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Location: 
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SHOSHONE FALLS HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT, 
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(Building No. 212) 

HAER NO. ID-45-K 

The stone cellar (Building No. 212) is located east 
Substation, directly above the powerhouse access road, and the 
base of a rocky outcrop. 

USGS Twin Falls, Idaho Quadrangle, 
UTM Coordinates: ~Q{\4!. \ \ 
Building 212: 713072mE, 4719377mN. 

Dates of Construction: 1921 

Engineer: 

Builder: 

Present Owner: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

Historian: 

Project Information: 

W.G. Hamilton (Sponsor Engineer, Electric Bond & Share Co.) 

Phoenix Construction Company, Phoenix 

Idaho Power Company 
1221 West Idaho Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

Storage 

The stone cellar (Building No. 212) was the second building 
constructed in 1921 by the Idaho Power Company as part of its 
1920-1921 expansion of the hydroelectric facility. This low
slung stone building, which butts up against the adjacent rocky 
outcrop, originally served as a root cellar for domestic storage 
as part of the facility's Operator's Village. 

Sheri Murray Ellis, May 2007. 
James W. Steely, May 2007. 

Between May and December 2007, SWCA Environmental Consultants documented the 
hydroelectric complex, under guidance of the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER). 
Project manager Sheri Murray Ellis (SWCA) coordinated with historian and photographer James 
W. Steely to complete the HAER documentation. Archives for the Shoshone Falls Hydroelectric 
Project are located at the Idaho Power Company (IPC) headquarters in Boise, Idaho, and at the 
public library in Twin Falls, Idaho. Records from the IPC archives were provided to SWCA by 
Mr. Shane Baker, Senior Archaeologist for IPC. 
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Historic and Engineering Context: 

The Shoshone Falls Hydroelectric Project 1) encompasses a unique tunnel and penstock system 
that was constructed with great effort in a remote landscape; 2) was adapted to the severe 
environmental constraints created by the deep and narrow Snake River Gorge; 3) captured a 
natural water source and used innovative design methods to generate substantial hydroelectric 
power out of a precipitous elevation change in the Snake River; 4) is an early and enduring 
example of a high-head hydroelectric complex in Idaho; 5) made significant contributions to the 
development and expansion of the electrified irrigation system of the Twin Falls/Magic Valley 
region; and 6) has operated continuously for at least 100 years. 

Additionally, the facility has made significant contributions to the development and maintenance 
of the local tourism industry; Idaho Power Company, current operator of the hydroelectric 
project, has entered into an agreement with local municipalities to provide a minimum of 300 
cubic feet per second of water flow over Shoshone Falls, a popular tourist site, during the yearly 
tourist season. 

Character Defining Attributes 

The stone cellar, Building No. 212, is a 
small, mortared stone structure built into a 
rocky outcrop above the powerhouse 
access road and above the Cliff Substation. 
The stones composing the walls are hand 
hewn (shaped) and are of basalt (igneous 
rock). Two dry-laid stone retaining walls 
extend out from the building, holding back 
the adjacent slope. The building has a 
shallow gable roof, which is composed of 
concrete covered with rocks, soil, and 
vegetation. A vent pipe extends out of the 
roof of the building, along the peak of the 
gable. 

Building 212; view to the east. Photo taken May 2007. 

The building measures approximately 22 feet wide by at least 12 feet deep. Each internal room 
measures 8 feet wide by 11 feet 3 inches deep. The walls of the building, which served as a cold 
storage structure for perishable items1, measure approximately 16 inches thick. 

Building 212 contains two rooms, each accessed by a separated outside doorway located in the 
west wall of the building. Each doorway is topped by an 8-inch thick concrete lintel. The doors 

1 Stacy, Susan M. 1995. Shoshone Falls Power Plant: A Reconnaissance-Level Survey of Historic Structures for 
Shoshone Falls Hydroelectric Project FERC #2778. Prepared for Idaho Power Company, Boise. 
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present in the openings in 2007 appear to be the original, 1921 doors and are wood frame 
paneled doors with diagonal tongue-and-groove panels. 
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