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HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD  

Harkers Island Fishing Vessel Jean Dale

HAER No. NC-48 

Location: Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center, 1785 
Island Road, Harkers Island, Carteret County, North Carolina 

Type of Craft: Fin Fishing Boat 

Official Registry No.: n/a 

Principal Measurements: Length: 40’ 
Beam: 12’ 

Propulsion: Unknown by author 

Date of Construction: 1946 

Designer and builder: Brady Lewis 

Original Owner: Harry Mattox Lewis 

Present Owner: Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center 

Disposition: Museum Exhibit 

Significance: Brady Lewis designed and built fishing vessels in the Core 
Sound area of North Carolina that became notable for their 
distinctive high, wide and flared bows to shed the waves and 
rounded sterns to prevent fishing nets from getting caught on 
hard corners.  The flared bow concept was translated into later 
boat designs throughout the United States and internationally. 
Brady Lewis is considered to be the “Father of the Carolina 
flared bow” 

Author: Todd A. Croteau (from information provided by the Core Sound 
Waterfowl Museum and Heritage Center) 

Project Information: This project is part of the Historic American Engineering Record 
(HAER), a long-range program to document historically 
significant engineering and industrial works in the United 
States. The Heritage Documentation Programs of the National 
Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, administers the 
HAER program. 

The project was prepared under the direction of Todd Croteau 
(HAER Maritime Program Coordinator), who created the large 
format photographs, history and measured drawings.   
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DESCRIPTION 

The Jean Dale is a Harkers Island/Core Sound fishing vessel employed in the collection of 
fin fish.  The 40-foot long by 12-foot beam boat has a distinctive high, wide and flared bow, 
now known as “Carolina flare” and also a rounded stern to prevent nets from catching on 
corners.  The hull is built of pine planks laid edge to edge in carvel fashion over frames.  The 
hull bottom is dead-rise with a hard chine while the sides have various flare increasing in 
the bow.  The boat is powered by a diesel engine with single shaft and screw propeller.  The 
boat is fitted with a forward cabin or “doghouse”with driving station containing two small 
circular port windows on each side.  A mast amidship is fitted with a boom and rigging to 
manage fishing nets. 

HISTORY 

OWNER:  Mr. Harry Mattox Lewis (October 10, 1913 - June 2, 2000) was born to Thomas 
and Effie Lewis, all native Harkers Islanders. He married Ruby Dee Willis and they lived 
their life together on the Island, producing two children, Patty Jean and Dale. Mr. Harry was 
a fisherman and like many others living on the Island, supported his family from the bounty 
of the sea, catching finfish through long-hauling and setting nets in the local sounds and 
ocean. To accomplish this, he needed a boat whose design allowed stability in rough waters, 
ease of operation and ability to work in the shallow waters of Core and Bogue Sounds as 
well as the deeper waters of the Atlantic Ocean. This was in the early l940's. The boat-
builder was Brady Lewis.  

BUILDER:  Mr. Brady Lewis (September 26, 1904 - May 12,1992) was born to Dan and Eva 
Lewis in the community of Salter Path. The family moved from Salter Path to Crab Point 
then finally to Harkers Island where Brady married Island girl, Mary Elizabeth.  

Brady's son, Mr. Makley Lewis and his wife, Florence recall the series of events which led 
Brady Lewis to build his first boat: “Dan (Brady's father) ordered a skiff to fish from the 
Beach. When the vessel was delivered, Brady reportedly said “Why I could do better than 
that!” Brady and his father went over to the Cape (Lookout) and cut a limb from a cedar tree 
with a particular “elbow” shape, brought it back to the Island and this limb became the 
"knee" of Brady Lewis’ first boat. 

Brady Lewis began his boat building career without apprenticing or formal education from 
any person. On his own, he designed the marine architectural marvel known as the 
(Harkers Island) flared - bow, round - stern. The larger boats also had a cabin still known as 
the “Dog-House” design. He also built sailboats in the 18-foot range. 

Mr. Clem Willis (a first cousin who apprenticed with Brady at his boat works) and his wife, 
Nannie, recalled that in the days before electricity came to the Island, all wood used in his 
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boats was fashioned, by Brady with a hatchet. He had a boat house “on the Shore” located 
between (present-day) Clarence Willis boat works and Alex Willis' boat works where many 
area boat-builders learned their trade.  

The Flared-Bow design has become one of world-wide importance, reflected in watercraft 
produced locally, regionally, nationally and globally, with roots born in an innate 
understanding of the water. The curve of the bow turns water away from the inside of the 
boat, the round stern has no corner for nets to get hung on. Practical thinking, practical 
people, fine craftsmanship, ingenious results. 

The Jean Dale is one of the first boats built by Brady Lewis’ own hand after electricity came 
to Harkers Island in 1941. Mr. Clem Willis worked on her with Brady at his boat house 
using cedar and heart pine. Rusty Taylor (Grandson of Harry Lewis) said “Granddaddy told 
me when the boat was built, it was the most expensive boat built on Harkers Island. It cost 
$750.00. The average cost of a boat at that time was around $650.00. The reason it cost more 
was that the boat is nailed together with copper nails."  

The Jean Dale has survived sinking three times, a fire onboard and was a working fishing 
boat through the winter of 2000, with Mr. Harry as the sole owner throughout its history.  
The boat was donated to the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum and moved to the site 
September 16, 2000.  This boat is the only known boat built by Brady Lewis himself left in 
existence on Harkers Island. 


