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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

Addendum to 
STIETENROTH HOUSE 

HABS No. MS-271 

504 South Canal Street, in Natchez, Adams County, Mississippi. 

The building and lot presently are owned by the National Park Service, but 
the Stietenroth House is unoccupied. 

The Stietenroth House is but one example of the breadth of historic 
housing stock in Natchez, Mississippi, that ranges in scale from the grand 
revival showpieces like Melrose and the tantalizingly incomplete 
Longwood to the vernacular, and anonymous, shotgun dwellings of the 
less affluent.1 Like much ofNatchez's domestic architecture, the 
Stietenroth House sits firmly in the middle of that spectrum. It was built in 
the latter part of the nineteenth century but does not exhibit the level of 
finish and decorative detail of those houses typically associated with 
Victorian-era construction. As such, it is an important reminder of the 
vernacular character ofNatchez's late nineteenth- and tum of the 
twentieth-century building fabric. 

Virginia Barrett Price, Summer 2006. 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History 

1. Date of erection: ca. 1871-84. 2 Because a dwelling house is noted on the 1884 plat of 
the Stietenroth lot, drawn roughly in the position of the building under study and drawn 
with a side gable roof as this one has, it is likely the house was erected by then. The plat 
was drawn in conjunction with Henry Stietenroth' s transfer of his rights in the property to 
his younger brother Charles. 3 1884 is significant for that was the year their mother died. 

1For additional information or photographs of Melrose, see HABS No. MS-61; for Longwood, 
see HABS No. MS-1. Historic American Buildings Survey Collection, Library of Congress. 

2This is the date range suggested on the measured drawings completed by HABS in 2000; since it 
corresponds to the death dates of Charles and Hannah Stietenroth, the parents of the Stietenroth clan and 
likely builders, and no material evidence appeared to definitively argue otherwise in this study, the date 
range stands. 

3 Adams County Deed Book ZZ, 74-75. 
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At her death in 1884, Hannah Stietenroth was sixty-nine years old. Surviving her were 
four sons (Henry, Andrew, Charles, William) and two daughters (Henrietta and Jennie).4 

Andrew's death in 1886 came after he had "one of his hands badly tom in a cotton gin 
and suffered much loss of blood before he could have his wound attended to. After partial 
recovery he was attacked with pneumonia, attended with complications that produced 
death." He was about forty years old, survived by his wife and their five children.5 

Andrew's death at a young age offers an explanation for one of his daughters living with 
his brother Charles in the Stietenroth family house at 504 South Canal Street during the 
1920s and 1930s. 

Aesthetically the dwelling could have been erected anytime after Henry's and Charles's 
parents, Charles and Hannah Stietenroth, were married in 1840. It is unlikely given its 
size that the house was built then, however. More probably it was under construction in 
the latter part of the nineteenth century, after the family was established in Natchez. The 
house, certainly, dates to no earlier than the mid-to-late 1840s, for the elder Stietenroth
Henry's and Charles's father-did not begin to acquire propertyuntil 1842. Circular saws 
(beginning in 1849), cut nails, and wire nails (1890) had been in use in Natchez 
throughout the latter part of the nineteenth century so they are not especially useful in 
narrowing the date range; the colored glass seen in the transom and sidelights of the front 
door begins to be found in Natchez in the 1840s as well. 

Arguably the dwelling could have been in situ by the 1870 land tax assessment wherein 
Charles Stietenroth's property (two lots) on Canal Street was appraised at $2500. No 
acreage accompanied the monetary notation on the tax list, however. Nor was there a 
valuation for improvements to the land.6 Supporting this time-frame for the house 

4"Good Citizen Gone," clipping, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. The 
memorial described her domestic virtues, piety, and benevolence; she died, moreover, after a long illness. 
The tribute to Hannah was written and published by Charles's office. 

5"A Terrible Fight," clipping, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. 

6 Adams County Land Tax Record, 1870. (Mississippi Department of Archives and History, 
microfilm). The 1892 land tax list is illegible. There are no records available for the intervening years. As 
for personal property taxes, in 1893, Charles Stietenroth Gunior) owned a gold watch with a $75 value. 
This watch Charles bequeathed to his grand-nephew, Charles Stietenroth Rosenthal, in 1933. Adams 
County Personal Property Tax Record, 1893, George W. Armstrong Public Library, Natchez; Adams 
County Will Book 7, 590. Whereas Henry Stietenroth, in 1876, was assigned only a marginal fee. He 
owned no material goods valued over $250 or livestock of note. He was assessed for one male aged 
between 21 and 55 years. This was most likely himself, although he was married by then. Adams County 
Personal Property Tax Record, 1876, George W. Armstrong Public Library. William Stietenroth appears 
in the 1893 list, although in a different district than Charles, and like Henry did earlier, possessed nothing 
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construction, despite the lack of detail in the tax record, is the acquisition oflumber in 
1870 and 1871. The Andrew Brown Lumber Company, later Andrew Brown and Son and 
then R.F. Learned Lumber Company, recorded purchases and payments by a Charles 
Stietenroth between June of 1870 and October of 1871.7 Unfortunately, the lumber 
records do not indicate how or where the materials were to be used, just who picked them 
up.s 

Insight into the architectural practice of Charles and Hannah Stietenroth's son William is 
found in the lumber company ledgers as he or a designated representative bought building 
materials in the 1880s.9 It is unlikely, given his age, that William built the house at 504 
South Canal Street, unless he oversaw its construction or expansion in the mid 1880s. A 
"Charles Stietenroth" reappears in the records around 1878, acting for Trinity Church, 
suggesting this was Charles and Hannah's son, Charles (1853-1933). The younger 
Charles Stietenroth was active in the parish, even authoring a history of the church.10 

of value to the appraisers. Adams County Personal Property Tax Record, 1893. 

7Brown, Day Book No. 6: 3 January 1870-30 December 1871, 105, 137, 196, 282, 291, 294, 367, 
389, 399, 412, 414, 441. Andrew Brown and Son/R.F. Learned Lumber Company, Archives and Special 
Collections, J.D. Williams Library, University of Mississippi. Coincidentally to Charles's purchases are 
those of Andrew Stietenroth. This could be the Andrew ( d. 1886) that was Charles's and Hannah's son 
and he could have been picking up supplies for his father's house building endeavor. "In Memorium. 
Andrew L. Stietenroth, died Natchez, Miss., March 29, 1886," and "Funeral Notice," [Andrew L. 
Stietenroth ], Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. Brown Ledger No. 9: 1 January 1871-
21October1876, 197; Brown Ledger No. 8: 1January1871-2October1872, 1April1876-29 December 
1876, 98, 245; Brown Cash Journal No. 14: 1January1871-30 December 30 1876, 18, 44, 54, 74, 92, 
112, 144,168, 176, 252; Brown Journal No. 10: January 1871-31 December 1876, 36, 46, 74, 90, 107, 
113, 137, 187, 245, 289; Brown Journal No. 9: January 1861-December 1870, 689, 695, 714, 716, 723,, 
737, 769, 788. This is last also notes account activity in 1861 and 1867. Some of the 1870 charges were 
for coal. See also Learned Invoice Book No. 1: January 1864-19 April 1879, 41, 67. 

8Some charges were applied to specific accounts like that of Trinity Church or that of J.C. 
Shwartz Hardware. For those kinds of accounts, it is possible to say where the materials were going to be 
used; for those debits and credits entered only as a personal name, the records offer less definitive dating 
evidence. 

9Leamed Journal No. 5: 1March1886-31August1887; Learned Cash Journal No. 4: December 
1883-May 1889; Learned Order Book No. 1: 4October1882-7June1883, 44, 97, 114. 

