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ARIO P. PLATT HOUSE 
(Frank C. Pingree House) 

HABS No . MI - 390 

110 Eliot Street (formerly 58 Eliot Street} 
Detroit 
Wayne County 
Michigan 

U.S.G.S. Detroit, Michigan Quadrangle 
UTM: 17.330710.4690140 

American National Red Cross. 
Southeastern Michigan Region, 
American Red Cross Blood Services 
100 Mack Avenue 
P.O. Box 33351 
Detroit, Michigan 48232-5351 

Occupant : None 

Present Use: Vacant Residence 

Significance: Constructed in 1888, the Ario P. Platt House 
was one of hundreds of homes built during 
the 1870s and 1880s in Detroit's fashionable 
Brush Park district, also known as Piety Hill. 
Ario P. Platt, the first owner, was a 
substantial Detroit businessman involved in 
the retail grocery trade in 1867-1872 and in 
the timber and lumber trade in 1873-1897. 
Frank C. Pingree and his widow occupied the 
house between 1898 and 1926. He was the 
younger brother of Hazen S. Pingree, a 
Detroit shoe manufacturer who was Mayor of 
Detroit and Governor of Michigan. F:i:-ank C. 
Pingree served as president of Detroit's 
largest shoe manufacturing f ii:m, the 
Pingree Company, in 1902-1910. The arc.hitect 
is not known and the house is an eclectic 
blend of late-nineteenth century architectural 
styles, primarily Queen Anne and Romanesque. 
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History: 

1. Date of Erection: 1888. Building permit No. 869 
issued on 8 .June 1888 to Martin Scholl and Sons, for a 
three-story brick dwelling, valuation of $16,000, to 
be built at 58 Eliot. 

2. Architect: Not Known. 

3. Original and subsequent owners: The following is an 
incomplete chain of title to the land on which the 
structure stands, which is Lot 20 of the Brush Park 
Subdivision. Reference is to the Tract Books in the 
Clerk's Off ice of tJ1e County of Wayne, Michigan. 

1884 

1890 

1895 

1907 

1910 

1938 

Plat, 9 May 1884, recorded in Liber 8, p. 1·:> 
Elizabeth C. Brush et al, Trustees of the 
estate of fa.1mund A. Brush, to The Public. 

Trustee Deed, 15 May 1890, recorded in Liber 
346, p. 479. 
Elizabeth C. Brush et al Trustees 1...1f tJ1e estate 
of E1...1mtmd A. Brush. deceased, to Sybil C. 
Platt. 

Warranty Deed, 26 .January 1895, recorded in 
Liber 483, p. 336. 
Sybil C. Platt to Russell A. Alger. 

Executor Deed and Quit Claim Deed, 6 August 
1907, recorded in Liber 682, pp. 602 and 614. 
Annette H. Alger et al, Executors of Last Will 
of Russell A. Alger, deceased, to Frank C. 
Pingree. 

Warranty Deed, 8 April 1910, recorded in Liber 
7 8 6' p. 2(i.4. 
Everett W. Pingree and Roy E. Pingree to Kate 
L. Pingree. 

Quit Claim Deed, 20 June 1938, recorded in 
Liber 5034, p. 617. 
Trustees of the Estate of Kathryn L. Pingree, 
deceased, to Everett W. Pingree. 
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A. Physical History {continued): 

3. Original and subsequent owners (continued.): 

1952 

1978 

1979 

1979 

Civil Deed, 27 May 1952, recorded in Liber 
11885, p. 18. 
Sisters of St. Joseph of tJ1e Diocese of London 
in Ontario, to Nathan Stolman. 

Quit Claim Deed, 30 .May 1978, recorded in Liber 
20151, p. 906. 
Nathan Stolman and his wife, Estelle Stollman, 
to MCM Family Greeting, Inc. 

Warranty Deed, 26 April 1979, recorded in Liber 
20492, p. 368. 
MCM Family Greeting, Inc., to Arel Corporation. 

Quit Claim Deed, 3 May 1979, recorded in Liber 
20497, p. 674. 
Arel Corporation to the American National Red 
Cross 

4. Builders, suppliers: 

a. Builder; Martin Scholl and Sons, listed as a 
firm or as individuals in tJ1e Detroit City 
Directories from 1872 through the early 1890s. 
Martin Scholl had two sons regularly involved in 
the building trades, Leonard and Martin, .Jr. 
They were variously listed in the City Directories 
as carpenters, masons, contractors, and builders. 

