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CMdress:

;- United States Government

PISLO7IC Aawﬁl f BUILDIF“S SURVEV

CHEBS Vo. M

CUSTON HOUSE

bouuhzesb corner Second and f_‘ilaw Streets,
hey~BedfGTd}_$$iSﬁDl Loun+y} ﬁsssachvsetb&

Present Qccupant: Inited States Go Government, - aﬂenale'

bapr I,
AL

Office building

An early Federal building renvesentetive of govern-
mental activity during a period when the erchant:
Yarine was growing rapidlcr, :

St

Original end subsecuent ovmers: The Custom House was
built forr the Federal Government and it is still owned
by the Govermmens.

Date of erecilon: 1824-1835 /Ricketson, op. o?uloé_ .
1837 Old Darawouth . 307 .

irchifect: - This bullding hes been atiributed to geveral
architects: ' ' ' :

‘pletes

Y
7

lobert “-llo Aemli n, Greek Bevival. . . ». 346
XITL, %0117, o
gobert :iills /Gellagher, Robert Mills, p. 5877

s

fussell Werren  OLd Dartmouth, ». 307 7,
L

Tobert Smith /Ricketeon, pp. 183-184 -

Seth H. and Tilliam Ing QJJM} combractors and

Builders;

puilders., Tilliem H. Taylor, supsrintendent of conSuruchlon.
Josenh filen, bullder of the nein stairway. Jibdd, .
Original olans: The Customs office wes in 2 room 13" x

43' along the north side of the upper or principsl floor;

The Pogt Office was in e sinilaer voom delow 14, on the

Tirst floor. 4 deseripbion contemporery with the build-

ing is ziven below (in C: Supolementel meterial).

Giterations and additions: A6 an undeversined
date 2 cupcola wag odded.  Originel steps end e gtoop at
the porith doorway haove been removed ond the deorvey bosrded
up. Hendrails on the portico, and wodern floor coverings
have been added. A modern heating plaat hes been -ﬂstallea
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Apparently no really bagic al‘teration has been made s
however. IR :

7. Impor-tan*h eld views* (a) A woodeut abou’t 4" x 61, vlgnetted

' at the corners, was published in 1837 in The American '
Magavine of Useful and Entertaining Knowledge (Boston:
John L. Sibley, William B, Tickneor), III, 73. It shows _
the building when recently completed - east and north fronts. .
{b) An undated gtereo pair, S. F. Adams, Photographer, New
Bedford, Mass., titled "Post Office, Custom House," shows
steps and stoop st north doorway, a small fence at the
northeast corner of the lot, and 2/2 sash in the east fron't

wméows

8. Sources of information: Deniel Ricketson, New Bedford

of the Past (Boston:; Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 1903).
This is esgentially a book of reminiscenees, with a gcod index.

Worth, Palmer and Ausgtin, "OL4d Dartmouth,' a meanuseript in
the 0ld Dartmouth Historieal Society, Johnny Cake Hill, New
Bedflord, Mass. This consists of photographs of houses and
publie buildings in New Bedford, Fairhaven, Acushnet,
Darimouth and Westpori; photographs by Fred W. Palmer, intro- -
duction and notes by Henry B. Worth, "done into shape" by
Emma C. Austin; dated Septémber, 190‘7

Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Architecture in Ameriea {New
York: Oxford Un:.vers:x.ty Press, 1944).

H. M. Pierce Gallagher, Robert Mills (New York: Columbila
University Press, 1935).

Likely Sources Not Yet Invesiigated: It is said that a year
ago a nunmber of old documents were sent from the New Bedford
Custom House to the Coast Guard Academy &t New London, Comn,,
gnd to the Peabody Museum of Salem, Salem, Mass. It is said
that these documents may have included early drawings or plans

- of the building.

Supplemental Material: The following is gquoted from page 73
of The fAmerican Magazine of Useful and Entertaining Knowledge
(Boston: John L. Sibley, William P. Ticknor), Vol. III, 1837:

CUSTOM HOUSE , NEW BEDFORD

Agreeably to an act of Congress, a large building has been lately
erected, for a Custom House, in the enterprising and flourish-
ing town of New Bedford, Massachuseits. There are several
elegant buildings in that place; two new churches are now heing
grected; and there are perhaps more spacious dwelling houses,
then in any town, of similar extent, in the country. The
navigation has much increased within ten years; and is still

in a prosperous state. A Custom house was much needed. The
business in that department was all transacted In a small
chamber, where the collector, clerks, and merchants were much
erowded, and great interruptions must have occurred to every
one, whether merchant, or officer of the Customs. :

The new building for the above purpose is on Second street,
and within fifty rods of most of the wharves; and is on
ground of gbout fifty feet elevation above the tide of the



nErhor or

course,
shee,
nered e
dressed grenite. 'ng up in the
centre of the roof, so sz to form a sguerce for an obgervatory.
of about ten feel snuare. enclosed with an ivon weiling.