1°Learned Cash Journal No. 4: December 1883-May 1889; Learned Cash Journal No. 3: January 
1877-December 1883; Learned Day Book No. 4A: 2 January 1882-5 June 1883; Learned Day Book No. 
2: 1January1877-31May1880, 269; Learned Journal No. 2: 1June1880-30 June 1881. Charles 
Stietenroth, One Hundred Years with "Old Trinity Church" (Natchez, MS: Natchez Printing and 
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A potential terminus post quem date for the construction is December of 1872. At that 
time, when the elder Charles Stietenroth died, the funeral notice indicated that ''his family 
residence [was] on Canal Street."11 It is likely then that some form of the dwelling was in 
place for the posting of the notice. Further circumstantial evidence is offered by the 1880 
Census which locates Hannah Stietenroth, then widowed, in a household with only her 
younger children: Henrietta, age twenty-six, and Jennie L., age twenty-one, both 
unemployed; Charles H., a newspaper reporter at age twenty-five, and William, a 
carpenter at age eighteen. Hannah Stietenroth "kept house." Not described as a boarder in 
someone's else household, Hannah must have maintained an independent household for 
herself and her children. She, perhaps, was able to do so because the family dwelling was 
in-situ. Henrietta and Jennie continued to live with their brother Charles, at No. 504, into 
the 1920s. Andrew ( d. 1886) moved out by 1880, married with children, and presumably 
Henry (d. 1904) and his wife Charlotte (d. 1882) set out on their own as well.12 

2. Architect: The architect or designer of the Stietenroth House is not known, although at 
least two of the Stietenroth children went into the building trades. Henry was a painter, 
William an architect and builder. 13 William advertised himself as a "modern architect and 
builder" and specified that "plans for residences, stores and buildings if all descriptions, 

Stationary Co., ca. 1922). 

11"Funeral Notice," [Charles Stietenroth] clipping, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez 
Foundation. 

12Tenth Census of the United States, 1880, Population Schedule; Fourteenth Census of the 
United States, 1920, Population Schedule; Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, Population 
Schedule. 

13 According to the 1880 Census Andrew was a gin wright. Tenth Census of the United States, 
1880, Population Schedule. According to a clipping regarding the McClure House on the comer of 
Franklin and Canal streets depended on Henry Stietenroth's painting skills. He "brushed [it] up and made 
[it] almost brand new ... not only the outside but the inside of the building has been overhauled and 
renovated, thus placing the entire house of Mr. and Mrs. D. McClure in 'nice trim' for the reception of 
the public." Clipping, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. The file also includes a poem 
to painters, repeated here: Of all the jolly craftsmen, I ever chanced to meet, I will say to you, dear editor, 
That painters can't be [b?]eat. For when they're on the ladders, Or scaffold swinging high, They laugh 
and talk together, And quiz the passer-by. But with all their talk and laughing, To their work they each 
attend, And the work that they accomplish, Would astonish many men. Their work (of course 'tis dirty,') 
And the paint gets on their hands But, "dear editor," does that keep them From being gentlemen? 
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[would be] furnished at very reasonable prices."14 Perhaps they were influenced by, or by 
the stories told about, the construction of their parents' home. 

3. Original and subsequent owners, occupants, uses: 

a. Ownership: The Stietenroth House and lot presently are owned by the Natchez National 
Historical Park. The National Park Service took possession of the .26 acre property (tract 
102-06) in 1992. The deeds relating to the chain of title for the Stietenroth House are as 
follows: 

1992 Sara R. Garcia to Natchez National Historical Park. 
Adams County Deed Book 19-A, 452. 

1990 David Paradise to Sara R. Garcia.15 

Adams County Deed Book 18-K, 720-21. 

This was the same parcel conveyed by Abbott to Harry J. Rosenthal, as recorded in 
Adams County Deed Book 4-W, 428. 

1985 Steven Chadwick Lyon to David Paradise. 
Adams County Deed Book 16-W, 702. 

Here the property is referred to as a part of the former Stietenroth property, all of which 
was conveyed by Abbott to Rosenthal, before parceling out tracts for Dickson and 
Rosenthal family members. The portion conveyed was particularly described as 
''beginning at a point marked by as iron pin on the northwestern line of South Canal 
Street as at present laid out, ... " 

1983 David Paradise to David Paradise and Steven Chadwick Lyon. 
Adams County Deed Book 15-W, 76-77. 

1982 Steven Chadwick Lyon and Daniel L. Bland to David Paradise. 
Adams County Deed Book 15-V, 552-53. 

14Natchez Mississippi: On Top, Not "Under the Hill" Adams County and the Neighboring 
Territory (ca. 1888; reprint, Natchez: Myrtle Banlc Publishers, 1983). William Stietenroth placed an 
advertisement in this book, quoted in the text, and a sketch of him appears on page 24. 

15Garcia's 1990 land deed of trust was for about $25,000. Paradise held a deed of trust, signed in 
1985, for $80,000. Adams County Deed Book 418, 119-20. 



198 Mildred R. Hanrahan to Steven Chadwick Lyon 
Adams County, to be recorded. 

1980 L. Hootsell Interiors, Inc., to Mildred R. Hanrahan. 
Adams County Deed Book 14-X, 441. 
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1975 Sessions A. Hootsell and Linda A. Hootsell to L. Hootsell Interiors, Inc. 
Adams County Deed Book 13-D, 172-73. 

1973 C.I. Ellerbe and Nellie Johnson Ellerbe, Vidalia, Louisiana, to Sessions A. 
Hootsell and Linda A. Hootsell. 
Adams County Deed Book 12-M, 570-71. 

The Ellerbes surrender the deed of trust at this time. 
Adams County Deed Book 12-L, 107. 

1961 C.I. Ellerbe and Nellie Johnson Ellerbe to Marvin Clem Ellerbe and Frances 
Goldman Ellerbe for a $7000 promissory note. 
Adams County Deed Book 9-D, 26-29. 

This was the same as conveyed to the Hughes in 1947 (5-S, 535) and the Hughes to the 
Ellerbes in December of 1948. 

1948 Berry Monroe Hughes and Birdie L. Hughes to C.I. Ellerbe and Nellie Johnson 
Ellerbe. 
Adams County Deed Book 6-A, 150-52. 

This was the same as conveyed to the Hughes by the Rosenthals in June of 1947. In the 
1951 city directory, Clem I. Ellerbe is noted as residing at 504 South Canal, along with 
Mrs. Juanita H. Randal, a nurse. It is likely, then, only the head of household was 
recorded.16 In the 1950s, at least until the 1958 and 1960 directories which placed Marvin 
Ellerbe in the house, the structure was occupied by John L. Breaux and Joel G. Hill 
(1955) or Eddie L. Holloway (1953). 17 

16Polk's Natchez City Directory (1951), 642. (Library of Congress, microfilm). 

17Polk's Natchez City Directory (1953), 634; Polk's Natchez City Directory (1955), 605; Polk's 
Natchez Directory of Householders ... 1957, 482; Polk's Natchez (Adams County, Mississippi) City 
Directory (1958), 639; Polk's Natchez City Directory (1960), 14. (Library of Congress, microfilm). 
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1947 Charles S. Rosenthal and Emily Ruth Rosenthal to Berry Monroe Hughes and 
Birdie L. Hughes. 
Adams County Deed Book 5-S, 535-37. 

This is the same tract conveyed from Harry to Charles in 1940, excepting the three 
parcels sold to the City of Natchez, Jefferson Davis Dickson, and Mrs. Cleo L. Rosenthal. 

1946 Charles S. Rosenthal to Mrs. Cleo L. Rosenthal. 
Adams County Deed Book 5-N, 494. 

Mrs. Cleo L. Rosenthal receives land and improvements, shown on the map recorded in 
Adams County Deed Book 5-A, 145; this includes a house at 500 South Canal Street. 

1940 Harry J. Rosenthal and Mrs. Cleo L. Rosenthal to Jefferson Davis Dickson, Jr. 
Adams County Deed Book 5-A, 144-45. 

The parcel was described as ''beginning at an iron stake at the intersection of the present 
northwesterly line of Canal Street and the southerly line of Rosalie Street; running thence 
along the present northwesterly line of Canal Street in a southwesterly direction a 
distance of ninety-one and seven-tenths (91.7) feet to an iron pipe on the edge of a drive; 
running thence with a deflection angle of 89 [degrees] - 23' to the right or northwest along 
a line parallel to an fifteen feet northeasterly from the brick pillars now under a residence 
dwelling house ... Street, Natchez, Mississippi, a distance of fifty-three and one-tenth 
(53.1) feet to an iron pipe on the southerly line of Rosalie Street a distance of one 
hundred and six and four-tenths (106.4) feet to the point of beginning. Being part of the 
Stietenroth lot, as shown on map or plat recorded in Deed Book 3-C, page 313 ... " 

Harry J. Rosenthal and Mrs. Cleo L. Rosenthal to Charles S. Rosenthal. 
Adams County Deed Book 5-A, 145, 165-67. 

