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Boudinot Mansion HALS
{Known as Boxwood Hall since I877) B3
I073 Easgst Jergey Street o
Elizabeth, Union County, _ o
New Jergey. R

[
LR

Owner: The State of New Jersey.
Custodlian : The Commission on Higtoric 8itses.

Date of Erectlon : Before I788. Two lateral wings demol-
isghed IB70 when ¥wo stories were superimposed
on the remaining central unit and a rear gerv-
ice wing added.

Architect ' Unknown.

Bullder ¢ The Hon. Bamuel Woodfuff, original owner, dled
'I788. Alterations by Capt. Wm. €. DeHart 2nd.,
owner, I870.

Present Condition : Regtoration begun in March Id42 by
the State of New Jersey, ags a W.P. A, project
under direction of Herbert N, Moffett, Archt.,
deputy district officer of HABS. (Died Dec.1942)

Number of sbories : Two and one-half. over cellar, after
removal of the two upper stories added in 1I870.

Materials of Construction
Foundation- Stone masonry, coursed above grade.
Exterior Walls~ Timber frame, brick~filled, shin-
gled: original red palint remailn-
ing ugder present drab color 1isg
to be restored,with white trim,
Interior Walls-~ Plonk partitions, lathed and
plastered. '
Chimnies- Criginal brick, inside gable end wslls.
Roof- Restored gable, asbesgtogs-shingled. New cornices.

Higtorical Data : The following two extracts from publish-

ed acoounts of I844 and I888 in reference to the Hon, Elias
Boudinot's residences in Elizabeth served to introduce our

inguiry for the factg to identlify the original and suocceed-
ing owners of this house -

(I) Dr. Elias Boudinot, born in Philadelphla 2 May
1740, descendant of Hugienot ancestors. After com-
pleting a course of classloal preparation, he gtud-
ied law with Richard Stockton, a member of the first
Congress, and whose slgter he afterwards married. ‘
When admitted to the bar, he gelected this town for
his residence, snd lived several years in the old
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building, now almosgt in rulns, and known ag the
Whitlock House, in Meadow Street, next south of i -
the residence of Mr. James ¢, Nuttman. {FRev. Niche-
olas Murray, Notes Historical snd Bilographical con-
cerning Elizabeth-town, I844, reprint 1941, p. III.)

(2) The Hon. Elias Boudinot was born at Philadelphia,
April 2T (old style) I740, studled law wilth his bro-
therwin-law Rlchard Stockton, Esq., at Frinceton, was
licensed 1n November I760 and coummenced practlice in
this town. He married Aprll 2I, I762, Hanneh, sister
of Ricllard Stockton. He resided first in s smaller
and then in a larger house on Jersgey Street, both of
which he bought of Alderman Woodruff or hlg heirs, in
the latter of which Mr. Woodruff lived until his de-
cease. (ReV, E.F.Hatflield, Higtory of Elizabeth, N.
J., 1868, page 588.)

ELIAS BOUDINQT'S HOUSE ON MADISON AVENUE IW 1783,
-?Not the house here consig%regéin ﬁrvey)
The identity of the "Whitlock House in Meadow Btreet",
now Madison Avenue, with the "Smaller® house purchased by Boud-
inot from Bamuel Woodruff ag above stated is clearlﬁ established
by the following extracts from the land records of Zssex County.

(I) Mortgage dated I0 March 1785, by which George
Pugh of Elizabeth Town, "Practlitioner in Physic", and
wife Mary, conveyed to "Elias Boudlnot of the same
place, Councellor at law", as security for payment of
350 Pounds current money of New York, "All that cer-
tain dwelling house and lot of 1land in which Eliasg
Boudinot formerly 1lived and in which Sjlas Halsey now
liges, belng the house and part of the lot which the
gald Flias purchaged of the late Samuel Woodruff eg-
quire by deed dated 22nd of July Anno, Dom. I783, sgit-

uated on the easterly side of the road leading to
Woodruff's farme." (a)
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Footnotes ¢

(a) Recorded in Essex County Mortgege Book B., page 87. The deed
of 22 July I783 mentioned therein is net found on record seither
in the County books or ia those of the Province, the latter now
filed in the office of Secretary of State. Probably this mort-
gage covered the purchase price meoney, deed of which supposed con-
veyance from Boudinot to Pugh in I78% is llkewlse unrecorded.

The will of Qeorge Pugh, "lLate of the Islamd of Jamalca but now

of Elizabeth Town", dated 7 Nov. I785 and proved © Jan. I788,names
wife Mary and daughters Elizabeth Dorothy Pugh and Charlotte Spen-
cer Pugh as devieees, witn friends John DeHart end Elias Boudinot
ag executors. (Abstracts of Wills, publshed in N.J.Archives, XXXV,
317.) Dr. Pugh arrived in Elizabeth Town in I770,
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Evidently that mortgage was foreclosed afier ths death of
Dr. Pugh within the same year, for Elias Boudlnot regsined
possessioh and conveyed 1t to Ephraim Whitlock (b) as the fole
lowing two ltems from the county records prove, viz.

(2) ¥Mortgage dated II February 1804, Ephraim Whitlock
conveys to Nancy Barber, both parties being of Ellzabeth
Town, as security for the paymsnt of

"A lot of land and premises on the east gside of the main
gtreet from Elizabeth Town to Woodrufffs Farms in Ellzae-
beth Town aforesald. Beginning at a stake for a corner,
about I1.37 chaing from where a parsllel line with the froat
of the dwelling house on sgaid lot, in which the said Eph-
railm Whitlock now lives, will intersect the line of sald
street, thence south 69 degrees east 9% rods to a atake,
thence north 20 degress in a paragllel line with the street
I7 rods less 2% fest to a stake, thence in a llne parallel
to the first line of the lot as aforesald 9% rods to the
gald street, thence down the sald street to the plaoce of
beginning, containing one acre. Bounded north by Nathan
Woodruffis lot, eastward by a lot of land sold by G; Ellagh
to the honorsble Jonathan Dayton Egqr., south by the lot

of Tsaac Woodruff Esqr. decsasged, and wegt by the sald

main highway. Excepting the part sold and conveyed to
Andrew Woodruff." o recital of mortgagor's title. {(c)

(3) Mortgage dated 2 September I805, EphraimL. Whltlock
to Busan Neimcuiez, both of Elizabeth Town, conveys as
gsecurity for payment of %400 and interest in one year,
1A11 that messuage or dwelling house lot of land and prem-
1ses with their rappurtenances where the sald Ephralm L. W
Whitlock now lives, situate in Elizabeth Town aforesaid,
being the ssme house and lot which the sald Pphraim L.
Whitlock purchased of Elias Boudinot Egquire,®, with the
description of lot same asg above, {(d)
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{(b) Col. Ephraim Lockhard Whitlock died 22 September IB25 aged

70; his wife Ann died 21 sept. 1826 aged 84, pédr gravestone
inseriptions in First Presbyterian Churchyard, Elizabeth. Hs
gerved as ensign in Capt. William Bond's Company in the Battle

of Long Igland, was promoted to Captalin and served in many battles
and was present at the surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown,
Va. He was an original member of the Boclety of the Cineinnati.
He married Anne Tiebout. (D.A.R. Lineage Book XVII, 880.)

{(c) Essex County Mortgage Book F., page 689,

# ¢; Eliama, ag written 1n the mortigage book, evidently careless
clerk's error for General Ellag Dayton if not for General Eliag
Bouddtot. The reference is obviously to the Boudinot Mansion
lot adjacent on the saet to Whitlock's, and which the Hon. Jon-
athan Dayton had pbtalned by 25 Sept. 800 apparently from Bou-
inot.

(d) Essex County Mortgsge Boo} G., p. 402. The deed from Ellas
Boudinot to Whitloeck, mentioned therein, 1s not found on record.
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: This "Smaller house® on the east side of Meadow Street, e
purchased by Ellas Boudinot from Samusl Woodruff by deed of
22 July I783, as above recited, appears to have been on the
site of that marked P.H.Gillhooly, no. 123-127 Madlieon Ave.,
next south of that marked Cornelia Notman, on the map of E-
lizabeth published in E. Robinson & Co. Atlas of Union Coun-
ty, H.d., 1906, By drawing the plot as described in the
mortgage of 1804 and in deeds relative to the lsaac Woodruff
lot next southward, the house is found to have stood about
315 feet north of and facing East Jersey Street. That slte
is now occupled by the Winfield Scott Public School No. 2.

RESIDENCE QF THE HONBLE. SAMUEL WOODRUFF, 1768,
{Yhe house here surveyed, at no. 1073 E.Jersey St.)

Having thus established by contemporary evidence cited
in suuport of the Rev. Nicholas Murray's statement in 1844
that Elias Boudinot "lived several years . . . . in the Whit-
lock house in Meadow Street", that he indeed pulchased it
ffom Samuel Woodruff, by deed of 22 July I783, and sold it
on or before I0 March I7?8%5 to Dr. George Pugh at which date
it was occupied by one Silas Halsey as tenant, recovered and
gold it to Col. Ephraim L. Whitlock on or before I1II February
1804, we proceed to investigate the statement of the Rev. E.
F.Hatfield in I888 that Boudinot resided secondly "In a larger
houge on Jersey Street, bothh of which he DOUght of Alderman
Bamuel Woodruff or hig heirs, in the latter of which Mr. Wood-
ruff lived untll hig deceage.® No deed of conveyance of thils
*larger house" to Boudilnot appears on record, unfortunately
for the completness of our search of title, and deductlon from
the following evidence from the public records lg necessary
in place thereof,

The bond given by Elizabeth Woodrufl, widow of Samuel
Woodruff Esqg., deceaged (intestate), Benjamin Woodruff minis-
tar of the Gégpel, Joseph Woodruff merchant, and Isaac Woodruff
Esq., all of the Borough of Elizabeth in the County of Eggex,
Province of New Jersey, as administrators upon the estate of
"The Honorable SBamuel Woodruff Esq., of the Borough,cCounty:.-
and-Province aforesald, deceased", was dated IS August I768. (e)
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(e) Samuel Woodruff Esqg. dled in Elizabeth IO Aug. I788 and
wag buried II Aug. in the First Presgbyterian Ch. there per ob-
ltuary notice; gravestone not found; a son of Joseph Woodruff
who died 25 Sept. I746 aged 72 per gravestone in sszid chyd.

