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Burlington County Frison
Mt. Holly, Burlington County, New Jersey

Owner: Board of Chosen Freeholders of Burlington
County

Date of Erection: 1810

Architect: Robert Mills, Philadelphis

Builder: Caleb Newbold, George Hancock and John
Bishpam -~ commissloners in charge of
bullding for the Freeholders

Present Condition: Good

Number of Storles: Thres

laterisls of Construction: Foundation - stons

Exterior walls - stonse

Interior walls - plaster;
all the rooms are vaulted

The passages are paved
with brick; the rooms are
floorsed with oak or heart
pine. The dungeon is
lined with oak planks

Inside brick chimneys

Roof - pitch
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Historical Data:

On May 9, 1799 a resolution was iIntroduced
at a meeting of the Freesholders that a work house be
bpuilt at Mt. Holly and that the sum of four thousand
dollars be raised. The resolution was postponed for
a year, but it appears that there was much discus-
sion a8 to the employment of priscners while in
confinament,

The next record concerning the bullding

of & jail appears in the records of the board on
May 13, 1807 when the two commissioners werse
appointed to purchsase a lot in the town of Nt.
Holly whereon a suitable county jaill could be
erected; the land was purchased from Zachariliah Rossell
and adjoined the court house property. These two com-
missioners were asilso to contract and procure materisls
for the jsil snd the sum of two thousand dollars was
appropriated for that purpose. A new committiee was
appointed to provide a plan for the work house and the
Jaill; this commlttee consisted of Charles Ellis, George
Anderson, Daniel Hancock, Caleb Newbold, end Daniel
Newbold., During the year 1808, the committse on plen=-
ning reported progrsss; the committee on material
reported purchases have been made. On February 13,
1809 the committee appointed to procure a plan made
a report to the board. Their report embodlied the
followin~s recommendstlions:

"1, Building to be 80! front by 20! deep with

2 wings or flanks of 20 each to be bullt
of stone.

2+ Bazement or office story to consist of a
kitchen, washing room, felons eating room,
ten factory or work shops two to be 15'9"Xé6!
two others 13'2"X9'3", remaining 6 shops
6tX6'. Thls lower story is part below the
surface of the grounds and part above.
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3. Principal story to contain keepers office,
sitting and lodging rooms, debtors common
hall end 8 cells,

4, 2nd story: 4 debtors rcooms and 8 cells to-
gether with dungeon which is placed directly
over the keepers office.

5., A1} rooms to be vaulted from the basement
or office atory to the roof,

6. Al rooms to be floored with oak or heart
pine and passages paved wlith brick,

7+ The walls and cellings of keepers rooms and
debtors common hell to be finished wlth 3
coats of plastering and all rest of rooms
to have walls and ceilings rough plastered
and whltewashed.

8. Windows of hall and debtors chambers to be
gecured with iron bars.

9. Docors to be made of oalk planks lined with
sheet iron and hung in iron frame.

10. Dungeon to be lined with oak planks.”

On March 7, 1809 Caleb Newbold, George
Hancock, and John Blspham were appointed as com-
missioners to superintend the bullding. The bulld-
ing was started In 1809; the commissioners were
authorized to start as soon as the season permitted.
There are varlious reports from the committee during
1810, end then on february 11, 1811 the commlittee
reported that the Jall was newly finished and as soon
as the walls dried the buililding would be resdy for the
prisoners; at the same time the commlittee reported 1t
had expended $21,679.72. It was not until February 8,
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1813 that the committee was able to give the full
deteil of the cost of the building. The tobtal cost
wg 3 %24:, 201.15'

Bibliography:
Kinutes of the Board of Fresholders,
Mt. Holly, New Jersey, searched by
F, A. Eclhart

Field book and drawings of the survey

Hote:

The "Design for a Prison" which follows
was submitted by Robert Mills to the Fresholders.
It is an exact copy of the original in the Munlclpal
Library at Nt. Holly.