Charles Stietenroth Rosenthal was the son ofHarry J. Rosenthal. 18 

18Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. Census records from 1910, 1920, and 
1930 collaborate the outline of family history. Charles Stietenroth was the head of household. His nieces' 
families lived with him. In 1930, Harry and Jennie Rosenthal, both aged forty-four, and their child 
Charles S., age four and some months, were identified relationally to Charles, as niece, great-nephew, 
and nephew-in-law. The child Charles Stietenroth Rosenthal died in 1987. Sam J. Edit (29) and his wife, 
Charles's grand-niece, Jeanerette, (24) and their child Charles S., aged two years and nine months, also 
lived with Charles Stietenroth. Ten years earlier, Charles's two unmarried sisters, Henrietta and Jennie, 
lived with him as well as his niece Jennie Rosenthal and her husband who was again identified as the 
nephew-in-law, and Charles's grand-niece Jeanerette Harlow. In 1910, Charles (48) and his two sisters 
Jennetta [sic](SO) and Jennie (40) comprised one household; that unit was augmented by the Harlows: 
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1939 Harry J. Rosenthal and Mrs. Cleo L. Rosenthal to City of Natchez. 
Adams County Deed Book 4-Y, 445-46. 

For $4500, the Rosenthals deeded the city a strip ofland of varying width for the highway 
(federal aid project PWA 1126-F-Cont.#8) between the Mississippi River bridge and 
Natchez. It consisted of .15 acres on the westerly side of South Canal Street. The 
Rosenthals were responsible for removing any fencing and buildings in the right-of-way 
while the city was to extend the concrete retaining wall to the place of the new driveway. 
Advertising was banned within a certain range. 

193 8 Walter P. Abbott, Chancery Clerk, to Harry J. Rosenthal. 
Adams County Deed Book 4-W, 428. 

This deed confirmed a sale made 5 August 193 8 "in pursuance of a Decree of said 
Chancery Court rendered on July 19th, 1938, in that certain cause numbered #7350 on the 
General Docket of said court styled William Stietenroth et al., Complainants, v. Harry J. 
Rosenthal et al., Defendants[ ... ]" Rosenthal paid $2310.00 for the land and property, now 
forming one lot ofland, purchased by Charles Stietenroth (senior) in 1842 (DD, 218-19), 
1847 (FF, 604-05), and 1854 (RR, 78-79). Stietenroth died intestate in December of 1872 
and upon his widow Hannah's death in July of 1884, Henry transferred his interest in 
their parent's property to his younger brother, Charles. The lots were surveyed by the City 
Surveyor Charles W. Babbit and that plat was made part of the deed. 

Charles Stietenroth, Henry's brother, died in 1933.19 William Stietenroth, also a sibling of 
Charles and Henry, was an architect-builder practicing in Natchez. He and his family 
lived at 815 Washington Street, at least as early as 1912.20 

John C., a nephew-in-law aged thirty; Jennie L., his niece aged twenty-three, and their daughter 
Jeanerette aged four. Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910, Population Schedule; Fourteenth 
Census of the United States, 1920, Population Schedule; Fifteenth Census of the United States, 1930, 
Population Schedule; Social Security Death Index. The deed referenced here however states that Cleo L. 
Rosenthal was Harry's wife. Adams County Deed Book 5-A, 167. One explanation for the discrepancy is 
that Cleo was Harry's second wife and that they were married sometime after the 1930 census and 1935 
directory and before the 1938 deed. 

19 Adams County Will Book 7, 590. Charles Stietenroth bequeaths his part of the Stietenroth 
property, the same where he lived, on the west side of South Canal Street to his niece, Jennie Rosenthal 
and his grand-niece, Jeanerette Harlow Edit. 

20Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910, Population Schedule; Fourteenth Census of the 
United States, 1920, Population Schedule; Polk's City Directory (1912), 174. (Library of Congress, 
microfilm); Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. 
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The 1922-23 city directory places H.J. Rosenthal, as well as the Stietenroth siblings 
Charles, Henrietta, and Jennie in the house at 504 South Canal Street, yet the 1925 and 
1928 listing notes just Charles.21 By1935, Harry Rosenthal is recorded as the occupant of 
504 South Canal, but a separate listing for Mrs. Jennie Rosenthal who worked at 
Rosenthal Furniture and who, too, lived at 504 South Canal is included in the directory. 
Jeanerette Harlow Edit, Charles's grand-niece, was the secretary-treasurer of the printing 
company, assuming Charles's former role.22 By the time of the 1939 directory, Harry 
Rosenthal occupied the building and his was the name attached to it.23 

Rosenthal sold off portions of the former Stietenroth lot, notably part to Jefferson Davis 
Dickson on 2December1940. This is where Fat Mama's Tamales restaurant currently is 
located.24 Another piece went to the city for a right-of-way in October of 1939 and yet 
another to Mrs. Cleo L. Rosenthal on 12 July 1946. The remaining par.eel Harry 
Rosenthal conveyed to Charles S. Rosenthal on 9December1940.25 

1886 Map oflots belonging to J.E. Rumble, Esq., by Charles W. Babbit, Civil Engineer 
and City Surveyor, Natchez. 3 September 1886; recorded 20 June 1888. 
Adams County Deed Book 3-C, 313. 

Rumble owned twelve lots, six fronting on Canal Street and six, in line immediately 
behind those, on the bluff. The Stietenroth lot was the triangular piece at the comer of 
Rosalie and Canal Streets. Along Canal Street, the lot extended 292 Yi feet. 

1884 Henry C. Stietenroth to Charles Stietenroth. 
Adams County Deed Book ZZ, 78. 

21Polk's Natchez City Directory (1922-23), 44, 227; Polk's Natchez City Directory (1925), 202; 
Polk's Natchez City Directory (1928), 221. (Library of Congress, microfilm). 

22Polk's City Directory (1935), 145, 162, 209. (Library of Congress, microfilm). 

23State-Ketching's Natchez, Mississippi, 1939, City Directory, 101. (Library of Congress, 
microfilm). The 1920 census supports the directory's population of the house at 504 South Canal Street, 
naming the three siblings - Charles, Henrietta, and Jennie - as well as Charles's niece. Fourteenth Census 
of the United States, 1920, Population Schedule. 

24See "Old Fort Rosalie Gift Shop (Fat Mama's Tamales)," HABS No. MS-274. Historic 
American Buildings Survey Collection, Library of Congress. 

25 Adams County Deed Book418, 123. The 1941 city directory continued to list H.J. Rosenthal as 
living at 504 South Canal Street but this was likely due to the timing of the last property transfer. State's 
Natchez, Mississippi, 1941, City Directory, 75. (Library of Congress, microfilm). 
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Hannah Stietenroth's death in 1884 precipitated the transfer of the property to Charles 
Stietenroth (junior); the deed was accompanied by a plat. Henry was the eldest son; he 
married Charlotte Baugh in 1867 and she died on 11 October 1882 leaving him bereft. 
She was fifty-two years old.26 Henry died in 1904. 