He was extengively engaged in merchandise, trading to the West
Indies, one of the most influentlal clitizens of Elizabeth, mem-
ber of the Provincisl Council I757-88, named one of Common
Council in the flrst charter of the Borough of Elizabeth dated
8 Feb, I739/40, later an Alderman, and the Mayor 1751~-59, pres-
ident of Trustees of First Presb. Ch. I758-65, Ruling Elder of
game 1785, a truatee of Colleke of W.J. I749-88 (of which his
song Benjamin and Joseph were graduates in class of I753). By
hisg wife Elizabeth Odgen, who survived him, Samuel Woodruff had
isgsue viz. Abigall b. 14 S8ept. 1738 4. 27 Sep. 1738; Samuel Db,
I5 Mar, 1746, d. in Nov. 1747 {grvst. of both in Presgb. Chyd.);
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The following obituary notloe appeared in the New York
Gozette and Weekly Mercury of Ib August I768 :~

*Ellzabeth-Town, August I2, I788. On Wednesday morning

last, departed thls Life after a short illness, the Hon.
Samuel Woodruff, Esq.; one of His Majesty's Council for
thie Province. A Gentleman universally known for his un-
daunted Resalution, unsghaken Fidelity, and Just Decisions,
in the Character of a Magistrate, for hias Benevolence, Hos-
piltality, public Spirlt and Liberality, few, 1f any, excel-
led him. In his private Life were most eminently Jolned,

the affectionste Husband, tender Parent, kind Master, falth-
ful Friend, and to crown all, the cheerful and deveut Chris-
tian. By his sudden Fgll, several publio, and important
Placeg of Trust became vacant, all of which he filled with
distinguished Integrity. Hlis remains were decently inter-
red ¥esterday Afternoon in the firet Presbyterian Church,
attended by a numerous Concourse of People, from thie and
the neighboring Towns, when a very pertinent and judlclous-
ly applied Sermon was preached by the BRev. James Caldwell,
from Isaiah 1lvii, i.2. (f)

The Inventory pf the "Personal fstate of the Honble. Samuel
Woodruff Eeq., deceasged, taken ye I8th day of August I788" by
William Harrison and Timothy Edwards, appralsers, and Ellzabeth
Woodruff, Isaac Woodruff Esq., the Rev, Benjamin Woodruff and
Joseph Woodruff Jr., administrators, lieits the furnlture 1in
these named {and others implied) rooms in his late dwelling,
viz. Blue Room, Crimson Room, Oak Room*, as alec the mllk-house,
kitchen, cgllar, chaige-house. Potatoes, barn and hayrack "at
the farm™, an anchor %on the new Dock", a beoat named "Long
Black", goods in the store, etc., at a total valuation of 1666
pounds, 2 shillings and I pence, plus outstanding debtsg due the
estate, 300 pounds, and bonds at 3662 pounfis, 8 shillings, 4
pence, indicate a man of very considerable wealth. (g)
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Benjamin 4. 3 Apr. I803 pastior of Pregb., Ch, Westflield, N.J.;
Joseph buriled I5 Feb. I769 in Ist. Presb. Chyd. Elizabeth; and
Elizabeth#who mar. the Hev, Josepy Treat pastor of Ist. Presb.
Ch. of W.Y.C. ({E.F.Hatdleld, Hlst. of Elizabeth, p. 582. Pro-
ceedings of K.J.Hist. Scc. 24 series II, II5. New Engl. Hist. &
Genealog. Register 1890, pp.264 et seq. Inseripts. Igt. Presb.
and 8., John's Chyds. Eliz. I882. N.J.Archives, Igt. series,
XXVI, 244, 259, 378.) #She mar. lst, Ebenezer Bryant, of Eliz-
abeth Town, attorney, who died 1751,(The Tpsat Family,1893, p.2.3%)
(f) Abstracts of Newspapers, publi. in N.J.Archives, %st.Serles,
AXVI, 244.
(g) Extracts from original Bond of Administrators and from In-
ventory of personal estate, now filed in office of Secretary
of State, Trenton, N.Jd. Abstracts of same publ. in N.J.Archiveg
AXAIIT, 487,
# The panelled mantelphece , cornloe, door and wldow trim, in
the northwest rear parlor show blue paint under the present
white. The crimson room was 8o named from the e¢olor of the

upholstery of ite furniture, as sce the inventory of same taken
I769 upon the death of the son Jogeph Woodruff. Osk woodwork
hasg not been found in the interior trim of any room; the term
"0sk Room" mav refer to vwine flnished to resemble oazk grain.
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After the death of the Honble. Samuel Woodruff on IO August '
B768, evidently in the house here congldered, the adnintftira-
tors adverjlsed a publio sale to be held %At the late Dwelling
Houge of Samuel Woodruff Esqg. deosased® on 13 September 1788,
of %A great varlety of goods, consigting of genteel household
furniture, & number of nsgroes, mals and female, old and young,
excellent horses both for gaddle and carrisasge, z neat caravan
hung on springs, several palr of good oxen, the best mllch cows,
a number of young cattle, a herd of swine, a complete set of
farming utensils, a quantity of well-oured hay, both English,
fresh and salt, wheat, oats and flax in the shesaf, Indian oorn
in the ground, with other almost 1lnnumerable articles.®, in
the New York Journal or General Advertiser of Ist. September
I788. On 26 September following, the administrators advertls-
ed the adjourned sale to be held on 4 October, *When the re-
mainder of the moveable estate will be sold, consisting of two
large boats in good trim, a large anchor and cable, & neat sing-
ing clock, currant wine, a stout negro man, household furaiture®
ete., * _

BECOMES RESIDENCE OF 30N JOSEPH WOODRUFF JR.

The real estate of Samuel Woodruff Esq., dsceased intestate
as abovesald, devolved upon his two song, of whom Joseph came
into posession of the paternal resldence {(here gurveyed) on East
Jergey Street by a deed of I3 October I788 from the other son,
the Rev. Benjamin Woodruff, as the following ltems shows i-

Morfgage dated I4 Octobsr I768, Joseph Woodruff Jr., of
the Borough of Ellzabeth, Provincs of New Jerssy, merchant, con-
veys to Benjamin Woodruff of same place, clerk, as security for
payment of 900 pouhds "current light money of New Jersey", "All
that lot of land on which Jogeph Weodruff the mortzZagor now livesg,
gituate in Ebizabeth Town in the Borough sforegald, and opn which
the HonexeblesSamuel Woodruff Esq,, deceased, lately lived, boun-
ded south and west by highways, Elias Boudinot and Nathan Wood-
ruff, north by Joseph Woodruff Sr., and east by George Price, and
which the sald Joseph Woodruff Jr. holds by virtue of a Deed of
Conveyance from the said Benjamin Woodruff to the ssaid Joseph
bearing date the Day before the date of these Preseunts, together
with 2all & singular the Bulldings & appurtenances to the same
belonging." {(Recorded in Fssex (o. Mortgage Book A., p. I08.)

But thls Joseph Woodruff Jr., who thus in 1788 suoceeded
hig father, the Hon. Sanuel Woodruff, in the possession and oc-
cupation of the house here surveyed, dled within six monthe after
him, in February 1I789.

In his wlll dated 8 February I760 and proved I0 days later,
Jogeph Woodruff Jr. of the Borough of Elizabeth, merchant, above-
named, devised 500 poands to his wife Rebeckah upon her releasing
her dower rights in hls estate, and the balance of the estate to
hig son Hunloke Woodruff, all to be sold in the event of hls death
under age. Bequests of 800 pounds each to "My brother Benjamin
Woodruff and mg glgter Elizabeth Treat!, I00 pounds to "My nepheg
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* abgtracts of Newspspera, published in N.J.Arciives, Ist, series,
XXVI, 2569 and 282.
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Samuel Woodruff the son of sald Ben jamin®, 50 pounds to Mary "

dsughter of said Benjamin, and 200 pounds to wlife Rebecksh, = ' .

were made, He appolinted his“Friends William Peartree Smith Faa

and Elias Boudinot" as guardians of his son Hunleke Woodruff

to age 2T yeors, and they with "My uncle Isaac Woodruff Egq.

to be executorg,wlith power to sell hig real estate éxcepting

"The Houge & Lott in which I now dwell, or the Store & Lott,ad}oinin
The Inventory of the persopgal property of Joseph Wood~

ruff Jr., taken 22 February 1789, 1é§udes thege iteme viz.-

In the Green R om, wesring apparel of his father, sgilver-hilted

sword, bible, the best bed, his portrait, gilt walnut sconce,

8 red rush-bottom chalre, oval gum-wood table, 0ld square tab-

le, andironeg, carpet and books. In the Chintz Room, a gilt

sconoe glase, 8 walnut chalirs, 2 elbow chalrs, A8 wber bod)

andirons. In the Blue Room, a greghfield bedﬂ%“ afgggfgc§gé; g

son check curtains, 7 small glses plectures, small looking-glses,

walnut dressing table. In the Crimson Room, IC c¢rimson mahog-

any chairsg, 2 arm-chalrs, crimson settee, gilt pier glags, palr

of mahogany dining tableg, palr of mshogang card tableg, pair

of crimgon damask window curtains. Other roomeg lisgsted are the

Common Parlor, Back Parlor, Lower passage, Cellar, Kitckhkn,

new Kitchen,kitshen” chambér ,and "Hunloke's Room at Princeton

College®. The toLal valuation of the personal estate was

1687 pounds 2 shillings and 4 pence. {(h)

After the death of Josgeph Woodruff Jr. in February I7é9,
his executors advertised a sale of higW"Household furniture of
which sgeveral items are genteel and almost new, together with
gome glavesg, horsges, ocetile, two riding-chairas etc." to be
held on 8 March I769 at his late dwelling house at Elizabeth.
(Extracts from the N.Y.Gazette and Weekly Mercury of 27 Febru-
ary 1769, reprinted in N.J.Archives, Ist. series, XXVI, 379.)
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(h) Abstract of the will and inventory published in N.J.Archives,
XXXIII, 487. Abstract of Inventory ag above 1s from the original
now filed in the office of the Secretary of State, Trenton, N.J.

