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HISTORIC AMERICAN BULLDINGS SURVEY 37 -
ELISHA RICH HOUSE HABS No. MA-T10-
Location: _ Ryder Beach Road 2% miles from Truro Center.
" Truro.
Barnstable County, Massachusetts.

Present Owners: Mr, and Mrs. E. Q. Cappers.

Present Occupants: Mr. and Mrs. E. 0. Cappers.

Present Use: Summer residence.

Significance: This is a Cape Cod "house and a half", four bay

exterior, with one of the few bowed roofs in this .
area. It is located within the area of the proposed
Cape Cod National Seashore.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Crizinal and subsequen owners ir, 3ilas Clark, Wellfleet, Mass. Attorney
who resides near this house, and who has made a study of early Titles
in this area, reports that 1831 is the date of the first deed, It
conveyed property, without mentioning buildings, from Asa C. Paine to
Elisha Rich. In 1241, a conveyance, probably a mortgage, mentioned
a dwellins house, This was tc the Truro Fire and Marine, Mr, Clark
believes that Zlisha Rich probably built the house.

Mr. Clark alsc reports that Rich's heirs deeded the property
to E. H. Collins in 1383, thence Lo Sarah J, Manks in 1915 and to
Dorothy Cappers in 1947. Title is in ooth parfies.at present time,
Dorothy and &. Q. Cyppers.

In addit ion to having a good knowledge of the above transactions,
¥r, Cappers also related a story that was told to him by Mrs. Manks
of twin sisters telling her that their mother mentioned British soldiers
coming by the house in the war. This could have oeen the Revolutiomary
War as +ell as the war of 1312 when British soldiers were in the
vicinity, accordirg to ¥r. Cappers, when this story was told in
1915, the sisters were then 30 years old, Considering the date of
1783 for the devolutionary war story, their rother would have been
52 when the sisters were born. This is possible.

Mr. Cappers said early deeds did not always mention buildings
and his opinion is that the house dates from before the Jevolutionary
War.




ELISHA RICH HOQUSE
HABS Ho. MA-T10 (Page 2)

Date of erection Late 18th or early 19th century,
Architest Unknown, ‘

Builder Unknown.,

Original plans HNone known t o exist.

Alterations and additicns X11. added to nerihwest corner of nouse in
1952 by present owner, ircluded Kitchen, bathrocom amd bedroom
with full basement, The two small rooms at the east end of
the original kitchen were converted into one room, possibly
in 1383,

Historical evernts connected with structure None discovered Lo date.

Important cld views Present cwner his some old photos of the house,

Scurces of infcocrmaticn Fpesent owner; Mr, Silas Clark, Pamet Poirnt
Road, wellfleet, Mass,

Likely scurces not vet investisated A search of tYhe Truro Town He-
cords and the Barnstable County Recorcs in Barnstable, M¥ass,
could be made for furthsr information on the date, builder, ete,
The County records are ircomplete prior to 1827 however because
a fire in the Courthouse destroyed many of the early records.

Prepared by({ [~ | -
Charles S. Dotts, Architect
HARS Cape Cod Survey 1
July 12, 1960

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFCRATICH

CENFRAL STATEMENT

Interest and merit This is a Cape Cod "house amd a half® (four bay),
one and a half story, frame construction, located within the area
of the proposed Cape Cod wational Seashore. It is one of the
few houses discovered so far with a bowed roof.

Conditicn of fabric. Good,

THE EXTERICR

Oyerall dimensions OCOrigiral house: 26130 x 27VLL0N,




ELISHA RICH HOUSE
HABS No. MA-T1C (Psge 3)

Foundations Wood sills on brick fourdation. Owner reports that corners
of house rest on brick plers, with a brick pier in the center of
each wall, Single brickd £ill the space betweéen the plers.

Wall construction Vertical plank frame construction. Suds {2z x 4)
are noted in end walls, spaced 3!'-O" on center, amd covered with
horizontal boards, Pinned mortise and tenon joints, in frame.
Ixterior walls are shingle covered, but originally south exterior
had clapboards, (prior to 1957). &xposure, &" to weather,

Porches, stoops Otone step at main docr on scuth.

Chimneys Two, one over center of house, ard one over new addition.
These are of brick, and “he old chimney as been rebuilt oy present
OWNeEr,

Openings ~ dcorways and deors 6 panel wood door, 5 light transom at
south entrance,

windows and shutters G/6 dcuble hung wood sash, not old,
6/6 liztts on secornd floor, Wood shutters.

Roof - stave, covering, construction Fitched, pgabled rcof, with bow
noted at gable «rd., woud truss construction, 3 tol" x 7", placed
L'-4" to 5'-9" on center. 3ingle covering. Maximum bow at gable
end was fourd Lo be 1 /44,

cornice, eaves  wood, box coraice, dentils on south or main
side of house.

cormers Mone.

THE INTZRIOR

-

Ficor plans The first floor follows the gereral plan of the Cace Cad
"house and a half" with a main docr on the south flanked 0y a
two wirdow recm on the east and a one window room on the west,
The door leacs int~c zan ontry whti a semxil louset at the rear
which could have been the locaticn of the stairs to tine second
floor, however there is no visible evidence cf this, Uirectly to
the north of this west fromt room is a small hall with the stairs
to second floor rumning off of it, tc the 2ast. There 1s visible
evidence of an old extericr doorway leading off this hall to

the west, A window is now located there.

The north part of tie first floor was probably a xitchen,
and is now a living rocom. The typical Cape Cod house had the
buttery and the small bedrcom at the east 5P the «itchen, out
these partiflcns have oceen reroved ard this area is now oie large

room,

There :re two -..r....s on She second floor, A wmodern sll
wos =004 bo the northwest part of the house oy Lie present owrer
ia 1952, Thi: incil.des a kitchen, bathrcom and bedroom, «“ith

paserent,s



ELISHA RICH HOUSE
HABS No, MA-T10 (Page L)

Stairways One, of wood, steep and narrow, from first to second floor,

Flooring Random width pine boards, 5" to 15" wide.

wall and ceiling finish JMostly plastered walls with plastered ceilings,
sast and wést fron rooms have wood wainscot to height of window
stool,

Doorways and doors © Panel wood doors, first floor and 4 panel doors
second floor.

Trim Frobably original mitered door and window trim, Jriginal fire-
place paneling in cast front room, This has wood mantel and
12 light china cupboard at the szuth of the fireplace,

Eardware Fostly nodern,

Lighting &lectric.

Heating Fireplaces in east room and original kitchen. The latter
has veen rabuilt and "HeatilatorY nstalled, Forced hot air
furnace urder nsw ell, serving this ell and crigimal kitchen,

SIY

]

. vrientation Fouse faces sciuth on terraced hill in pleasart setting,
Znclosures None,

Qutbuildings  Fairly new garage about 20 yards to ncrtheast of house,

Aalks, driveways 3Stone and concrete walk in front of house, Blacktop
driveway from rcad leads to parkinz lot east of house,

Landscaping Terraced front lawn with trees, shrubbery and lawn in
Zood condition., Inforral planting.

~ i
Prepared by '-/ﬂi.éﬁ’éﬁ{/'w

Chariles S, Dotts, Architect
HABS Cape Cod Survey 1
July 12, 1960
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