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LOUISIANA STATE MJSSUM BUILDINGS 
(State Museum) 

Cabildo Alley - Orleans ^arish - New Orleans 

Owner 
Louisiana State Museum 

Sate of Erection 
Approximately 1850 

Architect 

Builder 

Present Condition 
Fair state of preservation. Three-story with two- 
story slave quarters 

Materials of Construction 
.Red brick; slate roof; tile hips and ridges; 
wrought-iron balconies 

Other existing Records 
History of Louisiana State Museum - Eobert Olenk, 
New Orleans, 1934 

Additional Data 

The Louisiana State Museum Buildings were two 

former residences situated immediately behind the Arsenal. 
> 

The one known as the "Jackson House" faces St. Peter Street 

at the corner of Cabildo Alley; the other, called the 

"Calaboose Building", faces Orleans Alley. Both houses 

were built at some time after the Arsenal - about 1850 - 

and occupy part of the site of the Old Prison. It is 

probable that part of the foundations of the old prison 

Alt        which was demolished in 1857, were utilized in the con- 

struction of the houses. 
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The Calaboose building was sold by Olivier 

Blineau to Hugh Bowlin in 1854 for |1200,00; this is 

the earliest transaction, on record, Blineau having appa- 

rently bought the lot from the city and built the house. 

The building was finally sold to the Louisiana State 

Museum by Bishop J. M. Laval in 1921, 

The granite doorway on Orleans Alley is said to 

have been added by Achille Peretti, who owned the build- 

ing from 1898 to 1904. 

The Jackson House was probably built by Hugh Dowlin 

who bought the property from the city in 1849. It was 

sold to the Museum in 1921 by the Daughters of X7(76 and 

181S, who reserved the right to occupy the lower floor 

as long as they have corporate existence. 

Neither of the houses is a particularly note- 

worthy example, but both are typical Hew Orleans resi- 

dences of the period. Both are three-story structures, 

with wide, overhanging eaves and wrought-iron balconies. 

The Calaboose building has balconies at both second and 

third floor levels, while the Jackson House has only one 

at the second floor level. Both houses have two-story 

slave quarters at the rear, which back oil Cabildo 

(formerly Exchange) Alley, and with the side wall of the 

adjoining Arsenal, enclose the courtyard. 

The details and materials of construction on 

both houses are quite similar. The walls are of brick 
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and the hipped roofs are covered with slate. All 

the windows have blinds• 

While the houses are not of themselves par- 

ticularly good, they complete an interesting group 

with the adjoining Arsenal and Cabildo. 

Samuel Wilson, <Tr. 

July 12, 1935 
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