Jogseph Weodruff Jr., born about I734 in Elizabeth, N.J., died
there in Feb. 1769, merchant, son of the Hon. Samuel Woodruff,
and was buried in Ist. Presb. Chyd. there. He received his degrees
of B.A. from the College of N.J. I753 and M.A., I?58. He married
Igt. Ann Hunloke who died 28 June I757 in 25rd yr. per gravestone,
dau. of Capt. John Hunloke of Elizabeth, and had an only child,
Hunloke Woodruff, born 23 Oct. 1784, who was a student at the
College of N.J. {Princeton Univ.) in I78% but did not graduate
there, and who died 4 July I8II in Albany, N.Y., having married
I8 May 1779 Maria Lansing, dau. of Col. Jacob Lansing of that
city, and had issue. Hunloke Woodruff gtudled medicine under
Dr. Malachi Treat in N.Y.C. and served as Surgeon in 3rd Regt.
New York during the Revoluthonary War. Joseph Woodruff Jr. mar-
ried 2ndly Bebeckah ....... who gsurvived him. (General Catalogue
of Princeton Univerdity I746-I008. W.J.Archives XXX, 25b and
XXKIIIS 2I1. Pearson, Collections on the History of Albany, IV,
IB4x.
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In the. same advertigement was offered "To be let and ent-
ered upon immediately, the dwelling house late of the Hon,
Samuel Woodruff Esq., deceased, at Elizabeth Town in New Je®-
sey. 7Thip ig & very Lﬁ;gg_gg@_ﬁgg@gggely finlisghed houge, with
Lwo wings,, % two storiesg hl and hag four large rooms
on a floor, with & back piazza of the lengih of the house. The
wingg are algo two sgtories high having several commedious

apertments; the lot contains aboul three acres, on which are
several convenlient out-bulldings, and a capacious well-ingloged
garden wlth a small orchard behind it. The whole 1in the best
repair." (Extracts from The New York Gazette and Weekly Mer-
cury of 27 Feb., 1789; reprinted in N.J.Archives, Ist. series,
XXVI, 379.) This is the earliest descriptlon of the house

here surveyed, and isyvaluable accordingly, especially for

the mention of the two wings which have since been demollished.

But the egtate of Joseph Woodruff Jr. inherited from his
father, Seamuel Woodruff Esq., both belng deceased, became in-
solvent, and the house was gelzed by the Sheriff as follows :

HAt Elizabeth Town, New Jersey, by virtue of a Writ of
Fierl Faclas to me directed, at the sult of John FReld against
the goods and chattels, lands and tenements, which were of
Samuel Woodruff Esq., late deceased, at the time of his death,
I have taken and seized the Dwellins House and lot of land
wherein the sald Samuel Woodruff lived, also all that lot of
land and Btore House, adjoining thereto, all which I shall ex-
pose to Sale by way of Public Vendue at the premises on Tues-
day the 28th day of April next, between the hours of twelve
and five in the afternoon of the same day. The above Bwelling
Houge is two stories high, with four large roomg and a twelve
ffot entry on a floor, all genteely finighed, &and a cellar un-~
der the whole. There are algo twc large wings, two storleg
high, and well-finlghed. On the premlases are a Barn, Stable,
Coach House, Cow House and a garden containing about two acres
of land, with a very fime agsdériment of fruit trees and an as-
paragus bed of near & quarter of an acre. Matthiasgs Williamsgon,
Sheriff. 26 February I772.%" (Extracts from The New York Gaz-
ette or Weekly Post-Boy of I8 March I772, reprinted 1n N.J.
Archives, Ist. series, vol. XXVIII, 83.)

In the same 1ssue of the CGazette, ithe exeoutors of the
estate of Joseph Woodruff Jr., deceassed, announced that "There
will be exposed to sale at the same time by the subscribers,

2 large House and Lot in Elilzabeth Town, near Robert Odgen's
Egq., in which Joseph Woodruff Jr., deceaged, lately lived.
Also a lot of land near the same, lying on Elizabeth River,
contalning about one acre, in which are two small tenements
and a very convenilent dock. Also a lot of galt meadow lylng
in Elizabeth Town Great Meadows, near the upland, containing
about four acreg.'

In the 4 May I772 1ssue of The New York Gazette and Week-
ly Mercury, it was stated that "The vendue of the real egtate
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of the late Joseph Woodruff Jr. of Elizabeth Town came on the
28th ult. when the several housee and lots, which are among
the best and mogt conveniently situasted in the place, were
put up to sale, but very few bidders appearing, the vendue was
adjourned untll tomorrow the $Bth of May, when those fine hous-
eg and lots will be peremptorilly sold to the highest bidder
without further adjournment. All gentlemsn who incline either
to double their money or deslre to become proprietors of pleas-
ant country seats, will give their attendance at 2 O'olock
afternoon.® (Abstracts from Newspapers reprinted in N.J, Arch-
ives, Ist. series, vol. XXVIII, I3I.) Evidently bought by the
Rev, Benjamin Woodruff (Bro. of Joseph Jr.), and John Barns.
Finally, the lssue of the same newspaper on 5 October
1772 carried this advertisement :~ *To be sold at public vendue
at the Merchant's Coffew House on Tuesday the 8th of October,
or at private mdle any time before, that commodlous and well-
finished House, with convenient Coach-House, Stable and Cute
House, late the property of Samuel Woodruff, Esq., deceased,
sltuated in the mogt agreeable part of Elizabeth Town, togeth-
er with near four acres of exceeding good land adjoining there.
to, lncluding an extenslve garden and good bearing orchard,” %
(Abstracts from Newspapers reprinted in H.J.Archives, Ilst. ser-
les, vcl. XXVIII K 265.) *"The conditions of sale wlll be made known
by the Revd. lir. BenjJamin Woodruff at Ellzabeth or John BarnesiN.Y.C
Ellas Boudinot, one of the two executors of the will of
Joseph Woodruff Jr., 1g shown by the above quoted advertise-
mentg not to have been in possession of this Samuel Woodruff
Houge on East_gersey Street before $ October I772. He may have
acquired title to 1t between that date and one in I777, in which
latter year he moved with his family to a farm near Basking
Rldge, in the mountains of Somerset County, some twenty miles
from Flizabeth, in order to escape the British and Tory ralds,
but more likelyfin or soon after I784 when he and the family
réturned to town. No deeds of conveyance to or from him oon-
cerning thls property on East Jersey Street are on record, un-
fortunately for the chaln of title.” puty SEE ADDLIDA on poge 25.
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Footnote

Igaac Woodruff Esq., named as uncle and appointed an
executor in the will of Joseph Woodruf?f Jr. dated 8 February
1789 Elizebeth Town, was deputy Mayor of that place under May-
or John DeHart who died 1n I795, and he died I7 Oct. I803 in 82mi
¥yr. per gravstone 1in Ist. Presb. Chyd., having served asg a mem-
ber of the Agsembly. His wife Sarsh died 5 Sept. I799 in 77th yn.
mer gravestone, His children were :- Igaac d. 2 July 1804 in
BIst yr; Sarah mar. Thomas Eaton; Lewis 4. 27 Feb. I8I8 aged 82;
having mery Hannah Horton who mar. 2nd. Elisha Phinney and 4.
24 July I84I1 aged 87 per marble tablet on north wall of Ist.
Pregb, Ch.; Samuel d. before I802; and Nehemlah 4. after I8I7.
Igaac Woodruff Esq. purchased from the egtate of his nephew Jos-
eph Woodruff Jr., as stated in hls will of 8 Feb. I802 and de-
scribed in = mortggge of 6 July I773, and reslded on,the corner
part of the lot , extending north from Jersey 8t. along Mesdow
St. {Madison Ave.) some 2T4 feet to "The lot of Elias Boudinot®
and easterly along his line +to the southeast corner of his gar-
den, and southerly 20 degrees west "parallel to the said Mr.Bou-
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: Boudinot!s former house on Meadow Street was occupled by
9 a tehant, Silas Halsey, when he sold it to Dr. George Pugh
in I785 as ghown by the mortgage cited on page 2 hereof, which
. evidence 1indicates Boudinot's residence being elsewhere in
Elizabeth in that year. The statement appearing in the Hev.
Edwin ¥. Hatfield's History of Elilzabeth, I888, that Boudlnot
bought and occupied the house of the Alderman Samuel BWoodruff
on Jersey Street, 1s aocepidble here, no evidence to thecoon-
trary appearing on record. That Boudinot sold 1t to General
Jonathan Dayton between I79% and IS00 (in which former year
Boudinot moved to Philadelphia) appears from the evidence of
a mortgage on thile property given by Dayton to him in the lat-
ter year, as appears hereafter at length. By a deed of I3
July 1795 Jonathan Dayton and wife Susannsh comveyed to "The
Honorable Ellas Boudinot of the same place, Doctor of Laws'*,
all parties being of Elizabeth Town, a house and two lots on
the ndrth side of Elizesbeth Avenue near the Court House Square,
mentioning Dayton's twelve=year regsidence therein, the consid-
eration money being IIO0 pounds. {Eggsex County Deed Book D.,
page 240.) Possibly thils respresented an exchange of properties
between Boudlnot and Dayton.

