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I/üHITE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, NAVTGATIONAL ATD (NAVATDS) CONTROL

BUILDÏNG
(Space Shuttle Landing Facility Area I, NAVAIDS Control Building)

HAER No. NM-28-J

Location: Vühite Sands Missile Range
Approximately 40 feet northeast of the HUB Maintenance
Facility
Vühite Sands vicinity
Doáa Ana County
New Mexico

U.S.G.S. 7.5 Minute Las Cruces, New Mexico,
Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates
(center of runways): E 32.944408 N 106.41-993 Zone 13S,
NAD 1983

Construction: ca.1992

Architect: Not known

Builder: Not known

Present Owner: Commander,
New Mexico

U.S. Army V[hite Sands Missile Range,
88002-5018

Present Use: Vacant

Significance: The Navigational Aid (NAVAIDS) Control- Building \^ras a
component of the VÍhj-te Sands Space Harbor (V{SSH) from
L992-20LL. Playing a minor support role at IIüSSH, this
building is a non-contributing resource within the
VùSSH Shuttle Landing Facility District, which is
eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP) under Criterion A for its
association with the NASA Space Shuttle Program (SSP)

with a period of significance of 'J.976-2OIL. Because
the district achieved significance within the past
fifty years, Criterion Consideration G al-so applies.
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PART Ï. HTSTORTCAL TNFORMATTON

A. PHYSICAL HTSTORY

1. DATE OF CONSTRUCTION

The Navigational Aid (NAVAIDS) Control Building was relocated to
ÍÛSSH around 1992.

2. ENGINEER

Not known

3. BUILDER/CONTRACTOR/SUPPIIER

Not known

4. ORIGTNAL PLANS

Not avaíIable.

5. ALTERATIONS AND ADDTTTONS

All electroníc equipment, machinery, and furnishings r^rere removed
once the facility üras vacated in 2011. The U.S. Army initiated
occupation and reuse of the facility in the summer of 201-2.
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PART TT. STRUCTUR.AL/DESIGN ]NFORMATION

A. GENERAL DESCRIPTION

1. CHARACTER

The Navigational Aid (NAVAIDS) Control Building (NASA Inventory
#52) is a prefabricated synthetic trailer-type unit that has been
covered with spray foam insulation. The rectangular buildíng
features doubfe metal entrance doors at the center of the west
and north el-evations. All other entrances are inoperable. The
doors exhibít distinctive circular fixed pane windows. It rests
on metal piers on the ground. A small concrete pad that supported
a dumpster is located at the east elevation. The building is
currently vacant.

2. COND]TION OF FABRIC

I,ttrhen documented in March 20L2, the Navigational Aid (NAVAIDS)
Control- Building had been abandoned for over six months, but was
in fair condition. The interior equipment had been removed and
the exterior was showing signs of neglect due to the harsh desert
environment, which requires that facititíes are constantly
maintained and repaired due to shiftíng sands, flash floods, and
extreme temperaÈure variations.

B. CONSTRUCTION

The Navigational Aid (NAVAIDS) Control Building
prefabricated synthetic and metal building on a

rsa
concrete pad.

C. MECHANICAL/OPERATION

The Navigational Aid (NAVAIDS) Control Building featured
el-ectricity to poh¡er interior lights, radi-os, and wall-mounted
air conditioning units.
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PART ITT. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A ENGINEERING PLANS AND DRAVÙINGS

There are no original engineering plans or drawings for the
Navigational- Aid (NAVAIDS) Control Building. NASA staff created
an as-built, not-to-scale site plan, whích was used as a base map
for thís report (Figure 2).

B. INTERVIEVüS

The following NASA and IISMR employees hrere interviewed for this
documentation.

Robert E. Mitchell, I¡trSTF Manager, September 20tL.

Frank Offutt, ÍüSSH Manager, September 2011,.

Timothy Davis, t'ISTF Historic Preservation Officer, September 20'l,I
and March 2072.

Bill Godby, MMR Historic Preservation Officer, September 20tt.

Doyle Piland, I{SMR Museum Archivist, September 20!I.

Dennis G. Perrin, NASA Johnson Space Center, Houston, Texas, and
IIISTF Facility Manager (1975-1989) , June 2013.
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LIKELY SOURCES NOT YET TNVESTTGATED

Research was conducted at $ISSH and I¡ISTF using primary and
secondary sources. Sources that were not ínvestigated that may
contain secondary information are archived at NASA's Lyndon B.
.fohnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.

