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HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

The following information was recorded by Alexander Piaget and Charles van 
Ravenswaay at the time the photograph was taken: 

Built 1836 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

The Piaget-van Ravenswaay Survey consists of a number of photographs, 
primarily of sites and structures in Missouri, which were taken before 1938 by 
Alexander Piaget and after that by Paul Piaget, both in conjunction with 
Charles van Ravenswaay. Photographs of buildings were incorporated into the 
HABS collection in 1985 by Laura Rupp and in 1986 by Deborah Fulton, HABS 
historians. A master list is available in the field records for M0-1800. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

ADDENDUM TO:
GOVERNOR JOHN WOOD HOUSE 

HABS NO.   IL-188 

Page 1 was previously transmitted to the Library of Congress. 

Location: 425 South Twelfth Street, Quincy, Adams County, Illinois 

The Governor John Wood House is located at latitude:  39.926922 N, 
longitude: -91.395811W. The coordinates were taken at the center of the 
building and was obtained in 2016 using Google Earth (WGS84). There is 
no restriction on its release to the public. 

Present Owner The Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County 
and Occupant:   

Present Use: Museum 

Significance: Built between 1835 and 1838, the Governor John Wood House is an 
exemplary of Greek Revival architecture in Illinois. In 2007, the Illinois 
Society of the American Institute of Architects designated it as one of the 
150 most important buildings in the state. It was also the home of John 
Wood, 12th governor of Illinois, a founder of Quincy, Illinois, a founding 
member of the Republican Party, and a confidant of Abraham Lincoln.  

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History

1. Date of Erection: 1835-1838 

2. Architect/Builder: John Cleaveland: Cleaveland was a master builder and mechanic 
born in Sandy Bay, Massachusetts and came to Quincy in September of 1834. 

3. Original and subsequent owners: John Wood, Daniel Wood, the Historical Society of 
Quincy and Adams County  

4. Builder, Contractor: John Cleaveland
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5. Original Plans and Construction: The Governor John Wood House is a two-story, wood-
frame, Greek Revival residence with a colossal Doric tetrastyle portico, with a balcony, 
facing west. The large fourteen room house includes two smaller one-story porticos on the 
north and south sides. The low-pitched roof culminates with a Roman inspired tympanum 
with a large oval-shaped window. On the south side, a large low-pitched wooden arch 
defines the service entry.          
  

6. Alterations and Additions: Wood moved the house from a lot, located one-block east, to 
its current location around 1840. Aside from a small kitchenette, built in 1985 and located 
at the northeast corner of the first floor, the building has never been altered from when it 
was built in 1838.  

 
B.     Historical Context:  John Wood was born in Sempronius, New York in 1798. In 1818,  

he emigrated to Pike County, Illinois, and later, in 1822 in what would become Adams 
County and became a land speculator and built a small cabin with a loft on the lot 
where the John Wood House would eventually be located.  

    
In 1825, Wood petitioned the Illinois General Assembly to organize Adams County, 
which they did. He settled in the unincorporated town, which he also founded, named 
Quincy. By 1835, Wood prospered as a land speculator in Adams County and hired John 
Cleaveland to build his mansion, which was the first Greek Revival style residence built 
in Illinois. Along with Cleaveland, Wood hired craftsmen from St. Louis and New 
Orleans, along with recent German immigrants, often exchanging town lots for their 
services. 

 
Wood was elected mayor of Quincy seven times, from 1844 until 1856. He was also an 
Illinois state senator. Originally a Whig, Wood became one of the first Republicans and 
was elected Illinois’ first Republican lieutenant governor in 1856. When Governor 
William Henry Bissell died in 1860, Wood became the state’s 12th governor. During his 
time in Springfield, he befriended Abraham Lincoln and let him use the state capitol for 
his 1860 presidential campaign. During his ten months as governor, Wood is credited for 
reorganizing the Illinois militia at the eve of the Civil War. During the war, he was the 
Quartermaster General of Illinois. After the war, Wood built an octagonal stone house 
and left his Greek Revival residence to his son, Daniel. Wood lost his fortune in1875, 
moved back into his original home and died at the age of 81 in 1880.         
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION  
 

A. General Statement: 
 
1. Architectural Character: The Governor John Wood House is the archetypical 

Greek Revival wood-frame residence in Illinois. With its tetrastyle colossal 
portico, Roman-pitched tympanum gable roof, and elaborate window and door 
surrounds, the house embodies all the ideas of the popular early 19th century 
architecture style, the Greek Revival.        
       

2. Condition of fabric: The current state of the Governor John Wood House is good. 
Both the buildings and grounds are well maintained. It has been managed by the 
Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County since 1906.    
        

B. Description of the Exterior:  
 
1. Overall dimensions: Comprised of a temple-form two story front block with a 

story-and-a-half east wing, the Governor John Wood House is 28 feet in width 
and 93 feet in length.  

 
2. Foundations: The foundations are ashlar laid limestone. Stone piers support the 

porticos; there is wood lattice panels set between them.     
        

