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S8 MONRQE AVENVUE (Commercial Buildina) HABS No. MI-325

Location:

Significance!

Descraption:

History:

Sourceea:

Historian:

58 Monroce. Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan

USGS Detroit, Michigan Quadrangile
UTM: 17.3314350.,4688540

This building contributes to the last intact
pra-Civil War commercial block in Detroit.

The structure is a four-story (plue basement?
commercial building conetructed in brick maeonry
in 18532. It meeeurea 20° in width end 100° deep
on the firet three etoriee, but only about 757
deep on the fourth story. Ita design ie similar
to the building at 52-54 Monroe. The
fenestration on the eecond through fourth
atories consists of three rectanguier, one-
over-~-one windowe per etory. Each window hes &
caat-iron elll and a lintel feeturing urn and
scroll motife. The widely-overhanging cornice,
its brackete, end cornice ornamentetion were _
removed in 1958 (City of Detroit Building Permit
No. 149615.

Hirem R. Johngon (1825-1894), & prominent
Detreit busineeeman. bought the real eatate
where this building stands in 1852 and erected e
geriee of commercial buildinge known as the
Johnson Block. The erchitect is unknown. The
first floor commercial spece haa typicelly hed
only one tenant. Francis Petz & Compenvy.
Jeweaelere, occupied this speca from et leeet

1888 through 1307, followed by the Pittsburgh
Dairy Lunch (1908-1920), several clothing storee
from 1921 through 1932, and a pawnbroker for the
reat of the 1930Ca. Severel jewelry satores ueed
the first floor in the 19508 end 1960s. The
upper floor tenante cennot be identified.

Fred Carlisle, Chronoiogy of Notseble Events in
the History of the Northwest Territory end Wavyne
County (Detroit, 1890): Detroit City
birectoriea, 1888-1974: Silae Farmer, Hietory
of Detroit and Weyne County end Early Michigan
(Detroit. 18903; and Monroe Avenue Historic
District Nomination Form, National Register of
Historic Places, November 7, 1974,

Charies K. Hyde, Depertment of History, Wayne
Stete Univereity, Detroit, Michigen
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