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Location: 

Dates of 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
PARKSIDE HOMES AND ADDITION, 

WW II Era Building Type 3 

Bounded by Connor Avenue, Frankfort Road, 
and Zachariah Chandler Park, 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 

Construction: 1940-1941 

Architects: Parkside Architectural Associates (Edward A. 
Schilling, C. William Palmer, and Clair W. 
Ditchy) 

Builder: O.W. Burke Company of Detroit; Bryant and 
Detwiler Company of Detroit 

Present 
Owner: City of Detroit Housing Department 

2211 Orleans Street 
Detroit, MI 48207 

Present Use: Residential, primarily vacant 

Significance: The most common building type found in 
the Parkside Addition is a combination 
of row houses and flats in a single 
building. Excluding eight buildings 
considered a distinct type because 
they had three-story segments and thirteen 
because they house flats only, thirty­
four of the fifty-five buildings in the 
Parkside Addition are of this type. 

Historian: Charles K. Hyde, Wayne State University, 
Detroit, Michigan 48202, July 1996. 
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The 34 buildings of Parkside Addition that contain a 
combination of row houses and flats cannot be described in 
anything but general terms because of the wide variety in 
building sizes and configurations. There are four different 
sizes of flats and two sizes of row houses and these are 
combined in dozens of permutations. 

All the buildings are two-story structures with basements and 
share a common width of 25 feet 9.50 inches, but those are 
about their only common features. They range in size from 
Building 111 (43 feet 10.25 inches long), with three dwelling 
units and a total of 13 rooms to Building 311, which has 11 
dwelling units, 47 rooms, and is 203 feet 6.50 inches long. 
These "mixed use" buildings typically have either one or two 
pair of flats at the ends and then row house units in the 
middle. 

Of the 34 buildings described in this section, 15 have brick 
exteriors and 19 are sheathed in stucco. Roughly half have 
retained their original flat roofs, while the rest have 
gabled roofs. Both roof types have overhanging eaves. There 
is no direct correspondence between the roof types and the 
exterior finish of buildings - brick-clad buildings have both 
roof styles, as do stucco buildings. The brown brick 
buildings use the common bond pattern. Both stucco and brick 
structures have a single header course of bricks which 
encircle the building above the second-story windows. The 
buildings finished in stucco have door casings finished in 
brick. 

Despite all the alleged efforts to introduce architectural 
variety into the Parkside Addition, the buildings remain 
depressingly similar in appearance. They are all two-story 
rectangular structures with virtually identical steel 
casement windows, limestone lintels and sills, and sheet 
metal awnings, where they have survived. 
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