%M , ;gfﬁf%

Supervising Historian

Appyoved:

SEYMOUR WILLIAMS, A,I.A.
District Cfficer
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TEE BUILDLHG OOUNITIEE OF 3U *bi””‘T’DE COURTY PRISON

rentlemen
rd

In submitting the Designs which accompany thie,
for your bullding, 1 would beg leave to include a genersl
view of the wnrinciples on which nrisons should be insiituted.
First es regards strength and permsnency:
trien we gpesk of g building for the confinerment or safe keen-
ing of nersons, we naturally srgociafte the ides of dursbility
and gtrength, Therefore 1t would zcarcely scem necessary to
observe that one of the firet considerstions in constructing
1t should be to insure these; However, ag the [dezs enter-
telned on the subject generally are not founded in truth,
{ag instanced in the mass of Hulldinge of this deserintion,
where excont in the Ivon bars sl sates, no difference is to
be cheerved, distinet from a cowmon houvse) I would endesvor
to correct +he 8rror.

“here zo wmuch cerelesness and msliclous wicknedness
exlst, as are to be found in = pri , and vhere the gafe
keeping of the »riscners is of so areat imnortance, every
practiceble method should certainly be adonted to nrevent
the had effects of ihe Tormer snd to insure the resliity of
the latter, Therefore there ghould me az little combustible
meteriales used in 1ts consgtruction ss nossibhle; Every room
hould he vaulited or arched with brick, a2s well as all the
nastages of comsunication, these latter should also be pavaed
with Brick, The steps of the stairs should be of stone, £0
thoet in case of fire originaifing 1in one part of the bhullding
it cannot extend ite ravsges Lo other narts; Humanlty ase
well 28 interest nlsad in Tavor o thlh, when we refer to
the many melancholy Instances on record of nereons confined,
9eﬁiszln3 in the flames Trom lnattention or being forgotten
during the confusion vroduced by an =mvent of this distressing
nature, and tho! having effectced their Preedom, still ore-
vented Trom eccaping in =afety by the deztruction of the
Ztalrs: ‘herein the nublic Interest concerned i¢ too obvious

T4
o]
=

to he notliced here,

U

Yecond on the plan or conveniont ecrangement of the Prison
Ag regeardg this I would refer you to the Following de igns
theze according to the limits allowed belng founded uvon

srineinles which in theory and prsctice are known to he Just;

’

a fascrintion of the building will serve to illustrate them,
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The front presente but few ovenings, for prisoners
should have as little communicstions with the strest or
oublic highway 88 nossible. Ve enter the hullding after
sscending a £light of steps tho' a atrong deorway, into the
vestibule or waiting hall., ®efore us 1z the keepers office
which looks into the Court the Debtore common hall, 2nd the
cells or sgleening roome of the felon nrisoners, on our right
ie a vaesape communicating with the keeoerc agqrtments, on
our left another leading to the otslrs and west wing into
the court., “esgcending a2 flight of sgtone stens we land in
the office story, the passa~e on our left leads te the work
ghops 1n the wings end teo the pricon kitehen, that onposite
to us lesds to the felon prisoners *eflectorv (or eating room)
passing thro' this we enter the keepars kltchnn, further on
we come into another masrfage which cowmunicates with other
work shopsg and ovposite ue we sscend another Tlight of steps
corresponding bto those in the other wing, which land ug in a
pasgage communicating with the esst wing and court. In going
threo!' these we enter an open arcade which communicetes with
the court on ons gide and the nriscners cellis on the other,
The wing on the ousoszlte gide corresgsnondes with this, Heturn-
ing and sscending anothoer £light of steps we land onposite
& negsage wnleh leads to the Debtors spartments, on the leflt
iz another which Jeads to a ran-se of sleening roomg which
may ba slloited to Tomen priconsrs. There is a rassage and
range of cells on the osnosiie Uince which correspond to this,
e amein sscend asnother Clight of narrow steps which bring us
to the "o?itary cells or dungeon These merely occupy the
angle of the Winges, and are dlstlnguishod by that porticn
which rises zhove the rest in the exterior view of the hulld-
ing.

