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GOWEN FIELD, RECREATION BUILDING 
(Building No. 303) 
HAER No. ID-36-C 

303 Fourth A venue, Boise Air Field (Gowen Field), Boise, Idaho 
83705 

Idaho Air National Guard, Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho 

Recreation building, museum 

Auditorium, but not currently in use 

Date of Construction: April 1941 

Builder: 

Significance: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Portland District 

This building is one of the only remaining World War II properties 
at Gowen Field that retains a high level of integrity and evokes the 
wartime era that distinguished the installation's service. 
Outwardly, building 303 projects the austere but identifiable 
qualities of World War II temporary design, expressed in a 
typically long gabled form, wood siding, and multiple light, 
double-hung sash windows. While most of Gowen Field's historic 
building stock, particularly from the Second World War, has been 
severely altered or demolished, building 303 claims National 
Register significance for strong architectural values representative 
of a property type, and conveys important historical realities about 
the key role of the Air National Guard in augmenting the nation's 
aerial defense. The building also expresses the larger role played 
by Gowen Field in the life and economy of the Boise area during 
the war and beyond. 

PART I. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

A. Physical History: 

1. Date of erection: Construction of building 303 was begun at the same 
time as the rest of the main cantonment properties were erected at 
Gowen Field. Construction of the field commenced in early 1941; 
buildings in the Operation Section, including building 303 were 
completed in April 1941. 
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2. Architect: Colonel Charles D. Hartman Quartermaster Corps, 
U.S. Army (later Brigadier General) and his staff produced and 
revised the 700 Series plan that were used in the construction of 
Building 303 at Gowen Field. The plan is identified as 700-310 
(TH-2). The plan was repeated as designed at several installations 
around the country, including Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. 

3. Original and subsequent owners: Upon completion in 1941, 
Gowen Field's properties were owned by the U.S. Army. The land 
upon which Gowen Field and buildings are located is owned by the 
City of Boise, Idaho, and leased by the Department of the Air 
Force, Air National Guard. 

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: The Corps, Portland District, 
contracted with local construction firms of J. 0. Jordan and Son, 
and the Morrison Knudsen Company to build the cantonment at 
Gowen Field. Lumber was supplied by Hill Lumber, Boise. In 
1941 it was reported that 1,000 local personnel were employed in 
the construction of Gowen Field. 1 

5. Original Plans and Construction: Over the course of this 
documentation records were searched at the Portland and Seattle 
districts, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, neither of which 
possess the original drawings for building 303. Files search at 
the National Archives and Records Administration, Pacific Alaska 
Region (Seattle) produced no drawings. No original drawings of 
building 303 have been found at Gowen Field. The identical 
building (700 Series 700-310) was located in HAER records 
produced for Camp Edwards, Massachusetts. Subsequently, 
scanned original drawings of the identical plan were provided by 
the Corps of Engineers Engineering Laboratory, Champaign, 
Illinois, and are reproduced here. 

6. Alterations and additions: The building's exterior is mostly intact, 
aside from a fairly major porch addition constructed in recent 
years. South Gabled End: Here the added porch eclipses the 
original paired, five-panel wooden entrance doors. Originally, 
display boards announcing events flanked each side of the entry. 
Today, the porch projects as a gabled roof clad with plywood, and 

March 8, 1941, Idaho Statesman, Boise, Idaho. 
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supported by plain square wood columns resting on a raised 
concrete platform accessed by steps and handicapped ramps. Entry 
is through metal double doors. Simple metal tube railings 
surround the steps and platform. 

Other modifications to this elevation include the infill of an upper 
gable window opening with wood siding, as well as painted out 
glazing on the double-hung sash windows. One window unit 
features a wire mesh covering. West Elevation: The original, 
wood shed-roofed hoods over each double-hung sash window are 
intact but appear to incorporate replacement materials. These 
elements are supported by plain brackets. The paired wood doors 
at the North/Northwest comer have been replaced with metal units. 
South Elevation: This gabled end of the building exhibits only one 
change, the infilling with wood siding of a single leaf door. East 
Elevation: The double-hung sash windows on this elevation also 
retain the original wood shed-roofed hoods found on the West 
elevation, and have been similarly upgraded. In addition, a former 
double-door entrance toward the Northeast comer has been in
filled with wood siding. 

