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FORT SHERIDANj GUARDHOUSE 
(Building No. 33) 

HABS 
ILL, 
49-FTSH, 
1/7- 

West side of Lyster Road between Non-Comtnissioned 
Officers* Quarters (Building no. 91) on the south and 
the Post Theatre (Building no. 180) on the north, 
Fort Sheridan, Lake County, Illinois. 

USGS Highland Park Quadrangle, Universal Transverse 
Mercator Coordinates: 16.432700.4673780. 

United States Army. 

Museum and Confinement Facility. 

The Guardhouse is one of the most architecturally 
notable of the Holabird and Roche designs at Fort 
Sheridan.  A brick portico dominates the central 
facade, and rows of narrow arched windows pierce the 
two side wings. It has served as a guardhouse since 
its construction in 1890 to the present. It was 
heavily used in the 1960s during the period of the 
Vietnam war.  Part of the building now houses the 
post museum. The south wing is currently utilized as 
a minimum security confinement facility. All the 
cell blocks remain intact. 

PART I.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

A. Physical History 

1. Date of erection:  1890. 

2. Architect:  Holabird and Roche, Chicago. 

3. Original and subsequent owners: U.S. Army from date of 
construction to the present. 

4. Contractor: Williams and Company. Completed by Reichelt and 
Company, Chicago. 
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5. Original plan and construction: A rectangular building 
constructed of buff-cream brick with a portico across the 
facade. The roof is a gable on hip with the ridge of the 
roof running east-west and the entrance in the east end. Its 
original capacity was seventy-two prisoners. 

6. Additions and alterations: Two long flanking wings also 
designed by Holabird and Roche and constructed of the same 
buff-cream brick were added in 1905-1906 bringing the total 
capacity of the building up to one hundred and twenty 
prisoners.  The wings were built at right angles to the main 
block and have gable-on-hip roofs running north-south. The 
original tin covering on the roof was replaced by composition 
shingles. Hipped dormers on the facade and sides and cupolas 
on the ridge of the roof at the front and back have been 
removed. 

B. Sources of Information: 

1. Original Architectural Drawings: 

Center for Cartographic and Architectural Archives, Record 
Group 77,  Miscellaneous Forts File, National Archives and 
Records Service, Washington, D.C. Elevation and section, 
1888.  Plan, 1888. Plan and elevations, n.d. 

Center for Cartographic and Architectural Archives, Record 
Group 92, Blue Print File, National Archives and Records 
Service, Washington, D.C. Addition to Guardhouse, 1902. 

Holabird and Root, 300 West Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois 
60606. Plans and elevations for the original building 
and for the addition, n.d. The drawings are water 
damaged. 

2. Old Views: 

Mackern, H.G. Fort Sheridan: At Attention and Rest, 
Chicago, H.G. Mackern, 1897- n.p. 

Views of Fort Sheridan, Record Group 92, Audio Visual 
Archives, National Archives and Records Service, 
Washington, D.C.  Reference no, 92-F-61A-15. 

3. Bibliography: 

Papers Relating to Fort Sheridan. Office of the 
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Quartermaster General, Consolidated Correspondence 
Files, 1784-1915 and Office of the Quartermaster 
General, Construction Division, Record Group 92 
(contains specifications), National Archives and 
Records Service, Washington, D.C. 

Real Property Records, Directorate of Facilities 
Engineering, Fort Sheridan, Illinois- 

Prepared by Sally Kress Tompkins 
Architectural Historian 
Historic American Buildings 

Survey 
June, 1979 

PART II.  ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 

A. General Statement 

1. Architectural character: The portico on the central block 
and the bands of narrow arched windows on the flanking wings 
make this Holabird and Roche design along with the Barracks 
the most Richardsonian Romanesque of the post buildings.  It 
is also reminiscent of the massive fortifications which 
characterize European military architecture. 

2. Condition of fabric:  Excellent. 

B. Description of Interior 

1. Over-all dimensions: The one story building has a central 
block seven bays across measuring 63' by 184' by 14' and two 
flanking wings each of which is eight bays across and 
measures 26r by 63' by 14*. There is a full basement. 

2. Foundations: Limestone rubble* 

3. Wall construction, finish and color: Buff-cream brick laid 
in common bond. 

4. Structural system; Brick bearing wall. The exterior walls 
at the basement level are 24" thick. 

5. Porch: A five-bay porch covers the facade of the original 
central block. It is inset under a hipped roof. Six brick 
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piers with inset bands of stone and modified stone capitals 
support a stone architrave. Above the architrave, groupings 
of banded narrow arched openings pierce the brick wall. 
These arches are formed by double rowlocks. Two sets of 
concrete stairs with metal handrails provide access to the 
porch, which is enclosed by decorative cast iron railings 
painted a peach color. A black cast iron sign holder hangs 
from the wall to the side of the main entrance. 

6. Chimneys: There are two buff-cream brick chimneys. One is 
located near the north end on the west side of the roof.  Its 
upper section has been rebuilt with pink-red bricks. The 
second is located to the south of the ridge of the roof on 
the original central block near the front. It appears to be 
original. 

7. Openings 

a- Doorways and doors: There are four arched entrances on 
the facade at the first floor level. The arches are 
formed by gauged brick, and the tympanums are infilled 
with wood painted a peach color. The doors are glass 
with metal frames. The main entrance in the central 
block has double doors. Access to the basement is 
provided by two doors, one in the south wing and one in 
the north wing. The doors are wood with single lights. 

There are no entrances on the north and south sides. On 
the rear, five metal doors, four into the first floor 
level and one into the basement are reached by concrete 
stairs. The basement door has an alarm above it. These 
doors provide access into storage areas at the rear of 
the building. 