5. Original plans and construction: No original plans or 
drawings have been found. A line drawing of the north 
and west facades of the house appeared in Charles 
Moore, Detroit As She Is (1889) shortly after the 
house was finished.. The original building permit 
valued the house at $16,000. 
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6. Alterations and additions: The first substantial 
alteration dated from 1916, when the house was 
converted from single-family to a two-family dwelling 
and a rear porch was added on the southeast coIT1er of 
the house (City of Detroit Building Permit 2360-A, 
issued on 13 September 1916). The precise nature of 
the alterations to convert the house into a two-family 
dwelling are not known, in part because these were 
obliterated by subsequent alterations. The addition 
of a second kitchen on the second floor almost 
cei-tainly took place at that time. 

This two-family residence became a rooming house in 
1927 and must have been altered at that time, although 
the owners did not receive a building permit from the 
City of Detroit for the alterations. It is likely 
that the current f loorplan of the house was created 
then, including the addition of at least three of the 
seven bathrooms in the house at the present time. 

The house now has three chimneys, but originally had 
a fourth to serve two fireplaces located in the center 
of the residence. There may have been additional 
fireplaces or wood-burning stoves on the first and 
second floors at the rear of the house, served by the 
rear chimney, which at a later point in time provided 
ventilation for a central heating boiler in the 
basement. It is unlikely that this house had a 
central heating system installed when built in 1888. 
The installation of a central heating plant and the 
removal of the center chimney probably took place at 
the same time, most likely in 1916. 

The second recorded alteration took place in 1947, 
when the owner, Nathan Stolman, enclosed the cellar 
stairs with fire-resistant partitions, equipped with 
metal fire doors. (City of Detroit Building Pei.'"Tnit No. 
45432, issued on 27 May 1947). 
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This residence is located at tJ1e nortJ1ern portion of what 
is commonly known as the "Brush Park District" of Detroit. 
The district is bounded by Mack Avenue on the north. 
Woodward A venue on tJ1e west. the Fisher Freeway ( I - 7 5 ) , 
and Beaubien Street on the east. In tJ1e late eighteentJ1 
century, the Brush family controlled a long. narrow 
property ext.ending some three miles north from the Detroit 
River. Edwin Askin Brush gradually sold parts of the 
Brush Farm for residential development starting in the 
1850s. He sold only large, expensive lots in the blocks 
immediately east of Woodward, guaranteeing that only the 
wealthy-would locate there. Eliot Street, named aft.er one 
of Edwin Brush's sons, opened in 1871, but most of houses 
in this area were built between 1885 and 1900. 

This house was built for Ario Pardee Platt, a successful 
Detroit. merchant engaged in grocery and lumber retailing. 
He was listed in City Directories as A. Pardee Platt, 
Ariel P. Platt, and finally, as Ario P. Platt. He was 
engaged in the grocery trade in 1867-1872, but then was 
listed in the Directories as a ltunber or timber dealer in 
1872-1897. The the Detroit City Directory showed him 
first occupying this house in 1889. Platt lived in tJ1is 
house through 1897, when he probably left Detroit. 

Frank C. Pingree (18LJ.8-1910) and his family occupied tJ1is 
house from 1898 until his death in 1910. His widow, 
Kathryn (Kate) L. Pingree ( 18LJ.8-1930), lived in tJ1e house 
from 1910 through 1926, but from 1917 on, she shared the 
house with another widow, May C. Standart (1833-1925). 
Frank C. Pingree came to Detroit in 1868 to work for his 
brother Hazen's shoe manufacturing firm of Pingree and 
Smith. Frank Pingree became a junior partJ1er in the firm 
in 1882 and by the mid-1880s ran the manufacturing 
operations. When Hazen S. Pingree (1840-1901) served as 
Mayor of Detroit (1890-1897) and as Governor of Michigan 
(1897-1901), Frank C. Pingree directed the family 
business. Following his brother's death, Frank C. Pingree 
was president of the Pingree Company until 1910. 
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Kathryn L. Pingree shared the house with May C. Stand.art, 
whose husband, Joseph G. Stand.art (183/t-1912), was the 
founder of the Standart Brothers Hardware Company, 
Detroit's largest hardware manufacturer at the sta:rt of 
the twentieth century. The Standart family home was at 83 
Edmund Place, also in Brush Park. By sharing this house, 
the two widows presumably could keep the independent life 
styles they had previously enjoyed. The death of May 
Standart in October 1925 probably forced Kathryn Pingree 
to move out of the house. 

From 1926/1927 on, the building served as a rooming house, 
under various proprietors. Martin F. Andes had the 
longest tenure, from 1930 through the Second World War. 
Only six City Directories covering this area were produced 
between 195lt and 197/t, but all showed the building serving 
as a rooming house, with no tenants individually listed. 
The Prosecuting Attorney for Wayne County was granted an 
injunction in September 1956 to close the house for a year 
to abate an unnamed "nuisance," probably prostitution. 