1871 Odelia Knoph et al. to Charles Stietenroth. 
Adams County Deed Book RR, 77-78. 

With this acquisition, Charles Stietenroth assembled the property referred to after his 
death, and into the early twentieth century, as the "Stietenroth lot." It is generally thought 
that the house was constructed by Stietenroth, shortly before he died, or by his children 
sometime before their mother, Hannah, died in 1884.27 

1854 Mary C. and William Briel to Charles Stietenroth. 
Adams County Deed Book KK, 120. 

1847 Mary D. and William Briel to Charles Stietenroth. 
Adams County Deed Book FF, 604-05. 

1842 Mary C. and Philip Briel to Charles Stietenroth. 
Adams County Deed Book DD, 218-29. 

b. Occupants and Uses: The above chain of title suggests the names of the occupants of 
the house over the years. The structure was built as a dwelling, and continued to serve as 
such at least throughout the Stietenroth family's tenancy there. After Hannah 
Stietenroth's death in 1884, her children remained in the house for several years. By the 
time of the 1892 city directory the house was home to H. Stietenroth (a painter), F. 
Stietenroth (clerk), Charles (business manager), Miss J[ennie] (kindergarten teacher at the 

26Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation; Obituary, Daily Democrat (6 July 1884), 
3. In 1878, Henry Stietenroth, the painter, ran an account with the Andrew Brown/RF. Learned Lumber 
Company; this along with his 1867 marriage suggests he was independent and suggests perhaps he stayed 
at 504 South Canal Street because he was the eldest, assuming the role as head of household in his 
father's stead. Or perhaps after Charlotte died in 1882, Henry returned to the fold to be duly noted by the 
1892 directory. Learned Cash Journal No. 2: April 1877-May 1886, 25; Obituary, Daily Democrat (12 
October 1882), 2; Death notices, 1882, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. 

27"Funeral Notice," [Charles Stietenroth] clipping, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez 
Foundation; Obituary [Hannah Stietenroth], clipping, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez 
Foundation; Obituary, Daily Democrat (6 July 1884), 3; "Preparation for Death,"[Hannah Stietenroth] 
Church news, clipping, Stietenroth Family file, Historic Natchez Foundation. Mississippi Marriages, 
1826-50, notes Charles and Hannah's wedding on 23 November 1840 in Adams County. 
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Institute}, Miss Henrietta, and William, (architect and builder}.28 The numbers dwindled 
as the Stietenroth children grew up and set up their own households. Thus, in 1899, 
Charles, Henrietta, Jennie, and William remained in the house.29 By 1912, the only 
members of the Stietenroth family recorded as living at 504 South Canal Street included 
Charles, who was then Secretary and Treasurer of the Natchez Printing Company, as well 
as his sisters, Henrietta and Jennie. Neither girl was married at the time, and Jennie still 
taught school. Both were listed as boarders. William, and his wife Althrea D., moved to 
Washington Street; his architectural practice was located at Wall and Market streets, and 
was well-established by then. He, for example, worked on the turn-of-the century 
building on Commerce Street, where the Historic Natchez Foundation is now.30 

In later years, the house was used as an interior design business and as administrative 
offices for Natchez National Historical Park. Presently it is vacant.31 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: Likely the supplier of the wood used for the house's 
framing and siding was the Andrew Brown Company, a lumber company in business in 
Natchez for 130 years. Other contractors and suppliers remain anonymous. 

5. Original plans and construction: The house plan originally consisted of a center hall 
with two rooms to each side, however, the written plans and blueprints, if such 
documents existed at all, for its construction are not known to survive. 

6. Alterations and additions: Evidence gleaned from the Sanborn maps in the early part of 
the twentieth century reveals how the house was added onto before reaching its current 
configuration. The earliest Sanborn Map covering the 500-block of South Canal Street 
was done in 1901. The triangular lot accommodated two dwellings and various 
dependencies. According to the cartographer, No. 502 had a square footprint, stood one
story tall, and was covered by a shingle roof. 32 A full-width porch graced the front facade. 

28Directory of the City of Natchez (1892), 56. (Historic Natchez Foundation) 

29Hittenden 's 1899 Natchez City Directory, 107. (Library of Congress, microfilm) 

30Polk's Natchez City Directory (1912), 174. (Historic Natchez Foundation). 

31City directories, or at least an oral interview with Mary W. Miller of the Historic Natchez 
Foundation, should clarify how the house was used by its owners in the latter part of the twentieth 
century. 

32Tue Sanborn maps classify the building as a one-story structure, however, for our purposes, it is 
identified as one and one-half stories because of the living space beneath the gable. This is also true for 
No. 504. 
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Similarly, the Stietenroth House at 504 South Canal Street was square in overall plan, 
with a full-width porch running across the front facade. It too was one-story and covered 
with a shingle roof. A series of support structures littered the backyard, the closest in 
brick with a porch linking it to the main house. This structure exhibited a rectangular 
footprint and was located off the west comer of the main house. Adjoining it, to the 
northwest or rear, was a smaller, rectangular building. Just to the west was another one
story building, placed almost perpendicular the others, and along the lot line to the north 
were two others, adjacent but not connected inside.33 The layout of the buildings situated 
on the two parcels within the Stietenroth lot remained the same in the 1904 mapping 
endeavor, and the only change identified in 1910 was an extension along the southwest 
elevation of the additions. 34 

In 1925 the Stietenroth lot still was divided into two parcels with dwellings at 500 and 
504 South Canal Street. (The structure at 500 South Canal Street was identified as No. 
502 in an earlier map; it would become Nos. 500 A & B in the 1940s-50 map). Flanking 
the lot line were two one-story garages, each with a composition roof, servicing each 
dwelling. These were positioned towards the rear of the lot. As before, the cartographer 
noted that both houses were one-story, wood-frame buildings with a front porch 
extending the full-width of the front facade and shingled roofs. Now identified as No. 
500, the house expanded in the way of an ell off the back, at the north comer. There was a 
porch running from the ell to the west comer that completed the northwest rear elevation. 
Its neighbor, No. 504, had an ell off of each rear comer, although they were not 
equidistant extensions which made for a zig-zag footprint with the loggia-like connecting 
enclosure. The loggia or porch also linked the series of one-story structures to the western 
comer of the main house. The farthest-back addition was covered with a composition 
roof, and not with the shingles found elsewhere. A one-story porch abutted the southwest 
elevation of the house and southeast elevation of the additions, resembling in plan 
something of an outdoor extension to the zig-zaging loggia-like feature of the main 
house. Years later the 1925 Sanborn Map was updated, a process that was completed in 
the mid-1940s to 1950. In the interim the dwelling at 500 South Canal Street had become 
a duplex divided by a frame partition, was re-roofed, and lost its garage. The rear no 
longer had an ell and porch. The cartographer observed that it was open between the 
ground and first floor, both for this structure and the adjacent dwelling at 504 South 
Canal. The Stietenroth House also had a new, composition roof and its footprint engulfed 

33Sanbom Map Company, September 1901, sheet 13. (Library of Congress). 

34Sanbom Map Company, December 1904, sheet 16; Sanborn Map Company, January 1910, 
sheet 24. (Library of Congress). 
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some of the hodgepodge accretions of previous years. The rear stepped out, talcing three 
jogs to the west and protruding past the plane of the southwest elevation.35 

Beyond the shifting footprint mapped in the early twentieth century, the interiors of the 
Stietenroth House exhibit evidence of change such as the handrail and balusters on the 
stair, which are not aligned with the treads and aesthetically appear too bulky or robust 
for the space. Cornice molding was added in the hall, doors altered, openings created, 
carpet laid, and so on; perhaps the most intriguing alteration is shown in the hall closet 
wherein wallpaper and other material in evidence beneath the stair suggests the walls 
were once exposed to view. Some of the colored glass in the transom and sidelights have 
been replaced. The more dramatic changes to the interiors likely were made when the 
building shifted from domestic to commercial space, such as for the interior decorating 
business and later for the National Park Service's administrative offices. 

B. Historical Context 

That the Stietenroth House still stands is a testament to the endurance of vernacular 
architectural forms and of building traditions transferred from generation to generation. In form 
and plan, the Stietenroth House owes a debt to both French creole and Greek Revival 
architecture. Its lack of typically Germanic building features suggests its builder-occupants' 
assimilation into nineteenth-century Natchez, and at the very least, their acquisition of the 
regionally prevalent building practices and trends. 

When Hannah Stietenroth died in July of 1884, her obituaries noted her age of sixty-nine 
and mentioned she lived in Natchez for forty-six of those years. Simple mathematic deduction 
puts her arrival in Natchez in the year 1838. She married two years later, and with her husband 
Charles began building a life in Mississippi. The Stietenroths were but one family of German
descent in town; census records support this generalization. Because ofNatchez's location on the 
Mississippi River it is likely that the port of entry for the Stietenroths was New Orleans, rather 
than New York, as many immigrant laborers and craftsmen followed the river inland up to at 
least St. Louis. 36 

In nearby Texas, Terry Jordan examined nineteenth-century immigrant farmers in order to 
evaluate the impact of the European way on agricultural practices of the places in which the 
Germans settled. Large-scale immigration followed a 1831 land grant to Fredrich Ernst and in 

35Sanbom Map Company, June 1925, sheet 23; Sanborn May Company, June 1925/August 1950, 
sheet 23 (Library of Congress). 

