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BROADWAY BRIDGE 
Broadway, over Foundry Street, MBTA Yard, 

Fort Point Channel, and Lehigh Street 
Boston 
Suffolk County 
Massachusetts 

HAER No. MA-129 

Photographer:   Martin Stupich August 1992 

MA-129-1       Aerial view of general setting of the Broadway Bridge. 

MA-129-2       General   view of bridge in its setting, spanning channel, showing downtown 
Boston left, South Boston right. 
VIEW NORTH 

MA-129-3       General  view of bridge spanning channel. 
VIEW NORTH 

MA-129-4       Oblique overview showing movable segment spanning the channel (left) and 
viaduct spanning rail right of way (right). 
VIEW FROM ABOVE TO NORTHEAST 

MA-129-5       Overview of movable span. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

MA-129-6 

MA-129-7 

Overview detail showing movable span, central pier and east pier, view at low 
tide to reveal maximum view of masonry below mean water level. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

Overview detail of movable span showing lattice bracing and other structural 
members at top of span. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 
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MA-129-08    General   view of movable span from water level, showing piers, turntable, 
movable span, parts of west land span and east viaduct. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

» 

MA-129-09    Close general view of movable span from water level, from west to east piers, 
showing remnants of bumper piers. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

MA-129-10    General  view of movable span. 
VIEW NORTHWEST 

MA-129-11     South elevation of movable span. 
VIEW NORTH 

MA-129-12    General  view of bridge in its setting, Rapid Service Press Building left, South 
Boston shore right. 
VIEW NORTHWEST 

MA-129-13 General view of west portal from street level, bridge viewed from under the 
Southeast Expressway overpass where Broadway becomes West Fourth Street. 
VIEW EAST 

MA-129-14    General  view of bridge from east bank of Fort Point Channel. 
VIEW SOUTH 

MA-129-15    General   low oblique view of north face of movable span, showing masonry 
piers. 
VIEW NORTH 

MA-129-16    Detail showing west pier and land span girder truss meeting movable span. 
VIEW EAST 

MA-129-17    General  panorama  showing entire length of bridge/viaduct   from rail right of 
way. 
VIEW NORTHWEST 

MA-129-18    Closer view of MA-17, featuring movable span. 
VIEW NORTHWEST 

MA-129-19    Closer view of MA-18, featuring movable span. 
VIEW NORTHWEST 
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MA-129-20    General  view of viaduct, east section. 
VIEW NORTH 

MA-129-21    General  view of viaduct, west section. 
VIEW NORTH 

MA-129-22    General  view, entire viaduct. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

MA-129-23    General  view of roadway, from South Boston, view is west across viaduct to 
movable span. 
VIEW WEST 

MA-129-24    Wide view of roadway and east portal. 
VIEW WEST 

MA-129-25    Close view of east portal from center of roadway. 
VIEW WEST 

MA-129-26    General   view of north pedestrian  walkway showing vehicular guardrail and 
pedestrian guardrail. 
VIEW WEST 

MA-129-27    General view through truss, showing lattice riveted members at sides and top. 
VIEW SOUTHWEST 

MA-129-28    Detail,   riveted   members    typical   throughout,    showing   posts   penetrating 
metal/concrete   walkway. 
VIEW WEST 

MA-129-29    Detail, service ladder from pedestrian  walkway over railing to north side of 
movable span. 
VIEW NORTHWEST 

MA-129-30    Detail, builder's plate on northwest post: 
VIEW EAST 
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MA-129-31     Detail, truss at viaduct between pedestrian  walkway and traffic roadbed. 
VIEW WEST 
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MA-129-32    Detail under movable span showing turning mechanism on central pier, sub 
deck webbed cross girders and in the channel remnants of bumper piers. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

MA-129-33    Closer view of turning  mechanism   showing central   pier cogwheel, roller 
carriages and massive web trusses. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

MA-129-34    Detail of movable span showing center structural tie between east and west 
spans centered over turning mechanism. 
VIEW SOUTHWEST 

MA-129-35 Detail, north side of turning mechanism showing service stairs mounted to 
structure from pedestrian deck to plane of turntable. 

MA-129-36    General  view showing bumper pier remnants. 
VIEW SOUTH 

MA-129-37    View of west pier at low tide. 
VIEW SOUTH 

MA-129-38    Close view of west pier showing land span mounted on movable rocker cleat 
resting on pier. 
VIEW NORTHEAST 

MA-129-39    Viaduct  sub deck general  view showing typical steel post and cross-brace 
configuration with typical stone pier in background. 
VIEW EAST 

MA-129-40    Viaduct detail, west land span showing meeting of two sub-deck trusses atop 
stone pier. 
VIEW SOUTH 

MA-129-41     Detail showing meeting of two fixed land span segments, bridge land span at 
left, viaduct at right. 
VIEW NORTH 

MA-129-42 Detail, sub-deck viaduct showing riveted brackets supporting pedestrian 
walkway and heavily reinforced concrete of traffic roadway; note granite 
blocks atop pier. 
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MA-129-43     Detail, sub-deck east bridge land span showing typical structural connections 
and relationship  to stone pier. 

MA-129-44     Detail, bridge land span outboard  girder brackets  carrying utility conduit. 
Structure rests on granite blocks mounted  on granite piers. 

MA-129-45      Bridge land span detail showing typical steel post to beam and crossbrace 
connection. 

MA-129-46     Viaduct sub-deck showing typical double post configuration, view is on south 
side of viaduct. 
VIEW EAST 

MA-129-47     Viaduct  detail   showing riveted  plate  bracing  and  lattice  members,   same 
double post as MA-46. 

MA-129-48     General  view of former Broadway Bridge approach at Lehigh Street. 
VIEW EAST 

MA-129-49     Approach remnants  of former Broadway Bridge, at Lehigh Street. 
VIEW EAST 

MA-129-50    General view of Broadway Bridge, view south. 

MA-129-51     Swing span and east and west approaches, view northeast. 

MA-129-52    Intersection of west span and approach road to Southeast Expressway, view north. 


