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HANCOCK’S RESOLUTION 
HABS No. MD-1258 

 
Location: 2795 Bayside Beach Road, Pasadena, Anne Arundel County, Maryland. The 

center point of the main block of the house is located at latitude: 39.135222, 
longitude: -76.447071. The coordinate was obtained in November 2021 using 
Google Earth (WGS84); there is no restriction to the public for its use. 

 
Significance: Hancock’s Resolution is a rare surviving example of a late-eighteenth century 

dwelling of a middling tobacco farmer, built in the Chesapeake tradition to 
embrace a one-and-a-half story, gambrel-roof configuration. While containing 
only a single first-floor room, the house was finely built of random ashlar 
ironstone enlivened with galleting. Built by Stephan Hancock on his 400-acre 
tobacco farm, Hancock’s Resolution remained in the family for nearly two 
centuries. In recognition of its architectural significance and intact condition 
(including the lack of electricity and indoor plumbing), it was deeded to Historic 
Annapolis in 1963, following the death of its last inhabitant. The property 
includes a ca. 1855 kitchen building, joined to the main block by a narrow 
hyphen, and a smoke house built of stone laid in a pattern that matches that of the 
house. 
 

Description: The main block of the house was built of native ironstone, measuring 24’ 
x 22’ and one-and-a-half stories in height, with a gambrel roof, brick end 
chimney, and stone cellar. The ironstone, a form of sandstone, is roughly coursed 
with galleting laid within the mortar joints. The east front façade is three bays 
across with a center entrance and flanking six-over-six-light sash windows and is 
covered by a shed-roof porch, while the west rear includes a corresponding center 
doorway and a single window to the south side. The south gable end contains only 
a single, small, four-light casement window on the upper story that lights the 
stairway. Two, four-over-four-light casement-window shed dormers light the half 
story, to both the front and rear. To the north, a separate, frame, board-and-batten 
kitchen building was erected adjacent to the house ca.1855, joined by a narrow 
frame hyphen ca.1900. Attached to the north end of the kitchen is a small frame 
summer kitchen with a dirt floor. 
 
The first floor is comprised of a single room that includes a large fireplace with 
paneled wall and doorways to a boxed winder stairway and to a closet with a trap 
door and ladder stair to the cellar. The walls are plaster over split lath, with 
baseboard and chair rail. The moldings are of the Federal period, including the 
mantel that boasts a crosseted surround and frieze panel. An enclosed winder 
stairway, lit by the small casement window, leads to the second floor that likely 
originated as two chambers. The larger of the two ran the depth of the southern 
side and was heated by a fireplace. The adjoining chamber was later partitioned 
into two. 
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The one-and-a-half story frame addition served as a kitchen with a large fireplace 
in the north wall. To the west of the fireplace is a small closet and a stairway that 
provides access to a storage area above. To the other side is a larger closet. 
 
To the northwest of the house lies a significant extant outbuilding. Built of 
ironstone to match the house, is believed to have been first used as a dairy or milk 
house and later as a smokehouse. During the early twentieth century, the Hancock 
family used it as a grocery and dry goods store, until a frame store building could 
be erected. A reconstruction of the frame store was built on the property in 2000.1  

 
History: As a single-room, Chesapeake style house, Hancock’s Resolution typifies the 

earliest dwellings built in Anne Arundel County, reflecting building traditions 
transferred to the region by English immigrants.2 It is set apart, however, by its 
stone construction and is among the few extant stone houses of its type and period 
in the county.3 Among the significant features of the house is its stone galletting. 
Galleting, the insertion of small stones into the mortar joints, provided support for 
irregular stones that otherwise required thicker mortar joints. The practice 
originated in southeast England, appearing in rural Maryland and in some of the 
better houses in Annapolis, suggesting its use was decorative and well as 
functional. This is possibly the only extant rural example in the Chesapeake 
region and one of the few where galleting appears on the entire wall surface, and 
not merely the foundation.4 
 