Additíonal oral hístory intervíews with other engineers and
technicj-ans could also prove useful.
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PART IV. PROJECT INFORMAT]ON

In 20II-20I2, New South Associates (NSA), under contract wíth
InoMedj-c Health Applications, LLC (IHA) of Kennedy Space Center,
Florida, and ín coordination with NASA and the U.S. Army,
conducted background research and a historic archi-tecture survey
of resources at the NASA WSSH. The survey incl-uded the
documentation and evaluation for NRHP eJ-igibiJ-ity for seventy-two
resources located in four dísti-nct areas. Based on this
research, NSA determined that no properties remain at VüSSH from
the period prior to NASA acquisition in 1963 except for the
footprint of the packed gypsum Runway L1/35.r

NSA recommended that the three NASA WSSH Runways and the Control-
Tower in Area 1 were individually etigible for listing in the
NRHP and eligibl-e as contributi-ng resources to the "VüSSH Shuttl-e
Landing Facility District" under Criterion A and Criterion
Consideration G for theír association with the NASA SSP. None of
the other sixty-eight inventoried propertíes ¡^rere recommended
individually eligible for Ìisting in the NRHP due to lack of
historicaf assocíation with the NASA SSP or other historic
contexts, lack of unique design or construction features, or
ínsufficient integrity; however, nineteen of these properties,
al-l of whích Ìie within Area 1, were reconìmended as contributing
resources to 'WSSH Shuttle Landing Facility Distríct, " even
though they ü/ere not recommended indívidualJ-y eligible for the
NRHP. The historic district contains a total of twenty-eight
resources: twenty-three are contributing and fi-ve are non-
contributing.

After formally ending the SSP on August 31, 2017, NASA disposed
of the VùSSH and rel-eased use of the property to the U.S. Army
VüSMR. The property transfer hras a federaf undertaking on
federal-Iy-owned property and subject to compliance with
Section 106 of the NRHP Act of 1966, as amended. The undertaking
resul-ted in an Adverse Effect to the NRHP-eligible VüSSH Shuttl-e

1 Reed, Mary Beth, and Robbie D. Jones. "Hi-storic Architecture Survey and
National Regíster of Historic Places Evaluation of the NASA White Sands Space
Harbor on the U.S. Army Whites Sands Missile Range, Doña Ana County,
New Mexico." New South Associates, Stone Mountain, Georgia, 1998: 44-62.
Unpublished report on file at NASA WSTF, Las Cruces, New Mexico.
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Landing Facility District. To mitigate the adverse effects, NASA
completed HAER Level ïI documentation of the historic district
and relocated the Control Tower to the VûSMR Museum for
conservation, exhibì-tion, and public interpretation.

The mitigation plan was defined in a Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA), executed between NASA, the U.S. Army, and the NM-SHPO in
August 2012. The propertíes within the historic district r^rere

documented with large format photography in March 2012.
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APPENDTX- LOCAT]ON MAPS



,

t0

I I

Main Posl
WSMR

ü]HITE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, NAVIGATIONAL AID CONTROL BUILDING
HAER No. NM-28-J

(page I4)

NORTHERN
CALL.UP

ARËA

San

frrury Sitc I

ïì'ESTERN

AREAS

iwnre DS Ruidoso

Truth or

I
I
I

l'
\

I
I

--ú----\/rç-

(Frx)

L
I
I

{
l
I
I
I
I
I
1

L
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I

12

I
I

lr
I

I
I
t
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
It

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

ü

7

Whit¿ Sords
Honbø

Afamogordo

Holloman A.F.B
l-- .llr

I

I

Hetch

White Sands
Monumsnt

Rønge roads north of
U.S. Highway 70 are
doseel tt¡ the publìc
except.þr special events.

El Paso
6 0 õ ü)1620II,!_-I

scrtt ilt[s
Figure 1 " Map of White Sands Milit.ary Reservation showing Vühite Sands
Space Harbor (Source: U.S. Army).

*
l.aa¡rùrlb
¡ofrhlÉb

Las

"ÀJ

s



V4]HITE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, NAVIGATIONAL AID CONTROL BUILDING
HAER No. NM-28-J

(page 15)

t

0 T
.,!g*l

\l
i\

'rÀ

r
1

IT

1Ã

'\, r

:

F.

i
Í
il

ir

't ANEA 4 Ê#o"

. n¡æhÐ6

Þ Ð@q

) JT

.¡:' ìt
li

lr*.* ".jÈ;--

Figure 2. Map of VÍSSH showing location of Navigational Aid (NAVAIDS)

Control Building in Area t, whj-ch delj-neates the NRHP boundaries of
the $ISSH Shuttle Landing Facility Dístrict (Base Map Source: NASA

9ìISTF) .

¿t

¡ii

r ll
'ir

ARFA 1

+



lfHrTE SANDS SPACE HARBOR AREA 1, NAVTGATIONAL AID CONTROL BUILDING
HAER No. NM-28-,I

(Page 16)

Fígure 3. Map of the VüSSH HUB complex showing Navigational Aíd
(NAVAIDS) Control Buí1ding (#9) (Site PIan Source: NASA üISTF).
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