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Th-
Address: 1 West T2nd Street, Central Park West between T2nd

and T3rd Streets, New York, Hew York County, New York.

Present Quwner: The Dakota, Inc.

Pregent Use: Co-operative apartment building.

Staterent of Completed in 188k, The Dakota is & very early example
Significance: of an elegant and luxurious New York City apartment

building. Because 1t has been well-maintained and
Little altered since its erection, the building retains
to a very greal extent its original laycul and decora-
tive features.

PART Y. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. PFPhysical History

1. Original and subscguent owners: ILegal descripticon of the
property: The Dukots is situsted on what was originally
Lots 25-40 of Block 1125; these lots were later combined
and numbered Lot 25, '

Date Grantor Grantee

12/31/1877  Beluont  August Clark Edvard

Liber 1443, Caroline '

poge 307.

12/27/1882 wWill of Edward Clark Devisee

Liber 1704, Clark Edward Severin
page 13k,

2/9/1897 Hoffwan  Charles F. Agreement

Liver 5k, Dimond  Thomas
page 183. Clark  Elizabeth S.

Bdward 5.
11/17/1961  The Clark Foundation Glickman Corp.
Liber 5168,
page 619,
11/17/1961  Glickwman Corp. The Dakota, Ine.

Iiber %163,
page 623,
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Date of erection: Congtruction was begun on Qelober 25,
1880, and completed on Octaber 27, 188k,

Architect: Henry Janewey Bardenbergh (1847-1918). Harden-
bergh worked for Detlef Lienau from 1865 to 1870, After
designing The Dakota, he became widely known for the hotels
which he degigned, including the Waldorf-Astoria and the
Piaza in New York and the Copley-Plaza in Boston.

Builder: John Banta. Banta was listed in Trow's Directory
for New York City published in 1880 as "198 B'way & W. Lith,
h. 294 W, 4th."

Original plans and construction: On file at the Plans Desk
&t the Buildings Department, Municipal Building, New York, is
the original "Detailed Statement of Speciiications for New
Buildings" for the Dakota. The application, No. 829, was
submitted on Septenber 29, 1830, and approved on Octooer 19,
1880, The following 1nformation,1s abstracted from that
statement, The depth of the foundaticon walls from curb
level was to be "from 10 to 18 feet": the foundation was 1o
be laid on solid rock,” and the foundation walls were to

be “From 3 to 4 feet” thick, constructed of “Blue stone

laid in cement mortar." Al: floors were "to have rolled
besms from 6 to 12 ins. deep,"” ang ”Beams on all floors
E'were] to be from 3 Lo 4 feet apart. The floors were Lo
be "arched in brick or terra cotta." The hall partitions
were to be of "fireproof blocks. All other partitions either
of brick or fireproof blocks." The thickness of the exierior
valls of the first story was to be "24 to 28 inches"; second
through fourth stories, "20 to 2% inches"; fifth and sixth
stories, "16 to 20 inches"; above sixth story, "12 to 16
invhes." The sbaircases were to be fireprcof: "Main stair-
cases of iron, marble treads-~Servants' stairs of iron.”

The seven elevators were to be "all enclosed in brick.”

The building was to be occupied as 2 "Family Hobtel. Suits
Csic]ofl Apartmﬁntﬁ for fourty Lslcl two Tamilies besides
Janitors" with "Six families on each floor a part of build-
ing on Llst floor & basement to be used as a public Restau-
ront--Jdanitors families in basement." The cost of construc-
tion was estimated to be "wbout $1000000,00"

A notice in The New York Times of October 22, 1884, announced
the opening of The Dakota:

THE DAKOTA.

A DESCRIPTICH OF OHE OF THE MOST PER-
FECT APARTMENT HOUSES IN THE WORLD.

