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NOTT AMENMORIAL LIBRARY, UNIOM COLLEGE ' M-,

fddress: Sehenectady, Schenectady County, Hew York, AL -~

Present Oimer Union College, Schenectady, Wew York.
cnd_Occupant : '

Pregent Usc: &% preseni used only for miscellaneous purposes.
Brief Staienent 4 late 19th-century bullding with fine erchiteciural
of Significence: Teatures.

PART I, HISTORICEL INFORMATIOM

L. Physical Ristory

1. Originsl and suoseguent owners: Union College.

]

h%
/—\L'_‘,'

Date of erection: 1858-1876. [New York, A Guide To the
ew York: Oxford University Press, 1940), p. 326].

Erpire Slate (H

3. irchitcelt: Bdward Tuckerman Polter [ibig.]

_ 4. Origincl plsns, construction, efe.: From physical evi-
dence, b is obvious that the originel building wos open in the center
from bhe {irst floor Lo the dome, with two gsllevies extending com-

aletely sround the cenler,

5. HNotes on gllbersiions and addiivions: £ second {loor has
been ingerted dn the centrel poricion, supported on steel ox PlCC
p 20%h centuey additicn. b cn undetermined pert of 4 ef st
floor, zt the ecast side, has been pariitl

B. Higtori Bvenits Connected with the Structure: The building

oL Mott, presidert of Union College for 62 yeavs.

. Likely Sourcag Mot Yeb Inmvestigoted: Hecord of Union College,

a2

T vhe architect,B, T, Potter).

L. Su LIV 2. The following sre coples of documents
in othe schoffer LA Unica College, Schencotady, Hew York
o]

(correspondsnce
Floridn Holel,
St Lugustine, Flordda
arch 7ih, 1875,
To De. Teyler Lowls

Deer Sir:

Thank you for your letiter of the 22d of Feb
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conteining the slip on which wasg writiten the Hebrew sentence reduced
o eighv words or SO as to go in eight compariments - and slso the
Letin eguivalent of it olso reduced so &8 Lo go in elghi corregpond-
ing compeviments -~ the two malking sgixbeen in all. It will be very
useful to wme. Bub I had the idea of using the Hebrow sentence twice;
onee on Lhe interior of the building, near theegre, writitean in z ecirele
or ing, with its Labtin eguivelent written inside the ring; and once,
without the Lavin, on the dome, just azbove the cornice of the deum

of ‘the come, the sentence running sround the dome and the lebters
iormed in the slating by using diffcrent colored slate, ong color for
the letters and epoiher color for the plein surface or ground color.
My objeet is to diversify the slolding oy
sething more interesting than & meaningless ornrmens. Somebhing

g0, 2 L
wnich con not be copled readily in other builldings, - [he form of
tne Hebrew letiers gbruck me o5 lending Lhemselves o sueh & de-——--

(Gesign?) as I went in that place, Hol so the roman leiiers, as
for s double reeson I think them undesirable for thot place.

I send enclosed some specimens of wha Hobrew
cnsracters vorked oui 28 Lhey would work out in the slaie roof and
such 25 I should mske as a pathbern for every word for the slater.
If wou will notice, that the wgy the sletes gust be laid, 1o keep
out the weter, is Lo have the middle of each slate overlap over the
Joimt which comes bebwesn the two slates below LL you will scc why
1 heve made the letiers slani lngtead of perpendiculer. T send
the whole: inscription in e long gstrip compesed of pieces of poper
each one of which besrs one word - jusi es ecseh glde of the sixtesn
gides of the dome would shoy one word if Thers wove oix)
do not wambthe Letdin in this oloce znd
in slete and think Lt would not Llook e
plain spacoes-1I could have these aliernaia v
e lebrey word., I nobtlice you spesk

this vould do lesving fi '
some vword in rno. 3 ib is
guothier style fov the let

s ; P
levd g onoun

b

e spaces oesring

. PIRL S .
oungs trouble-
pieces of pep
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ToyrEgents Al ey
iweys L .'.O.v.)
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ena 1T o vwhichy is west.
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Vory resosebiaddly & trely yours,

SIS P 1O FUSAAR

Plocoe dive e
56 Vel I fork,

o i LI A S
16th whe “weninoes

A - £ T By S
Wi o283 88 1oliows
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Prof. Pearson
Daar Sir )
In designing the done of Aluwmi Hell I pro-
vosed dome piercings as decoration of inierios which I made & pavbern
of {wi i, Stlemers ealls a perforated or illuminate“ cast 1rol

hel

f X
apoul which you have some commmication with him). object has bee
211l along to work within the limits of the originel contract or if
a2 all going outeside of it to have the expense of such addition as
small as would gerve my purpose. L. Stelmers said the cosy would
Is] ‘orabed siate

e trifling, bub lately learning thal cach cast iron peri

was sald to cost 33.7% I proposed Lo make whetd Would 5

nurocse of sheetd zinc, T had & model wmede cogtl
at leas

would bﬂ nerforased sletes and over DOU would b proter-

n expense Lo college is material, Sbelmer
e the combractors could nob use the shect zinc as

in & few yesars the wsather would wear away the zine. Is this 00.

