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SAINT BERNARD HOUSING PROJECT 
 

HABS LA-1380 
 

Location: 3801 Saint Bernard Avenue, New Orleans, Orleans Parish, Louisiana 
 

Global Positioning System (GPS) Coordinates: 
29.9368726023957, -90.09459346532821 
Method of obtaining coordinate is unknown. NAD83 datum is assumed. Precision 
of coordinate is unknown. There is no restriction on the release of the information 
to the public. 
 

Date of  
Erection: 1940 
 
Demolished: 2008 
 
Architects: Herbert A. Benson, George H. Christy, and William E Spink 
 
Owner: Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO), City of New Orleans 
 
Significance: The Great Depression of the 1930s spurred the first peacetime federal government 

attempts to systematically address the lack of adequate affordable housing for 
low-income residents. The federal government financed local building efforts 
through a series of new laws. Among the third wave of these project planned and 
built in the 1940s, the construction of Saint Bernard Housing Project addressed 
two major issues of the era: the housing reform movement (i.e. – urban “slum 
clearance”) and the reemployment of large sections of the labor force. After 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the closing and demolition of the housing projects 
along with the destruction of eighty percent of New Orleans housing stock once 
again focused the national and international attention on housing rights. 

 
Editing Notes: The original historical report did not follow HABS standards & guidelines. It 

is available as part of the field notes for this survey. 

 