From the Dally Graphic, Yednesday, Sepb. 10,
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Probably nol one stranger out of ifty who ride over
the elevated roads or on either of the rivers does not.
ask the name of the stately building which stands west
of Central Park, between Seventy-second and Seventy-
third streets. If there is such & person the chances -
are that he is blind or nearsighted. The name of the
building is the Dakota Apartment House, and it is the
largest, most substantial, and wmost conveniently ar-
ranged apartment house of the sort in this country. It
stands on the crest of the West Side Plateau, on the
highest portion of land in the city, and overlooks the
entire island and the surrcunding country. From the east
ope has a blrd's-eye view of Central Park. The reservelr
castle and the picturesque lake, the museums, and the
mall are all shown at a glance., From this point also can
be seen Long Island Sound in the distance, and the hills
of Brooklyn. Trom the north one looks down on High
Bridge and the tall reservolir tower, which locks as
slender ae & necedle. From the west can be seen the
Palisades, the Orange Mountains, and the broad Hudson,
vhich narrows into a silver thread as the double row of
hills close together far away in the distance. Looking
south one sees the tall lowers of the Brooklyn Bridge,
Governor's Island, and far beyond the green hills of
Staten Island and the blue waters of the Lover Bay.

Every prominent landuwsrk in the landscape can be dis-
cerned from this location, and the great buildings of
the lower city are as prominently marked as if the
sightseer were {loating over the island in a balloon.

At this elevation every breeze which moves across
Manhattan from any direction is feit. This is a Teature
which needs no emphasis Lo make atiracltive such stifling
days as these.

The building is of the Renaissance style of architec-
ture, built of buff brick, with carved Nova Scotis
freestone trimnings and terra cotto ornsmentztion.
Although there is a profusion of ornament in the shape
of bay and octagon windows, niches, balcenies, and balus-
trades, with spandirels and pancls in beauwtiial terra
cotta work and heavy carved cornleces, the size and
massive construction of the ediiice prevent any appearance
of superiluity. The bullding is about 200 feet sguare
and 1C stories high, the upper two stories being in the
handsoine mansard rooi viich, with its peaks and gablesg,
surmountad by ornate copper work cresting and finials,
and relieved by dormer and oriel windows, gives the
entire structure an air of lightness and elegance. The
congtruction s of the most massive character, and the
aim of the owners has been to produce a building monumen-
tal in solidity and perfectly fireprouf. The brick and
mason work is of unusual weight, the walls being in some
places four Teet thick, and the partitions and filooring
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have iron beams and framing, filled in with concrete
and fireproofl material.

On the Seventy-third~gtreet side there is a handscome
doorway, and on the Seventy-second-street front a fine
arched carmigsge entrance, with groined roof and elegant
~ stone carving. Both entrances lead into the inner court,
Trom which four separate passages afford access to the
interior of the building. From the ground floor four
fine bronze staircases, the wetal work besubifully
wrougnt and the walls wainscoted in rare marbles and
choice hard woods, and four luxuriously fitted elevators,
of the latest and safest construction, afford wmeans of
reaching the upper flccrs. The ladies' sitting room,
adjoining the staircase in the southeast corner, will
be decorated by the Mlsses Greatorex, a guarantee that
the work upon it will be artistic and unconventional.
There are four iren staircases and four elevators
incleoged in massive brick walls and extending from the
cellar to the kitchens and servants' guarters in the
upper stories, separate from the rest cf the house,
which can be used for domestic purposes, carrying
furniture, merchandise, &c. There are electric bells
to each elevator, and a complele system of electric
communication throughout the house.

The building is in four great divisions, which
inclogd a courtyard as large as half a dezen ordinary
buildings. This gives every room in the house 1light,
sunshine, and ventilation. Under this courtyard is
the basement, into which lead broad entrances for the
use of tradesmen's teams. Here are situated the most
interesting portions of the building, or at least the
most novel cnes. The floor is of asphaltum, as dry
end hard ag rock. This bagement, also, has a court-
yard as large as the one above, and lighited by two huge
latticed manholeg, which lock like a couple of green
flower beds in the stone flooring. Off of this yard
are the storercoms of the house, in which the management
will store the furniture and trunks of the tenants free
of charge. A porter is assigned to this duty alone.