3. Exterior Walls: The walls are covered with wood weatherboard, which is painted 
white.  

    
4. Interior Walls: The interior walls are plastered with a float finish.    

        
5. Porches, stoops, balconies, bulkheads: A colossal tetrastyle Doric columned 

portico is the predominant feature of its west facing façade. There are small one-
story two-columned porches, located on the north and south elevations. These 
porches are supported by ornate square columns with bases and capitals. Behind 
the large archway on the south elevation, there is a bulkhead that leads into the 
cellar and a winding stairway that goes up to the second floor. The southeast 
corner has a small covered porch supported by two square posts, decorative 
acorns adorn both the center of the archway and the center of the side porch.    
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6. Chimneys: There are four red brick chimneys—one for the living room and 
master bedroom above it, one for the daughter’s bedroom, one for a servants’ 
room and bedroom above, and, at the far east end, a chimney for the servants’ 
room on the first floor and the nursery on the second floor. In the attic, the 
chimneys come together by an arch. The chimneys are laid in an English bond 
pattern.          
  

7. Openings:          
  
A. Doorways and Doors: The doorways have elaborate tympanum capped 

casings on the interior for the living room, dining room and parlor. The 
interior doorways for the bedrooms and halls have elaborate casings with 
corner rosettes. The doors are all Christian-cross six raised paneled doors. 
Side porch doors have nine-lite fixed panes and raised panels.    

 
B. Windows and Shutters: The windows are all six-over-six double-hung sash 

wooden windows. All the windows have wood louvered shutters and the two 
side entrance doors have wood louvered shutters.      
           

8. Roof: The gable roofs are covered with wood shingles.  
      

C. Description of the Interior:  
 

1. Floor Plans: The first and second floor plans consist of a side entry and stair hall, 
located on the north side, which is flanked by a front parlor on the first floor and 
the master bedroom on the second floor. East of the front entry hall, there is a 
front parlor which opens to a study that was originally designed to be a porch on 
the south side. A long and narrow meeting room is adjacent to the family parlor 
and it spans the entire width of the house. The dining room and exterior south 
alcove is adjacent to the meeting room. The rear of the first floor consists of the 
pantry and kitchen. A wide hall, spanning north-to-south, is adjacent to the master 
bedroom and a narrow corridor bifurcates the remaining two-thirds of the second 
floor. Five bedrooms and a primitive bathroom, built specifically for Governor 
Wood, are located off the corridor. The nursery/servants room is located above 
the kitchen and is served by a small stairway.          
     

1. Stairways: There is a narrow winding stairway, next to the front entrance of the 
building. It has simple pickets and narrow newel posts. A second, servants’ 
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stairway is located on the east end of the building in the kitchen. A third exterior 
stairway is in the south alcove.  

2. Flooring: Ornamental carpeting is found in the front parlor and the dining room.
White pine plank flooring is in all other rooms.

3. Walls and Ceilings: All the walls and ceilings are covered with plaster with a float
finish. Ornamental plaster rosettes, centered in front parlor and dining room,
aesthetically support chandeliers. Molded plaster cornices are featured in the front
parlor, dining room, main hallways, and the master bedroom.

4. Openings:

a. Doorways and Doors: The windows and the window trim are described in
Section B—Doorways and Doors.

b. Windows: The windows and the window trim are described in Section B—
Windows.

5. Decorative Features and Trim: Throughout the building, there are elaborate
molded baseboards, casings, and cornices. There are elaborate decorative mantels
in the front parlor, dining room, and the master bedroom.

6. Hardware: Hardware is silver plated and the door locks have porcelain knobs.

7. Mechanical Equipment:

a. Heating, Air Conditioning, Ventilation: A modern heat pump forced air
system was installed by the current owners ten years ago. Air conditioning
condensers are located at the rear of the house.

b. Plumbing: John Wood built a bathroom for himself on the second floor.
Neither water or sewer served it; servants furnished the water for the long
wooden bathtub.

c. Lighting: Oil fueled brass chandeliers are featured in the front parlor, meeting
room, dining room, and the master bedroom.
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D. Site:

1. Historic Landscape Plan: The house lot covers one half of a city block, along
Twelfth and State Streets. A decorative wood fence with elaborate double gates
set the house’s grounds from the city sidewalks. A carriage drive is located on the
north side of the house, while a circular walk crosses the front yard leading to the
front portico. Numerous deciduous trees are in the west and south yards. There is
a parking lot located behind the building, at the west end of the site.

2. Outbuildings: Wood’s original log cabin structure is located at the southeast
corner of the lot. There is also a stuccoed small story-and-a-half cottage, which is
located north of the residence.

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) Historic and Architectural Resources Geographic 
Database (HARGIS). Accessed on March 15, 2017. 
https://www2.illinois.gov/ihpa/Preserve/Pages/HARGIS.aspx 

John Wood Mansion National Register of Historic Places Nomination 

PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION 
This history was submitted with measured drawings, field notes, and photographs of the John 
Wood House for the 2017 Peterson Prize Student Drawing Competition by students at the School 
of Architecture, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The Faculty Supervisor was Paul 
Hardin Kapp, AIA, LEED AP, Associate Professor of Architecture.  

The contributing delineators were:  
Jeffrey Anderson 
Carlos Diaz Luque 
Xiaochin Fan 
Josep Foraste Gomez 
Ignacio Fernandez De Castro Serra 
Claire T. McDermott 
Kristen M. Reifschneider 
Elsa K. Reifsteck 
Raphael Rogali 
Travis J. Schiess 
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