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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY RABS No.   NY-3271 

■ ^ HAK^ JEREMIAH DeGRMF HOUSE 

A4itrj2ss: 25-27 Front Street,  Schencctady,  Schenectady «_ 
County,  Mew York. ' ' 

Present Owners #25,  Horace S.  Van Voast,  Jr. 
and Oceupants; #27,   Ernest A.  R. Cohen 

Present   use; Residences. 

PART I.    HISTORICAL IHFQ&WIQK 

A.    Original  and subsequent owners;    Original .owner thought to 
have been Jeremiah DeGraaf.     Later owned by Henry Ivlarselis, who lived 
there until 1821,   arid by his descendants  until recent years.    #25 
acquired by Horace S.  Van Yoest,  Jr.,  In 1946. 

B. Date of Erection:     c.  1790. 

C. Notes on Alterations end Additions; Hall and additional door 
added on by c. 1850, in opinion of John A. Miller. [114 Front Street, 
Schenectedy, New York, interview of September 6, 1962].. 
Paneling from Jeremiah Fuller house Installed between 1946-60 [inter- 
view with Giles X. V3ii der Bogert, architect, 27 North Ferry Street; 
Schenectady, Mew York of September 6, 1962]. 

D. Sources of Information: Historic Buildings in Downtown. 
jScjienectQdy_,  booklet (Schenectady:  Committee on Historic ivlarkers., 
Schenectedy County Historical Society, 1961), p, A. 

MT JI. ARCIlXlHCIURAL INFORMATION 

A. General  Statement 

1. Architectural character;     in early town house with notable 
interior trim and „- dam frontispiece;   somewhat  altered. 

2. Condition of fabric;     Good.     Has been repaired and  well 
.neiniained  in recent years. 

B. feehnicol inscription of Exterior 

1.     Over-all dimensions;     About  42'   frontage   (original part). 
fv/o  stories;   rectangular with rear additions 

2 .     Foundations 1    Stone-~about 2 '   above grade 

3. './all  construction;    Bricl-r facade  [painted].     Side walls 
7,! novelty siding,   apparently replacement. 

L,    Stooos:    i-iodern entrance stoop  (#25). 



JERSMIAK DeGRMF HOUSE 
EfiBS No.  NY-3271   (Pager2) 

'I^B 5.    Chimneys:    Two at v/est end; one at  east end of original 
house. 

6. Openings: 

s.        BOOTY/ays and doors:    Entrance  frontispiece of Ad em- 
type detail.    Arched opening with semicircular light over six-panel 
door,  reeded pilasters, oval carved fans;  ornate dentils, modillions, 
and rope molding in cornice. 

b.        \7indov/s and shutters:    Double hung sash,  tv/o over 
two lights,  louvered  shutters.    Originally five beys.    Flat brick arch 
heads, v/ood sills.     Shutters probably replacements as  ere the sash. 

7. Roof: 

a. Shape,   covering:    Front part gabled, ridge parallel 
to  street.     Slate covering. 

b. Cornice:    Wood cornice with dentils across facc.de. 

C.     Technical Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans:     First  floor,  originally central hall;   now 
divided  into tv/o side-hall plans---iY/o large  and one  small rooms. 
Second floor,  similar. 

2. Stairways:    Straight  flight,  open string,  tv/o plain turned 
balusters per tread,   turned nev;ell,   simple round rail,   17 risers. (J25) 

3-     Flooring:     Mev/ oalc flooring.     Soiae old Y/lde pine boards 
visible on second floor,   B'; to  l/ar wide. 

L.    Wall and ceij.ing finish:     Plaster,  papered.     Hall parti- 
tions avaey be of plahks,    V/illov; lath. 

a.    "Ooorvays  and  doors:     Six-nariel molded doors,  hung on 
three cast-iron birtts;  brass laeebs.   cas^-iron box locks, 

S.     frira;     iasl; room;   ["pilaster11  trim,   paneled corner bloelae, 
plinth.     .aolded v/ood base.     good  paneling under Y/indov/ spools,     Palnoed 
Good  condition] .     /rchiireve triin in hall,   six-penal doora,   raised 
and  fiblded panels.     Dining room:    v/ood v/sinscoi,   cabinet doors  from 
J.   Fuller house   [installed  19<4&~60] ,     Original inantel with v/ood Doric 
pilasters  and three-piece  entablature.    Second  floor;    irehiirave trim, 
plain,  four-penel doors, v/ood base.     '.Vest   front ?"'Oo;a:     Fine v/ood "nrniel 
(l'6:ra style),  reeded  pilasters,   three-piece   entablature aith reeded 
band below bed molds of cornice. 
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7. Heating: Firepla.ee}  west wall of front v/cst room, 
white pine, projecting chimney breast. Simple, paneled pilasters, 
v/ide frieze, cove and echinus "bed moldings under shelf. 

D. Site: On narrow residential street. Built close to front 
line. Marrow side -yards. Faces south. 

Prepared by Horley J- KicKee, Architect 
National park Service 
September 1962. 
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