GOVERNOR WILLIAM FRAWKLIN CONFINED AT BOUDINOT!8 HOUSE.
SEE Sorrection. in Anpsndlx, page a,,

In a letter dated Elizabeth Town IO January I778, William
Alexander {alias Lord Stirling) wrote to John ! aneock the
Presgident of Congressg, "As 1g evlident from the last letter

" from the governor that he intends no longer to remain quiet,
I thought it most prudeat to sgecure him and remove him to
this place. 1 accordingly sent orders to Lieut. Winds thils
morning for that purpose. I have provided good gentesel lod-
gings for the governor at Mr., Boudinot's which I expect he
wlll occupy this afternoon, and where I intend he shall re-
main unt1l I have directions from Congress what to do with
him.* {Quoted in J.J.Boudinot, The Life, Public Services, Ad-
dresses and Letters of Ellas Boudinot, L1.D.,2 vols., 1896,
r. I2.) The reference is to William Franklin, the last royal
governor of New Jersgsey, being taken into custody by the pat-
riot Americans. In I778, Boudlnot still owned the house on
Meadow Street, purchased from Samuel Woodruff in I783; it hes
not been determibed at what date beiween I7?72 and I784 he ac-
quired the latter's house on Jersgey Street.
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dinot's east line" to Jersey 3t., and situated"Between the
dwelling house formerly the property of Samuel Woodruff Esq.,
deceased, and the house commonly called and known by the name
of the Green Store."™ This lot had some 180 feet frontage on
East Jersey Street and 2I4 on Madison Avenue, at the corner.
(Esgex Co. Mortgage Book A., p. 28I.) 1In the division of this
lot among the heilrs in I8I7, the western nalf of the house,

9 whigh faced Jersey St., was awarded to Isaac Woodruff's dau.
Sarash Eaton and the eastern half to his son Wehemiah Woodruff.
The former half has slnce been demolished but the latter half
formg no, 1085, itg front conslddrably remodelled.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON ELIAS BOUDINOT 1740-I82I.

The armorial bearings of Elias Boudlinot ag found engraved
by Maverick on s bookplate are described as "Azure, a chevron
between two mullets in chief and a flaming heart in base Or.
Crest - a wreath of leaves and berries. Motto- Soli deo glor-
1a et honor.? (C.K.Bolton, American Armory, I027, p. I8.)

Eliag Boudinot, born May 2, K740, dled Octobery 24, I82I,
fourth of same name in descent from Elias Boudinot ( a pros-
erous merchant, elder of the Reformed Church, Seigneur de
Cressy, who want from that place in France to London and
thence to New York in I887 and bought extenslve tracts in
Bergen County, N.J., and died in Néw York I702), was a son
of Eliag Boudinot 3rd., a silversmith at Princeton, Postmas-
ter at Trenton I757, who died 4 July I770 aged 63 according
to his gravegtone In the First Pregbyterian Churchyard at
Elizabeth, New Jergey, and hig wife Catherine Williams of
Antigua, Britigh West Indles, who dled Ist November I785
aged 51 years.

The abovesald Ellas Boudinot 4th, born at Philadelphia,
was licensed an abtorney-at-law Iin 1780, sergeant-at~law 1770,
after recelvihg a clagsimal academy editcation and studying
law with the Hon. Richard Stockton of Princeton (who was a
slgner of the Declaration of Independence I778) whose sisgter
Hannah Stockton he married on 21 April 1762, and whose wife
Annis was Boudinot's gister. The interesgts of two wealthy
and prominent families of New Jersey were thus unlted.

He gsettled in Elizabeth about I78I-82¥%, posesibly influenced
by the fact that his paternal aunts were Mary, wife of the Hon,
John Chetwood, a Justice of the Supreme Court, and Jane, wife
of the Rev, Thomas B. Chandler, rector of St. John's Church,
all of that place. (1) He purchased from the Mayor, Samuel
Woodruff Esq., & one~acre lot and house on the east side of
Meadow Street there {site of Winfield Public School on Madison
Ave,) by deed of 22 July I783 and occupied it during the gev~
eral years until removal to s farm near Basking Ridge in I777.

Eliag Boudinot served as president of the Board of Trustees
of the First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth from 23 Decen-
ber I785 to 2I December I787.. He became a leader in hig pro-
fession and recelved an honorary degree of Doctor of Lawg from
Yale College in I790. He was a trustee of the College of Wew
Jersey {Princeton Univereity) from I772 until Pig death 1ia
I82I. On II June 1774 he became & member of the Committee of
Correspondence for Essex County, the organized movement for
reslstance to Britlsgh oppression in tne Colonies. In March I?75
he and William Livingston hurrled the New Jersey Assembly into
approving the proceedings of the First Continental Congress.
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*The Rem. N. Murray, Notes Historlcal and Biographical concern-

ing Elizabeth, I844, reprint I641, page III.

(1) Bee N.J.Archivesg XX, ISI, note.
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o 7
\ ' : Beu&inot ‘served as alde-de-camp to Brigadier—@eneral o
® . W¥illiam Livingston at Ellzabethtown Point in I776, and on I5 '

May I?777 was commlissioned to the limphrtant post of Commissary-
‘General of Prisoners by the Congress. On 20 November in the
game year, he was elected a delegate to Congress from New Jer-
sey and re-elected therseto until I784, serving as president
of that body from 4 November I782 and having soted asg the
gecretary of foreign affairs thereof from I8 June previous.

He served on more than thirty committees of Congress, usually
asg chalrman. As presldent of Congress, he signed the trkatlies
of peace with Great Britain in I783 and of allliance with the
King of France. He presided at the session of Congress held
in Nassau Hall, Princeton College,at which General Washington
wag tendered the official thanks for his services "In estab-
lisghing the freedom and independence of your country.® In this
capacity of president of the Continental Congress, Boudinot
was the chief executive of the United 8tatedrin Congress ass-
embled, at a time previous to the adoption of the Consgtltution.

As a gtrong Federalist ln politles, Boudlnot influenced
New Jersgay to ratufﬁ the natlonal Constltutlon, and was elect-
ed to the House of fepresentatives in the first, second, and
third sessicns of the United States Congress. He wag appointed
by President Washington to be superiliantendent of the U, 3.llnt
at Philadelphla in I795, but resigned the position on lst. July
I805 and retired to his home at no. I35 West Broad Street, Bur-
. lington, N.J. There he pursued gtudy of Holy Scripture and GO~
riled four religious books which were published, He became
president of tine American Bible Society in I8!, and died at
Burlington 24 Tctober I182I. (3)

on bile m“nnmeq+ in 3t. maryls Churchysrd in Surlington, la
the inscriptlon t-"dere llecs the remainsg of the Honorasble Elizg
Boudinot, Ll.2., Born on tae 2nd day of =ay A.D. I740. He dled .
on the 24th day of Cect. A.D. I82I. Hig life waes an exhibltion
of fervent plety, of useful talent, and of extenslve benevolence.
Hie destn wzs the triumph of Chrietlan feith, the consum.:atlon
of hope, the dswn and the pledge of endlegs feliclity. To those
who Knew him not, no words can paint, and jhose who knew him,
know nll words sre falnt. Mark the perfect men and behola the
upright, for the end of that man 1s pezce,? (Woodward and Hage-
ganS*History of Burlington and Mercer Countles, N.J., 1883, page

3.

o b H B N H B W R N R & W W MR R S R HE R KM R

(J) Dietionary of Americaan Biography, 1929, vol.2, p.477. Rev.
Nicholag Murray, Notes Historicel and Blographical conwerning
Elizabeth~town, 1844, reprint I94I, page III. Rev. E.F.Hatfield,
History of Ellzabeth, 1868, page 588. W.W.Clayton, History of
Union and Middlegex Countlies, N.J., I882, pzge III.

#This evidence of Boudinot's burial in Eurlington, i#.J., corrects
the remariable statement ln B.J.Lossing's Plctorlial Field Boox

of the Hevolutlion, I&80, veolume I, pspge 322, that kBlias Boudinot
wag buried in the Firgt Presbyterian Ghurchyard Elizabeth, N.J.,
showing even a sketch of "Boudinot's Vault! there.
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Returning to a consideration of the "Boudinot Mansion®, e Far
at I073 East Jersey Street, Elizabeth, it should be noted U
that if he acquired it from the estate of ‘Joeeph Woodruff Moo
Jr. at some date since I772, he was not occupying it in _
1777, for 1n that year he had removed his family ¥ from
that town to & farm near Basking Ridge, some twenty milles
westward in the hills of Somerset County, to avoid the ralds
of Tories and British. :

BOUDINCGT'S ITINERARY Iv77-I1701.