The rooms are all marble floored, lighted and heated,
and aceessible at all hours of the day or night. The
roome of the servanis are also on this floor. These
consist of separate dining and tollet rooms for the

male and fewale servants and a male reading and smoking
room., These are not Tfor the personsl servants of the
tenaitts, but for the general help of the management,
which will not number far from 150 persons. The laundry,
kitchen, pantry, and bake sheps, and private slorerooms
are herec also, for the owners combine a hotel with the
apartment house, and furnish eating Tacilities for all
the tenants of the bullding vho prefer it on the tabls
d'nBte plan. Opening from the lower court, and exteading
under the open ground in the rear of the building, a
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larse vault, 150 feet long, 60 feet wide, and 18 feet
deep, is now being cxcavated. When fintshed 1t will
contain the steam bollers, steam engines; &c., for
hoisting, pumping, &c., and the dymamos for supplying
glectric 1llumination in:the Dakota and adjoining 27T
houses. The vault will be roofed with iron beams and
Brick filling arches and made ilush with the land in
the rear of the building, 22% feet deep, which will be
laid out zs & garden. The beilers, with the furnaces,
machirery, &c.; will thus be located ocutside the walls
of the pullding safely remocte. _ '

The Tirst floor contains the dinming rooms, whilch.
are finished in a perfect manner. In this case these
words really mean something. The floors are of marble
and inlaid. The base of the walls ig of English quartered
oak, carved by hand. The upper portions are finished in
bronze bhas-relief work, and the ceilings are also
gquartered oak, beautiiuliy carved. The effect 1s that
of an old English baronial hall, with the dingy massive-
ness brightened and freshened without losing any of its
richness. The effect ig heightened by a large Scotch
brownstone engraved fireplace, which ornaments the
centre of the room. The business office has oral comuu-
nication with every portion of the house, and the wants
of the {enants can be altended to as quickly as can be
done by humnan ingenuity and & perfeclly arranged service.

In addition to the four mein stalrcases mentioned
before, which are finished in bronze and marble, there
are four iron stalrcases for servants, four passenger
elevators, and four servants' elevators.

The Dakota will be divided into about 65 ditfferent
suites of apartments, each containing from four to
twenty separats rooms, so that accomnodations can be
furnished either for bachelors cor for large families.
There 1s an ailr of grandsur and elegance not only about
the halle and stairvays but also about the separate
apartments thalt cinnot probably be Tound in any olher
house of this kind in the country. The pariors in scue
instances are 25 by 40 feet, with other rooms in propor-
tion, and there are in many evases private halls to the
suites, furnished with fine bronze wantels, tiled
hearths, and ornamental open fireplaces. The parlors,
libraries, recception and dining roomns are all cabinet
trimmed, paneied, and wainscoted Iin wahogany, oak, and
other atiractive and dursple woode, and are furnished
with carved buiftebs and manieis, mirrors, tiled hearths
and open grate fireplaces, and parqueted floors. The
kitchensg are spaclous, and provided with ranges, with
ventilating hoods, all with Minton tiled facing and
marblie vaingeobing. There are porcelalin washbtubs, larpe
storeroomns and closets, and butlers' pantries, equipped
in the most complete manner, and each sulte hasg its
private bathrooms and closets, fitted with the most
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approved sclientific sanitary appliances.

The plurbing and hyglenic arrangewents are fully
egual to anything in this country. On the top story
are six tanks, holding 9,000 gallons of wabter each,
and suppilied Dy steam pusps having & daily capacity of
2,000,000 Uallon% and about 200 miles of pipe have been
used in elfecting its circulation. Not cnly in the
sanitary appliznces, out in every other department,
there iz & completeness that is surprising. The pre-
cautions taken to secure proper ventilstion and & pure
atmosphere, to lasure safety to occupants in cases of
fire or panic, and to extinguich fire are perfect.

