous
iWlephunt Motel at Souwers Town Fluin, which contuins a epuciius hull-roon,
und vhich,during its continuunce uws & ublic huuse doum to & recent
period, wac the mcene of annuwl fociuwl events”; und on the village
"Green,' close to the hotel, wuas built "uhout the rear 1205" the
zranite chaft which is #1111 stunding, surmounted by u ainisture 2lsihant.

Thie odd device atiracizd so .auch rotice in stuge~coseh dewvs th: ¢ it

f
s}
4]
.

sdver+tissd the 43l fur md
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tre Zerurd Crgne farw, bullt Tor the nursose, was

housaed anrpually in ﬁinter i the sarly duys the menagerie %nown as "The
June, arrmevine, Van ﬁrb“rg znd Titus Polytechnic Institute.” 411 of

wmen! & fumilies residicg ir Somers sand South

h ' {,hef-‘e nymes represantsd sh
“Belam. The James a. Bailley who ipn 1820 3ediwed P 7. Barnum =8 Fis
nartner in.ﬁhe cireus business, wes born in Chicego; he was sdopted
shern w hoy wnd rensmed by Jve of the Ruilley family o becuve intersstaed

wn? recaived Ry ezrly training in Somers.

fea Yest 27 Coe Yug., Vol. TIi, no. 6; and
1 2 i ER

cheshe
ter Co, in Zistory, Vol. LI, both

Written, .oril Z, 1834, by

51;n~uura (;J“" oleiiled’a

Thomas W. Totchkiss
112 Pine 3t., Peekskill, N. Y.
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