Letters from Boudinot at camps above Philadelphia, dated
successively from 22 July I777 to 4 March I778, are addressed
to Mrg, Boudinot, Basklng Ridge, N.J. One to General Washington
is dated I3 May 1778, Basgking Ridge, and thoge o6f: 28 February,
3 May, and I? May I772 from the General are addressed 10 Boudinot
at that place. Letters from Boudinot in Merch and April of that
year are dated Phlladelphia, and one to Ganeral Washington is
dated 30 May I780, Basgking Rlidge. Other letters are 23 Septem-
ber 1780 Elizabeth, 2 January, I8 January, I8 June, and 28 June,
1781 Basklng Rldge. On 24 July in that year, he wrote from
Philadelphlia to his wife that he had obtained with difflculty
a room &t Mrs. Qlark's at the corner of Front and Chestnut
Streets in that city, likewlee from that city in those of 2 Oc¢-
tober, 23 October, 30 October I782. On 4 November of that year
he wrote thence to his wilfe that he had "This moment accepted
the President's chalr of Congress. You must be here without
delay." , and his letters thereafter to 23 June I783 bear the
same datelline, Philadelphia. Those written between 5 July and
8 November 1783 are from Princeton, N.J., and in one of II Jan-
uary 1784 he wrote from Elizabeth, N.J., to Genersl Washington
that "My little estate here reserved from the hands of the Pow-
erful Enemy after a seven year expulslon.® In a letter of 30
January I784, Elizabeth, he wrktes of "Belng at last peaceably
pettled in private 1llfe.", while thoge of 5 October 1784, 9 Feb-
ruary 0785, and I2 December I785 are also dated Elizabeth, W.J.(k)

During the first sesslon of the U.8.Congress, at New York
City, Boudinot reslded with relatives there, and visited his
home in Ellzsbeéth as occaslon permitted. At the third session,
held in Phlladelphla from 6 December I700, he remalned there
and purchaged the "Rose Hill" egtate some three miles north of
that clty. His letter of 23 Aprlil I79I is dated Ellzabeth, W,

J.; that of 28 December next at Philadelphma. (k)
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#By his wife Hannah Stockton, b. 21 Jjuly I738 1in Princeton, d.
28 Oct. 1808 in Burlington, N.J., Elias Boudinot had 1lssue two
daughters viz, Susan Vergereau b. 2I Dec. 1784, d. 30 Nov. 1854
in Burlington, having mar, 1784 Wllllam Bradford, b. I4 Sept.
I755 in Phila,., who.d. 23 Aug. 1795, Attorney~-General of the
U.8. of A, under Pregident Washington; all burled in St. Mary's
Chyd., Burlington; and Anna Maria b. II Apr. I772, d. 3 Sept.
I774. Elias Boudinot adopted his namesake, Ellas Boudinot Cald-
well, b, 3 Apr. I776, orphansd son of the Rev. James Caldwell
the murdered pagtor od Elizabeth. (E.F.Hatfleld, History of
Ellzabeth, I888, pp. 588 and 535. Woodward and Hageman, Hist,
of Burlington and Mercer Countles, N.J., 1883, page. 64.)

(k) J.J.Roudinot, The Life .... of Ellas Boudinot L1l.D., I8086.
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FUNERAL OF THE REV. JAMES CALDWELL , 27 NOVEMBER I78I. son o
{as reported in I844 and 1848.) -

(I} The Rev, James Caldwell, minister of the First Presbyterw
ian Church in Elizabeth and an ardent patrici, was shot by a
sentinel at the wharf at Elizabeth, Saturday, 24 November
17817 *Whither he had gone for a young lady who had come under
the protection of a flag of truce from New York. His corpse
was lald 1in the body of a wagon and wag carried to the house

of Mrs., Noel, his unwavering friend, whence 1t wag burled, on
Tuagday., ... After the religlious services were ended, the corpse
was placed on a large stone before the door of the house of
Mrs. Noel, now the residence of Miss Spalding, where all could
take a last view of the remalins of thelr murdered pastor. After
all had taken thelr last look, and before the coffin was closed,
Dr. Boudinoi¥* csme forward, leading nine orphan children, and
placing themp around the bler of their parent, made an addrees
of gurpassing pathos to the multitude in thelr behalf." ({(Rev.
Nicholas Murray, Notes Historiecsl and Bilographical concerming
Elizabeth Town, I844, reprint I04I, page '73.)

(2) Mr., Caldwell having thus fallen {24 Nov. 1781), his body
was lald on the straw-covered bottom of a wagon and slowly con-
veyed toward his late home (1} . The carriage did not take the
direct way, but proceeded up Water Street, turning by the tavern
into Broad Street, and thence to the interssction of the latter
with Jersgey Street. It was conveyed down Jergey Street to the
Pegidence of Mrs., Noel, the mansion since for many years the
abode of the late General gonathan Dayton, and now in the ococu-
pancy of Miss Spalding as a boarding school for young ladles.

On the following Tuesday, 1t 1g believed to have been, when the
friends of the deceased were gathered in large numbers to attend
the funeral, the cofflned remains were exposed on a large stone
at the doorwayf. " (Capt. Wm. C.DeHart, Passages ln the Historyg
of Elizabethtown, published in thg Essex Standard, Extra, I4 April
1848, Newark, W.J., reprinted in Proceedings of the Union County
Historical Soclety, vol. 2, page 27.)
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#Elias Boudinot recelved the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws
from Yale College in I790. An account similar to this of the
Rev, N.Murray (who became pastor of ihe First Presbyterian Church
of Ellzabeth in I1833) appears in Barber and Howe, Historical
Collections of the State of New Jerssy, 1845, page I88, which
cites "Memoirs recently published in the New York Observerd)/

(1) Query. Does this mean he resided with Mrs. Noel ? The parsog~
age on the Rahway Road west of face St., Elizabeth, had been
burned down by the British on 25 Feb. I779. During I778 Mr. Cald-
well resided at Springfield, removed thence in the summer of I779
to Connecticut Farms, and after the murder of his wife there by

a British soldier on 25 June 1780, he resided én a small farm at
New Providence until his decease. The Presbyterian Church at Eligz-
abeth was burned down by the British on 25 Jan. I780. {(The Rev,
E.F.Hatfield, History of Elizabeth, N.J., I8688, page 528.)
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 The account of the murdar and funeral of the Rev, James )
Caldwell as glven in “atfield's Hisgtory of Elizabeth; Igeg, " ™"
page 532, cites both Murrays *Notes® and DeHari's “Pasaages“
quoted above. inhe accounts of these events whlch appear in
L.R.Field, Historic Sketch of Boxwood “all, I926, and F.B.Kel-
ley, Hiatoric Elizabeth, 1932, are evidently based on Hatfleld.
We have been unable to identify the "Hrs. Noel® mentioned 1in
Murray's account of 1844 ag being the friend of the murdered
pastor and as residing in the house,here surveyed,ip 178I. No
deeds in this surname are found on reeord refrring to this
house, and we assume that she was a tenant of theh owner;
whether the latiter was the helrs of Joseph Woodruff Jr. or
Elias Boudinot at that time cannot be determined from the pub-
lic records. DBut the clue identifying the house of Mrg. Noel
as that later of Ellas Boudinot 1s found in Murray's further
statement that 1t was "Now the residence of Mlss Spalding® in
I844, for sufficlent evidence of thls "Boudinot Mansion® being
tenanted by Mlss Clarigsa D, Spalding IB844-1I854 appears here-
after in the report on the chain of title.

GENERAL WASHIRGTON IN ELIZABETH I78@.
{See AlGenda o nage 25, )

We have been unable to dlscover the source of the account
of General Washlngton belng entertained "At luncheon® in this
Boudinot Manslon on 23 April I789, on the way to hils inaugura -
tion in New York City as President of the United States of Am-
erlca, and must accordingly hold the modern writers of such an
occaslon resgponsible for the facts. Washington's diaries from
I748 to 1799 have been published in I625, but the manusecript
for the period 3 February to 30 October 1789 had. long been lost.

The earllest published mention of suoh an entertainment ap-
peared in The Magazine of Ameriocan History, in 1889 (vol. XXI,
365,) entitled #Washington®s Historic Luncheon in Elizabeth“
written by Mrs. Martha J. “amb, Thie is a romantic story *, with~
out any references to source materlial being eited, and it is il-
lustrated by a sketch purporting to show the Boudinot House as
1t appeared Dbefore the deplorable remodelllng some I9 years
previous. Quite evldently the un-named artist never saw the
orlginsl houge, for he shows no legs than twelve windows in the
end wall, a gambrel-type roof, and four puny chimnies, none of
which features are warranted by an architectural knowledge and
exanination of the house's fabric. The two lateral wings which
are described in the advertilsements of 1lts sale in 1768 and I?72
(gee page 8) are not even suggested in this drawing which has
accordlingly misgulded many by its reproductlon In accounts of
this house isgued since 1882 and as late as ID286.
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# Incidentally, W.R.Dix in Proceedings of the Union County Hig-
torical Soctety, vol.2, page I23, cltes thls article and makes
corfection of the statement that the Boudinot Houss was reached

in I789 by a driveway from Elizaebeth Avenue as there was no Jer-
to make such a mlstake,

%yigtgiagicaﬁ%sto un ersgandLamb %ﬁ street ls one of our oldbgsty
and there were houses on 1t from a very early time,"
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8imilar to Mrs. Lamb'e story are those in W,J,.Mills, Higtorie
Houses of New Jersgey, I802; L.B,Field, Historic Sketch of Box- g
wood Hgll, I9268; Dr. A.L.Johngon, Washington at Elizabethtown; . ..
and F.B.Kelley in Historiec Elizabeth, I932. It is remarkable o
that sugh an occaslon as ¥ashington being formally entertained e
and escorted in Elizabeth 1s not mentioned in the earlier writers,
Murray 1844, DeHart 1846, and Hatfleld 1I868. Hevertheless, a
bronze tablet was applied to the front of this houss, bearling
the text 1-"The Boudinet *angion in which Gens. Elias Boudino}
entertained Gen. Waghington at Lunchson, April 23, 1789, on hig
way to his ilnauguration in New York as first president of the
United States. Erected by Boudinot Chapter Daughters of the Am-
srican Revolutlon, April 23, I899." It was removed ln restoring
the house 1942,

Dr., Arthur L, Johnson, in hisg booklet cited above, says
o one has written the annals of Washington's luncheon. One
gtatement survives := 'The newly elected president occupied the
chair of state and 1t ig probable directed the discusslon®,
and advises that this is "purely traditional.®

Towtsr Porn?”

That Géneral Washington was in fact aﬁAElizabeth4on 23 April
I78¢ and that he wmade hls way thence to New York City in a
flotilla of boats and barges is deseribed in a letter wriltten
by Ellas Boudinot dated the next day at that city and addressed
to hig wife in Ellzabeth, igcluding thig remark : "You musgt have
observed with what propitlous gales we left my beloved shore
and glided across Newark Bay." (k) Boudinot's very brief "Journ-
a1 while in Congress" states that he went in the barge with Washingtn

BRIEF OF TITLE TC I073 EAST JERSEY STREET, I800~I041.

