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Significance: Built in 1900-01, the Levey Brothers & 
Company Annex was one of several historic 
buildings in the Indianapolis Wholesale 
District that represented the printing 
industry located in that area. Established 
during the Civil War, the Wholesale 
District served the city and central 
Indiana until after the Second World War as 
a source of wholesale products ranging from 
groceries to tires and millinery. The 
Levey Brothers & Company Annex was a 
contributing structure in the Indianapolis 
Union station-Wholesale District, listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places on 
July 14, 1982. It was demolished in 1989. 

Description: The Levey Brothers & Company Annex was a 
five-story, brick industrial building 
facing West Maryland Street. The building 
had a rectangular plan, abutted on the 
south and east by the Levey Brothers & 
Company Building (HABS No. IN-212). It was 
situated on the southeastern corner of West 
Maryland and South Bird Streets, the latter 
being an alley. The building was roughly 
36 feet, 8 inches wide and 62 feet deep. 

The principal (north) facade was divided 
into two bays, with each subdivided by 
mullions into three windows on the second 
through fifth floors. Brick was used only 
in the narrow spandrels and paneled 
parapet. The steel framing was exposed and 
served as the dividing mullion (separating 
the two bays) and window lintels. The 
first floor was divided into four bays by 
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decorated cast-iron pilasters. The two 
center windows were blanked by two entry 
bays. The eastern entrance was intact with 
its glazed, paneled, double-leaf doors. 
The western door had a replacement aluminum 
and glass door, transom and side-lights. 
These four ground-floor bays all have a 
common transom band. The second-story 
windows had been replaced with fixed, 
aluminum sash windows. The windows of the 
third, fourth and fifth floors above were 
double-hung, with wood sashes. The panes 
of two upper sash windows on the fifth 
floor had been replaced by metal louvers. 

The west facade, facing the alley South 
Bird Street, was divided into five bays in 
a manner identical to the main facade, 
except for the ground floor. This level 
had no openings, save the steel service 
door near the south end. A steel fire 
escape was attached between the first and 
fifth floors. 

The Levey Brothers & Company Annex had a 
steel structural system supporting brick 
curtain walls, wooden roof and wooden 
floors. Interior circulation was served by 
a wooden stairway running from the basement 
to the fifth floor, located on the south 
wall. Another stairway on the north wall 
connected the first and second floors only. 
An elevator in the southwest corner of the 
building reached all floors. The Sanborn 
map of 1898, corrected to 1913, shows the 
elevator in its corner location. 

The Levey Brothers & Company Annex interior 
retained almost all of its industrial 
character. The first floor, which 
functioned as an office area, had much of 
its floor surfaces covered with vinyl 
covering. Other alterations included 
suspended tile ceilings, wall partitions 
and wall coverings. The first floor had 
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some uncovered ceiling areas exposing the 
corrugated sheet metal ceilings. The other 
floors were generally unaltered with bare 
wood floors, painted brick walls, exposed 
structural elements in the walls, columns 
and ceilings and the open wooden stairways. 

The Levey Brothers & Company Annex was 
constructed as a part of the printing plant 
of Levey Brothers & Company Building (HABS 
No. IN-212). The Levey company, a leading 
Indianapolis printer, stationer, and blank 
book manufacturer, was established in 
Philadelphia in 1848 by William P. Levey. 
He moved the business to Madison, Indiana 
and continued in the business until 
retirement in 1878. Under the leadership 
of his sons, William M. and Louis H. Levey, 
the firm moved to Indianapolis in 1883; and 
by 1885, the firm occupied Elliott's Block, 
immediately across the street at 14-22 West 
Maryland (HABS No. IN-60). The company had 
its own building constructed in 1889-90 at 
13-19 West Maryland Street (HABS No. IN-
212). This "L" plan, four-story brick 
building wrapped around a two-story 
commercial building. This site was cleared 
after Louis H. Levey purchased the land in 
1898, making way for the Annex, constructed 
in 1900-01. The Levey firm occupied its 
building and the Annex until 1905, moving 
to the new quarters at 226-240 West Ohio 
Street (demolished). The Levey family 
continued to own the Annex and leased it to 
a series of tenants related to the printing 
trades. The Indiana Illustrating Company 
occupied the space in the Annex as early as 
1902. By 1910, the Indiana Electrotype 
Company occupied the entire building with 
its engraving, finishing, molding and art 
departments with offices on the first 
floor. In 1922 the Patterson Engraving 
Company was the occupant, but did not 
survive to the end of the 1920s. Charles 
A. Patterson, president of the engraving 
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company, had served as an officer of the 
Indiana Electrotype Company. The Annex sat 
vacant throughout the 1930s and 1940s. By 
1950, the Annex had several tenants 
occupying the different floors. Campbell 
Circular Advertising Company was a tenant 
in 1950 and purchased the Annex in 1960 
from the Levey estate. The Campbell 
Company, a printer and a jewelry maker, 
occupied the building until 1986 when the 
building became vacant. The Annex was 
demolished in 1989. 

Historic views of the Annex can be found in 
the documentation for the Levey Brothers & 
Company Building (HABS No. IN-212). 

Bass Photograph Collection. Indiana 
Historical Society Library, 
Indianapolis. 

Centre Venture. "Building Descriptions of 
Circle Centre Mall," Indianapolis, 
Indiana, February 8, 1988, rev. July 
15, 1988 (typewritten, unpublished). 

Deed Books. Marion County Recorder's 
Office, Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Hyman, Max R., ed. Handbook of 
Indianapolis. an Outline History and 
Description of the Capital of Indiana. 
Indianapolis: M.R. Hyman co., 1907. 

Journal Handbook of 
Indianapolis. Indianapolis: The 
Indianapolis Journal, 1902. 

Polk, R.L. & Company. Indianapolis City 
Directory. Indianapolis: R.L. Polk & 
Co., 1885-1987. 
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Sanborn Map Company. Insurance Maps of 
Indianapolis, Indiana. New York: 
Sanborn Map Company, 1914 and 1914 
corrected to 1954. 

Sanborn-Perris Map Company. Insurance Maps 
of Indianapolis, Indiana. New York: 
Sanborn-Perris Map Company, 1898 and 
1898 corrected to 1913. 

William L. Selm 
Indianapolis Historic Preservation Commission 
March 1992 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

Source: Hyman, Max R. Journal Handbook of Indianapolis. 
Indianapolis: The Indianapolis Journal. 
1902. 
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Source: Polk, R. L. & Company. Indianapolis City 
Directory. Indianapolis: R. L. Polk & Co., 
1914. 
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