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Name of structure: "Rose HiLllM

Location:

Owner or

~custodlan:

Addrass:

Date bullt:
(approx)

Architect
or bullder:

Present
condition:

Number of
stories

Material used
in construction:

Dascription:
architsctural
and historical

481 X¥orth Limes tone Street, Lexington,
Fayette County, Kenbuoky:

Mr. and wrs. G. Davis Buckner

461 ¥orth Limestone Street, Lexlngton,
Fayette County, Kentucly

1820

Unknown.
Good

One story

Foundstion: Native sftone.

Exterior walls: Solid brick, painted.

Interior partitions: Brlck and frame,
plastered.

Fioors: Wood, random widih, ash.

Roof: Frame construction, covered with
wood shingles.

Saveral additions have been made Lo the
original structure, as can be seen by
refsrring to tne pheotogranhs which
accompany this data and to the drawlings.

It was possible in measuring the bhiléing to detor-

mine Lts original shape and plan., The drawings have baen
made %to raecord that which was original and have omitied the

later additions %o the Dody of thoe house, 83 well as a nuumber
of interior alterations. For example: photographs show a
double door between the library and drawlng room, whersas,
originally there was a single door,



: The original kitchen was in a separate struciturse
detached from the main body of the nouse, the only connecw
tion heing a porch, possibly covered, as shown on the plot
plan., This =accounts for the fact that the first floor plan
doegs not ihdicate the present kitchen, The names of ths
rooms are indicaled for the use intended when originally
hurilt,.

The slave guartersg-at the northweat corner of the
house, opposite the original kitchen, was removed %o make
way for g later addition to the main body of the house and
which addition can be seen by referring to the vhotograph,
Likewise the old ice-house on the west side of the bullding
has been removed.

The room indlicatad on the drawings as the library
ig now Dbelng used as a dining room.

The original malp entrance side lights ware
evidently divided by lead munting into ormamsental dsesigns,
as msrlkers on the present glasgs indicate The design which.
has been reconstructed and shown In the deteil drawings of
the maln sentrance.

The interior wood work, including the doors, trim,
and nantles are beautifully designed and were axscuted by
gkilled eraftsmen, a feature which has mede this house ons
of the most cutsitanding in thie 8tate from an architectural
standpoint.

"Rose H111l" was built by John Brand who was born
in Montrose,Scotland, November 26, 1775.

History of Fayette County Kentucky by Dr. Robert
Pater, page 566, states that John Brand came to America from
Dundea, Scotland, soon after his financlal reversas there in
1800, and remained in Philadelphia for a while,

In the Spring of 1802, on the advice of friends
made while there, he came 1o Laxington, than the center of
the hemp resion of Kentucky, and esteblished a2 hemp factory
in which the first plece of hemp bagging ever made in the
United 3tates was manufacltured. TIn this industry he acouired
a substantial fortune, and in 1818 he returned to Scotland
to visit his sged parents and to pay his creditors in full,
Tt is stated that he was afterwsrds referred to in Scobland
and on the Continent as "the one honaest man in Americal,
Returning to America he contlnued his business untilil his
retirvement in 1838,

Mr. Brand was an intimate friend of Henrv Clay,
and was e diractor in the Northern Bank of Xentucky: was
always graetly interesbted in all lssues to advance the
material and intellectual progress of the country.



- ¥r. Brand died at Lexlnﬂton, Kentucky, September
9, 1849, and wes survived by two sons and one daughter, who
later marW1e% Chief Justice George W. Woodward, of -

Pennsylvanisa,

A newgpapsr ellpplng on file in the Loulsville
Fres Public Liorary states thot the fawous Scoteh writer,
Jonn Meligh, in his "Pravels in the United States of Ameriga,
Great Britaln and Ireland in 1806, 1807, 1808", corments on
and comparss the climate of tha westevn countrv with the
Wnﬁlisk climate, and further that he viewed Leangton ag the
most beautiful tract of land he ever saw. "We went through
geveral rope walks owned by ir. John Brand, a hemp manufac-
turer from Dundee, Scotland, where'a-number of black fellows
ware busily employed", and follows with a descriphtion of
beling eptertaiﬂed "de?lshtful1v by Mr. Brand in his homs'.

The opreseni owners and occupants of the house are
deoscendants of Dr. Alexander Humphreys, the celebrated sgsure
geonn of Scotland, and who staked John Brand 4o his new
gtart in America,
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