(I) Mortgame dated 25 September I800 by which Jonsthan Dayton (m)
of Elizabeth Town, “sesex County, N.J., conveys to Elias Boudilnot

of the city of Phlladelphisa, EKsqg., as securiry for the payment

of #6000 on or before Ist June IB802, with interest at 7%, two
tracte in Elizabeth Town. The first of thege is degcribed ag having
its boundary line beginnin@ on the north side of the street from
Geolden Hill to David Ogden's, at a stake in the line of =said street,
be ing the southeast corner of a lot in possession of Isaac Wood-
ruff*, thence (1) north 20 degrees east along sald Woodruff's line
and in the line of land belonging to Ephraim Whitlock (b) to the
land of Joseph Woodruff, thence (2) easterly along said Woodruff'g
line to the land of Anthony Price, thence (3) southerly along his
line to the sald street, thence (4) westerly along sald street to
the place of beginning. (No more definite description, acreage,

ot recital o;?itle appears in this morigage.) The second tract

1s described asflying on the west side of the road to Newark,
bounded north by land of General Daytoi, west by Elizabeth River,
and south by E,P,Dayton. (Essex County Morigage Book E., page 400.)

LN R B B I L A O A L B L A L R
¥ In reference to thils lot of Isaac Woodruff Esq., see footnote p.9.
{m) Jonsthan Dayton, b. I8 Oct. 1780, d. 9 Qct. I824, intestate,

at Ellzabeth, W.J., son of (Gen. Ellas Dayton of that town, and
wag burled in the famlly vault at rear of First Presb. Church. He
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Note. The above mortgage probably covers the purchase price _
of one or both tracts, 1n which case it can be assumed that Boud-
inot had conveyed one or both to Dayton by a deed of game date. },3
Unfortusately, no such deed conveylng the tract on Bast Jersey o
Street described therein appears on record ; hence Boudinot's T B
ownerghip thereof cannot be proved. The only reference to hisg
purchase of that property is found in the historical accounts
of I844 and I8B8, gquoted on pages I and 2 hereof. That Dayton
did not acqulre that tract before 1795 ig indicated by a deed
of I3 July of that year by which he conveys to *The Honorable
Elias Boudinot of the same place, Doctor of Laws"* for II00 pds.
a houge and lot on the north side of Water Street, near th e
Gourt House Square, "upon which the szid Dayton has for the
last twelve years resided®, (Essex Co. Deed Bk. 2, p. 240},
Ellas Boudinot #of Elizebethtown, counsellor at law", conveyed
the szme to Abraham Clark, practitioner of physic, of ssme place,
by dced of 28 Sepieuwber foilowiag.

(2) wmortgege dated 31 Way IS22, in whilch Jonathan Dayton conveys
to (hls son-in-law) Oliver H. Spencer both of Elizabeth, as sec-
urity for the payument of #5400 in two years, a tract of 1and *In
the east part of the sald town, containing between four ang five
-acres of land and including the present mangion and dwelling
house of the sald J. Dayton , with all and singular the outbuild-
ings and other improvements of every description thereong,bounded
gouth by the sireet called and known as Jersey 8Street, on the

west by lands of J.M. Jaques*and Ephraim Whitlock (b) and Col,
Armstrong®* and (James) Woodruff, on the north by lands of James
Woodruff and the estate of Authony Price decd., and on the east

by lands belonging to the estate of the sald deceased Anthony
Price and now in the possession and occupation of his widow and
children. ' (Essex County Mortgage Book 0, page 49I.) lote :
This mortgage wag foreclosed by the executors of the mortgagee

in I828 and the property passed thereby into the actusl possgession
of General Jonathan Dayton's daughter, the widow of Oliver H. Spencer.

# 4 K oH N R S a R OH N W B 8 d % 3 % o o % W

(n) continued.)} grad. College of W.J. I776, was paymaster ln the
army 1778-79, Capt. I'780, wember of N.J.Legislature , speaker of
game 1790, member of Constitutional Conventicn I787, of U.&, Con-
gresa I787=-8¢ and I791-99, speaker of same I785«28, member of U.S.
Senate I796-I805, apptd. Brlg. Genl. by Presdt. Adams, honorayy
Ll.D., from Princeton 1798, He mar. Susan Willlamson and had issue :
Susan W. Dayton I782-I804 who mar. I803 the Rev. Fredk. Beasley, »
rector of St. John's Ch,, Elizabeth, W.J.; and Hannah Dayton who
mar. Ist. 5 Aug. I8I3 Dr. Oliver H., Spencer and 2nd. George R. Chetw
wood. (E.F.Hatfield, History of Elizabeth, 1868, p. 632. D.A.R.
Lineage Book No. I24, p. 37. W.W.Clayton, Hist. of Middlesex and
Unlon Qountles, N.J,, 1882, pp. 96«97 with portralt. Susan Dayton
wag allowed U.S. Pension I8 Aug. I838 for the services of her late
huaband Jonathan Dayton as paymaster and captailn in the Rsvolutionary
War (Genealogicel lagazine of W.J., III, I66.)

*iloges Jaqueeg purchased from the estate of Andrew Woodruff, by Sher-
1ff's deed of 2 May IB2I, a lot "Between the homestead of the late
Isaze Woodruff deed., and General Jonathan Dayton, binding on Ephraim
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(3) Administratlon upon the estate of Jonathen Ysyton, deceased
integtate, was grahted I8 November I824 to (his widow) Susan
Dayton and Stephen P. Britten. In a reporti of settlement of
. the estate, 1t appeared that the clalms against 1t amounted to
$54,1567.67, and the Orphans Court adjudged it insolvent. The
Inventory of the personal estate of "The late Gen. Jonathan
Dayton of Elizabeth Town®, Egsex County, N¥.J., taken 30 Noven-
ber 1824, listed horses, cattle, coachea, farming utenslile and
produce, household furniture {(not listed by rooms), 3 colored
slaves (#325), at a total appraised valuation of $3250.54, in-
cluding some articles "3old at auctlont®.

Note 1=~ flLayfayette who, on hls last visit to thle country,

in 1824, after spending the night with General Dayton in the Boude

inot house on the other gide of the sireet, was breakfasted the
next morning in the . . . Belcher house., Lafayette, in a letter
to his kinsman, known here ag the Chevalier d'Anterroches, my
great grandfather, gpeaks of the two eminent men living on this
gtreet as "Mes bon amlg Dayton et Odgen'. (W.R.Dix, 1923, publ-

ished in Proceedings of the Uniog County Historical Society, I, 75.)

The date of Lafayette's stay with Dayton in the Boudinot houge
1s given as 23 September I82%& in L.R.Field's Historic Sketch of
Béxwood Hall. General Dayton died ¢ October in that year.

{4) Deed dated Ist July 1828 : Estate of Joanathan Dayton, de-
ceaged, by Sheriff to Peter Kean and Hannah Sperncer, executors

of the will of Ollver H. Spencer {n) decessed, the highest bidders

at 8000 st a public sale of the property held on 26 June 1828
at the house of William I. Craig, innkeeper, in Elizabeth Town-
ghip. Recttee Bhancery Court order in the case of Peter Kean,
Oliver M. Spencer, Pichard Reff, and Hannah Spencer, executors
of Oliver H. Spemcer decd., oomplainants, and Stephen P. Brittalm
and Susan Dayton, administrators of Bhe egtate of Jonathan Day-
ton decds, Hannah Spencer, Susan D. Beasgley, Hannah Gibbons and
Susanna Wewbold, defendants, that the complainants are entitled
to #11,I12.88, the principal and interest due 8 April I828, with
costs of sult, to be rasised by the sale of the mortgaged premis-
eg. Description of the property hereby conveyed is the same

as that in the morigage, item (2) above. (Essex County Deed
Book A-4, p. 385.)
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Whitlock's garden at the north end ané in front on the main
gtreet.? Andrew Woodruff gold to Peter Kean in trust for Marg-
aret the wife of William Armstrong, by deed of Ist April I8I3,

a lot on the east gide of Meadow St. (Madiscn Ave.) having IQO
feet front and 158 feet depth, bounded north by lands of Wathan
Woodruff decd., east by Jonathan Dayton Esq., south by Ephraim
Whitlock. The site of Jathan Woedruff's house, no. I45 Madison
Ave., which hougse was built befpre I785 and demolished in I927,
iz now occupled by the Y.M.C.A., building, says Dr. F.B.Kelley
in Historig Elizabeth I864-I832, page 29.

(n) Dr. O}liver Hatfield Spencer, b. I2 Sept. I78I, d. I9 May
I824, son of Robert and Deborah (Hatfield) Spencer of Elizabeth,
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(5) Deed dated 8 November IB356 : George R. Chetwood and wife
Hannah Chetwood, formerly Hannah Spencsr executrix of Oliver

H. Spencer deceased, all of Ellzabeth Town, Essex County, Ned., =
g

to (her son) Robert D. Spencer of same place, conveylng to him
for $8900 certain property in that town, "The same being the
late homestead of Jonathan Dayton, deceased%, and reciting the
deed of Ist July I828, above abgtracted. Description of the
property lines sppears thus :- Beginning at the southwesgt corner
of the lot belonging to the heirs of Peter Kean, Esqg., deceased,
on the north side of Jersey Street, thence (I) north 59 degrees
I5 minutes wegt 348.6 feet , thence (2) north 28 degrees 30 min-
utes east 60 feet, thence (3) north 22 degrees I5 minutes east ¥
I?74 feet, thence (4) south 89 degrees 50 minutes east 48 feet,
thence (5) north I2 degrees 30 minutes east 355 feet, thence

(8) south 81 degrees I5 minutes east 29I feet, thence (7) south
I9 degrees 50 minutes wegt 448 feet, and thence (8) south 25
degrees west IB8 feet to the place of beginning. Contalning
I48,308 square feet. (Essex County Deed Book A-4, p. 387.) This
is the earliest description of the boundarg lines by courses

and distances found on record.