In passing thro! the different parts of this builde
ing we discover

Mret: That all the apariments are vaulted gnd Lthe flocres of
theoee paveld with Urlck that are not uged az gititing or slssp-
ing rooms,

oy

n
Second: that the cells or Dungeons IO“ the refactory are
ecur=d with 2 lininz of c¢ak nlenk rendered lwmpcenetrabhle by
peing f11led with zcusper nsils,



Third: That the sleeping roome are of such fimensgsions ssa
pefit them For the aeccommodation of only one DET S0N.

Fourth: That the windows snd doors sre of a size just
sufficlent for ithe purpozes intended:; the Tormsr rsised =o
high ehove the heeds of the prisonere as to nrevent their
locking out, which size i= in favor of seecurity and economv.

n

Fifths That the epartments of fthe debbtors sre wore spacilous
admitting of the accommodstion of seversl in one room and

poggsesged of fuperior nrivileges fto thosze Tor the common felone,

Sixths That a complete distinciion or gepaerstion is made bhe-
tween the Tebhtors end common elons

Jeventh: That the =
nim an opnortunity o
the bhullding.

ituaticn of the keaners apartmentes =slves
f over looking inhe most maburisl parts of

Tighths That the nascare of communicatlen helns zeonsrel, one

vatch may suffice to yusrd the whole builldiing, And

¥inth: That there i¢ 8 free clrculaftlon of sair thro! all the
apartwrents on tos of the building is a Telfry for the recep-
tion of & ell not only %o zerve as o Lire roﬂul tor to the
prisen buh alzo ses an alsrm FHell in cases of inguraction of

the nrironers, Iire and

Thirdly: on the Internsl order or thysical snd morsl zovern-
sent of the prison. That means should be nrevided to ensble
the priscnares to nelintain themselves by lshor; even tho'! &
stisulated rum ig provided by law to thie effect, is 8 nrin-
ciple that needs no comment to prove the nropriety of, and ths
ruleg of the prison ghould gompel them to work, 1 they vol-
untarily were not lnclined To it; There aslso should he no
dizmerimination or ressnect of nersong; Indughry should be
tavght from experience {as 1t reelly 1¢) Lo be one of the
firet Yirtuvee, It ip 8 welancholy sight in surverying most
1f not 211 of our debtors! sesles to behold ro many aevrrons
compnellad as it were to gnend Sheilr time in idlehese, nay
not only thisz, bt fZo e exnozed to the rnores and femnialtlons
of Vice in s variety of shemep, Por er it will be admitted

ad
gometires unfortunate rmerit wmay be rsre con’ined, so on the
contrary there will be men of no »rinciple or virtuous habite;
and ¢hell we e s¢ ungenserous nay i may cay Inhuman s to
incresse hies micfortune by exposing him to the vile, company
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and conversge of such? Wol 1f we cannot hetter hls situa-
tion let vz not initiste him into, or teach him vices
which are the ruin of humanity! How many are there that
would willingly labor to ~2in a pittance to sunnort them-
gelves or their families., It iz cruel to deny them the
ooportunity. Let weans be irstituested Lo enable them to
carry this virtuous resolution inteo effect, and let the
idler the disgracer of his fellow creatures be compelled
to benefit hiwmsell and to get a hablt of those virtues the
nemlect of whiech has brought him to his nresent wretched
state; Ihe wmiseries of s nrison are great enough wlthout
adding to them. It ip gullficient for an industrious un-
fortunaste man to be confined there by a mercliless creditor
without Zdevrriving him of his virtuous hebits end thus en-
tail for ever after misery and distress upon him and his
hel»nless family, since it 1g a fackt, thst our habilts are
our morals, we ghould certeinly on the nrinciples of sound

