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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY      HABS No. MO-1222-29 

L0NGVIE¥ FARM WORK: HORSE BARN 

Location:      Part of Longview Farm Work Horse Complex, Longview Road, 3 miles 
vest of Lees Summit Road, Lees Summit, Jackson County, Missouri. 

USGS Lees Summit Quadrangle, UTM Coordinates:  15.373^90.*J3O6090. 

Present Owner:  U.S. Army.  Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District. 

Present Use:   None.  Scheduled for demolition. 

Significance:   The work horse "barn served as the center of operations for the 
actual farming of the land, 750 acres that provided the grain 
needed by the various farm departments. The elaborate design of 
this functional "building reflects the grandeur of Longview Farm 
as a whole. 

PART I.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A.  Physical History: 

1. Date of erection:  Completed in May, 191^* Architect's plans at the 
University of Missouri at Kansas City Library dated January 24, 1913. 

2. Architect:  Henry F. Hoit. 

3. Original and subsequent owners:  See Longview Farm data sheet (MO-1222) 

h.     Builder, etc.:  See Longview Farm data sheet (MO-1222). 

5. Original plan and construction: Architect's plans in the University 
of Missouri at Kansas City Library.  The work horse barn was the 
dominant structure of the five-structure work horse complex, which 
formed a quadrangle surrounding a central green. Although George 
Kessler, landscape architect, was reported to be designing a sunken 
garden In the center of the quadrangle, there is no evidence that 
this plan was executed.  Employees on the farm remember a border 
hedge with canna lilies at each end and a central flagpole. 

On the first floor of the barn, the plan included twenty-six 13' x 12' 
box stalls, large enough to accommodate two horses, and eighteen tie 
stalls.  The upper floor was used primarily for grain storage with 
a tack room, which probably also served as a bunk room, also on the 
second floor. 

A contemporary account, although inaccurate, is enlightening: "The 
work horse group of buildings will consist of a stable for the work 
horses, 260 x ^2 feet in size. When the farm is in operation 250 
head of horses will be used and they will be used-and they~wiil be 
stabled here(?). 
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Four other buildings^ a wagon shed, implement house, blacksmith 
shop and "boarding house for workmen "will, with the big stable, form 
a quadrangle in the center of which will be a sunken garden planned 
by George Kessler, landscape gardener." (Kansas City Star, August 3, 
1913) 

6-  Alterations and additions:  Three large feed bins were added to four 
smaller existing bins in the center of the second-floor loft space 
in the early 1920s.  This resulted in the blockage of two hay chutes 
which led to racks in the first floor stalls.  These stalls appear 
to have been used as storage thereafter, with the floors boxed with 
wodd grating.  This alteration left a visible scar on the rear 
elevation. Windows and doors on •.■the upper level were closed off 
with a stucco patch line remaining.  At an unknown date, two windowed 
stalls in the southeast end were changed to doors, possibly to create 
more storage space for machinery. 

For background information, see Longview Farm History (MO-1222). 

B. Sources of Information: 

See Longview Farm data sheet (MO-1222). 

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Burns 
Historian 
HABS 
Summer, 1978 

# 
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PART H.  ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A,  General Statement: 

1. Architectural character: While the exterior of the Work Horse 
Barn is congruous with the remainder of the farm, the interior 
features exposed, heavy timber construction. 

2. Condition of fabric: Good. 

B.  Description of Exterior: 

1. Over-all dimensions:  The two-and-a-half story structure measures 
260' across its twenty-one "bay front "by h^^C"  deep. 

2. Foundations:  Poured concrete walls and footings.  The inside 
footings are 3'-2n square; the outside footings are 2'-9'r square. 

3. Wall constructions finish, color:  Wood frame covered with cream- 
colored stucco on wire lath. 

h.    Structural system, framing:  Heavy, timber, post and "beam framing 
system. 

5. Chimneys:  One interior stuccoed chimney with tile flue is located 
near the center of the northeast facade. 

6. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors:  In the center of the northeast [front) facade, 
there are double doors at all three levels, At the first level 
these are sliding doors; they have four-light transoms, and 
twelve lights over four panels. At the second and third levels 
the doors open out.  The second-level doors are twelve lights 
over four panels.  The third-floor doors are similar but angled 
to follow the peak of the gable. 

The southwest facade has sliding double doors at the center of 
the first level, similar to those on the northeast facade.  Second- 
and third-level openings have been closed up and stuccoed over. 
There are also seventeen doors along the facade. These have 
three-light transoms, six lights in the upper part of the door, 
and diagonal wood in the lower half. 

