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Location: 1246 South Prieur Street, New Orleans, Orleans Parish, Louisiana

HABS No. LA-1368-A¥ =

Global Positioning System (GPS) coordinates:
29.949889201617996°, -90.08998408913612°

USGS New Orleans East Quadrangle, Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM)
coordinates: 15.780866.3316795

i
Date of Erection: 4939 14\

Architects: Sol Rosenthal, Jack J.H. Kessel, and Ernest W. Jones
Owners: Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO), the City of New Orleans

Significance: The Great Depression of the 1930s spurred the first peacetime federal
government attempts to systematically address the lack of adequate affordable
housing for low-income residents. The federal government financed local
building efforts through a series of new laws. Among the third wave of these
projects planned and built in the late 1930s, the construction of the B.W.
Cooper Housing Project addressed two major issues of the era: the housing
reform movement (i.e. — urban “slum clearance”) and the reemployment of
large sections of the labor force. After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the closing
and demolition of the housing projects along with the destruction of eighty
percent of New Orleans housing stock once again focused national and
international attention on housing rights.
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History: Please see htstg&}@feport HABS No. LA-1368 for the general history of the

B.W. Cooper Housing Project.

Description: The Meter House contained the intakes and valves for the natural gas lines in the
entire site. The building itself was 22 feet by 19 feet. The wall were sold concrete
veneered with brick. A hipped roof covered with 30-year asphalt shingles capped the
walls. Five eight over eight light wood double-hung windows allowed light into the
interior. One door allowed access.

Historians: Virginia S. Lee
Preservation Architect, M. Arch.
Earth Search, Inc.
P.O. Box 770336
New Orleans, LA 70177-0336
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