The floors zre 1l vaulited with brick grolin arches, and

the smendrells leveled with sbtone and moriss. On these are
Nleced smell oigie, *he floors zre fastened: and
tha Tloors for all are of hard pinc,

The upper or princeipel siory 1 titioned as follows:
the hell of the O g 1s fordy ght feet by eighteen; and
: ig silx ¢o thig story

the height of the
there 1o o2 T1ichi
viorknanghino of vhi

:
.
’

talirs ov ree-gtone, the

L7 not surpagsed Pv any Whic h we have
ever seen. There ave bweniy-~-two sbens. the roons bhelow
are similar to those zbove., The Pogt office is now kept
in the gpace bolow the large Cusbom house rvooa, already
eacribed. The Oﬂu 7 end giairway sre spacious: and ell

<

the partitions are llb with stone. The wnole bullding
is plestered with three cosits on the étone wall and arches.
The work is oooposed of the most durable maLCPLals, and

- -

the bulldiag aoy be justly said to be fire-aroof. The

tasement is strictly so. The building isg to be enclosed with

& stone and iron {ence., The precise cost, we are unable Lo

wive' bt it is estinabad a3 30,000 collcrs. The elegant
ansion of G, T, Baker, E8g. included in this view, stands

a 11étle on the lefﬁ, or sgouth of the Cusior house.

i ) .
Generel stabamend

€ ﬂrchitecthra1 cherecter: An ?u@ﬁere Tederal building
the 1830's, well vlanned for Customs and Postal use
VIfbwﬂ? v Plreproct, with sranite welles and brick veulibing,

ellent; no indiczuilon of any

2. Condition of febric: Exece
weakness o deverioretion.
Technical Desgerintion of Exterior

1. Overall dimensions: Approximately 53'-3° x 51'-0F;
portico 10124 pyogect'on x 3RV-59 width. Two stories,
Faces east. '
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Wall construction: . Granite zehler,

toward esach other to form the cornsrs of a
&

CUSTO:L *"O T5E A
HABS No. MASS-082 (Page 4)

, courges
77 long.

157 to 16" high, pleces generally hetveed 2! oy
,2“ mortar joints appesr to heva been woinved in recent

times. . Antee at cornerg are cgmooth Laced.,

Porches, stoops, bullhwads: Portico of fowr Greek Doric
ecolums, wnflubed, of sranite, two siories high., Full
ﬁrﬂﬂﬂtp f g i nedimens. Crznibe steps and
”]oo spen denth of noriico, leavin
sath. The arehitrove (1i:iel) ig divided
ter stones.

belnu marks can bhe seen on the well elonﬁside the nori
door, where a stoop wes located formerly.

& wooden bulkhead affords access to. Hhe baserent from
the wesL aide,

D

Chimneys: Four “himﬂeys at interior pariiuiO's corbel

& trel cunola;
thelr upper part has heen exiended at an U*denprmwned
date., A modern brick chimney outside the wesh wall now
serves The heeving system.

a8, Doorwaye end doors: kein entrence &% CGDZQF of

'e““u uall. with sﬁmoie moulded vwood
ide masonyy onening., Jawhg ave oo
gtone, A,r“‘1¢v1ﬂﬂ lintel is loeste

T

set in-

o single
the course

above the door lintel. The door spmesrs nodern,

with double leeves, each wjﬁh e slezed O"Wels

and cne manel below; they wighi heve been ”U@ﬁbod

from oldar doovs

dogr: Si

omening, i

Closad np

H
‘v‘\‘r 4 - - -1 B
inere 1S a LIanson

4
-
5

Fhunows tredn.