The house was built by Stephan Hancock on his 400-acre tobacco farm and 
remained in the family for nearly two centuries. The property was first leased in 
1733 by his father, William Hancock, from Benjamin Hammond, although he 
lived elsewhere on the property.5 The Hancock family was established in Anne 
Arundel County by 1700, first arriving in the colonies in 1663, and family 
members served in numerous public positions. The property was finally 
purchased by his son Stephan Hancock, Sr. in 1766 and the current house erected 
sometime thereafter. It is believed to have been initially used as a tenant farm, 
explaining the ca. 1785 date for the construction of the house, nearly two decades 
after the purchase of the property. It is likely that the first Hancock to occupy it 
was his son John.6 Stephan added two other tracts in 1790 and 1793, then patented 
the property as “Hancock’s Resolution.” Together with the tracts acquired by his 
father, the farm totaled 409.5 acres. It was assessed in 1798 as part of the Federal 

 
1 A Self-Guiding Brochure for Hancock’s Resolution; booklet available on site (author and date unknown), 3. 
2 Donna M. Ware. Anne Arundel’s Legacy; the Historic Properties of Anne Arundel County (Annapolis: Office of 
Planning and Zoning, Anne Arundel County, MD, 1990), 11. 
3 Donna M. Ware, 113. 
4 A Self-Guiding Brochure for Hancock’s Resolution, 1-2. 
5 Donna M. Ware, 113. 
6 Nancy Baker and Russell Wright (for Historic Annapolis). National Register of Historic Places Nomination form, 
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1974, 3. 
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Direct Tax, listing as the improvements a two-story stone house and three 
outbuildings, each measuring about 12’ x 14’.   
 
In 1809, an inventory of the estate of Stephan Hancock, Jr. records the 
improvements to the property, as follows:   
 

There is on the land: 1 stone Dwelling house 24 feet Square in tolerable 
good repair; 1 log kitchen 14 feet Square in bad repair; 1 log quarter 20 x 
16 feet in tolerable good repair; 1 Stone Milk house 12 feet Square in good 
repair; 1 log Smoke house 14 by 12 feet in tolerable good repair; 1 old log 
Corn house 16 by 14 feet in very bad repair; 100 Apple trees in very bad 
order; 200 Peach tree in very bad order; 10 small veering Cheritrees [sic.] 
in tolerable good order; supposed to be 150 acres of cleared land inclosed 
[sic.] and 166.5 acres part wood, part Marsh, fencing in good order.7  

 
The inventory further indicates the use of eight slaves, while listing crops that 
include sweet potatoes, rye and Indian corn, and livestock including horses, cattle, 
sheep, hogs, and poultry. Such crops reflect the changing nature of agricultural in 
the region, switching from tobacco to more lucrative and sustainable crops. 
Evidence of a “door garden” of medicinal and ornamental plants lying directly to 
the front of the house resulted in the restored garden that appears today. A larger 
kitchen garden of vegetables and fruit trees was once located to the southeast.  
 
Hancock’s Resolution then passed to son, Francis Hancock. Francis appears in the 
1800 U.S. Census as living with his wife and one son under age 10, with four 
slaves.8 The 1810 Census lists both Francis and Stephan Hancock, with the later 
including a household that includes seven family members, two free persons, and 
thirteen slaves. They appear in the listings together, thus suggesting that both are 
living on the property.9 In addition to farming, Francis served as Captain of the 
22nd regiment of the Maryland Militia during the War of 1812. Legend has it that 
the property’s location at the mouth of the Patapsco River earned it a position as 
signal point to alert the Baltimore militia of the approach of the British fleet. The 
signal system here is believed to have contributed to the successful defense of 
Baltimore and Ft. McHenry, in 1814.10 In 1820, Francis’ household includes nine 
children, he and his wife, and nine slaves that include two males between 14 and 
26 years of age.11 
 

 
7 A Self-Guiding Brochure for Hancock’s Resolution, 3. 
8 U.S. Federal Census, 1800 (available online at us-census.org/pub/usgenweb/census/md/annearundel/1800/pgs-59-
88.txt. By 1810, he has two boys under 10. 
9 U.S. Federal Census, 1810 (available online at us-census.org/pub/usgenweb/census/md/annearundel/1810/pgs-492-
514.txt). This Stephan Hancock is perhaps Francis’ son, as he is listed as being only up to 26 years of age, as are two 
of the white females. 
10 Donna M. Ware, 114. 
11 U.S. Federal Census, 1820 (available online at us-census.org/pub/usgenweb/census/md/annearundel/1820/district-
3.txt). 
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In 1828, Francis sold the house and 100 acres to his son, John Hancock.12 The 
1830 census lists Francis and John sequentially, further indicating that they are 
both living on the property. John produced a diverse array of food crops including 
mulberries, marrow beans, peas, strawberries, Irish potatoes, cabbage, corn, hay, 
cantaloupes, and cucumbers, transporting them via his “market boat” to Baltimore 
via a wharf on the property’s waterfront. He also harvested wood used as fuel for 
local stream boats, and cloth was likewise produced for sale at Hancock’s 
Resolution.13 A later inventory for Francis Hancock in 1832 includes two 
beehives for the production of honey and beeswax for candles.14 John’s household 
consisted of ten individuals including five male children, and four adults, one of 
whom was an elderly woman, presumably his mother, along with six free blacks, 
and one male slave.15 
 