36Regarding immigrants of German-descent, Kenneth C. Hafertepe to Virginia B. Price, 
electronic communication, 24 July 2006. 
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1842 was encouraged by an overseas colonization conglomerate that promoted Texas as a ''North 
American paradise." Generally German farmers emigrated to escape economic hardships 
imposed by the system of primogeniture and by the 1845 potato blight. The potato crop's failure 
again in the 1850s sparked an exodus that was matched in the 1880s when industrialization 
replaced home industry and displaced workers. Hungry and miserable, many sought a better life 
in America. 37 

The first houses they erected typically were done using horizontal log construction; the 
domestic complex included outbuildings as seen elsewhere in the South. The log buildings 
provided immediate shelter. As communities became more established, more structures were 
half-timbered or made of stone. The half-timbering, use of casement windows, exterior plaster 
and whitewash were hold-overs of southern Hanover architectural traditions. The small, stone 
houses the Germans built mimicked forms they had seen en-route from the coast: one and one
half stories, open porches across the front, low-pitched roof, and exterior stairs. Texas limestone 
and sandstone supplanted the half-timbering as the German community grew more adept with 
native materials and adapted their construction methods accordingly. It was not until the 1880s 
and 1890s that these Germans in the Texas hill country abandoned stone masonry for Anglo, 
wood-framing technologies. 38 

The evolution of building forms in Texas echoes that seen throughout the South as the 
farmhouse replaced the log cabin and distinctive construction techniques gave way to Anglo
American framing and finishes. Common features to the southern homestead were an 
overhanging roof, front porch, verandah, and two-room plan. German building traditions, 
brought from Europe to Pennsylvania, down through Virginia and into the Carolinas before 
heading westward, differed from the English and Dutch primarily through the use of bracing and 
a lack of studding in the frame. Typically vertical posts were positioned at intervals up to ten feet 
apart; the posts were connected by sill, plate, and an intermediate rail. Braces stiffened the frame, 
but these extended from the sill to the plate. They were not broken and tenoned. Additional 
secondary posts framed out the window openings. The fachwerk walls were clad on the exterior 
or masked with half-timbering. In the east, sometimes bricks were used as in-ill; in Texas, it was 
limestone. Also distinctive was the flooring. Here, girders supported joists but the joists merely 
rested on the bearing beams, perhaps set into place by a shallow rabbit. Ground-floor framing 
also could vary from that used above. The Germanfachwerk was abandoned by the early 
nineteenth century, with Germans turning to Anglo-American carpentry. Some resistance to 

37Terry G. Jordan, German Seed in Texas Soil: Immigrant Farmers in Nineteenth-Century Texas 
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1966), 38-42. See also, Rudolph Biesele, History of German 
Settlements in Texas, 1831-1861 (Austin: Press of van Boeckmann-Jones Co., 1930). 

38Jordon, 166-67. 
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Anglo practice was seen in roof trusses, though that too was subsumed as ideas, styles, and 
techniques were disseminated through the architectural pattern books. 39 

The combination of German building traditions with local materials and conditions, this 
tempering of European sources with the indigenous, produced a vernacular house form 
remarkably persistent over time. Identifying the various expressions depended on height and 
plan, and to a lesser extent, on construction and use. In North Carolina, for example, German 
influence is found in the early structures fashioned by horizontal log construction and in 
particular the notching. In the second half of the eighteenth century, European precedent lent 
itself to houses based on a hall-chamber (or parlor) and built initially by those with British 
heritage. The other major European contribution to the North Carolina folk house was the 
German two-story, three room plan. These houses adapted the North Carolinian preference for 
exterior, end chimneys forgoing the traditional center chimney, demonstrating the process of 
vernacularization. These houses also had wide, front porches and shed additions.40 German 
communities were established in Salem (1753) as well as in the southern and western parts of the 
state throughout the eighteenth century. 

In addition to the mingling of Anglo-American and German building technologies along 
the eastern seaboard in the eighteenth century and up the Gulf into Texas (and elsewhere) in the 
early nineteenth, there was the influence of Acadian settlers reaching from Nova Scotia down the 
Mississippi River into Louisiana. This North American, French form (Acadian) as seen in St. 
Pierre and Miquelon typically enveloped a two-room floor plan in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. The interior walls, however, were not always load bearing so the partitions could be 
added and removed as the occasion warranted. Structurally, the joists ran from front to back and 

39Dell Upton, "Traditional Timber Framing," in Material Culture of the Wooden Age ed., Brooke 
Hindle (Tarrytown: Sleepy Hollow Press, 1981), 24, 75-84; Fred Kniffen and Henry Glassie, "Building 
in Wood: A Time-Place Perspective,"Common Places: Readings in American Vernacular Architecture, 
ed. Dell Upton & John Michael Vlach (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1986) 163. 

4°Doug Swaim, "North Carolina Folk Housing," in Carolina Dwelling: Toward a Preservation of 
Place, in Celebration of the North Carolina Vernacular Landscape, ed. Doug Swaim (Raleigh: North 
Carolina State University, School of Design, 1978): 28-36. Extant examples of the Germanic roof type 
are in Old Salem as well as in Rowan County (Michael Braun House, 1766). See Charles van 
Ravenswaay, Arts and Architecture of German Settlements in Missouri: A Survey of a Vanishing Culture; 
Catherine Bishir, North Carolina Architecture (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press), as well 
as Kenneth R. Le Van's 2004 study of the Pennsylvania German vernacular. (Van Ravenswaay, Bishir & 
Le Van sources referenced on V AF List Serv, November 2006) 
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often placed 3' on center meaning stairs could be framed in any location.41 A few examples of 
from the early eighteenth century survive in New Brunswick; those that do were constructed as 
piece-sur-piece (horizontal logs) or earthfast framing. They were built as standard, rectilinear 
shapes encompassing one or two rooms, covered with gable roofs, and entered by way of a door 
set slightly off-center. Inside, there may have been aloft; outside, there was no gallery.42 

Bousillage also is found along the Acadian-diffusion trajectory; this building methodology met 
the Carribean plans, either the Norman (French) two-room or Spanish three-room, in the 
Mississippi Valley.43 

As the Acadians moved westward to the Great Lakes and then south along the Mississippi 
they continued to use the earthfast or poteaux en terre (posts in the ground) building technology 
wherein the vertical posts were set close together in a trench. The method was improved by 
placing the posts on a sill (poteaux sur sole).44 The Acadian house form has been cited as a 
precursor to the Cajun buildings of southern Louisiana, evolving from the Acadian's arrival in 
the area around 17 65. These earthfast structures were built well into the 1820s; many had only 
dirt interior floors and walls of bousillage. Timber-framing crept upwards from the French in 
New Orleans; this creole house type generally had floor plans of several rooms wide and were 
just one-room deep. They also had galleries. The roof, either a gable or less frequently hipped, 
covered the gallery space as well. Fenestration was characterized by more doors than windows. 
The Acadians/Cajuns adopted the timber-framing technology and employed poteaux sur sole but 
retained the rectangular building footprint, loft, and gable roof. Sills were raised on cypress 
blocks. The walls were made of bousil/age, as before. By the end of the eighteenth century, 
galleries were added to the floor plans, but the construction methods persisted. Acadians 
generally did not build the hipped-roof, raised creole house seen in rural Louisiana. They did, 
however, incorporate galleries - under one single pitch or gable roof - and rear cabinet rooms and 
loggias from the creole from the end of the eighteenth century onward. By the nineteenth century, 
Acadian/Cajun houses predominantly had two-room floor plans. The rooms were of equal size, 
rather than the asymmetrical, French sal/e-chamber or cuisine-chamber plan.45 

41A Field Guide to the Vernacular Architecture of St. Pierre et Miquelon (Harrisburg, PA: 
Vernacular Architecture Forum, 2004). 

