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ARCHITECTURAL DATA FORM q | =
STATE COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY
Massachusetts Suffolk Boston
HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS NO.
245 West Canton Street (House) MA-1175

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)
245 West Canton Street (northeast corner West Canton and Carleton Streets), Boston, MA

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (/NCLUDE SOURCE) ARCHITECT{(S) (INCLUDE SOURCE)
1870-71 (Deeds) unknown

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)

semi-detached townhouse represented one unit in an architecturally homogenous
neighborhood of bow-fronted, flat-roofed structures with Italianate (continued)

Included within the South End Historic District and the South End Landmark District, this

STYLE (/F APPROPRIATE) Italianate

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS) Brick bearing walls, wood joists and
floors (concrete basement floor), reinforced concrete slab at front entry, concrete
window sills and lintels, wood cornice, window frames, door frames and door- (cont.)

SHAPE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)
18' wide, front and rear; 32' deep; 40' from sidewalk to rooftop.

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE Southwest (front) elevation features bow front (center and west
bays), overhanging boxed cornice on wood brackets, and entablature trimmed with brick
dentils and course of diagonal bond brick. Stoop of four steps rises over double
basement to front entrance. Paired, (continued)

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRI/BE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)

Interior features removed prior to demolition

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES 1978 alterations included rebuilding of first
level of exterior brick wall, alteration of two kitchens and two baths, replacement
of interior stairway, erection of non-bearing interior partitions, removal of one
bearing partition, and installation of a column.

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE At the time of demolition (1983) there was cracking in the
upper center of the front elevation and in the lower right corner of the northwest
gside, but the building was inhabitable through 1982

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE

b,o- ) —_

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)

Boston Building Department Records.
Suffolk County Registry of Deeds and Probate, Deeds, 1867-1982.
National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form, South End, 1974. (continued)

COMPILER, AFFILIATION DATE
Christine Carvajal (Cynthia Zaitzevsky, Consultant in

Architectural History July 30, 1984




245 West Canton Street (House)
HABS No. MA-1175 (page 2)

Architectural Data Form (Continuation):

Significance: details built from 1865-80 as lodging-houses fro the middle class.

Material of Construction: head, tar and gravel roof.

Exterior Features of Note: wood-paneled doors recessed into vestibule crowned by
simple architrave and shallow, projecting doorhood.

Sources of Information: Boston Landmarks Commission, The South End District Study
Committee Report, 1983,
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245 West Canton Street (House)
HABS No. MA-1175 (page 4)
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