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HAER No. NM-28-R

Location: üIhite Sands Missile Range
East side of Runway t7 /35, adjacent to Crash/Rescue
Standby Support GPS Facility
tühite Sands vicinity
Doña Ana County
New Mexico

U.S.G.S. 7.5 Minute Las Cruces, New Mexico,
Quadrangle, Universal- Transverse Mercator Coordínates
(center of runways): E 32.944408 N 106.47993 Zone 13S,
NAD 1983

Construction: ca.1995

Architect Not known

Builder: Not known

Present Owner: Commander, U.S. Army Vühite Sands Missile Range,
New Mexico 88002-5018

Present Use: Vacant

Significance The Crash/Rescue Standby Area Trailer hras an essential-
component of the úIhite Sands Space Harbor (VüSSH) from
1992-20tL. It is consi-dered to have nationa.l-
significance and is eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under
Criterion A for its association with the NASA Space
Shuttle Program (SSP) with a period of significance of
1976-2011. Because it achieved significance within
the past fifty years, Criterion Consideration G also
applies.
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PART Ï. HÏSTORICAL TNFORMATTON

A. PHYSICAL HISTORY

1. DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

The Crash/Rescue Standby Area Trailer was installed ca.1995

2. ENGTNEER

Not known.

3. BUILDER/CONTRACTOR/SUPPLIER

Not known

4. ORIGTNAL PLANS

Not available.

5. ALTERATTONS AND ADDITIONS

A1l electronic eguipment was removed once the facility was
vacated in 201-l-. The U.S. Army initiated occupation and reuse of
the faciJ-ity in the sunmer of 20L2.



V{HITE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, CRASH/RESCUE STANDBY AREA TRATLER
HAER No. NM-28-R

(Page 5)

PART II. STRUCTURAL/DESIGN INFORMATION

A GENERAL DESCRIPTION

]-. CHAR]\CTER

The Crash/Rescue Standby Area Trailer is a rectangular,
prefabricated steel- portable trailer on a concrete pad used for
storing crash/rescue and GPS equipment. The trailer was
manufactured by Jackson Mfg., Inc., of Chickasha, Oklahoma.
Facing east, the metal hitch is l-ocated at the north elevation
and a solid pedestrian door on the east elevation. Tinted glass
windows are located on the north, east, and west elevations.
Generators and electrical transformers housed in detached,
prefabricated metaL structures are located to the east alongside
the access road.

2. CONDITION OF FABRTC

Ì,ttrhen documented in March 2012, the Crash/Rescue Standby Area
Trailer was had been abandoned for over six months, but was in
fair condition. The j-nterior equipment had been removed and the
exterior was showing signs of neglect due to the harsh desert
environment, which requires that facilities are constantly
maintained and repaired due to shifting sands, flash ffoods, and
extreme temperature variations.

B. CONSTRUCTION

The Crash/Rescue Standby Area Trailer is a prefabricated trailer
on a concrete pad.

C. MECHAN]CAL/OPERATION

The Crash/Rescue Standby Area Trail-er featured electricíty to
pohrer interior lightsf electronic navigational equipment, and a
wall-mounted air conditioning unit"
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PART ITI. SOURCES OF TNFORMATION

A. ENGINEERING PLANS AND DRAVüINGS

There are no known engineering plans or drawings of the
Crash/Rescue Standby Area Trailer.

B INTERVIEVüS

The fol-Iowing NASA and VüSMR employees hrere interviewed for this
documentati-on.

Robert E. Mitchell, WSTF Manager, September 20LI.

Frank Offutt, VISSH Manager, September 2071.

Timothy Davis, WSTF Historic Preservation Officer, September 207I
and March 2012.

Bill Godby, WSMR Historic Preservation Officer, September 2011,.

Doyle Piland, V4ISMR Museum Archivist, September 20IL

Dennis G. Perrín, NASA Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas, and
V'¡STF Facility Manager (1975-1989), June 201-3.
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D. LIKELY SOURCES NOT YET INVESTIGATED

Research was conducted at !üSSH and I¡ISTF using primary and
secondary sources. Sources that were not investigated that may
contain secondary information are archived at NASA' s Lyndon B.
,Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.

Additional oral history interviews with other engineers and
technicians could also prove useful.
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PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

In 201I-2072, New South Associates (NSA), under contract with
InoMedic Heal-th Applications, LLC (IHA) of Kennedy Space Center,
Florida, and in coordj-nation with NASA and the U.S. Army,
conducted background research and a historic architecture survey
of resources at the NASA VüSSH. The survey included the
documentation and eval-uation for NRHP elígibility for seventy-two
resources located in four distinct areas. Based on this
research, NSA determined that no properties remain at !üSSH from
the period prror to NASA acquisition in 1963 except for the
footprint of the packed gypsum Runway 7'7/35.1

NSA recommended that the three NASA WSSH Runways and the Control
Tower in Area 1 were individually eligible for l-isting in the
NRHP and eligible as contributing resources to the *[^ISSH Shuttle
Landing Facílity District" under Criterion A and Criterion
Consideration G for their association with the NASA SSP. None of
the other si-xty-eight ínventoried properties \¡/ere recommended
indívidually eligible for l-isting in the NRHP due to l-ack of
historical- association with the NASA SSP or other historic
contexts, fack of unique design or constructj-on features, or
insufficíent integrity; however, nineteen of these properties,
all of which lie within Area 1, i^rere recommended as contributing
resources to "!üSSH ShuttÌe Landing FaciJ-ity Districtr " even
though they were not recommended indivídually eligible for the
NRHP. The historic dístrict contains a total of twenty-eight
resources: twenty-three are contributing and five are non-
contributing.

After formally ending the SSP on August 31, 201I, NASA disposed
of the VùSSH and released use of the property to the U.S. Army
WSMR. The property transfer r^ras a federal undertaking on
federall-y-owned property and subject to compliance with
Section 106 of the NRHP Act of 1966, as amended. The undertaking
resulted in an Adverse Effect to the NRHP-e1igible VISSH Shuttle

1 Reed, Mary Beth, and Robbie D. Jones. "Hj-storic Architecture Survey and
National- Register of Historic Pl-aces Eval-uation of the NASA White Sands Space
Harbor on the U.S. Army Vühites Sands Missil-e Range, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico," New South Associates, Stone Mountain. Georgia, 1998: 44-62.
Unpublished report on file at NASA hlSTF, Las Cruces, New Mexi-co.



IVHTTE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, CRASH/RESCUE STANDBY AREA TRATLER
HAER No. NM-28-R

(Page 12)

Landing Facility District. To mitigate the adverse effects, NASA
completed HAER Level fI documentation of the historíc district
and relocated the Control Tower to the VISMR Museum for
conservation, exhíbition, and public interpretation.

The miti-gation plan was defined in a Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA), executed between NASA, the U.S. Army, and the NM-SHPO in
August 20L2. The properties within the historic district r¡rere
documented with large format photography in March 201-2.
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APPEND]X- LOCATION MAPS
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Figure 1. Map of Vùhite Sands Military Reservation showing White Sands
Space Harbor (Source: U.S. Army).
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