Interior: The interior has sustained the greatest alteration, to 
include the partitioning of the front half of the building, 
plasterboard walls, new doors, and dropped ceilings of acoustical 
tile. The back half of the building is relatively intact, presenting 
the original stage/proscenium, side stairway, high flat ceiling, 
horizontal wood wainscot, and some original single bulb light 
fixtures. The original stage dressing rooms that flanked the stage 
have been removed. 

B. Historical Context: 

Building 303 is the best preserved of Gowen's World War II era 
structures, projecting the hurried nature of wartime buildup in the United 
States and its far-reaching impacts on local communities such as Boise. 
Built from a standardized 700 plan for a temporary recreation hall, the 
subject building embodies the expedient but highly successful use of stock 
plans at similar cantonments. Intended as temporary, such plans left a 
recognizable yet rapidly disappearing pattern of wooden buildings and 
structures throughout the country's military installations. These buildings 
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capture the thrift, technology, and innovation spurred by America's 
sudden entry into the Second World War. Recreation building 303 also 
recalls the leisure and social provisions at Gowen Field during World War 
II, and forms a critical piece of the former Operations Area. Gowen Field 
originated with the city of Boise's aspirations to create a modem and 
efficient commercial airfield with military potential. The use of part of 
Boise Field by the U.S. Air Corps also reflects a national pattern during 
World War II of adapting existing airfields for military purposes. 

The pursuit of civilian airfields for military service began in the 1930s, 
when the nation focused it defense planning on aerial resources (bombers), 
believing that future wars would be fought less on the ground than in the 
air. With anxiety over the growing turmoil in Europe, the Army's aerial 
branch, the Air Corps began evaluating civilian airports capabilities. 
Communities such as Boise responded eagerly and began their pitch to 
attract funding that could ripple into local economies through construction 
contracts and a potential influx of new resident consumers. 

Although the national trend of adapting existing airfields for military use 
was well underway in the late 1930s, no such commitment had been made 
to Boise. In spite of a sparse population as compared to other western 
U.S. cities in the mid twentieth century, Boise's geographical and physical 
attributes made it highly competitive to attract U.S. Air Corps interest just 
before America entered World War II. What made Boise especially 
appealing was the prior construction of Boise Field. 

From the beginning, city officials had planned their new municipal airfield 
with ambitions far beyond commercial air service. The 960-acre tract 
emerged during The Depression from a sagebrush landscape near the 
Oregon Trail, 3.5 miles south of Boise's commercial center. Business and 
industrial leaders touted the field as the most modem of its kind, the 
largest in the nation, and capable of elevating the city's economic goals as 
nothing before. 

Largely supported by federal funds through the Works Projects 
Administration ($316,000) and augmented by $64,000 in city 
contributions, the facility was ripe to expand its federal role as a military 
airfield. The total cost of nearly a half million dollars was a relative 
bargain, owing to Boise's easily adaptable terrain and close availability of 
equipment and building materials. Recycling of materials from the old 
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airport hangar by WP A builders in their construction of new airport 
facilities further economized the project.2 

Local officials were avidly promoting the use of Boise Field for military 
use even as the airport was being completed. Period newspaper accounts 
praised the modernity, size, and efficiency of Boise's new field, and had 
visions of new neighborhoods and commercial areas to serve the hoped
for military families that would burgeon the city's population. 

Occupying a roughly central location in the western states, Boise had only 
two main competitors in the quest to secure an army base. Salt Lake City 
and Ogden, Utah had long championed their assets, claiming ideal 
locations roughly equidistant from the major urban centers of the west and 
their military installations. In fact, Boise trumped the Ogden with a 
location even more convenient to the most important western military 
bases, and claimed better air and climate for plane takeoffs and landings 
(FIGURE 1). 

Just after military officials toured Boise's new air facility in 1939 and 
exclaimed its potential, the city learned that Ogden had been awarded 10 
million dollars for an army depot project, to include enlargement of the 
flying field. At the same time, Denver was funded for a mechanical and 
technical training school. Because these projects were viewed as the last 
to satisfy the Wilcox bill's mandate to secure strategic bases throughout 
the nation, Boise's hopes for military designation were dashed. The city 
feared for the future of its modem airfield, which was becoming a 
financial liability with revenue shortfalls. 