When opened the comfort and convenience of the guests
will be further insured by the accommodations of the dining
rooms, laundry, and barber's shop, run oun the nost
improved plan, in connection with the bullding. It is
the perfection of the epartment style of living, and
guarantees to the tenants cowforts which would require
unlimited wealth to procure in 2 private resgidence. The
wigest precautions have been taken 1o insure freedom from
the crdinary cares of ihe houschold to the fortunate
tenants., For imstance, the coal and kindling weod are
purchased by the manager in large quantitics and sold to
the tenants, whoe take In exchange for their money tickets
which are presented at the oifice, and the fuel 1is
carried to thelr rooms in convenient quantities, thereby
saving the user Irom any of the neceseary troubles in
buyving and gtorage. This may seem lise a small matier,
bub it is only one of the hundred pluns taken by the
owners to scceure the comfort of the tenmnts.

Tt is almost necdliess to state that the building is
as nearly fireprooi asg any which can be erected. There
are continuous passagevays exbtending through the Tour
divigions on the reof't ninth, eighth, and first steories
On the tenth floor there ig provision for a play room
and gyrnesiuvm for the children, well lighted and venti-
lated and commanding & grand view of the ity and sur-
roundings, while on the ninth {loor there il be oxtra
servants’ roome, privite laundries and drylag rooms,

Gormitories {o transiont male and fewnle servante and
atlackés of the bullding, aad Javalories, tollict rooms,

and pathrooms for thelr use.
The wori on both the Dal the nelghboring
apart.eatl house and private dwellings ouned by Lhe sstale
has becn dono nol oniy in the most czreiu’ manacr, but
with & view 1o permanence and convenience, and Lo sym-
metry as well as beauty of appearanue. The greatesy
skill snd experience and the best materials large mesns
could command have been employed, and the manner in
which the work in each department has been done reflects
the preatest credit on those intrusted with it, especially
upon the architeot, Mr. H.J. Hardenbtersh, who has super-
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vised the work from its commencement to its now
rapidly epproaching completion.

Both the Dekota, the private residences, and the
smaller apartment house are now ready for occupation,
and we need hardly comment on the peculiar attractions
they will possess for those who have experienced a
degire for an eligible residence on the west side. The
natural and artificial attributes of the position are
all in favor of the bulldings, vhich for comfort, ample
space, salubrity, converiience, and accessibility cannot
be excelled, and a glance at our descripiion will suffice
to show that everything skill couwld furnish, ingenuily
and experience suggest has been supplicd. The managers
o the Clark estate, the owners oif the property, are
wéll known for their faifness and liberality Lo tenants,
and every care will be taken to inswre comflort and well-
being. The rente are moderate when compared with the
accomnodations furnished, and those desiring to secure
either dwellings or apariments can examine plans, &o.,
and make arrangements at the office of the estate, at
Ho. 25 WVest Twenty-third-street, New-York.

Alterations and additions: The grounds of The Dahota origi-
nally extended 175 feel west beyond the rear of the building.
The property contained gardens, croquet and tennig courts,
and a depressed Dboiler room, which are no longer extant.

The Tollowing material concerning building applications i4
from the Plans Desk, Buildings, Department, Municipal Building,
New York:

On May 22, 1894, George H. Griebel Archb., 247 West 125t}
Street, received approval for alteration application Plan

640 for the Tollowing work: '"New Toilet Room for Help to

be arranged under sidewall in Vauli. Front Area to be

lowered as to give light, and for Appearance, and Ventilation."
The cost was estimated to be "$2000 99/100." Vork was begun
on July 2, 1894, and completed on September 22, 189h.

