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Address: Nor‘th b ont Streét and Hose Alley (uouthfaeSx, cox

ner), Hew Bedford, Bristol County, Hess chuseuub. .

Presemt Oyner New #ngland Boiler Repair end Welding Company;
and Qeeunsnt: Norih Front Street, New Bedford, liassachuseiis.
Present Usge: Repeir and mochine shop.

A nineteenth century commercial building of d@btreac-
tive srchitecliural and structural character,

A, Physical History

1. Orizinsl and subgequent owners: Histowy of the ownership
is wndetermined; purchased by the ‘ﬂe.: Enzlend Boilex
Repalr and Welding Compeny in 1954 /Jinterview with owners_

-

o 2. Date of erection: Not dewrmlned, poc‘sﬂalv 'the second
. guarter of the ninsfeenth cenfury.
3. Original plans: A single recltensular '"om: on each floor;

Powr-bay front with a single doorway /from onserva'uloi.m?.

4. HNotes on alterstions and additions: Apparently slterad
very little wntil recent years, when a large, high, door-
way was opened in the front, and pert of the second floor
repoved %o galn hedight at the new entrance. At en undeter-
mined earlier tine some wooden posts hed _been placed unaer
the girder of the third floor framing. L_from observation /.

5. OSources of information: Insurance lians of Hew Bedford,
Magsachusetits (New York: Sanborn ifap and Puni]_ishmw
Company) show 1% occupied by Brownell and Company , print
nanufacturers, av thet lime.

3. Likely ___pu_r'ceu noL oo ] investi-rat@g_: Search of deeds and in-
surence records might well reveal the history of ownership,

PART IT. ARCHTL

CLURAL IHFORIATTON

t'-:i

I

A, General Stoatement

1. ‘rchiteetursl cheracter: A sturdy gronite worehouse build-
1ng with most of the heavy timber freming intact, expressive
of regional chsiecuver. :
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2. Condition of fabric: Structurelly sownd. The neture
of iits use is nolb conducive to meintenanee of Tinish
1,

bul there is 1little finish other than the nsiural ma--
terisls. '

Teclmieal Description of exterlor

1. COveérell dinensions; Approximately 40' fronmtaze (four
bays) x 45' depth. Three stories, facling easi.

<. Well COWuﬁTuCtiO : South and west walls, once Llairgely

masked by adjoini nb buildings, of granite rubble. Horth
and cast Tronis of roughly scuared grenite zshlear, wit
single bplcoeclks forming jambs, linbtels and sills of open-
ings; thickness ot firgt story 1s 209, thl- {floor walls

16", There ig 2 large upright block forawing the north-
east corner of the first story, obviously mo avoid damage
by vehlcles. :

3. Chimmey: A single brick chimney paxt way back along
the south wall.

4. Openings:

a. Dociweye: 1The original entrance doorws; occupies
the second bey from the south--a plain masonry open-
ing. Several feet inside this entrence is s hatch-
way about 57 gquare opening through 11 floors,
for hoisting and lowering goods. There is a large
modern dooy opening in front, occupying the north
half,

b, Windows: Tiood sash, double hunz, twelve 1lizhts
over twelve lights; seaveral sash retain very nar-
rov muncinzg and old penes of glass,

5. ZHAoof
a. qhape, covering; Gobled, with zeble on the alliey
side, Now covered with asphali composition shingles,

o, sonstructlion:  wo heavy trw 83¢5, endé one lizhter
one near the north end“ ‘he nccv er TIUSses ere
loceled o carry the load of holsiing QOOdS throush
the hatchwey, and are {romed with u” x LZ% principsal
rafters and a2 iie bean of Lhe same size. They are
Joined to & heavy iimber plate with Iron straps
end bolts. Intermedliete rafleis cre coout 3" x 57,
20" on centevs. Sheathing is of wide boawrdes; there
is no ridge pole,

e, Cornlce: Along the south front is o simple graniie

coraice.
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gehnical Desgeripiion of Interior

1. Flooyx plans: pach flcor was original l; a single room;
& steep, narrow stazlirwey, perhaps oriisinal, ascends
nezr the southwest corner, in e straishi fnghu.

2. Firgt floor: lodern Concrebe flooring,
3. Second floor:
a. Frﬁning: 2 single girder. 11" x 3Q; gpens from
the norih wo ,he south wall, bearing on the wells
(and on o suell projegting corbcl) Joists are
said to be ;” 3,12” Jowmers of building /.

b. Flooring: iiodern finish flocring

4. Third floor:

n

Framing: 12% x 14" girder spenning from north

to south wall, with stone corbel al each end.

This has been reinforced al an undeterumlned date
by three wooden posts., Jolsts are about 4" x 1%,
16" on .centers.

b, Flooring: Wide planks, up o 16

5, Attie floor:
5. Freming: There is some indicetion thet this wes
added after the original consiruction. 3% x7¢
Joista, 24" on center, rest on notched planks
bolted Lo the gides of the thiee maln tie beams
of the roof.

b, Flooring: This not floored In a permenent way,
but & number of lcose boards lie zeross the jolsis.

Rough hardware: The girders are veinforeed by a succession
of 1 1/4" round irvon rods, one to each story, in the center,
The topmost rod iz hung from the apex of the central truss;
near the botiom 1% is gplit to form o loon al each side

f the girder, thirowth which passes o hsevy iron pin be-
ﬂeauh the girder. This kind of suspension is repeated
down to the glrder supporting the second floor

o

7. Interior deoors: The hetchway doors on the gecond {loor
remain,  They are double, made of planik, with iron sirap
hinges, and open upward.
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. o ' D, 3ite: This bullding occunies 1l of the site, i the

et ) " southwest corner of the intersection of Fronb Street with
Nose Alley. Tis priacipol frond is to the cosé, and the
secondary ome to the north, The west well adjoing & lower

building. The south wall formerly sevved ez o party well,
but the adjoining bullding on that side hes been demolished,
leaving traces of its Foruer shape, on the wall.

The aeighborhood iz the old wsierfront aves,
Prepared by Harley J. XeKee, Architect

Nationegl Porl Sevvice
September 1961