. nolicy as well as pumanity endecvor bto Torm thesge, such asg
will prove conzenial to the dictates of virtue, and this
may in s grealt measure be effected by removing as far as
iieg in our nowesr the sources of contaminstion. The Inscrip-
tion that ought to be found on s prison should he this effect
"Justice which while 1t minishes would endeavor to reform
The CfTender.' And on eXamining the internal government we
should zee =zuch methods adopled as fend to resllize thils
sentiment,

Indulzences of no nature derogatory to Yirtue should receive
the countenance of this., Instituation; every specles of gam-
ing, 111 timed recrestion or smurement, drirking strong lig-
vors and idleness ghould be prohibited and there iz no more
effectusl way fo do this than fto emnloy the hody in zome lahor,
Labor ig so necessary an supendage thalt where 1t 1s noh et-
tached, 2 nrison becomes indublitably a2 fource of Vice and mirery
to the unfortunste being therein confined; for however indug-
trious he mirht have been hefore he entered, the hsbit of ldle-
ness will grow co nowerful on him that he will never aflerwsrds
reczein his Tormer haobite of industry £0 ag to ke of wuch gervice
to nimegell or i ]

&
Lo soclety. YWeed I enlsrge? I thirk not; as
every reflecting mind casnnot but be sensible of the truth of
these remsrke I shall therefore procesd to conglder,
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Fourthly, of the classilication of the zrisoners

That every demcription of prigoners should not he nermitted
to agzoclate tomether no one who considers the effect of
exarple will attempt to deny. The prisgoners therefors should
e clasged or senarated accordiny to thelr wmorsl cherascter--
It wouvld he inhuman and unjusi to exmosge the Infant in Vice
to the ghocking influence of the Vetorsn in wickedness. This
separation should me 88 much sttended fo during the dey as

at nizht.

Fifthlys:s  Cleanliness

Cleanlinecs 1a & virtue too smisbile end L0 heneficiasl in 1ts
effectes (hoth in a moral and physical noint of wview) to pass
unoticed in any depertment or sgitusilon of life, but narticu-
larly in a vnrizon where such a maseg of neople are collected
who from lonz habits and a natursl Tndolence of diesnosition
joined to their siftuwatlon are so inclined Ho negligence. A
wath therefore should he constructed for the free use of the
arisonerg, and z2ll ghould he constrained to uce 1t et least
onece e week, There chould alsc bs constru-ted an oven for
the express purnose of purilying the cloathg of esuch versons
gg at thelr entrance ere susnpected of filthiness or infection.

Yhitewashing the walls of the rooms wiih lime intermizxed with
a 1itTle wmarine sgali at lgast twice Iin fhe year should not be
nepglected, {%he uce of tre galt is to lecgen the attrachion

i

ic air penersted asnd breathed thro!
ooms vwhich aceconmmodate larsze collecth-
e ventilatorz or small anerfures

of the liwme for the menh
the human beinzs) Those
long of nergons should haw
near the celling g out the resnlired oir-The windows of

a2

Lo na
D

8 1
trne celils zhould not he Turnlehed wiilh cashes tut ench should
have a movesble blind which may at the ontion of Lhe 2risoner
ha omened or fhub 28 guite his convenlency, =fashes glssed would
confine tho reoomg too much Tor clther comfori or hasliith; How
necesgary & "Ophbpat scdriizsion of fresh alr is, msy ne imaplined
fTrom Shis fect,. that & man conesumes & oilon of etmoscherice
alr in a minute or a hovghessd in en hour, thot ia, whep thig
air nesgees thro! the lunpe or resuwiratory creans, it is so

haﬂ”ﬂﬂ witl cerbonic sceld zas or fixssd sir ( :0 destruct-

el

Lo snimel 1ife} as geriously to iInjure if not Hotslly
degtory 1ife vwrovided 1t 1= not nurlif fied or intermixed with
atmosnheric air or with 1tz sssential part, ovvgmen mag,.