The Platt House serves as a good example of the evolution 
of Brush Park over time. It remained one of Detroit's 
more fashionable residential areas for the wealthy 
throughout the last quarter of the nineteenth century. In 
the early 1900s, the original residents and their children 
moved into newer upper class areas. Brush Park then 
served as a major center of Jewish settlement in Detroit 
in the 1910s and early 1920s. The area became more 
densely populated in the 1920s with the addition of dozens 
of apartment buildings and the conversion of many single
f amily residences into apartments and rooming houses. 
This process continued through the Second World War and by 
the 1950s, the district was filled with rooming houses 
serving transients and went into serious decline. 
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1. Architectural Character: The structure reflects an 
eclectic blend of late-nineteenth century 
architectural styles. The most prominent are the 
Queen Anne and Romanesque. The Queen Anne style can 
be seen in the ornamented treatment given to the 
eastern, northern, and western facades. There are 
also strong Romanesque elements, as in the heavy post.
and-lintel construction for the porches (together with 
cushion capitals}, as well as a bit of blind arcading 
on the western facade. On the eastern facade, the 
pairing of two windows with rounded arches hints of 
the Italianate style. 

2. Condit.ion of fabric: The roof, exterior walls, and 
even most windows above the first story are in 
relatively good condition. However, on the front 
facade part of the pediment, and the roof below it. 
have sustained damage; the roofs over both the front 
and rear porches have collapsed; above the front 
porch, and over the second-story window, the outer 
layer of bricks has separated from the wall; and the 
masonry support for the floor of the rear-entry i.:11:1rch 
has deteriorated. On the other hand, practically all 
the architectural ornamentation on the exterior 
facades of the building has remained intact. Almost 
nothing of the original interior fabric has survived 
intact due to extensive remodel lings 1.)ver the years, 
severe water damage, theft of decorative woodwork, 
removal of original lighting and ph.unl::iing fixtures, 
and vandalism. 
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1. Overall dimensions: This two and one-half story, 
rectangular-shaped, building is 4-3' x 65' in overall 
size. The building has a full-size basement. The 
front (north) facade features a protruding bay section 
that begins at ground level and continues into the 
pediment of the gable end. The front facade is 
asymmetrical in appearance, primarily due to the off
centered location of the bay section and to the 
placement of the front porch and entrance at the 
northwest corner of the building. 

2. Foundation: The foundation is made of stone. 

3. Walls: Exterior walls mainly consist of two layers of 
reddish-colored common brick. In most places bricks 
are laid out in stretcher courses. But bricks also 
are used ornamentally over the eastern, northern, and 
western facades. For example, brick courses above the 
second story and at the roof line encompass the 
structure. Vertical rows of brick also appear over 
many of the basement-level and second story windows. 
Rounded arches made of bricks top three second-stc.rry 
windows on the eastern facade. On the weste.rn facade, 
just above the second story, bricks have been used to 
create blind arcading. Without doubt the most 
elaborate brickwork (in vertical, horizontal, and 
diagonal patterns) is found in the tympanums on each 
of the three gable ends, as well as on the two 
chimneys at the front end of the stI1.icture. A second 
material used on the exterior walls is red 
.Jacobsville sandstone. Two courses of sandstone, 
which also function as lintels and sills for the 
first-story windows, surround most of the length of 
the building. The same material is used on the window 
sills of the second story, as lintels on the dormer 
windows, and as lintels and sills on the windows in 
the tympanums. 
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B. Description of Exterior (Continued): 

4:. Structural systems, framing: Exterior walls are 
brick, load-bearing. The roofs are. supported by a 
simple system of multiple rafters supporting 
ridgepoles. 

5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads: The front 
entrance porch, one story in height, is located at the 
northwest corner of tJ1e building. The porch floor. 
which is made of stone, begins five steps above grade. 
The front end of the porch is covered by a roof, now 
partially-collapsed; tbe inner part of tbe porch is 
located beneath the actual structure of the building. 
Two large openings on the western side of the 
structure admit light and air into the porch area. 
Four thick, rectangular, coltunns made of brick give 
support to the porch roof. Each of the ct.:·11 tunns is 
topped by a cushion capital, made of stone, and 
featuring dentils, stylized leafs, beads, and 
mascaron. A second or rear entrance porch is located 
toward the southeast part of the building, and it is 
partially supported by a single plain brick coltmm. 
Wooden brackets at tbe roof line of tbe rear porch 
provide modest decoration. The structure also has a 
balcony at the base of the pediment of the gable end 
on the front facade. The stone balustrade is 
supported by five short coltunns made of brick. Two of 
the openings in tbe balustrade still have the original 
wrought iron grillwork. 