Following his death in 1853, his eldest son Henry Alfred Hancock inherited the 
farm. Henry was responsible for the one-and-a-half story frame kitchen addition. 
He married Matilda Wilkinson in 1861 and together they had four children. Henry 
engaged in truck farming, supplementing his income with fishing and oystering, 
and operated a store on the property.   
 
The last members of the Hancock family to live here were John Henry (known as 
Harry) and his sister Mary Adeline (known as Mamie). The house remained 
without electricity and plumbing, relying on the fireplace in the main room and a 
wood stove in the kitchen for heat and food preparation. In the late 1950s, once 
Harry was too elderly to chop wood, he installed an oil heater in the kitchen, and a 
new well and pump outside the kitchen door to replace one further from the 
house. Mamie died in 1954 and Harry in 1962. Although he had since sold much 
of the surrounding property, in his will Harry left the house, outbuildings, and 14 
acres to “an appropriate and responsible historical society” to be determined by 
his executors.16 
 
In recognition of its architectural significance and intact condition, it was deeded 
to Historic Annapolis, Inc. in 1964 and a 25-year lease was signed by Anne 
Arundel County to maintain it as an historical park. The volunteer Friends of 
Hancock’s Resolution was formed in 1997 to preserve and interpret the property, 
and in 2001 Hancock’s Resolution Foundation was created to maintain an 
endowment and Historic Annapolis transfer ownership to the house and its 
contents to Anne Arundel County. 
 

 

 
12 John R. Hancock appears in the 1820 U.S. Census as living with six slaves, mostly under 14, and engaged in 
agriculture. (available online at us-census.org/pub/usgenweb/census/md/annearundel/1820/district-3.txt). 
13 A Self-Guiding Brochure for Hancock’s Resolution, 23. 
14 A Self-Guiding Brochure for Hancock’s Resolution, 6-7. 
15 U.S. Federal Census, 1840 (available online at us 
census.org/pub/usgenweb/census/md/annearundel/1840/pg0179.txt). 
16 A Self-Guiding Brochure for Hancock’s Resolution, 25. 
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Sources: A Self-Guiding Brochure for Hancock’s Resolution; 26-page booklet available on  
site, author and date unknown. 
 
Baker, Nancy and Russell Wright (for Historic Annapolis). National Register of 
Historic Places Nomination form, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the 
Interior, 1974. 
 
U.S. Federal Census. 
 
Donna M. Ware. Anne Arundel’s Legacy; the Historic Properties of Anne Arundel 
County. Annapolis: Office of Planning and Zoning, Anne Arundel County, MD, 
1990. 

 
Historian: Catherine C. Lavoie, December 2021 
 
Project 
  Information: The documentation of Hancock’s Resolution resulted from a survey conducted by 

Lisa P. Davidson and Catherine C. Lavoie between 2017 and 2021 as part of the 
research and writing of Buildings of Maryland, for which they were the authors. 
The project was conducted under an agreement between HABS and the Society of 
Architectural Historians (SAH). As a result of the survey, selected buildings were 
recorded through photography and short form reports for the HABS collection at 
the Library of Congress.  
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Figure 1: Perspective view of east front elevation; Catherine C. Lavoie, photographer, 2021. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 2: Perspective view of west rear elevation and outbuildings; Catherine C. Lavoie, photographer, 2021. 
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Figure 3: Perspective view of south gable end and east front façade; Catherine C. Lavoie, photographer, 2021. 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4: Detail of stonework, east front façade; Catherine C. Lavoie, photographer, 2021. 
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Figure 5: South front and north side of dairy/smokehouse; Catherine C. Lavoie, photographer, 2021. 
 

 


