
WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

HALS IL-13
HALS IL-13

YORK WOODS FOREST PRESERVE
Bounded by Harger Road to the southeast and Frontage Road (along
Roosevelt Road) to the north.  The western boundary of the preserve
abuts residential property on Woodland Drive.
Oak Brook
Du Page County
Illinois

HISTORIC AMERICAN LANDSCAPES SURVEY
National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240-0001



HISTORIC AMERICAN LANDSCAPES SURVEY 
 

YORK WOODS FOREST PRESERVE 
 
 

          HALS NO. IL-13 
 
Location: Oak Brook, DuPage County, Illinois 

 
Bounded by Harger Road to the southeast and Frontage Road (along Roosevelt 
Road) to the north.  The western boundary of the preserve abuts residential 
property on Woodland Drive.  
 
41.796436, -88.188199 (Entrance to South Parking Lot, Google Earth, Simple 
Cylindrical Projection, WGS84) 

  
Significance: York Woods Forest Preserve was a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) work 

site, beginning in 1936.  The CCC constructed parking lots, a 150-person picnic 
shelter, and a 25-person picnic shelter.  The work was conducted by enrollees of 
Camp Fullersburg, a CCC Camp located two miles south of York Woods at 
Fullersburg Woods Forest Preserve.   

  
Description: York Woods is a 71-acre preserve comprised of marshland, oak woodland, and 

floodplain forest.   The CCC constructed several structures within the preserve, 
including parking lots, picnic shelters, fire pits, latrines, and wells.  The latrines, 
fire pits, and wells are no longer used and have either been removed or exist only 
as a remnant on the landscape.  The two picnic shelters are still in use, and are 
documented as individual features below. 
 
Large Shelter.  The large shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve was constructed 
by the CCC in 1936-1937.  It is a timber framed shelter originally designed to 
accommodate 150 people.  The shelter was originally located further north and 
east in the preserve (41.860476, -87.934256, ArcGIS, Transverse Mercator 
Projection, WGS84), but was relocated to another portion of the preserve 
(41.857365, -87.932485, Google Earth, Simple Cylindrical Projection, WGS84) 
when a new parking lot was constructed at the preserve in the early 1980s.  From 
the 1960s until the 1980s, the shelter was not served by a large parking lot, as the 
original CCC constructed parking lot was removed when the intersection of 
York Road and Roosevelt Road was expanded.  Relocation of the shelter 
allowed the shelter to better serve visitors to the preserve with a location 
adjacent to parking.   
 
Small Shelter.  The small shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve is a 25 person 
shelter comprised of masonry posts and seat walls with a wood-framed roof.  
The shelter is located in the interior of the preserve, along a limestone surface 
trail (41.858681, -87.936414, Google Earth, Simple Cylindrical Projection, WGS84). 
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History: In 1835, Nicholas Torode purchased land west of York Road along Salt Creek 

composed of woodland and land suitable for farming.  The land was kept in the 
Torode family until 1917, when the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 
purchased 40 acres from John Torode. In the same year, the Forest Preserve 
District of DuPage County also purchased the 39 acres immediately west of the 
Torode property from August Timke. These two land properties remained 
largely undeveloped, and together, comprised the first forest preserve in DuPage 
County.  In addition to conservation of the property, there was an underlying 
intent to dedicate a large portion of the preserve for future highway development 
and the straightening of Roosevelt Road. 
 
CCC enrollees from Camp Fullersburg began work at the York Woods Forest 
Preserve in 1936, constructing two parking lots, two picnic shelters, and several 
smaller structures, including fire rings, incinerators, latrines, and wells. A large 
picnic shelter with an initial occupancy of 150 people was built in the 
northwestern portion of the preserve and a 25-person shelter was built in the 
interior of the preserve, in an area designated as a boy scout area.   
 
Approximately 30 acres of the preserve were dedicated in 1960 as public right-
of-way for the widening of Roosevelt Road and the expansion of the intersection 
of Roosevelt Road and York Road.  The roadway improvements removed a 
parking lot at the preserve which served the large picnic shelter. 
 
In 1970, the Forest Preserve District acquired an additional 11 acres to the south 
of the preserve.  This property was improved in the early 1980s with the 
construction of a new parking lot, and the large picnic shelter was relocated to an 
area adjacent to the new parking lot.   

  
Sources: Butler, Sheppard.  “Exhaust Echoes.”  Chicago Daily Tribune.  Chicago, IL.  

November 2, 1917.  Retrieved from ProQuest Historical Newspapers 
 
“DuPage Gets Busy: First Tract of Land for Forest Preserve in Adjoining County 
is Purchased.”  Brookfield Suburban Magnet.  Brookfield, IL.  August 11, 1917.  
Retrieved from http://brookfield.newspaperarchive.com/brookfield-suburban-
magnet/1917-08-11/page-4?tag=suburban+magnet&rtserp=tages/suburban-
magnet?ndt=ex&pd=11&py=1917&pm=8  
 
“Frenchman’s Woods.”  The Conservationist.  Wheaton, IL.  Forest Preserve 
District of DuPage County.  Fall, 2013 
 
“Land Acquisition Detail by Preserve.”  Wheaton, IL.  February 10, 1992.  On 
File at the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 
 
“Maps of the DuPage County Forest Preserves.”  Wheaton, IL.  1950.  On File at 
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the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 
 
National Park Service.  “Illinois SP 34-Notes.”  The Vets’ Gazette.  Naperville, 
IL.  November 29, 1937.  Microfilm available from Center for Research 
Libraries 
 
Varley, T. H..  “National Park Service.”  The Fullersburg Grit.  Hinsdale, IL.  
April, 1936.  Microfilm available from Center for Research Libraries 
 
Woodstrup, Patricia.  “The Torode Family.”  Sycamore, IL.  March 27, 1983.  
On File at the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 

  
Historian: Emese Toth 
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York Woods Forest Preserve (Preserve No. 1) General Development Plan, March 28, 1934.  
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service (Forest Preserve District of Cook 
County Records, [FPDCC.05.06.0000.1200.002], University of Illinois at Chicago Library, 
Special Collections) 
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Plan for Large Picnic Shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve, June 15, 1936.  United States 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service (Forest Preserve District of Cook County 
Records, [FPDCC.06.04.0000.0067.013], University of Illinois at Chicago Library, Special 
Collections) 
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Construction of Large Picnic Shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve, January 1937.  Photo by 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service (Forest Preserve District of 
DuPage County Collections)  
 

 
Construction of Large Picnic Shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve, March 1937.  Photo by 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service (Forest Preserve District of 
DuPage County Collections) 
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Parking Lot Construction at York Woods Forest Preserve, March 1937.  Photo by United States 
Department of the Interior, National Park Service (Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 
Collections) 
 

 
Large Picnic Shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve. (Mark Decker, July 2014) 
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Large Picnic Shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve. (Mark Decker, July 2014) 
 

 
Small picnic shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve. (Mark Decker, July 2014) 
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Roof Framing of small picnic shelter at York Woods Forest Preserve. (Mark Decker, July 2014) 
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