6. Chimneys: the building has a total of three brick 
chinmeys. Two, which are rectangular in shape and 
feature decorative fluting, are located toward the 
front of the building. The third, located at the rear 
of the structure, is considerably smaller, but has tbe 
same shape and decorative features. 
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B. Description of Exterior (Continued): 

7. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: The building has two doorways, 
the main entrance at t11e northwest corner. and a 
rear or side entrance on the southeast. The doors 
themselves are m:-it original to the structure; tJ1ey 
are made of wc11.::1d and are plain in appearance. 

b. Windows and shutters: Wind1.::1ws appear on all 
facades. Those at the basement level and first 
story have been covered up with plywood. Most 
windows above the basement. level, including the 
dormers, are of t11e standard double-hung sash 
type. Without doubt tJ1e most complex window 
system appears in the middle of tJ1e western 
facade. The function of the system. with windows 
of varying sizes, is to admit light into the 
interior stairwell. The entire system is 
surrounded by a large wooden frame which protrudes 
several inches from the brick facade and is 
supported by two pairs of stone brackets. Wooden 
carvings, including festoons, are contained in the 
rectangular spaces located at the top and bottom of 
the frame. 

a. Shape, covering: The roof is cross-gabled over 
most of the structure, and it has a moderate pitch 
of some forty-eight degrees. Toward tJ1e rear of 
the structure, however, the roof is hip-shaped. 
All parts of the roof are covered with grey slate. 

b. Cornice, eaves: A gutter system, wi t11 a couple of 
downspouts per facade, extends around the entire 
building at the junction of the roof and wall. 

c. Dc>i ... rne1""s, cupolas, t.c>wei ... s: The east.er11, n1.)rt.he1 ... 11,. 
and western facades each have a dormer with a 
hipped-shaped roof crowned with a finial. There 
are two windows per dormer on botJ1 the eastern 
and northern facades, but only one for the western 
dormer. 
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C. Description of Interior (Continued): 

1. Floor Plans: see sketch plans. 

2. Stairways: There are two stairways, c1ne at tt1e west 
side of the house, near the front door, which served 
as the main stairway and a second one at the southeast 
corner of the house. The latter probably was used by 
the household servants. All the stairways have 
landings. No railings or decorative elements have 
survived. 

3. Flooring: The original oak floors seem largely intact., 
but are covered wi tJ1 linoleum, tile squares, and 
carpeting. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Walls and ceilings are of 
standard lath and plaster design. The first floor 
public rooms appear to have had four-foot wooden 
wainscoting, no longer extant. 

5. Openings: 

a. Doorways and doors: Interior d1.:-iors are not 
original, but a mixture of met.al and hollow 
wooden designs. 

6. Mechanical Equipment: The central heating plant, 
pr(·1bably a steam boiler, is nt.:·1t extant. N1.:1ne of 
the st.earn radiators have survived and all of the 
bathroom fixtures and plttrnbing have been removed. 

D. Site: 

1. General Setting and orient.at.ion: The Ario P. Platt 
house stands on the southwest corner of Eliot Street 
and John R. Street, with the principal facade facing 
northwest. In the block of Eliot bet.ween Woodward 
Avenue and .John R, only two other historic residences 
are still standing and only one of those is occupied. 
Vacant lots are the primary feature on this and 
several adjacent blocks in the area. Historic houses 
on Eliot. in the blocks further to the east have 
survived in much larger numbers and although in 
deteriorated condition, are st.ill occupied. 
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A. Architectural drawings: None have been found. 

B. Historic views: None have been located. 
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PART III: SOURCES OF INFORMATION (Continued) 

C. Bibliography 

2. Secondary and published sources 

Moore, Charles. Detroit As She Is. Detroit: Mabley & 
Company, 1889. 

Polk, Ralph L. and Company. Detroit City Directories. 
Detroit: R.L. Polk. and Company, 1885-197q.. 

Sanborn Map and Publishing Company. Insurance MaPs of 
Detroit, Michigan. New York: Sanborn Map and 
Publishing Company, 1897, 1921, 1921-61, and 1979. 

Weeks, J.W. and Company. Detroit City Directories. 
Detroit: J.W. Weeks and Company, 1873-188LJ.. 

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 
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Council on Historic Preservation as a mitigative measure 
prior to t11e demolition of t11e building. The American 
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facility for blood testing on the site of this building, 
necessitating demolition. 
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