On August 29, 1903, Griebel, now of 439 Fiith Avenue, received
approval for alteration Plan 1433 for "General repairs, such
as patching floors and plestering” on the interior and the
following work on the cxberior:

A - on plan - New dormer window to be pul, constructed
of angle iron frame work, hellow block and Copper.

B - on plan - Hew opening culb - Jams [sic] rebullt with
2 rowiock arch over sane. ——_

- on plan -~ Partitlon 1o be rewoved.

- on plan - New dormer window to be put in. Constructed
of angle iron frame work, hollow plocks and Copper.
All work to be done in Sth S5tory.

(vl o]
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Unfortunately, the accompanying draviags are missing. The
work was begun on Ocbeber &, 1903, and complieted on November

2k, 1903.

Minor alterations to apartment partitions were carried out
in Apartments 92 and 93 in 1933-35, Apartment 84 in 1035-36,
Apartment 51 in 1939, Apartment L in 1962, and Apartment 3%
in 1963, and in a number of apartments in 196U, and Apartwent
31 in 1965. Apartment 1 was divided intc two apartments in

1965.

A 15,000 gallon tank was installed "in coal bunker enclosed

in 8" brick wall" in 1936-37. The curd slong the West T2nd

Street entrance was dropped in 219h0-%1 to provide an auto-

mobile driveway. In 1962-63 & new apartment was consiructed
on the first ficor at the corner of T2nd Street and Cemtign

Park West and nearelevater doors ingtalled,

Tmportant old views:

a. TFhotograph of The Dakota with skaters in Central Park,
dated "about 1890." Negative 34438C, New-York listorical
Society. This view is reproduced in King's Handbook of
New York City, 2nd ed., p. T4b.

b. Photograph of the 72nd Street facade, dated "before
1890 (7)." Museum of the City of New York. (See HABS
vhotocopy) .

c. Photograph of Centrsl Park West facade, dated "1890."
Museum of the City of New York.

o

Two photographs~-one leooking north, one looking south--
taken from the rooci of The Dakota, dated "1887." New-
York Hiegtorical Bociety.

e. FPhotograph showing both West TZnd Street and Central
Park Wegt Tacodes by Wurts Brothers, reproduced in
New York Landmarks, p. 153.

B, Scurces of Information

1
4.

Primary and unpubiisghed sources:

Records from vhe Plane Desk, Buildings Depariment, Municipal
Building, New York, New York.

Secondary and published sources:

"A Description of One of the Most Periect Apartment Houses In
the World," The New York Times, October 22, 1884, p. 5.
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"At Home in The Dakota," Interiors, CXXIIT (June, 1964},
56-59. -

Bach, Richard F. "Henry Janeway Hardenbergh," The Archi-
tectural Record, XLIV (July, 1918), 91-93.

"Costly New-York Buildings,” The New York Times, October §,
1890, p. 1L.

Hertmann, Sadakichi. "A Conversation with Henry Janeway
Haordenbergh, " The Architectural Record, XIX (Mzy, 1906),
376-80.

"H.J. Hordenbergh, Architect, Is Dead," The New York Tiwmes,
arch 1k, 1918, p. 13.

Schuyler, Montgomery. "The Works of Henry Janevay Harden-
Bergh, The Architectural Record, VI (January-March,
1897), 335-T5.

"Mhe Venerable Dakota," Architectural Forum, Vol. 110
(March, 1959), pp. 122-23.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATTION

A‘

B.

General Statement

1. Architectural interest and merit: Completed in 1834, The
Dakota 1s & very sarly example of an elegant New York City
apartment building. Because it has been well msintained and
little altered since its erection, the bullding retaing to
a very great cxtent its original layout and decorative
features.