42Barry Jean Ancelet, Cajun Country (Jackson: University of Mississippi Press, 1991), 115-36. 

43William Faulkner Rushton, The Cajuns: from Acadia to Louisiana (NY: Farrar Straus Giroux, 
1979); Frederick Law Olmsted, A Journey in the Seaboard Slave States, with Remarks on their Economy 
(NY: Dix & Edwards, 1856), 659. 

44Kniffen and Glassie, 164-65. 

45 Ancelet, 115-36. 
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The appearance of the gallery, here cut back or under the main roof, has been the subject 
of some debate. Roger Kennedy, while not claiming to identify the source of the ubiquitous 
porch, attributed the feature to a house type he called the ''verandah-girt" cottage, a creole type 
found in the Anglo-Dutch trading empire including the West Indies and the mainland. The 
cottages were made of wood and surrounded by a piazza or verandah. Kennedy suggested that the 
porch was a climatic concession, but did not point to a source for the creole cottage itself. The 
creole cottage, with its gallery or verandah, was everywhere by the 1750s and, as Kennedy noted, 
was strongly associated with plantation slavery.46 

By the time of Frederick Law Olmsted's tour of the slave-holding South, and the 
publication of his diaries in the mid-l 850s, he used the term "creole" to refer to structures raised 
off the ground. He most likely meant timber-frame with brick in-fill covered with weatherboards 
or clapboards rather than traditional bousillage or briquette entre poteaux. As did those coming 
up from the Carribean and down from Acadia, the immigrants from Tidewater brought their 
framing patterns and construction experience. This confluence of building traditions filtered into 
nineteenth-century Natchez.47 

According to McAlester and McAlester' s field guide, the creole cottage falls into a 
"national folk type" more specifically, the "massed-plan, side-gabled family''of structures 
allegedly disseminated by French Canadians (Acadian) migrating down the Mississippi. The 
Acadians brought with them a knowledge oflong-span roofing techniques, helpful for the 
construction of side-gable roofs and incorporating floor plans more than one-room deep.48 

However, McAlester and McAlester also attribute the diffusion of this building type to the 
railroad, which enabled the materials and know-how to escape New England. The survival of the 
type likely had something to do with what McAlester and McAlester describe as a flexible 
interior floor plan as well as the light-framing techniques of the nineteenth century that facilitated 
spanning depths of two rooms; in the South, they note that many exhibited full-width shed roofed 
porches.49 The Stietenroth House is somewhat larger, measuring almost 38' square initially plus 
an almost 6' deep front porch, and is taller at a story and a half than the examples included in the 
field guide. 

46Roger G. Kennedy, Architecture, Men, Women and Money in America 1600~1860 (NY: 
Random House, 1985),60-72. 

470lmsted, 659. 

48Virginia McAlester and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (paperbacked, NY: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1994), 99. Fig. 3. 

49McAlester and McAlester, 90, 98. 
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Since they departed before the potato famines, it is not yet known why the Stietenroths 
emigrated. The house raised and standing at 504 South Canal Street resembles those vernacular 
structures seen along the eastern seaboard, along the Mississippi River, and in the Carolinas. It, 
therefore, suggests the Stietenroth's family assimilation into Natchez rather than its retention of 
distinctively German forms. The shared characteristics of the Stietenroth dwelling on Canal 
Street with those folk houses elsewhere make the house valuable not just for the locally well
thought of family that shaped it but also as an example of a broadly understood, widely practiced 
building tradition. While not the high-profile mansions of the moneyed, Natchez elite, wood
:frame, side-gabled cottages like the Stietenroth House littered nineteenth-century Natchez streets. 
They too reflected a familiarity with current architectural trends and a reliance on pattern book 
images, but were local expressions or interpretations of those ideas on a smaller scale. These 
more modest dwellings often were made of wood, as opposed to masonry. Classical forms were 
rendered through rectilinear massing and use of simple geometry. In Natchez, the Greek Revival 
had taken hold at least by the 1830s with the construction of the Agricultural Bank, now Britton 
and Koontz, and so already in full-force by the time of Hannah Stietenroth's arrival in town. The 
1830s, moreover, witnessed a construction boom financed by successful cotton crops and by the 
manipulation of slave-based labor and credit systems.50 

Coinciding with the adoption of the Greek Revival in Natchez, an architectural proclivity 
encouraged by the 1840 tornado that ripped through town, was an economic recovery after the 
Panic of 183 7. Natchez residents recouped their losses. After the tornado forced their hand, they 
rebuilt in the latest style up to the outbreak of the Civil War.51 This rebuilding phase coincided 
with the Stietenroths arrival in Natchez. The new buildings were the columned mansions of the 
very wealthy, plus the modest houses described by some as the classicized creole cottage. Larger 
cottages had the hallmarks of the French creole - raised off the ground and capped by hipped 
roofs - as well as classical elements, namely columns and porticos.52 Not all of the classicized 
cottages retained the hipped roof, however. Acadian-turned-Cajun builders preferred the gable 
roof. 

The gable roof that extended over the gallery or verandah, later the porch, also known as 
the single-pitch umbrella roof type, also appeared in creole cottages. This framing system, 
wherein the principal rafters were mounted on wall plates and, for the outer rafters, onto the 
gallery wall plates and let into or notched over the roof ridge, was identified as a particular type 

50 Ann Beha and Associates, Inc., "Natchez National Historical Park, Historic Resource Study," 
(1996), 35-48. 

51Beha, 38-39. 

52Roger G. Kennedy, Rediscovering America (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1990), 224-
53. 
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(class nn in the Louisiana creole vemacular.53 Creole framing coupled with an Anglo floor plan, 
such as that seen in the Stietenroth House, gave rise to the Anglo-Creole house type popular from 
1840 to 1861 and seen at Mound Plantation on the Trace. The Anglo-Creole form appeared most 
often between Mobile and Louisiana, though some are known to be in Tidewater. The type also 
descended from a housing form seen in New England, though without the gallery or porch. The 
porch was appended to the central structure in the South around 1830. The largest, known 
concentration of these smaller sort of dwellings with full-facade porches is in Clinton, Louisiana, 
a town erected mainly in the 1840s.54 The center-hall plan of the Stietenroth family's dwelling at 
504 South Canal Street lends the structure a more Greek Revival feel, but its full-width front 
porch and gable roof reveal its debt to the Creole, Acadians-Cajun, and Tidewater building 
traditions that overtook the Germanfachwerk. Little of its architecture today speaks to the 
German heritage of its original occupants. 

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement 

1. Architectural character: While overtly vernacular, some described the wood-frame 
Stietenroth House as a "creole cottage" in spite of its symmetrical, five-bay facade and 
central hall floor plan. The center hall typically was an organizing feature associated with 
Anglo housing, not the French creole or even Spanish-influenced architecture.55 A 
cultural term as well as an architectural descriptor, the word "creole" refers to framing 
technologies, imported to Louisiana and Mississippi from Acadia to the north and from 
Tidewater to the east. This technology allowed for a two-room deep span under a side
gable roof. Creole also refers to framing methods diffused outward from Normandy, 
traveling through England to the eastern colonies or to the Carribean before surfacing in 
French and Spanish Louisiana and Mississippi. Creole as an architectural understanding 
also implies a floor plan characterized by multiple points of entry from a porch or 
wraparound gallery and, distinctively, no interior hallway. Creole floor plans can be 
French, a two-room asymmetrical salle-chamber arrangement, or follow the Spanish 
model which places three rooms enfilade. Generally creole houses are raised off the 
ground and roof types were side-gable or hipped. 

53"Louisiana's French Creole Architecture," National Register of Historic Places Multiple 
Property Documentation Form, 1991. 

54Jay Edwards, LSU, to Virginia B. Price, electronic communication, 28 August 2006. See also 
McAlester and McAlester, 191. 