I believe olso Leosrs. Cornell have writien you proposing to subs

tute copper foo lead ovr zince for the flahsings & covering of uoper

or exposed parts of the iron vibs of dome. I have an idea that

copper will cracli in the cold weather & thedt the z2ine snd lead serve

the puwoose as well. It seems e piity oo add to the costs of the Job

materially unless it s neccssary,

x]

Advard T, Fotter aJChL g0h

s Howerd Fouoes has sugzested that M. Cemtine of Sehenectady
doing buginess in 4 small iron works there would be & rood person
1o conadlt in such & case 28 to the velative cost of vha" Mess"s.
Corpell forx instance coniracted Lo furnish in the way of & lantern
& that vhich T drew out for 1t dn detaill. Could you arvange with
him to co vhaty Paying him for his time if necessary to do

E
UhOﬁouﬁﬂlJ. I so whes would 4% coasr I ask for this the © suppose
=ouLd one up on the maitter in nerhens a fevw nm

Caniine meke the lontern for as dravm by ne
& I cr the vwrought iron worlk

i
. R e B, i F—
She drawings to veur care for fr, Cantine by
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t

lessrs. Cornells & Ceo.
Centre 5i. New York

hog. 23 1875
To

Prof. Pearson

Deer &ir,
. Messrs. Cornell have shown me the President's

leibter of the 215%% inst. They ean nob put in the illuminztors at
25 cbs each as the cutting & fitting them in place & working up to
them is the cheif {sic) expense in them.

They will put them in of heavy zine wilh slaie
under & make a satisfactory job el $1.35 each. The exact nunber should
be determined by the architect as the work goes on (zbout €50 of ihem
in 211l I think at oubside). I think the above offer of Messrs Cornell
gshould be accepted & the work can go on with no further delsy.

Very itruly yours &c

(signed) Edward T Potler
architect

56 Va1l St., New York
| Sep 18th 1875
. To Prof. Pearson

Dear Sir -- Please send me the distence between the inner [{lenges of
~the eolumng whnere the marble is Lo ge in drum of domwe,

(sketch)

& oblige

o
oy
i
3
=

=

Yours resp

(signed) Tdw
&
Did you gev wy letier of some days vime asking ©s (o dating matier?

Heviport, Cel 18Ln 1875

Deer Siv -~ I heve written to Messrs Cornell %o complete the closing
in ol the drum of the domz £ he wing as soon ag possibdle. I
think unless the mslicr is woy or completed 1o woddd e well
for you or thnc President to ask it --

You mentioned in your last theib thoe land In front of the terraca
hed been mortgeged to pay for Lhe dome, fs 1t has been menticned Go
‘. me, I fecl I ought Lo sey that noihing that [ could design, or one
far more gifted, could be at all as veluable as thet land to bthe college.
' Very touly s1s.
a3 2 2 ST, Y el -
To (signed) mdw T Potter

Prof. Pearson L,
U.c.
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56 a1l 5. Hew York
Oct 30th 1875

Prof Pearson
Dear Sir

Your favors of the 21°° & 229 inst vere duly
recd, I will attend to the mearble matter as recuested. I will
send the samples of the tints for finish of walls and ceiling in-
side with direciions for szpplication

Very truly yrs.
{signed) Edw T. Potter

I should like the doors of the building of oak flush faced like those
of the 1E% Ref. Dutch Church, Schenectady.
I do not wish any other wood work in the building.

TNFORMATION

L. Genersl Statement

1. Eechilecioural cheracter: A building of imaginative
desipn and ingenious construction, with an interior frame of casi
and wrought l1ron.

2. Conditicon of fabric: Good.
B. Technical Description of Exterior

L. Over-zll dimensions: fLboul 947 interior diemeber. 16~
gsided polygonal building.

2. Toundabions: Lower part of foundation wells is random
ashlar; the upper part is of brick, 44" thick. PFoundations of the
ouber walle are not comtinuous--they form plers at the angleeg, bebtween
which spring brick arches. Under each of the 16 interior columns is
a brick picr 3'-0 1727 souare, resting on a stone foobing 4'-0" sguare.

3. dell construction: Cut stone of = slightiy-warm color.
flicrnabe courses and voussoirs are lighter and derker in value.
(fhere 1s no visible indicetbion whether back-up courses are of stone
or brick). The lower half of the "all consists of 16 picrs, st the
angles, with windows and spandrels petween.

