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The Department of the Navy plans to replace
Pier 2, Pier 3, Trestle 2, and Trestle 3 at
NWS Earle. These structures, and many of
their associated buildings, were identified
as meeting National Register Criterion A
during a cultural resources investigation
conducted at NWS Earle in 1999. The
Department of the Navy and the New Jersey
State Historic Preservation Office (NJ SHPO)
have not reached an agreement concerning the
specific definition or boundaries of the
National Register-eligible architectural
resources at NWS Earle to date; however, an
assumption of eligibility for Pier 2, Pier
3, Trestle 2, and Trestle 3, as well as the
historic buildings associated with these
structures, was made for the purposes of
this project. To mitigate the adverse effect
of the proposed project to the piers,
trestles, and associated buildings, the
Department of the Navy, the NJ SHPO, and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
entered into a Memorandum of Agreement
stipulating written, graphic, and
photographic documentation of the
structures. This documentation was
undertaken to fulfill these stipulations.

Elizabeth Amisson, Sarah Farley, and Robert
F. Panepinto, August 2003
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Part I: Historical Information

Building 531 (Ordnance Storage, End of Pier 3) is a modern,
steel frame building constructed ca. 1990. It is located at the
northeastern end of Pier 3 between Buildings 5A and 6A.1

! The Cultural Resource Group, Louis Berger & Associates, Inc., “Architectural
Resources Survey: Naval Weapons Station Earle, Monmouth County, New Jersey”
(Colts Neck, NJ: The Cultural Resource Group, Louis Berger & Associates,

Inc., 1999), 74.
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Part II: Descriptive Information

Building 531 (Ordnance Storage, End of Pier 3) is a tall,
rectangular, one-story steel frame building located at the
northeastern end of Pier 3 between Buildings 5A and 6A.
Constructed ca. 1990, Building 531 has served in its current
capacity since its construction.? The building is in good
condition.

Building 531 is clad with corrugated metal sheeting. The facade
(southwest elevation) consists of a large, central garage
opening containing a modern garage door. Box lights flank the
garage entrance. A pedestrian entrance containing a metal door
is located to the right of the garage entrance. The southeast
and northwest elevations of the building contain small, louvered
vents near the tops of the walls. There are no openings in the
northeast elevation. The side gabled roof is covered with
corrugated metal sheeting. The interior of the building consists
of one large, open space used for ordnance storage.

Only one interior photograph of Building 531 is included in this
report. This was the only view necessary to impart the
building’s support system, interior walls, hardware, window,
doors, and floor.

2 Ibid.
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Part III: Sources of Information

A. Engineering Drawings

Dewberry & Davis. Asbestos Operations and Maintenance Plan, U.S.
Naval Weapons Station Earle. Colts Neck, NJ: Naval Weapons
Station Earle, 1999. Printed from a CD provided by Naval
Weapons Station Earle, Base Civil Engineering Office.

Naval Weapons Station Earle, Base Civil Engineering Office.
Building Use Location, Trestle & Piers, Waterfront Area
Map. Colts Neck, NJ: Naval Weapons Station Earle, Base
Civil Engineering Office, 1994. Printed from a CD provided
by Naval Weapons Station Earle, Base Civil Engineering
Office.

B. Bibliography

The Cultural Resource Group, Louis Berger & Associates, Inc.
“Architectural Resources Survey: Naval Weapons Station
Earle, Monmouth County, New Jersey.” Colts Neck, NJ: The
Cultural Resource Group, Louis Berger & Associates, Inc.,
1999. Photocopied.

Lancaster, L. W. “Record Report, Contract NOy-7693, Ships Piers
and Approaches.” Colts Neck, NJ: Naval Ammunition Depot
Earle, 1945. Photocopied.
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