Still, the Boise field's undeniable qualities continued to attract military 
support. The city's fortunes reversed in September 1940 when Adjutant 
General McConnel pressed officials at the Ninth Corps Army 
Headquarters in San Francisco to consider Boise for an air base. By 
January 1941, a positive answer was secured and the Idaho Statesman 
cited particulars and a completion date only eight months out. Contracts 
were signed immediately and by mid-February, twenty percent of the 
administration and housing facilities were completed, one of which was 
recreation building 303, located in an administrative and personnel 

2 "Airport Ideal For Army Use, Idaho Statesman, Boise, Idaho, undated article on file at the Idaho Military Historical Museum. 
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FIGURE 1. "Boise Natural Hub of the West's Aerial Empire." Map drawing promoted 
Boise as ideally situated to serve western air bases. (Source: Idaho Statesman, undated 
article, ca. 1938) 
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services block that included the adjacent and now-remodeled mess hall 
and theater 303 (FIGURE 2).3 

Expediency was key to the success of these airfield projects. To 
streamline project completion, the Air Corps looked to the Corps of 
Engineers to assume control of all construction projects throughout the 
country. By 1941 Congress transferred all construction functions to the 

FIGURE 2. Operations Area, ca. 1945. Building 303 is at the upper right comer; 
the remaining mess hall is immediately left, and the theater is at the far upper left 
comer. Administration buildings also remain today, and are located in the lower 
half of the photograph. Much of the open space depicted here has since been in
filled with more modem buildings. (Source: Idaho Military Historical Museum) 

3 "A Brief History of Gowen Field From 1941-1946," produced by the Idaho Military Historical Museum. 
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Corps. Both permanent and temporary construction, such as building 303, 
characterized these projects.4 As was true of Gowen Field, the Air Corps 
directed that construction on all privately leased land should be limited to 
temporary buildings, including hangars and control towers. Fittingly, 
buildings such as 303 conform to this mandate in the use of a 
Quartermaster General 700 series plan, but have endured far beyond their 
temporary expectations. 

As the nation mobilized for war in Europe, pressures mounted to house a 
massive build up of troops and personnel. The army responded by 
expanding its World War I program of efficient and interchangeable 
building designs known as the 600 Series. The standardized approach was 
retrieved and evolved from 1928 plans to redesign cantonment buildings. 
All construction was intended to be temporary, lasting no more than five 
years.5 Designated the 700 and 800 series, the World War II designs were 
simple in form - primarily long rectangular volumes with gabled roofs -
constructed of wood framing, and varied from one to two stories. Laid out 
in grid like regularity, the barracks in particular made a striking statement 
at any installation, and one that survives at Gowen Field. 

The two-story multi-unit dwellings for soldiers were often distinguished 
by a narrow pent-roof attached mid-point, above first story windows. 
Known as aqua media, the features were intended as weather shields, but 
drew moisture problems as well. Gowen's barracks exhibit this signature 
feature. Most other one-story buildings on base project the austerity of the 
700 series in their long rectangular footprints, gabled roofs with shallow 
exposed soffits, and multi-light, double-hung sash windows. 

Building 303 reflects another variant feature depicted on front elevation 
drawings for Recreation Hall 700-310 (TH-2). Window heads are treated 
with shallow pent hoods, much in the manner of the aqua media found on 
barracks. The window hoods remain only on the long elevations, and 
exhibit newer replacement wood materials. The building's high 

4 Information about "Department of Defense Facilities - Permanent Construction," was obtained from the following website: 
httrr;L' acc-www .apgca .army.mil : 8() 80/QTod/usacc/ cq/ con scrve/ww2__pill tm 

5 United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, "World War II and the U.S. Army Mobilization Program: A 
History of the 700 and 800 Series Cantonment Construction," pp. 3-7. 
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elevations, and the distance of the windows from the soffits may have 
compelled the use of the hoods for protection from sun and rain. 

Part of Gowen Field's first phase of construction, building 303 and its 
neighboring buildings comprised the social infrastructure of the base. Its 
centrality was conferred by a distinctive platting forming an axis leading 
from a formal elliptical drive, and ending along the flight line at the 
hangar (FIGURE 3). 