55In Louisiana, the Stietenroth House would be a class ill, Anglo-Creole type as outlined in the 
Multiple Property Listing on the National Register of Historic Places for (French) Creole Architecture. It 
is, however, in Mississippi. 
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The Stietenroth House exhibits some creole architectural features, including the side
gable roof that envelopes the full-width front porch in a continuous span. It also is raised 
off of the ground on brick piers. However, it is more accurately a "galleried cottage" as 
defined or classified by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History. Galleried 
cottages ''typically [have a] full width, undercut gallery with a center hall, double pile 
plan and a single centered entrance."56 The Stietenroth House encompasses all of these 
characteristics. 

2. Condition of fabric: The Stietenroth House is in fair condition, but increasingly in need 
of repair work to its wood parts, including its weatherboards. The floor boards in the 
rooms to either side of the central hall were removed, exposing the joists and the ground 
below. 

B. Description of Exterior 

1. Overall dimensions: The four-room core of the Stietenroth House measures almost 38' 
square; a 5'11" deep front porch extends the full width (38' 7 1/8") of the five-bay house. 
Including the accretions off the back, the overall footprint of the dwelling is 50'1" wide by 
55'5" deep. The house stands one and one-half stories tall.57 

2. Foundations: The house rests on brick masonry piers of various heights to 
accommodate changes in grade. Some concrete piers underpin the rear additions. 

3. Walls: The southeast (front) facade consists of board and batten siding whereas the 
sides and rear, including all faces of the additions, are covered in weatherboards. These 
have been replaced over time so no definitive conclusion about historic changes to the 
fabric can be drawn from the seams. Evidence does suggest, however, that one gable 
window on the southwest elevation was larger, possibly a door, at an earlier date. Circular 
sawn wood and cut nails are typical. 58 Board and batten siding was popularized by 
Andrew Jackson Downing (chiefly through his pattern book Cottage Residences written 
with Alexander Jackson Davis in 1842 that encouraged gothic revival details) in the mid
nineteenth century. 

56Jennifer Baughn, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, to Virginia B. Price, 
electronic communication, 31 August 2006. 

57The Sanborn Maps identify it as one-story, not counting the rooms under the gable as living 
space. 

58The circular saw appeared in Natchez around 1849. Mary W. Miller to Virginia B. Price, July 
2006. 
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4. Structural system, framing: The house is held together by a wood-frame. The first-floor 
joists run southeast to northwest in the original section of the house; upstairs, they run 
southwest to northeast. 

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, porticoes, bulkheads: There are two porches, one across the 
southeast front that is integral to the dwelling and recessed beneath the gable roof and the 
other leads to the northwest (rear) entrance. This last measures 12'4 3/8" wide by 5'1" 
deep and is approached by three steps. It too sits beneath a gable roof, only here the gable 
of the westward creeping addition. Behind the house is a small brick patio and a retaining 
wall that runs the width of the house, wrapping around its west end. 

The front porch columns are replacements. The initial supports likely were square posts 
rather than these chamfered examples.59 This porch is accessible by way of two steps; 
eight concrete steps lead up to the yard from the street and sidewalk level. The handrail 
for this stair is missing. 

6. Chimneys: The house was heated by four fireplaces, two per interior chimney, on the 
first floor. The stacks have been removed, however, so no evidence of them protrudes 
above the ridgeline. 

7. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: There are three exterior doors leading into the house, one at the 
front and two in the rear. The front door, a replacement, is made of wood with two 
vertical panels. It is set inside a rainbow of colored glass in the transom and sidelights. 
Many of the lights are original. Colors include red, yellow, and blue. Advertisements for 
colored glass appear in Natchez as early as the 1840s.60 The rear door, on axis with the 
front door and interior central hall, is also a single door. A French or casement door, it is 
glazed with fifteen lights extending throughout its length. The third portal is a double 
door made of metal that opens into the northwest room. 

b. Windows and shutters: The Stietenroth House displays a myriad of sash windows, 
including one inserted upside down on the second floor of the southwest elevation. The 
front windows, seen from the porch, are glazed with two-over-two lights as are the 
windows of the original first floor rooms. The gable end windows are sash windows, 
possibly double-hung, and typically glazed with six-over-six lights. The rear door is 

59It is difficult to tell as the comparable houses in Natchez also sport new porch columns or the 
mark of other renovations. Here, the stops are too high. Mary W. Miller to Virginia B. Price, July 2006. 

60Regarding colored glass, Mary W. Miller to Virginia B. Price, July 2006. 
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flanked by two stationary windows, each glazed with fifteen lights to mimic that seen in 
the door. The various additions are lit by a pair of windows, glazed two-over-two but of 
much smaller scale than those of the front and sides, on the northeast and northwest 
elevations of the north appendage; by a pair of windows like that seen to the front and 
sides of the house and by a single window glazed with four lights across the northwest 
rear; and by two sash windows on the southwest elevation of the west addition. One sash 
contains six-over-six lights while the other retains only the top sash, glazed with six 
lights. 61 Shutter dogs are present along the front windows, but none of the windows in the 
house currently are shuttered. It is possible the shutters are stored inside the house, along 
with the floor joists and fireplace surrounds. 

8. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: The main roof is a gable running southwest to northeast with a slight 
extension to the rear (about 6') where it abuts the smaller gable covering the remaining 
12'2"ofthe addition at the west comer of the building. This smaller gable also runs 
southwest to northeast. Both gables are covered in standing seam metal. 

b. Cornice, eaves: The open cornice consists merely of an unadorned fascia board and a 
rake along the sloping sides of the gable. There is no ornamental return and the rafter tails 
are visible. 

c. Dormers, cupolas, towers: There are none present. 

C. Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans: Initially built as a central-passage, two-room deep house, the dwelling had 
expanded by the first decade of the twentieth century. By the August 1950 update of the 
1925 Sanborn Map, it had acquired the series of rooms now appended to the northwest 
rear elevation and projecting past the west comer of the original structure. The additions 
possibly represent the enclosure of a loggia-like area, once flanked by additions shown on 
the maps that were positioned in relation to the main core as cabinet rooms were in 
French creole architecture. This interpretation of the appendages to the back of the house 
is strengthened by the presence of double doors beneath a transom light at the terminus of 
the hall, suggesting it was once the door to the exterior. 62 

61In Natchez, sash windows glazed with two-over-two lights appear as early as 1870 though 
generally in Italianate-styled dwellings. Mary W. Miller to Virginia B. Price, July 2006. 

62See Sanborn Map Company, September 1901, sheet 13; Sanborn Map Company, December 
1904, sheet 16; Sanborn Map Company, January 1910, sheet 24; Sanborn Map Company, June 1925, 
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2. Stairways: One, single run stair with an enclosed stringer connects the first and second 
floors of the Stietenroth House. The bulbous balusters are too squat in proportion and 
positioned out of sync with the treads of the staircase to be original, or in their original 
configuration. Normally one or two or three balusters would be aligned with each tread; 
these are anchored to the stringer ledge instead. In contrast, the upstairs railing has 
balusters that are simple, square posts. Similarly the handrail is too bulky for the stair. 
The newel post most probably came from somewhere else, possibly installed during the 
interior decorating business's occupancy but this suspicion was not confirmed. 63 The 
detailing around the door that opens to a beneath-the-stair closet space has Greek Revival 
molding and comer blocks in its architrave. The door surface consists of rippled molding 
running diagonally within the architrave. This, too, is a later embellishment. Inside this 
make-shift closet, the under-side of the stair treads is visible along with some old 
wallpaper, suggesting that the closet was a later feature. 

3. Flooring: The floor boards are missing in the·first floor rooms; otherwise the floors 
consist of wood boards nailed into place, some tongue and groove, wall-to-wall carpet, 
and laminate. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: The interior walls consist of a combination of plaster on lath 
and sheetrock finished with paint and wallpaper in the main house, and pegboard in the 
rear addition. There are traces of wallpaper beneath the stair as well. Ghosts of the 
baseboards are visible in the first floor rooms; upstairs there is a plain baseboard with an 
ovolo curve. The hip-mitered architraves and ogee molding seen on the first floor are 
original to the house's construction. The mantles with the chamfered pilasters are also 
likely contemporary to construction. 

5. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: The interior doors are predominantly paneled. The original doors 
on the first floor were double or paired doors and paneled with a low lock rail. Modified, 
or cut down, versions of these doors are present in the house today opening into the two 
front rooms, rear hall, and north comer room. Single doors open into the two, original 
back rooms, connect the south and west rooms to one another, and link the north room to 
the addition behind it. Upstairs, there are three four-panel doors ·plus a door to the 
bathroom and two for access to the attic rafters. Here, the door surrounds are applied, 

sheet 23; and Sanborn Map Company, June 1925/August 1950, sheet 23. (Library of Congress). 

63Mary W. Miller to Virginia B. Price, regarding the renovations made by the Hootsells, July 
2006. 
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rather than integrated into the wall paneling for example, and are joined by mitered 
comers. 

b. Windows and shutters: There are no overly decorative architraves, and no Greek 
Revival-era architrave with comer blocks original to the house. The closet door does have 
comer blocks and reeding but that was installed sometime later. Each window has a wood 
sill; many have blinds installed for privacy or to create a screen, blocking outside from in 
and inside from out. 

6. Decorative features and trim: The ogee molding is original, however, the cornice 
molding of the hall was added later. It is the most elaborate finish inside the house. 

7. Hardware: The Stietenroth House sports a variety of butt hinges, knobs and locks. The 
locking mechanisms are manufactured by Best and by Eise. 

8. Mechanical equipment: There was electricity and plumbing for the dwelling; HV AC 
remnants are evident in the window air-conditioning unit left in-situ. A floodlight is 
attached to the rear; the light above the back door (on the porch) is missing. 

The Stietenroth House was connected to the sewer lines in the 1904-06 expansion of the 
Natchez Water Works. In December of 1905 William Stietenroth applied for a water 
closet, bathtub, and sink for an address on South Canal Street, presumably his family's 
house. Earlier, in July, the plumber noted Natchez Printing and Stationary Company on 
Main Street, where Charles Stietenroth worked, requested service for one water closet; 
one urinal, and one sink as well as a meter.64 

D. Site 

9. Original furnishings: Although home to a variety of building parts, including stacked
up floor boards, and the odd piece of modem (non-period) furniture, the Stietenroth 
House is devoid of decorative arts dating to the Stietenroth family's ownership. There are 
mid nineteenth-century cast iron fireplace surrounds, but not all of these remain affixed to 
the chimneystacks. The wood mantels stored in the rear hall, heading to the southwest, 
are a mixture of old features and later copies. 65 

64Natchez Water Works, Service Permits/Plumber Reports 1904-06, George W. Armstrong 
Public Library. Charles Stietenroth's business address filed service permit no. 5 in June; William 
Stietenroth applied for the South Canal Street permit at the end of December. It was permit no. 1-07. 
Others on South Canal Street applied for permits for faucets, either located in the kitchen or backyard. 

65Site visit, July 2006. 
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1. Historic landscape design: On the west side of Canal Street, the ground rises up to the 
bluff overlooking the Mississippi River. Here, the houses in the 500 block are set back 
from the street and above the sidewalk to accommodate the uphill shift in grade. A 
concrete retaining wall effectively terraces the front yard, and a series of steps link the 
yard to the street. Presently an un-paved driveway runs close to the northeast side 
elevation and the small brick terrace holds the encroaching nature back from the 
northwest rear and west comer of the house. Now a house standing alone, it was once 
accompanied by several outbuildings as shown on the early twentieth-century maps. 
Beyond the footprint of the domestic complex, no historic landscape design is known to 
exist for the Stietenroth House and environs. 

2. Outbuildings: There are no extant outbuildings on the site. 

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

A. Architectural drawings 

There are no known architectural drawings, beyond those completed by the Historic American 
Buildings Survey in 2000. 

B. Early views 

The Historic Natchez Foundation has copies of several family photographs wherein the house is 
visible in the background. Notably, the colored glass around the front door - reading dark in the 
xerox copy - is particularly distinctive. 

C. Bibliography 

1. Repositories 

Adams County Courthouse. Natchez. MS 

In the courthouse there are records for various transactions relating to the sale, lease, and 
purchase of property as well as the occasional plat map to accompany the deed; for wills; 
and, for the twentieth century, for land taxes. 

George W. Armstrong Public Librruy. Natchez. MS 

The public library has some un-catalogued primary source materials in a secure location 
on-site, as well as some of the city directories. Nineteenth-century and early twentieth
century newspapers are available on microfilm. 
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Here the most valuable sources of information were Ronald W. Miller and Mary W. 
Miller. In addition to the extensive knowledge the Millers have gained, and shared, there 
are some tangible items of interest including clippings and notes donated by family 
members, city directories, and Sanborn maps. The foundation also has a library that 
would be useful to peruse if time had permitted. 

Librazy of Congress. Washington. D.C. 

For primary source material, the Library of Congress has, for example, microfilm copies 
of the Natchez City Directories, up to 1960, as well as various period newspapers from 
New York and Philadelphia and copies of the Sanborn maps. 

Mississippi De_uartment of Archives and History. Jackson. MS 

Here there is a small file on the buildings within the old Fort Rosalie site, most likely 
similar or a copy of that produced during the National Register nomination process. The 
archives and library division also has land tax records for Adams County, but the records 
are incomplete for the late nineteenth century. There are records of the assessments for 
1870 and 1892, but none survive for the intervening years. 

Further search of materials in Jackson could yield more information, such as looking 
through the Dixon and Houghton Day Book, 1858-76, for purchases of supplies by 
Charles Stietenroth. 

University ofMississip,pi. Oxford. MS 

Here reside the papers of the Andrew Brown Company/R.F. Learned Lumber Company. 
Also in the archives are articles, photographs, paper collections, and journals relating to 
Mississippi history and to Natchez in particular. The library also has some microfilm 
copies of local newspapers, including the Natchez Democrat, and copies of state 
documents and reports. 

2. Suggested Bibliography 
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Although deed research was completed to when the property passed into the Stietenroth 
family, further work remains to be done to trace the transfer of the old fort from the French to the 
U.S. government and then into private hands in the first decade of the nineteenth century. Likely 
the fort site was platted, advertised for sale, and purchased by a number of individuals. It is also 
possible the newspaper published various schemes to promote the newly surveyed lots to its 
readership, once the Congressionally mandated, three-week public sale concluded. However, the 
land of the old fort is generally associated with Peter Little and his subsequent construction of 
Rosalie, so it is possible that when Little bought the tract(s) he got it all. South Canal Street, 
moreover, remained enough on the boundaries of town that it was not included in the Sanborn 
mapping endeavors of 1886, 1892, and 1897. 

Additional genealogical research should be conducted, beginning at the City Cemetery 
wherein the mortal remains of the Stietenroths are interred and with the records of Trinity 
Episcopal Church to confirm birth, christening, marriage, and death dates. Church records should 
also elucidate the role William and the younger Charles played in the building or renovation 
campaigns. 

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 

Documentation of the Stietenroth House was undertaken by the Historic American 
Buildings Survey (HABS) program, now within the Heritage Documentation Programs division 
of the National Park Service, at the behest of Natchez National Historical Park. Richard 
O'Connor is the Acting Manager of Heritage Documentation Programs. The project was 
sponsored by Natchez National Historical Park, Kathleen Jenkins, Acting Superintendent. Project 
planning was coordinated by Catherine C. Lavoie, Acting Chief, HABS, by Mark Schara, HABS 
Architect, and by Kathleen Jenkins. Measured drawings were completed by the HABS office in 
2000. Field work for the large format photography was undertaken by James Rosenthal, HABS 
photographer, in July of 2006. 

The author would like to thank Ronald W. Miller and Mary W. Miller, Historic Natchez 
Foundation; Kathleen Jenkins, Natchez National Historical Park; Jennifer Baughn, Mississippi 
Department of Archives and History; Jennifer Ford, Special Collections, University of 
Mississippi at Oxford; Jay Edwards, Louisiana State University; and Kenneth C. Hafertepe, 
Baylor University, for their insights and assistance in the research process, as well as Richard 
O'Connor and Catherine C. Lavoie for their support of my research endeavors. 
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Figure 2. Footprint of the houses constructed on the "Stietenroth Property." Drawing after the 
1925 Sanborn Map. 
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