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Location: 

HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 
COVE HYDROELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT, 

GARAGE 

HAER No. ID-43-M 

The garage is located to the southeast of the Cover power 
house (HAER ID-43-J), on the east bank of the Bear River and 
at the base of a basalt bench. 

USGS Grace Power Plant, Idaho Quadrangle, 
TM Coordinates: 
Garage:434903mE, 470715lrnN. 

Dates of Construction: 1916-1917 

Engineer: 

Builder: 

Present Owner: 

Present Use: 

Significance: 

Historian: 

Project Information: 

R.J. McClelland (Chief Engineer, EBASCo.) 

Phoenix Construction Company (General Contractor) 

Rocky Mountain Energy 
825 NE Multnomah 
Portland, OR 97232 

Idle (ca. March 2003 to August 2006; Slated for demolition in 
Autumn 2006/Winter 2007) 

The garage is the last remaining structural component of the 
former company housing complex that once served as Ii ving 
quarters for operators of the Cove Hydroelectric Development 
and their families. 

Sheri Murray Ellis, May 2006. 
James W. Steely, May 2006. 

Between March and August 2006, SWCA Environmental Consultants documented the 
hydroelectric complex, under guidance of the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER). 
Project manager Sheri Murray Ellis (SWCA) coordinated with historian and photographer James 
W. Steely to complete the HAER documentation. Archives for the Cove Hydroelectric 
Development are located at the PacifiCorp headquarters in Portland, Oregon, at the PacifiCorp 
regional office in Salt Lake City, Utah, and at the Utah State Historical Society History Center in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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The Cove Hydroelectric Development 1) encompasses a unique flume system that was 
constructed with great effort in a remote landscape; 2) captured a natural water source and used 
innovative design methods to eke additional hydroelectric power out of a relatively short section 
of the Bear River; 3) was an early example of a low-head hydroelectric complex in Idaho; and 4) 
operated continuously for 87 years. 

Additionally, the facility contributed to the irrigation system of the Gem Valley, the communities 
within which are dependent on an agricultural economy; an agreement between Utah Power & 
Light, and its subsequent derivations, guaranteed a certain volume of water for the irrigation 
system to be provided through the diversion facilities operated as part of the Cove complex. 

Character Defining Attributes 

A small lean-to style garage is all that remains of the former residential complex that was located 
to the southeast of the Cove power house. This residential complex, which housed company 
workers, once included at least three bungalow cottages, three small coal sheds, and one garage. 
The garage is located in the southern portion of the former residential area. It is a simple wood 
frame structure clad in corrugated metal sheeting. The building rests on a concrete slab 
foundation with low foundation walls along the rear and sides of the structure. The foundation 
wall along the south elevation of the building only extends for 2 feet along the elevation, 
whereas the foundation wall along the north elevation extends the entire length of the elevation. 
The lean-to style roof of the building slopes downward from west to east, reaching a maximum 
height of approximately 13 feet at the front of the building and a low of approximately 6 feet at 
the rear of the building. Rafter tails are exposed along the slight front and rear eaves of the roof, 
and purlins are exposed along the side eaves. The building measures approximately 37 feet long 
by 20 feet deep. 

Cove Garage at former company 
housing site, north and west 
elevations, 2006. 

Cove Garage at former company 
housing site, south and west 
elevations, 2006. 
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The west elevation constitutes the building's principal fa~ade. This elevation is characterized by 
four large doorways. The northernmost doorway measures 9 feet 5 inches wide and 
approximately 7.5 feet tall. This opening holds a wooden panel, swing-up garage door. A cast-in
place concrete ramp measuring approximately 10 feet by 10 feet leads up to the opening. A 
makeshift basketball hoop is present over this doorway. The remaining three doorways in the 
elevation are all of equal height, 8 feet 3 inches, but vary in width. The northern of these three 
openings measures 8 feet 10 inches wide, while the central opening measures 8 feet 7 inches 
wide. The southernmost of the three openings measures 9 feet wide. All three openings hold 
double, wood frame swinging doors clad in corrugated sheet metal. No ramps lead up to these 
openings. 

Cove Garage at former 
company housing site, 
example of door latches, 
2006. 

The north elevation of the building contains a single window opening but no other notable 
structural details. The opening is located centrally in the elevation and consists of a small (2 feet 
5 inches by 2 feet 5 inches), square, wood frame opening with a wooden surround. There was no 
window in the opening at the time of documentation. 

The south elevation of the building contains two window openings but no other notable structural 
details. The openings are identical in size and shape to the opening in the north elevation. Both 
openings were in-filled with fiberglass sheeting at the time of documentation. One opening is 
located in the eastern half of the elevation, and the other is located in the western third of the 
elevation. 

There are no window openings, doorways, or 
other notable structural details in the east 
elevation of the building. 

Cove Garage at former 
company housing site, 
north and west 
elevations, 2006. 
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