The frames and doors are painted a peach color. 

b. Windows: The windows are formed by rounded gauged brick 
arches and have limestone sills. The five windows in the 
facade of the central block measure 3'6" across. On the 
wings and on the rear of the building narrow single sash 
windows, which measure 1'8" across, are interspersed with 
the larger windows. The larger windows are double hung 
sash with the number of lights varying from one over one, 
to four over one and one over four. 

The basement windows have flat gauged brick arches. 
Stone light wells are built around the windows on the 
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north and west. The south side contains no basement 
windows.  Some of the windows on the rear and front have 
been infilled with brick. 

The majority of the windows are barred. Bars and frames 
are painted a peach color. 

8. Roof: 

a. Shape, covering: The roof on the original block is a 
gable on a hip.  The roofs on the flanking wings are also 
gable-on-a-hip and intersect with the main roof at right 
angles. The roofs are covered with asphalt shingles. 

b. Cornices, eaves: Overhanging eaves have wide soffits and 
outriggers, both painted a peach color.  A frieze 
completely encircles the buildings. It is formed by a 
projecting row of stretchers and a dentil course of 
projecting and recessed brick on edge. 

9. Other features:  A bronze plaque giving the original function 
of the building and date of its construction is attached to 
the facade. 

C. Description of Interior 

1. Floor plans 

a. Basement: The basement in the south wing is used as 
offices and storage areas.  It is entered from the rear 
of the building. The basement in the central block 
containing the furnace room is entered from a door in the 
south wing facade. Beyond the furnace room are several 
additional rooms, which are empty. The basement in the 
north wing contains a row of six solitary confinement 
cells and is entered from the north wing facade. 

b. First floor: The south wing is still utilized as a 
confinement facility. Several small offices in the front 
of the building open on to a large room which contains 
two cell blocks in the center of the room leaving a 
narrow passageway on all four sides. Latrines and 
showers are in rooms along the south wall. 

The central block and the north wing are currently 
utilized as a museum.  The front of the central block 
area contains a large display room and two offices. 
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Behind these is a large room with two cell blocks and a 
row of solitary confinement cells with a narrow 
passageway around the outside.  The passageway running in 
front of the cell blocks is continuous with that in the 
south wing but cut off from it by a barred door. The 
north wing contains what were originally a chapel, mess 
hall, kitchen and pantry, now utilized as display rooms. 

2. Stairways:  There are no interior stairways. 

3. Flooring: The floors in the basement and in the cell blocks 
on the first floor are concrete. Painted lines in the cell 
blocks were used by prisoners lining up for inspection. The 
floors in the rest of the rooms have been covered with 
linoleum tile. 

4. Wall and ceiling finish:  The walls throughout are painted 
brick or stone except in the chapel where the walls are 
painted plaster. The ceilings are unfinished in the 
basement.  On the first floor the ceilings in the south wing 
and in the central block are plastered; in the north wing 
they are stamped tin. 

5. Openings: The doors in both wings and the rear of the 
central block are constructed of interlaced steel bands.  The 
entrance from the central block into the mess hall in the 
north wing was constructed with a brick arch and is wider 
than the other doorways.  The banded steel door at this 
entrance is V-shaped with a narrow opening on the side of the 
V allowing one person to pass through.  The doors to the cell 
blocks in the central section and to the solitary confinement 
cells in the basement are painted black; those in the north 
wing and the south wing are painted a gray-green. 

6. Hardware:  The doors to the cell blocks and to the solitary 
confinement cells are locked with keys and locks made by 
Folger Adams in Joliet, Illinois using prison labor. The 
locks were also controlled by a mechanism known as a "gang 
lock." A lever in a metal box in the passageway outside the 
cells can open or lock all the doors in that block 
simultaneously in case of emergencies such as riots, escape 
attempts, or fires. 

7. Mechanical equipment: The building was constructed with 
indoor plumbing and steam heat. The present steam heating 
system relies on oil rather than on coal as it did earlier. 
Electricity was available to the post as early as 1890, 
although the original lighting may have been by gas. 
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8.  Notable original furniture: The four cell blocks are 
constructed of interlaced steel bands painted gray-green. 
The banded steel forms the sides and the tops of the cells. 
Each of the cell blocks had a capacity of from twenty to 
twenty-five prisoners. 

The banded steel continues up to the ceiling in the row of 
solitary confinement cells on the first floor cutting them 
off from the group cell blocks. 

The six solitary confinement cells in the basement are formed 
by brick walls reaching to the ceiling with banded steel 
doors. 

D. Site: The guardhouse faces east with the ridge of the roof of 
the central block running east-west. It is situated we3t of the 
barracks on a road that runs south from the western end of the 
parade grounds. Immediately south of the building are two double 
houses designed as Non-Commissioned Officers' Quarters. 

Prepared by Sally Kress Tompkins 
Architectural Historian 
Historic American Buildings 

Survey 
June, 1979. 

PART III.  PROJECT INFORMATION 

This project was undertaken by the Historic American Buildings Survey 
(HABS) under the auspices of Interagency Archeological Services, Atlanta 
and funded by the U.S. Department of Army, Fort Sheridan, Illinois.  It 
included a historical and architectural survey of the fort to provide the 
necessary data for implementation of the Fort Sheridan Historic 
District.  Documentation was obtained on thirty-one buildings.  The 
survey and documentation were accomplished by Sally Kress Tompkins, an 
architectural historian on the HABS staff, under the direction of John 
Poppeliers, Chief of HABS; Kenneth Anderson, Principal Architect; Carolyn 
Pitts, Principal Historian; and Allen Chambers, architectural historian 
and editor.  The photographs were taken by William Kumpf of Architectural 
Camera, Chicago. 
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