By deed of 2 November I835, Susan Dayton, widow of General
Jonathsn Dayton, of Elizabeth Town, gave her quitelaim to (her
grandson) Robert D. Spencer,abovenamed grantee, for the same
property, describing 1t the same asg in the deed gbove. {(Easex
County Deed Book A-4, p. 38I.)

(8) Deed dated 3 Wovember IB35 : Robert D. Dpencer and wife
Elizabeth 0. Spencer, of Elizabsth Town, Egsex County, N.J., to
William G, DeHart (05 of New York City, conveyilng to him for
%8900 "That dwelling house® and lot of land in Elizabeth Town,
describifig 1t the same as 1n the deeds above absiracted. (Essex
County Deed Book A-4, p. 375.)
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H.J., mar. 5 Aug. I8BI3 Hannah Dayton, dau. of Genl., Jonathan
Dayton of same place, and had lssue viz, Robert D. bap. 5 Aug/
1815, Mary G. barn 2 Apr. and bap. 7 Aug. I8I7, Susan W.D. b.
22 Feb. and bap. II Apr. I8I9, and Anne O. bap. 9 May I824., (W.
0. Wheeler, The Ogden Family in America, I907, pp. I30 and 238.
Register of §t. John's Ch., Elizabeth, publ. in The Genealog-
ical Magazine of Wew Jersey, vols. V, VI, a.d VII.)

(o) William C. DeHart, author of Passages in the History of Flis-
abeth, publ. I846 in the Essex Standard, Wéwark, H.J., (ghoted
above in regard to the funeral of the Rev. James Caldwell in thig
house in I781) waas Captain in 2nd Regt. of U.S.Artlllery, who
while on service in Mexlco contracted the illness of which he
dled in Elizabeth 21 April I848; gravestone in St. John's Chyd.;
son of Zapt. Cyrus DeHart I757-I83I, and served on the staff of
Genl, Winfield Scott. In I835, W.C.DeHart acquired land front-
ing on the north side of Jersgey St. 348 ft. 8 in., extending
north to and ineluding part of what 1g now Lafayette S$t., in
which tract stands "Boxwood Hall?, now the Home for Aged Women
{(no. I073). He built for his home {the.Becdnd house (IOBI) west
of Boxwood Hall and there his wldow lived many years. His son,

[
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(7} The Will of William C. DeHart of Elizabeth, N.J., dated .
4 March I848 and proved IO May I848, devlsed to wife Mary Vv, -7 77
during her widowhood, and until the youngest child srrived

at age 25, the use of all hls estate, "The house and premis-

es where I now reside, inoluding the land bounded by a straight
line begimning in the northerly side of Jergey Strest at a

point in the present division line or fenoe between the prem-

ises on #Wnich I regide and the houge and premises occupied

by _Miss Spaulding (p) , thenoe north in a straight line with

the gald fence to land of William Woodruff, belng the whole

depth of my land, thence west along said Woodruff to the div-

1sion line in the westerly side of my land, thence along said LY{
line and the line between me and James Larl (1085 E.Jersey

8t.) and others to Jersey Street, thence east along sald street

to the place of beginning" to my son William C. DeHart and

his heirs and assigns when he arrived at age 25. The residue

of the estate wag deviged to his son Harry V. DeHart and his

helrs etc. when the youngest child arrived at 25. Personal
property to)daughter Alice DeHart. (Essex County Will Book

H., p. 826,

ok (74) Capt. :enry V.DeHart devised all his real est to b e.
-ﬁmo;blwn.*ga;y*f& DeHart, and, brofhgr,Wa. « Cx Debars Qhﬁﬁ} 29*&%‘*1861'

algo Capti- Willilam Gy DeHart, an officer in the revenue serviee,
bullt the house next west (no. I077) of Boxwood Hall and also
the row of brick dwelllinge east of it. (From Editor's preface
to reprint of "Pagsages in the History of Elizabetnh", 1ln Pro-
ceedings of the Union County Historicsel Society, vol. II, I8.)

{p) T"Perhaps the most famous glrls' school was Xept by Miss
Spaulding, at first in what is now the Home for Aged Women in
East Jersey Street, and later in the building on South Broad
Street in which a boarding house is now conducted by Miss Par-
rott., Thlsg school later passed into the hands of lMiss Ranney,
and later stlill was osrried on by Mige Purviance.® (W.HR.Dix in
Proceedings of the Unlon County Hisgtorical Soclety, vol.2, p.
124, publ. I932.) Clarissa Dunlap Spalding, born 2I June 18065,
daughter of Stephen and Holly {(Leffingwell) Spalding of Enfield,
Cons., dled I9 September I860, umaarrisd, in Blizabeth, WN.J. (C.
%¥.Spelding, The Spalding Memorial, I887, p. 347.) and was buried
in the First Presbyterian Churchyard there, with gravestone mar-
ker, leaxing a will dated 2I March I848 deviglng her estate to
her nlece Hary E. Allen. By a deed of 20 iay 1854, C.D.S8palding
ryrchased the lot at the southwest corner of Broad and Pearl
Streets in Elizasbeth, having a frontage of IS0 feet on Broad
and extending weatward I8¢ feet to Liberty Street., evidently
for her school as mentioned sbove. Her occupancy cf the Boud-
inot house at I073 East Jersey Street, here considered, can thus
be estimated as at least from 1844 to I8H4,
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(8) Mortgage dated Ist August I874 : William C. DeHart (q) ..  r.:
of the City of Elizabeth, Union County (r), New Jersey, and

wife Minna W., convey to The Washington Life Ineurance Couw-

pany of New York Clty, as securlty for the payment of $18,000,

a lot with the buildings thereon, in the fifth werd of the clty
of Elizabeth, beginning at a point 234.08 feet eagt from Mad-
ison Avenue on the north line of East Jersgey Street, thence

(I) along sald street south 58 degrees 31 minutes east and south
59 degrees and I9 minutes easgt 69 feet 9 inches to other land

of mortgagor, thence (2) along sald land north 28 degrees 7 minuy
utes east 250 feet to land now or late of Mra., James Moore,
thence {(3) along her laund :westerly 89 feet 9 inches to other
land of mortgagor, and (4) along eald land south 28 degreece

7 minutes weat 250 feet to the place of beginning. (Union

County MortgagesBook no. 35, page I4,)

(8) Deed dated 7 May I877 : The estate of William C. DeHart

and others, by Sheriff to George N. Stebblins, wonveying to him
Tor $I2,500 the lot having 89 feet} 9 inchee frontage on the
north side of “agt Jergey Street in Elizabeth, N.J., by 2060 feet
depth, desoribed the same as in item (8) above, eold by order

or court to satlefy the mortgage and intereet due, $I7,172.806.
{Union County Deed Book no. II&, p. 88.)

# & -B-***-R--ﬁ'***ﬂ*%*%%%**%%****%_ﬂ#%

(q) The published Directories of Elizabeth oontain the fol-
lowing evidence on the occupancy of Boudlnot house, no. IOO
E.Jersey St. (changed to no. I073 in IB75), as also of the
W.C.DeHart 8r, house, no. 92 (I08I), and of the W.C.DeHart Jr.
house, no. 94 (IO77) :=-

I1866- Mrs. W.H.DeHart, 92 Jersey St.
I8688~ Mary DeHart, widow of William, 92 E. Jersey St.
William C. DeHart, 100 E.Jersey 8t.
1869~ Mrsg. M.H.DeHart, 92 E., Jersey St.
Mrg., W.C.DeHart, I00 E. Jersey St.
1870~ Mra. M.H.DeHart, 92 E. Jerasey St.
Capt., William C.DeHart, 94 E, Jersey St.
I87I- Mras. M.H.DeHart, 92 E. Jersey St.
William . DeHart, 98 E. Jersey dgt.
Miag Sally Palmer, boarding-house, IO0O E,., Jersey St.
1872~ Mrs. M.H.DeHart, 92 E. Jersey St.
Mige BSallie Palmer, boarding house, IO0 E. Jersey St.
1873~ Wri, M,H.DeHart,.92 E. Jersey S5t.
William C. DeHart, 98 E. Jersey St.
Misgs Sallie Palmer, boarding, I00 E. Jeraey 3t.
1875~ Mary H., DeHart, wid. W.C,, I08I E. Jeraey 8t.
Captaln W.C.DeHart, I0O77 E. Jersey St.
Miss M. Palmer, bcarding house, I073 E. Jersey St.
I876~ Mary H. DeHart, wid. William, IOBI E. Jersey St.
Wm. C. DeHart, sea-captaln, I077 E. Jergey St.
1877~ Miss S.M.Palmer, Boxwood Hall, boarding house, 1073 E.Jergey

(r) Union County wes created from Zesex County I857, conslsting
of FElizabeth and the townships of Rahway, Union, Westfleld, Plain-
fied, New Provldence, and Springfield.
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{1I0) Deed dated 9 May I877 : George N. Stebbins and wife, of
Vew York City, to The Washington Life Ingurance Company of
same city, conveying to them for $I2,500 the same property
last above mentioned. (Unlon County Deed Book no. I20, p. 548.)

I
i

(I7) Deed dated 3I March I883 : The Washington Life Insurance
Company of New York City to The Home for Aged Women, of Ellz-
abeth, New Jersey, conveying to them for $I5,000 the same prop-
erty above described, 69 feet © inches front bykb 250 feet depth.
Union County Deed Book no. IB0, p.262.) By deed of 2I Oct.
1887, Mary B, DeHart released to the said Home all clalms for
an annuity devised to her in the will of her late brother,
William C. DeHart Sr.