3 SOVs &nd the

WS H“ve smooth srenioe penels e

The 2ill of the S@GO“G ghory windors
the bullding = ]t course. Sesh
where are

.

over vhe portico,
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DVC”LDQ: o roof,
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C. Dornice:  The enbablature of the !

iHu building ag e
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11ﬁ1_. uﬁﬂﬂﬂ co

s sides,
mo0f, It is xiensian
ilon plavform, added at an -

ry

Technicel Descrioilon of Interiaw

U

e rowe of neralleld brielk horrel

L. Structurel syeies: Thre
vaulting extend cest end west, the middle one beins
narrower than the ouler ones, supported on sione and
bric“ walleg 2nd plers, This forms the sunnart for the
firet and second floors, Intersectione extending north
,né south give sorevhat the effees of gro¢ned vaults,
t leest the peit which cen
e building, is of wood lath
strips from 39 % 97 lolsts.
2. Floor plans; ALl arc essentially'sivi?h?. £ hall ex-
tends east snd west dovm the center: on the nrruh side
of thig ig 2 gingle long voom. AL the center on the
gouth side is a stadr hall, leaving = sguare o0l oOn
either side in the corner. -Thﬁs fiooy »len colincides
exaetly with The ciruetural sysien GE the vuilding

3. Stairvays: The sein stairvey, from i

second floor, 1o viLh.Lwo €1ig-&g. he lower
flight is supporied { T hoth sides;
the uppeyr flicsht cantlilevers ouﬁ_f“om a st ne. nartition

o

O

i

[4+]

@]

L]

=

('.’“I

s

ot i !

e i

o 4 4T

o

O

O
NRG o = o

O T
on one side only gre 12", risers 7»1f
surface of the tresds is worn. Pqere ib'a ai
hendrail with 340 gruare iron beluster 3ﬁo o each.
Lread,

shone - P gome winders, degcends
pagen dnt under the lowver {iicht of the nsin g
it hss = smaii Tanding ab r:=mmd lﬂveﬁ. foruing an en-
'trance from +he south door.

£
s
i

There iz a gnpll vooden btaerQNrJo bhﬂ ol from the
'centraL hell, wi Vo The 1ot wer portion

h WLnders and land;p,




CUSTO

open, wilth siwnle wood nevsl and

4. Flooring:
ecverinﬂs.u
floor hall i

: !
places on the second floor show 44 mamewed hoerds. The
bagenent ooy 1s of flagzsiones opd concrele,

3. ¥Well and ceiling finish: PFlasterad, except In the bage-
ment. A1 is vainted, and maintainsd in good condition,

&, Jaowwavs and doors: TFour-panel, mowided: mouided wood
srim.  Formérly there were double doors bebtwzen the
ha11 and shelr hell on the fivei {loor.

7. Trim: Vide Dasebosrdz throughoul, moulded,
scoting of bheeded veortical boards ~ this we
late nineteenih centwy. Tindows heve no 2

&y ue of the

“H. Herdware: Doors are hung on two cast-lron butts.
Zragzs knobs and morsice locks may be repnlacenents. of
o " _ lste nineteenth century. Iron pintles in stonc boge-
an . : - ment walls indicate that double doors were formerly
b ' ' hung on all openinse there.

Da

#

29, Lighting: modern electric gyshem; ao indiczilon of
orizinal Yishtinm,
10, Heatinz: (On cach of the main floors 2re four chimneys
with niches and ho}es, indicating ,neb ghtove heating
wag emnloyed 1o In the 1owec s=n of some of

s

Jhﬂse nlches ig a ﬂoTo wash bhsa , With 2 wooden cab-
inet beloyw for 2 4

L modern cont:
fuel, and suxiiilary
emergency,

al henting system s now used, vwith oil
iR eoULINenT 1o7 C:OE‘.:L :;NP_ o

*+ 2 Lo he builﬂfng ooounies
the southwest cormﬁ? of twa Hy near the
weberfront. Formerly the water wes necrer then todsy,

80 that the cugltong office was very convenlently located,
A periking 1ot now adjoins the building on the gouth and
west sides.

o - . 2, Znclosures: /fn 1O
.v e ﬂox't,h sme" 11k U_

1 General set
2 o .

e, to the rear Mn un-
bogreph,; perhang of “he late ﬁ*neteenth




_century, shows & small iron

street corner, alonzside the front

Stone poet a8t the cormer.

There arg no enclogures. now.

brenared by

fence

eKee, Architect

Harley J.
Wabionel Pork Ssrvice



