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WABASH & ERIE CANAL (PARTIAL)     HAER IN-80 
Parallel to the Wabash River at the western edge of downtown Lafayette 
Lafayette 
Tippecanoe County 
Indiana 
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Camille Fife, Thomas W. Salmon, II, The Westerly Group. Inc., photographers, August 2003 
 
IN-80-1 Close up of a trench dug to determine that this was the end of the existing 

canal wall. The photo shows a portion of the timber wall, several timbers 
high 

IN-80-2 View looking south towards a pier and the abutment of the Columbia 
Street Bridge. The western canal wall does not fall within the confines of 
the area to be disturbed and thus, not excavated here 

IN-80-3 Photo made of the surviving wall of the canal, looking south, between 
Station 178+50 and 180+50 

IN-80-4 Photo image of the long curve in the canal wall between Stations181+50 
and 183+50 

IN-80-5 A close up view of the timbers in the wall shown above. Adze markings 
can be clearly observed. The foundation in the background demonstrates 
how close buildings were placed to the canal edge 

IN-80-6 A close up of the canal wall looking east. Mortises and tenons for the crib 
ties are apparent 

IN-80-7 A photo of the crib ties from the city side bank. There does not appear to 
be any special ballast material in these bays 

IN-80-8 Another view of the crib ties. This photo looks southwest 

IN-80-9 An image looking north of the great sweep of the canal as it curved. The 
wall to wall dimension was greater in this location possibly to 
accommodate the turning boats 

IN-80-10 A view looking south, showing the west wall and the disturbance made to 
accommodate a large sewer that crossed the canal at the foot of Main 
Street 
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IN-80-11 A photo image that shows the second disturbance of the canal walls, 

looking southeast. It is located between Stations 187+50 and 188+50. The 
box drain can be seen in the center of this image 

IN-80-12 An image of the east canal wall at Main Street 

IN-80-13 A photo of a break in the west canal wall and Station 183+50. This view, 
looking southwest, shows the smashed end of the box drain which runs 
parallel to the canal route 

IN-80-14 A view of the opposite wall with modern and historic building foundations 
above 

IN-80-15 An image of the southeast canal wall from the utility disturbance window 

IN-80-16 A photograph of the fractured portions of the east canal wall. The reason 
for these disturbances is unknown 

IN-80-17 A view, looking south, at the discontinued wall in the vicinity of Station 
186+50 

IN-80-18 An image of the east timber foundation wall. This feature is in the vicinity 
of a historic building, possibly a lumber warehouse 

IN-80-19 Another view, looking east, of the ruins of the timber foundation wall. The 
modern building is on the corner of Ferry and Second Streets 

IN-80-20 Photo taken to show the condition of the timbers on the west canal wall. 
The bank shows the approximate location of the modern surface 

IN-80-21 A view looking west of the canal wall as it meets the utility disturbance at 
Station 187+75. The drain is ceramic tile - it serves an unknown function 

IN-80-22 Photo made, looking south, to show the relationship of the timber 
foundation wall of the right and the canal wall on the left, indicating that 
the warehouse antedated the discontinuance of the canal 

IN-80-23 An image of the double wall, above, as it meets the utility window 

IN-80-24 View looking south, showing the remarkable condition of timbers in this, 
the east wall of the canal at foot of Ferry Street 

IN-80-25 Close up view of the east wall, showing the canal wall as four courses of 
the timber. The fifth timber is not thought to be part of the structure 

IN-80-26 A detail of the mitred timber corner of the alleged coal loading dock at 
Station 189+50 

IN-80-27 A view looking southeast of the above dock with two unrelated poles in 
the foreground 

IN-80-28 A view of the west canal wall as it is terminated along the riverside. North 
portion of the resource 

IN-80-29 A long view of the northern section of the canal looking south 
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IN-80-30 A photo of the west canal wall discontinuance. No evidence of the wall 

was found north of this point 
 
(Note: All views below were taken during Phase I archeological excavations completed in July 
1993. The features shown, after having been photographed and recorded by archeologists for 
Great Lakes Research Associates, were re-buried, except for a few timbers that have been 
reserved for museum exhibition) 
 
IN-80-31 A view of the box culvert, looking east, toward the Tippecanoe County 

Courthouse 

IN-80-32 An image, looking west, of the exposed length of the box culvert 

IN-80-33 A view of a box culvert flowing into the canal from town. Also shown is 
an oak barrel. The function of the cooperage is unknown 

IN-80-34 An image of an archeological trench, looking west towards the river. 
Modern water conduits overlie the canal side and cribs. The feature 
beyond, in the background, is thought to be a wood slough 

IN-80-35 A view of an archeological trench interior showing scantling work 
appended to canal timbers. These may be the remains of a foot bridge 
superstructure 
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