4. Stoops: Stone siteps and & smzll sioop give access o
‘the sein enlrence, on the sout
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5. COpenings:

a. Doors: The entrance occupies the lower part of
one bay, being arched with a btwo-centered form; the upper part of
the opening contains wooden tracery. Double doors are of oak, con-
structed of diagonal plenks. There is & basement entrance on the
east side.

b. mlﬂdOWS‘ Ezch first-siory bay conbeains triple
windows wWith granitc colonnettes and tricusped arches. Above each
group of ‘three windows, lighting the first gallery is a window
slightly higher than a semicircle, which £111s the upper part of
the bay. At the upper part of the wall, lighting the second gellery,
are three lancet windows; above them, forming a frieze, sre five small
trefoll windows. ALl of these elements comprise one LVﬂlCal Slde
{of 16) of the outer wall.

6. Roof: ZEach section of the oubter portion is covered with
a shed roof. The central portion is covered with a l6-sided dome
on a glezed drum, each side of the drum containing iriple windows,
with tracery. The drum, its cornice, and railing at the bsse are
covered with copper. Iach section of the lower woof, and the roof
of the dome, is separated from the adjoining ores with a narrow
copper rib. The roof covering is of slate, that of the dome being
patberned in color.

7. Cornice: The outer wall has a stone cornice, with small
bracket corbels.

C. Technical Description of Interior

1. Floor plans: The cenber of the bullding iz & 1lo-sided
Dolvgon with an sisle extending oround 1t. At present Lhere lg a
first story, & second story similar to 1t, and an upoer gellery ground
the upver cenitral portion. There is a full basement.

2. Flrst floor: The Pirst floor is conagtrucied with rolled
wrought-ivon sections, with o 5% flange, 2'-0" on centers, with seg-
mental brick arched construction between thom. It is supporited on
19 brick piers, iron girders between thoem, and the ouwber wells., It
is covered with patierned ceremic %tile, wibh ecarth colors predomina-
ting--dull red, yellow snd black. Seporeting the main tile arecas are
bends employing some blue, green and vhite. The patterns snd bands
appear to follow medievel Europeasn floor mobifs--14th century French
Gothic-~of enceusiic tile worlk.

3. Interior frame: Silxteen cast iron colunns of complex
section, spaced about 10! on centers, extend from the firge floor
to the dome, Each is in threc uDerooued gteges; with the base of
the upperr one holied io the capital of the louer one Trussed braces
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extend from each column to the angle in the outer wall, at each
stage, and simple braces exiend laterally between columns.

4. Second floor: The original part, over the side aisle,
has trussed iron joists carrying corrugaited sheet iron, and, pre-
sumably, concrete. The central part of the floor is carried on steel
arches, each made of two angle seetions, riveted; it appesrs to be
of 20th centuwry origini. Floor covering is of a mastiec composition.
The floor of the upper gallery is similier to the originel part of
the second floor. :

5. The ceiling of the outer aisle, above the upper gsllery,
is pitched to form the roof construction. It is consiructed with
trussed iron joists, with wood leth and plaster between themn. The
ceiling of +the dome i1z framed with diron.

6. Stairways: A symmetrical iron stalrway of two straight
flights leads from the first floor to the second floor. I has cast
iron newels, cast iron treadsend risers, bolted together, and is
seif-supporting, with the aid of one Corinthisnegque cast iron column
under the center of each flight. This double stairway is located at
the west side, A single gtalrway of similar design, at the west side,
leads on to the upper gallery, and another of three flights leads o
the base of the drum (and exterior balcony at that level). £ small
iron gtalrway just east of the entrance leads from the first floor
to the basement.

There is & wrought iron railing along bhe sbairs and around the
upper gallery.

7. %Wall finish: DLetween the first and second {loors, the
outer walls are faced with thin slabs of marble, which appear to be
original., The upper walls are plastered and painted. The wooden
partitions of the first floor, which sre additlons, sre varnished.

g. Iiiscellaneous: Yindows are filled with leaded glass,
slihough there is 1ittle use of color. There sre curved oak reading
vebles on the first story, paneled, wivh conscles at the ends; they
zppesr cold bul are probably not consemporery with the construction
of the building.

9, Hesting and ventieting: The present heating e:ulpment
oppears modern, with no clezr indicstlon of the original system.
1 esch outer angle of the main walls is & stone projectlion sbove
the roof; these may have been ventileding Tlues originally.
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D. Site: The Union College campus is located Jjust north of
Union Streetv, with its msin entrance from Union Street., The Nott Memorial
Library is located to the north of this cantrence gatewsy and on
axig with it, in a dominant central position on the campus. Its
sibe wes intended by Ramee, in his original designs for the campus,
t0 be occupied by a classical rotunda. The present building is
threatened with major alierations to convert it Iinto such a form,
aceording Lo plens being seriously considered by the college.

Prepered by Harley J. McKee, Architect
Hotional Park Service
Septenber 1962.