(I2) Deed dated 20 November I940 : The Home for Aged Women,

in the city of Elizabeth, W.J., to Boxwood Hall Memorial As-
soclation, counveylng to them the same property above described,
89 feet ¢ inchee frontage on the north side of ™ast Jersey
Street in Elizabeth by 250 feet depth. (Unlon County Deed Book
no. I4I3, p. 5¢I.)

(I3) Deed dated 7 October I84I : Boxwood Hall Memorial Assoc-
iation, incorporated, (Sigurd Emerson, presdt.), to The State
of Hew Jersey, conveying the ssme property zbovesgsld, "For
the uges and purposes of preserving thereon by the party of
the second part, its succesgsors and assgigng, the bullding
known zs Boxwood Hall, the former home of Ellas Boudlinot,®
{(Union County Deed Book no. 1439, p.5I0. Recorded at request
of Commission on Historic Sites-s
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RESTO=ATION OF BOUDINOT MANSION Io42.

In March I842, the restoration of the house by removal
of the third and fourth storles which had been superimposed
upon the venerable structire in I870 tc transgform it into a
boarding-house was undertaken by the custodians, The Commis-
gion on Historie 8ites, usging the skilled labor supplied by
the Work ProJjects Administration to execute the work required
by the drawings prepared by The Fletorde American Bulldings
Survey, Herbert N. Moffett, Archt., State Supervigor., The
Survey hag previously nade messured drawings of the structure
aa one of 800 selected examples of bulldings of hisftoric and
arciitectural value in Wew Jersey; these have been deposited
in the Library of Congregsg, with blueprints thereof in the
State Library at Trenton. The work of restoration of this
house has been carried on under the personal direction of Hr,
Moffett,arthitect to the Commisslion, with an advigory committee
composed of Mr, Fiske Kimball, the cirator of the Philadelphia

Huseum of Art, and Mr, Pedersen,Architect, Mr. Lewls D.
Cook wasg assistant. and drafssman of the interlor woodwork,
for lir. Moffett. 348"y S

This housge is found to be the remaliningacentral unit fron
each and of which extended a large two-story wing z2s described
in the advertisement of 1ts sale in I772. The discovery of the
Jamb and header framing of a former passage door in the end

o Ty



HABS-NJ-836

_page 23,

LTS

wall of the rear parlor,by removal of plaster. abd modernilath
@f the recess at the right side of the fireplace, &8s algo the
exlstence of second-hand pleces of wood {bageboard trim) used
as scantling to which the shlingles were nalled to form the oubw
slde covering of the wall just above that door,1in the second
story, are indicatlons of a wing having formerly extended from
that wegt end wall of the exlisting housge. Excavations 1n the
alley at each end of the house were not ma&ade, as would be nec—
essary to trace probable foundations of the former wings there.

Whth these two wings, the housge could well have accommodated
Miss Spalding's Female Seminary, ag it is known to have done
in 1844-1854. These probably still existed in 1889 when the
owner, Capt. Willlam C. DeHart 2nd. occupied the house, for
the kisdthen cannot be found in the remsining central unit.

It is apparent that these wings were demolished in I869-1870,
when he erected the houses g0 close on elther sgidé of the re-
maining unit. Evidently &lso at that time, he added the two-
story rear sgervice wing and superimposed two stories on the
old house, for 1t was listed ln the City Directory of I87I es
Miss Sally Palmer's boarding-house, and with the name *Boxwood
Hall® added to her listing in I877. In conflrmation of this
remodelling of the house, we are informed by an offiobal of
The Home for Aged Women that these two upper stories existed
when the property wasg acquired by the Home in I883.

Upon removal of the lath and plaster from the end wallg
of the fourth story, the original chimnieg were revealed ,
and marked upon their faces by black tar roofing cement were
the sloping linesg of the former gable roof. A cord stretched
along these reached the old plate of the front and rear wallsg,
and the new rafters were accordingly get in that exact position.
Thiks reproduced gable roof wssg erected inside the shell of the
third and fourth storles before complete demolishion of those
gtorles exposed it to viaew, In this way the old house was
never roofless and exposed to railn durlng the reconstruction.

The rafters and celling Jolsts of the piazza which extended
along the rear of the house, up to the kitchen wing, were found
to be of obviously later date than the house., During the re-
moval of the poroh roofing, the entire structure collapsed ,
revesling between its roof and celling the red--painted shingles
of the house wall in contragt to the drab color later applied
over the exposed shingles. The fact that this porch roof was
thus revealed as having been nalled to the face of the shingles
instead of into the structure of the wall proved that it was
of later orilgin.

Upn removal of the rear kitchen wing, the plaster on
the outside of what had once been the rear wall of the rear
dining room was teken off to be replaced with shingles. In
doing this, an original window frame wag discovered still in
position in the wall and 1s now restored to view with replios
small-paned glass lights as in all other windows of the house.

B
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In the main parlor, the front two windowsg and the third
In the left-hand recess beslde the fireplece were found to be
of sasgh-welght condtructlon and with woodwork trim obviously
of the pericd I880-1870. They were longer than those in the
story above {(which are certainly original) and not set direct-
ly under:them as they should be. These windows were accord-
ingly removed and replaced by repllcas of those original ones
remainling above them. The tdird window, in the end wall of
that room, with its deligately molded flaring Jambs on the
interior, balanced by a2 similerly¥ recegsed mirror at the right
gide of the fireplace, were llkewlse condemned. In removing
thelr interlor wood trim further evidenoe that they were not
originak was dliscovered in wall-paper of the period 1825-1I840
remaining under that trlm, and the eeldence of lath and plaster
having been sawed through ffom celling to floor in order to
ingert the window and mirror receass. Wall-papering in the
other rooms was obBwiously modern and has been removed with
the wooden picture~-rail from the cornlce. Fragments of a wall-
paper of early style were found in removing the partition
which had been installed in I870 to form a small room &t the
front of the second story hall, where the studding had been
get agalnsgt the papered 2ld side walls.

In the other front room, that sevidently called the Crimson
Rocm in the inventory of the personal estmte of Jogeph Woodruff
In I766, the dining-room according to the furniture describded
thereln, nothing of the original woodwork was found remalning
except parts of the panelled dado and the door-frame, even the
door having been removed. The mentel and the dellicsately bulging
pllasters of the arched alcove at elther slde of 1t, are evident-
ly of early Ioth century origln, but have been retained as hav-
ing been assocliated with General Jonathan Dayton's occupancy
of the housge, IB800-1824. Regtoration in this room has been
limited to reproduction of the original widdows with thelr sash
and tris in hammony with the old ones existing sbove, closing
the twelve~feet wide archway whlch had been cut to throw the
front and rear rocms into one large dining room, supposedly in
the remodelling of I870, and patching out the woodwork dado. The
plaln wood cornlce was removed as not belng original.

Ia the rear parlor, the closetSon elther side of the fire-
blace ars regtorations designed to accommodate the one palr of
doors which bore the same blue vaint as the rest of the wood-
work in this room but had been taken to form a china cloget in
the resr dinling room corner snd palnted white. This house is
remarkable for having two closets in each of six rooms; possibly
originally in all elight. It seems likely that there waszs:as closet
st each eide of the flreplace in the main parlor, Possidbly a semi-
circular china closet, for upon removing ithe mirrored receass
the mough masonry wall was exposged and found to be incurved
ingtead of laid to a etralght line. The manner in which the
Bllaster at each side of the moantelpiece overlaps the corner is
further indlecation that some kind of woodwork forming a closet
adjacent has been removed and the cornice altered accordingly.
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_ - " In the chief bed room (evidently that of Samiel Woodruff an, -
, in I768), directly above the main or *common® parlor, the clos-

ets are restorations. Here, the profile of the pllaster and its
entablature were found olearly outlined by paint on the wood-
wOork casing the corner of the flreplace, while the outline of
the molded door-fmame sppesred llkewlse on the floor. The or-
1ginal closets had been removed when a window at the left hand
and a bath-room at the right hand of the fireplace were inserted
in I870. A1l window shutters are reproductions; none having

remained of the origlinals exeepting the wroughbi on hangers af
three lower rear ones.

References : S8earch of title in land and probate records
of Egsex and Union Countles, by the undersigned.

Published sccounts relating to the house and
its owners as noted in footnotes.

Ckéi;¢4942§7631,74%: B.Sc. 1in Arch,

. - Supervising Historian
25 July I942.

Approved

Seymour Willlams, F.A.l.A.
District Officer, H.,A.B.S.

ADDENDA- Page 9~ The Ledger of Elias Boudlnot Jr.,
which nas recently come to the attention of the writer of the
above, contains thils conclusive item uhder date Nov. 1, 1772,
viz.-"To purchase noney pald Benlamin Woodruff and John Barns
of whom I bought Dwelling Houge & Lot - &92: 1: b, To ditto
paild for widow's dower - 102: C3:10. (Total)- 99H4: 2: H." Ev-
idently Woodruff and Barns had bought in thie property at the
gheriff'!s sale on 28 April 1772, for they advertlsed a*pub}ic
sale of it to be held on & October 1772, as see newspaper, ab-
sgract published in N.J.Archives, 1lst. seriles, XXVIII, 14€ and
coLa

Page 10~ Governor Franklin escaped conflnement 1ln this
house by being induced to sign his parole, and remained 1ln s
home at Perth Amboy until arrested on June 17, 1776. See Peter
Force, American Archives, Uth series, IV, 621.

,‘l' Page 15~ Lrs. Lamb's tale of 1889 1s discredited by the
: eyewltness dispatch dated Elizabeth, April 29, 1789, published
in the newspaper, Pennsylvania Packet, and reprinted in W,3,
Baker, Washington After The Hevolutlion 1884-1799, page 128,
in which a "repast provided by the gentlemen of the town" at
Samuel Smkthts hotel,"after which he waited on the fommlttee
of Congress at lir, Boudinottts" etc. 1s recorded. L.D,Cook,4/18/43,

.
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