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HISTORÏC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD

VüHITE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, CRASH/RESCUE STANDBY
SUPPORT GPS BUILDTNGS

(space shuttle Landing Facility Area 1, crash/Rescue Standby support
GPS Buildings)

HAER No. NM-28-Q

Location: White Sands Missile Range
East side of Runway L7/35, approximately 2,650' north
of intersection with Runway 23/05
lfhite Sands vicinity
Doria Ana County
New Mexico

U.S.G.S. 7.5 Minute Las Cruces, New Mexico,
Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates
(center of runways) : E 32.944408 N 1-06.47993 Zone 13S,
NAD 1983.

Construction: ca.t992

Architect: Not known

Buil-der: Not known

Present Owner: Commander, U.S. Army V[hite Sands Missi]-e Range,
New Mexico 88002-5018

Present Use: Vacant

Significance: The Crash/Rescue Standby Support GPS Buildings r^rere an
essential component of the Vühite Sands Space Harbor
(VüSSH) from 7992-20IL. It is considered to have
national significance and is eligible for listing in
the National Reqister of Hístoric Places (NRHP) under
Criterion A for its association with the NASA Space
Shuttle Program (SSP) with a period of significance of
1,9'76-201-1. Because it achieved signíficance within
the past fifty years, Criterion Consideration G also
applies.
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PART I. HTSTORICAL INFORMATTON

A PHYSICAL HTSTORY

1. DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

The Crash/Rescue Standby Support GPS Buildings k¡ere ínstalled
ca.L992 .

2. ENGINEER

Not known

3. BUTLDER/CONTRACTOR/SUPPLIER

Not known

4. ORIGTNAL PLANS

Not avai-Iab1e.

5. ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS

All electronic eguipment was removed once the facility was
vacated in 2011. The U.S. Army initiated occupation and reuse of
the facility in the summer of 20L2.



VüHTTE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, CRASH/RESCUE STANDBY SUPPORT GPS

BUÏLDINGS
HAER No. NM-28-Q

(Paqe 5)

PART II. STRUCTURAL/DESIGN INFORMATION

A. GENERAL DESCRIPTTON

1. CHARACTER

The Crash/Rescue Standby Support GPS Buildings include a
rectangular, prefabricated portable steel- trailer on a concrete
pad, as well as a square, prefabricated metal building. Both
\^rere used to store crash/rescue and GPS equipment. A GPS antenna
is located in the southwest corner where the two buildings
adjoin. Both were ínstal-led around L992. Both featured solid
metal doors and featured a red and white checkerboard paint
scheme. The facility r^ras vacated in 2017.

2. CONDITION OF FABRTC

When documented in March 2012, the Crash/Rescue Standby Support
GPS Buildings had been abandoned for over six months, but were in
fair condition. The interior equipment had been removed and the
exterior was showing signs of neglect due to the harsh desert
environment, whj-ch requires that facilitíes are constantly
maintained and repaired due to shifting sands, flash floods, and
extreme temperature variatíons.

B. CONSTRUCTION

The CrashlRescue Standby Support GPS Buildings consisted of two
prefabricated metal buildings on concrete pads.

C. MECHANICAL/OPERATION

The Crash/Rescue Standby Support GPS Buildings featured
electricity to por4rer interior lights, electronic navigational
equipment, and a wal-l-mounted Air Conditioning unit.
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PART ]ÏÏ. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A. ENGINEERING PLANS AND DRAüIINGS

There are no known engineeríng plans or drawings of the
Crash/Rescue Standby Support GPS Buildings.

B ÏNTERVIEWS

The following NASA and !{SMR employees \^rere i-nterviewed for this
documentation.

Robert E. Mitchel1, hISTF Manager, September 2017.

Frank Offutt, VüSSH Manager, September 207I.

Timothy Davis, i¡trSTF Historic Preservation Officer, September 2011
and March 2072.

BiIl Godby, V4ISMR Hj-storic Preservation Officer, September 2017.

Doyle Piland, VüSMR Museum Archivist, Septembex 20L1,.

Dennis G. Perrin, NASA Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas, and
VüSTF Facility Manager (1975-1989) , June 201-3.
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D LIKELY SOURCES NOT YET INVESTIGATED

Research was conducted at V{SSH and WSTF using primary and
secondary sources. Sources that were not invesÈigated that may
contain secondary information are archived at NASA' s Lyndon B.
Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.

Additional oral history interviews with other engineers and
technicians could also prove useful.
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PART IV. PROJECT TNFORMATTON

In 2011-2012, New South Associates (NSA), under contract with
InoMedic Heal-th Applications, LLC (IHA) of Kennedy Space Center,
Florida, and in coordination with NASA and the U.S. Army,
conducted background research and a historic architecture survey
of resources at the NASA VüSSH. The survey included the
documentatr-on and evaluation for NRHP eligibility for seventy-trn/o
resources located rn four distinct areas. Based on this
research, NSA determíned that no properties remain at VüSSH from
the period prior to NASA acquisition ín 1963 except for the
footprint of the packed gypsum Runr^ray 7'l/35.1

NSA recommended that the three NASA VISSH Runways and the Control
'Iower in Area 1 were individually elígíble for listing in the
NRHP and eligible as contributing resources to the *IiüSSH Shuttl-e
Landing Facility District" under Criterion A and Criterion
Consideration G for their association with the NASA SSP. None of
the other sixty-eight inventoried properties r^¡ere recommended
individually eligible for l-isting in the NRHP due to lack of
historical association with the NASA SSP or other historíc
contexts, lack of unique desi-gn or construction features, or
insufficient integrity; however, nj-neteen of these properties,
all of which l-ie wíthin Area 1, h¡ere reconìmended as contributing
resources to "!üSSH Shuttfe Landing Facility DistricL," even
thoug'h they were not recommended individually eligible for the
NRHP. The historic di-strict contains a total of twenty-eight
resources: twenty-three are contributing and five are non-
contributing.

After formally endi-ng the SSP on August 31, 201,L, NASA disposed
of the VüSSH and released use of the property to the U. S. Army
WSMR. The property transfer r^¡as a federal- undertaking on
federally-owned property and subject to compliance with
Section 106 of the NRHP Act of 1966, as amended. The undertaking

r Reed, Mary Beth, and Robbie D. Jones. "Historic Architecture Survey and
National Register of Historic Pl-aces Evaluation of the NASA White Sands Space
Harbor on the U.S. Army VrThites Sands Missile Range, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico." New South Associates, Stone Mountain, Georgia, 1998: 44-62.
Unpublished report on file at NASA WSTF, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
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resulted in an Adverse Effect to the NRHP-eligible Iltr SH Shuttle
Landing Facilíty District. To mitigate the adverse effects, NASA
completed HAER Level fI documentation of the historic district
and relocated the Control Tower to the I¡¡SMR Museum for
conservatíon, exhj-bition, and public interpretation.

The mitigation plan was defined in a Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA), executed between NASA, the U.S. Army, and the NM-SHPO in
August 2012. The properties within the historic district were
documented with large format photography in March 20L2.
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APPENDTX- LOCATION MAPS
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