The northwest and southeast facades have doors at three levels, 
similar to the northeast facade.  In addition, on the southeast 
facade there are double doors at the first level flanking the 
central one and in the same form.  These doors pivot on a vertical 
pin in the center of each door. 
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b.     Windows:     The windows  in the northeast  facade are double windows 
with six-over-six lights in double hung sashes.     The southwest 
facade has   six-over-six-light windows  next to the doors. 
Second-level windows  on the southeast  facade and first- and 
second-level windows  on the northwest  facade have  eight-over-eight 
lights.     In the center of the southwest facade there is one 
window at the third level with  six-over-six lights.     The dormers 
have fixed nine-light windows. 

8.     Roof: 

a. Shape, covering:  The gable roof is covered with red tiles. At 
the center of the northeast and southwest facades is a cross 
gable. Each gable peak has a hay hood. 

b. Cornice, eaves:  The wide eaves have a plain box cornice. 

c. Dormers, cupolas:  Both the northeast and southwest facades have 
four gable dormers.  There are three cupolas along the roof 
ridge.  The central cupola, which is the largest, is octagonal 
with round-arched louvers and brackets at the eaves.  The other 
two are four-sided with louvers and a hip roof. 

C. Description of Interior: 

1. Floor plans: 

a. Basement:  There is a partial basement, about 37' x 13' , just 
south of center, which contains machinery for the grain delivery 
system. 

b. First floor:  In the center of the structure is an open area 
with general-use rooms opening off of it.  To the east is a 
wash area, to the south a feed room, and to the north a 
harness room. The rest of the floor has an aisle running 
from the southeast to the northwest, through.the open 
central area. Box stalls, each measuring ll1-10" by 13'-9"> 
line the aisle, except for the northeast side of the 
northwest wing which has tie stalls, each measuring 5'-9" 
by 9*-3".  There is a total of twenty-six box stalls and eighteen 
tie stalls. 

c. Second floor (loft):  Most of this floor is open with hay chutes 
along the exterior walls.  Hear the center of the structure is 
a large square opening to the first floor.  North of this is a 
tack room.  Southwest and southeast of the opening are three feed 
bins. 

2. Stairways:  A straight-run wood stairway is located near the center 
of the structure. 



LONGVIEW FARM WORK HORSE BARN 
HABS No. MO-1222-29 (Page 5) 

3. Flooring:  The flooring of the first floor is vood "blocks in the 
center aisle, dirt in the box stalls, vood planks in the tie stalls, 
and concrete in the wash area and tack room.  The second floor has 
wood floors.  The "basement has concrete floors. 

h.    Wall and ceiling finish:  The first-floor vails are vertical 
vood plank. The second-floor vails have exposed studs on top of 
diagonal vood vails. The "basement vails are concrete. There is 
no ceiling finish. 

5. Doorvays and doors:  The doors to the "box stalls have square vood 
bars in the upper half and a vertical-planked panel in the lover 
half. 

6. Mechanical equipment:  The grain mixing, grinding and delivery 
systems are still located on all three floors. 

D.  Site: 

The Work Horse Barn occupies the focal point of the Work Horse 
Complex. Situated at the end of a quadrangle, the barn dominates 
the complex. 

Prepared by Alison K. Hoagland 
Historian 
Historic American Buildings Survey 
September, 1979 
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PART III.  PROJECT INFORMATION 

The Long-view Farm Survey was undertaken in 1978 by the Historic American Buildings 
Survey (HABS) in cooperation with the Kansas City District of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers in compliance with Executive Order 11593 as a mitigative effort in 
the construction of the Longview Dam and Reservoir. Under the direction of John 
Poppeliers, Chief of HABS, and Kenneth L. Anderson, Principal Architect, the 
documentation was prepared on site "by Project Supervisor Bethanie Grashof (HABS 
Office); Historian Kathryn A. Burns (George Washington University); Foreman Darl 
Rastorfer (University of Pennsylvania); and student architects Kimberly I. Merkel 
(University of Virginia), Leonida Cuhellis (Syracuse University), Jeffrey M. 
Laufer (Temple University), Barney H. Silver (University of Wisconsin at Milwaukee), 
and Douglas R. Taylor (Auburn University). Work on the drawings was continued 
in the HABS office by Ms. Grashof and Peter Darlow (McGill University), and 
completed by Mr. Taylor in 1979-  The data was edited in the HABS office in 1979 
by Alison K. Hoagland (George Washington University). 
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