2. Condition of fabric: Excellent.
Degcription of Exterior

1. DNumber oif stories: Seven storiesg, plus two Full storics
housed undcr the roof.

2., Nuber of bays: The West 72nd Street and Central Park West
{acades are voth eleven bays wide; the Vest Tird Street lacade
ig thirteen baye wlde; and the rear facade 1s sevenbeen bays
wide. :

Over-all dimensions: The Central Farit Vest and rear facades
cach measure approximately 2047-4"; the West 72ad and West
T3rd Street facades each measure approximately 200'-2'.

(W8]

L, Iayout, shape: The building is rectangular in plun, with an
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I~ghaped court.

Wall construction, finish and color: From the basement level
to the first floor window sills the walls are of a yellowish-
gray santstone. Above thig, the walls are of yellow brick,
iaid uwp in common bond. There is a berra-cotta belt course
carved with a diaper pattern between the second and third
{Joors. The rear wgll is of red brick, lald up in common bond.

Chimneys: There are severzal corbeled yellow birick chimneys
on all sides,

Cpenings:

a. Doorways and doors: Tie main entrance, cn T2nd Street,
consists of a large stone archway with an iron gate and
with three windows above. A second lron gate opens into
the courtyard. A glass-enclosed passagewsy runs along
the west side of the courtyard.

b. Windows: All windows are sguare-hesded and have stone
srchitraves and sills except for windowes at second {loor
level, which are round-headed. A}l windows have one-
over-one Light double-hung sash. On the Vest TZ2nd Sireet
jacade bay windows extend from the second floor to roof
and are topped by pentagonal towers at roof level. On
the Central Park West facade in the center bay there are
bay windows at the fourth and fifth flocr levels. Some
windows have balconels, and bascment windows have iron
sriilles.

Balcony: On the seventh floor level a stone balcony with
an iron railing runs along the West Tind Gtreet and Central
Park West facades and partially along the Wegt T3rd Street
focade

Roof':

. Shape, covering: The building has an irregular rooiline
with gabled, sgnsard and pyramidal rools, covered uith
slate shingles.

. Cornice: Btone.

g. Doruers: There are two, three, and four levels of
dorners at variocus parts of the rool, oome with stone
faces and some covered with copper. A11 have cne-over-
one Light double-hung sash.
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. Descripbtion of iaterior

L. Floor planeg: Al each corner of the central courtysrd is
g passenger elevator and stairway. On floors two through
seven, oniy itwo or three apartments arwo sowved by each
elevator and stairway, as there is no corvidor linking
other apartments. The eighth and ninth floors, originally
servants' rooms, are now being converted into small _
apartments; a continuous corridor on these floors connects
all apartments.

o

Stairways: The corner stairways have iron balusbers with
vooden railings; from the first to second floors there is
marble wainscoting, and above the sccond floor there is
wooden wainscoling.

3. Elevators: The eight original hydraulic eclevators-~four
pasgenzey, four service--are still funetioning, but new
cabs have been installed.

L. Flooring: Hall floors on the first floor are of marble;
hall fioors on the [loors above are of wood.

5. Wall and ceiling findsh: The hallways have wooden wain-
seoting, and plaster walls and ceilings.

. o 6. Doorways and doors: Apsrtment entrance doors and hall
doors are of pancled wood, two tTo three inches thick.

T. Hotable hardware: The brass door knobs, escubsheons, and
inges are all original.

c2

Hallways have

s
105,

Lighting, type of fixtures: Ilectriusl
combinaticon brass and glass hanging U

9. Heating: SHteam.
D. Site and Surroundings:

1. Orientation and general setiting: w entrance ifacade on
Wegt T2nd Street faces soutd, and the Central Park Vest
facade faces enst onto Centrel Fark,

2. Fence: A fence congisting of s gtono coping topped by &n
iron railing sunported by cast lron grotesques and obaarded
male masks suwrrounds the bullding on all but the rear rfacadeo
and is geparsted frow the bullding by an areaway.

3. Bidewalks: Concerete and sbone, contigucus to fence.
. Prepared by Diana §. Haite

Architectursa] Historian
April, 1968