p}
o
fe3 I-} i-—j

b ra
<
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Every cell should be nrovided with an Iron Pedetead clir-um-
geribed with Boeards snd a bed of clean straw or the leaf of

the confingd in 8 coarse Osnebury bag, the straw renewed
as often ss conveanient hul gt least tywice »n vear. Yhat other
convenlences arae necessary benevolence gnd fne nature of the

climate will noint out-"However sanguinary the wish of an
angry creditor way be when he esrrests and imprisons his debtor,
there isg no doubt hut thst every one who listens %to his Resson
when his pagsjions are mwodersted, muet know and will own that
nis prizoner hsg a clalm fto human trestment; nor can we cone
sistently with any zood princinle cither of worals or govern-
ment refuse the same to peresons accuserd of even the most
atrociovs crimes.

iach room ehould be furnished with some instructive bhook
(varticulerly the Hew Vestament) Silence and solitufe command
the erxercize of the reflect feculties in man and whers these
are in oneruﬁjon Prom day to desy we may anticivate tre wmozt
Tavors oly results nertleularly wiith such 2 book to neruse as
the one above mpntioned. The n»nrivilege should also he grant-
ed the unlebtered nrisoners of beins haught to reasd and write
this ghould he considerad ag a Tsveor and granted vwhere & disg-
nosition to reform shews iteeli, hen there sre no women

(I epeak in connection with the 'ebtors Tosl) the men prigon-
ers should tzke if by turns every wmorning to clean ont every
roor, to open the doors and windows and oir their bedding.,

4

[

T
—t
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Langeong

cugtorary to nlece the ~Sunzsons or soliltery ceils under

14 the objesct in OOHf‘Han 1ne wretehed oriminsl here

gtroy his ‘ ealih and make him miserable, a2 more nroper
n could noht bhe chosen to effect 1t,

rm
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tly celebrated loward 18 nohi cing thils observes "I have

het escanes have heen moctk ommonly effected by under-
L T i

*
a
51
That it 1» en unsafe vlace, experiance has Tully proved, sng
J-
[

mining cells and Dung eon* 00ﬂ191n1< nrizconers have Lthe vest
onnortunity of QGCOﬁnilq thelr purnose in thece secret
eituations vwhizh the mind bhov: 0 visit ss the conlinement
je =0 close af o cresle nsuzea; The mosl consplceuony and

olﬂvqned sitnetion should therelors bhe chesen for theze gol-
itary cells and very Jjustly, as here there iz no nossibility
of la bovir rmuch in ecret, or without continuel dresd of
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digcovery ag they are surrcunded with eves snd fo easy of
socess that the kMeeper (sexcept wilfully) cannot neglect to
vigit them dailyy Under these impregszions I hsesve placed the
dungeonsg in the most elevated part of the outer angles of
the bullding; The walls are nroposed to he lincd with oak
nlank and filled with scuonper nsalle which render the diff.
iculty of escane greater than thro! o five feet wall,

The utility of an nfirmsry 1In a prison scarcs need bhe noticed,
If to the Lebbtors prison a “iork house should be aifixed it
would hs onroper Lo anpropriaste Three or Four of the unper
rooms of the west wing for fthis spartwent wilth two or thrse
ventilators. IEncoursgement should bhe given to the religious
vigilte of JGosnel ¥inisters. The Debbors cowvon hall may be
apnroprlate’ for the meseting of the pnrisoners to receive their
inztructions I chell not enlarze further huat come to a con-
clusicn after soliciting your indulzence for having intruded
my senbtimente so fer, Urusiing that they will not he con-
eidered unintereesting, I sgubscerlibe wmyselfl with sentirenty of
raspaech

Your mogt ohed., Dumbhle zervant

Ponlar Trove Tarms
near furlington
June 4, 1208




