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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
CHIITENDEN NURSERY EXTRACTORY HABS No. MI-407 

1070 Nursery Rd., Wellston vicinity, Manistee County, 
Michigan 

USGS Wellston, Michigan Quadrangle 
Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates: 
Zone: 16. Easting: 584720.92 

Northing: 4896646. 75 

Served as seed extractory and processing plant for Chittenden 
Nursery from 1936 to 1973. The Extractory is a unique 
representation of depression era architecture specifical1y designed 
for forest seedling production during reclamation activities of the 
USDA Forest Service, Manistee Purchase Unit and subsequent 
Manistee National Forest. Reclamation activities had a notable 
influence on the historic development of local communities by 
developing work centers and providing jobs, creating an 
environment suitable for settlement, and attracting attention to and 
interest in northwest lower Michigan. 

The Extractory is also significant through it's direct association 
with the politics and legislative events of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's New Deal. Specifically associated with the CCC, the 
Extractory represents the agency created to put unemployed young 
men to work reclaiming the developing nation's natural resources, 
and illustrates significant contributions to relief and reform. 

The Extractory is a two story, wood frame structure located on a 
l 6° north slope within the Chittenden Historic District, Manistee 
County, Michigan. The building is one of thirteen (13) 
contributing structures within the historic district. 

Overall shape is generally square, with a medium pitch gable roof. 
Gables east and west facades. North and south elevations measure 
9.73 meters (31.9 feet); east and west elevations 8.15 meters (26.7 
feet). 

Lower Level. The lower story is partially excavated into the 
natural ground slope. Walls and floor are poured cement. Lower 
story exterior is uncovered and contains no unique features. 
Interior is divided into three rooms (see plan view A) with a stair 
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to the upper level along the west interior wall. Interior walls and 
floor are poured cement. One exception is the wall between the 
northeast and southeast rooms which is constructed of glazed 
brick. The southeast room is entirely poured cement, including the 
ceiling. Doors to this room have been covered with sheet metal. 
Ceiling in the other two rooms is open 2x8 (actual) floor joists on 
12 inch center. 

One exterior entrance is located in the north elevation, right. 
Three single tilt windows, 9 lights, are also located within this 
lower level facade. A single 9-pane tilt window is located in the 
east elevation, off center left; and two similar windows are within 
the south elevation, off center right and left. One bank of 
windows containing two 9-pane windows over three single pane 
lights is located off center left in the west facade lower level. 

Lower level exterior entrance is a solid face frame door with 
opposing diagonal battens for the two panels (see photograph #6). 
A gable cover is constructed over the entrance exterior. 

One brick chimney is located on the south elevation exterior, off 
center right. A cleanout is located on the interior wall, southeast 
room 

Upper Level. The upper level is standard frame construction with 
horizontal clapboard exterior siding. Roof is medium slope, 
rafters projecting, verges plain. Eight double hung windows, 12 
lights each, are located on this story (see plan view B). 

The original entrance was a sliding 1.65 meter (5.4 foot) door; 
south facade, center. This entrance was changed in the l 970's to a 
standard 36 inch hollow core metal door. The remaining opening 
was sealed with exterior plywood. 

Upper level interior is a single room Walls are lathe & plaster 
above 3 ft. high wainscoting. Counters, including sink and 
cabinets below, are located along the north and west interior walls. 
These features may have been added in the 1970's by YCC (Youth 
Conservation Corps) labor. 

An attic is located above the upper level. Entrance is through a 3 
ft. square opening in the west edge of the existing plaster ceiling. 
Attic is unfinished; open to rafters and sheathing. 
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The Extractory was constructed by CCC or WPA labor in 1936, 
following standard plan no. B-54. The building served as the main 
seed extraction and drying structure for Chittenden Nursery from 
1936 to 1967. Construction of the stock processing plant in 1967 

effectively made the facilities within the Extractory obsolete. 

The first floor of the Extractory was one room, and housed the kiln 
for drying cones. The lower level was three rooms; a boiler room, 
an extracting room, and a storage room for the dry cones. 

In the late 197 O's the interior upper floor of the structure was 
modified for use as an office and first aid room A suspended 
ceiling, wainscot paneling, and counters were added to the 
structure interior. In addition, the front entrance (south elevation) 
was changed from a wide opening capable of allowing access by 
carts and trays, to a standard 36 inch exterior entrance. Additional 
exterior modification consists solely of a change from the original 
shake roof to green asphalt shingles. Appearance of the basement 
interior structure remained essentially unchanged. 

The basic floorplan of the Extractory is currently identical to the 
original plans of 1936. Equipment has been removed from the 
basement, leaving the hoods, piping, radiators, plumbing system, 
and construction details to indicate original purpose and function 
of the building. 

The Extractory was determined Eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places as part of the Chittenden Nursery 
historic district in 1994. The district is currently under special use 
permit to the Manistee Intermediate School District (ISD) until the 
year 2011 for use as an environmental education center. The 
district is currently known as the "Chittenden Education Center." 

Plans for the Extractory involve adaptation of the building interior 
to current or expected use, including division of the upper level 
into three rooms for housing counselors and education center 
personnel, and development of a geologic lab with vacuum hood 
and chemical storage in the basement. Construction of an 
additional exterior entrance for emergency egress from the 
laboratory is required by OSHA. 
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USDA Forest Service. Request for Determination of Eligibility: 
Chittenden Nursery, Chittenden Extension Nursery, Wellston 
Work Center. December 1993. 

USDA Forest Service. Chittenden Nursery: Draft Management 
Plan. March 1994. 

Richard Martinson 
USDA Forest Service; Huron-Manistee National Forests 
March 29, 1994 
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Plan view A 
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