The fast pace of construction meant an initial boost to community 
payrolls, with a peak employment rate of 900 men. A nearby bombing 
range was also secured, a 2,560-acre tract of Federal Grazing Service 
Land located twenty miles south of the base. By May three-quarters of the 
project was completed, and labor numbers began to drop. Although the 
construction of Gowen Field pumped dollars into the local economy, it 
was the base's constant influx of servicemen and women that had the most 
lasting impact on the economic structure of Boise. 

In the summer of 1941 it was decided to name the new air base after a 
little known airman from neighboring Caldwell, First Lieutenant Paul R. 
Gowen, who died when his bomber crashed in Panama in 1938. 

By October 1941, Gowen's initial phase of construction, which included 
building 303 and other members of the Operations Area, was complete. 
Throughout the remainder of the year, additional buildings and 
infrastructure were built, including storage buildings, a pumping station, 
chemical warfare structures, and a $30,909 appropriation from the Works 
Progress Administration was applied to beautify the grounds with drives 
and walkways, parking, and plantings. 6 

A surge in military personnel at Gowen was felt in the community almost 
immediately, as various units arrived, raising the base population to almost 
1,100 men. The catastrophic events of Pearl Harbor reached Gowen Field, 
elevating personnel numbers even further, and introducing new cultural 
realities to Boiseans. The Women's Auxiliary Air Corps (WAACs) sent a 
contingent of 126 personnel to Gowen Field in 1942, and in March of that 
year, African American soldiers arrived on base, media coverage noting 

6 In addition to just built on-base multi-unit housing, 100 housing units were added in 1942 to provide for personnel at a site near 
Gowen Field, at the intersection of Overland and Latah streets. 
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FIGURE 3. "Boise Air Corps Cantonment," original sketch plat of the cantonment, 
depicting Building 303 ("85") in its central location behind the elliptical drive preceding 
the entrance. (Source: Undated map on file at the Idaho Military Historical Museum) 
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that local residents were captivated by the new arrivals.7 While reports 
praised the contributions of black soldiers throughout the military, 
segregation was deemed essential for preserving harmony on base. 

Although it was beyond the scope of this documentation, provisions for 
African American recreation and entertainment at Gowen Field is a 
subject that merits exploration. Given that segregation was mandated at 
military installations during the period, it likely that building 303 was 
reserved for white personnel, thereby raising the issue of whether or not 
similar facilities were provided for black soldiers. At Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona, for example, the high numbers of African Americans (Buffalo 
Soldiers) stationed there during World War II compelled the building of a 
separate recreation hall called a "Colored Troops Service Club." Like 
building 303, the Fort's building design also originated with the 
Quartermaster General's 700 series. 

By the middle of World War II, Gowen Field had become a significant 
combat crew training school, but by the end of the war its future was 
uncertain. Still, bomber training continued and bomber crews were 
increased for service in overseas missions. From a peak wartime 
population of 10,000, Gowen now counted only 190 soldiers and was in 
deactivation status. 

No longer viable in its former capacity, the entire Gowen facility was 
offered to the state of Idaho by the War Assets Administration. Since the 
state was not financially capable of caring for the field and its structures, 
the city resumed ownership. At the same time, the Corps of Engineers 
negotiated with Boise officials to retain several of the buildings, though 
building 303 and others remained in possession of the city. 

Gowen's semi-idle status was short-lived, as the formal organization of 
the Air National Guard soon gave it needed relevance. The Guard 
was integral to the looming Korean War, and in turn, Gowen Field 
was established as an Air National Guard (ANG) Training Site serving 
eight western states. 8 Over the following years, the Gowen's status 
changed somewhat and by 1961 was deemed no longer necessary as a 
training site, resulting in a "close out" action of the base. Taken over by 

7 "A Brief History of Gowen Field From 1941-1946," produced by the Idaho Military Historical Museum. 
8 Minutes of a Facilities Board Meeting (7 May 1981) recounts the status of Gowen Field facilities and its lease status throughout 
time, memo on file at the Idaho Military Historical Museum, Gowen Field. 
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the Army National Guard (ARNG), the field became a training site in 
1965, until the Air Force determined that Gowen Field was still under its 
lease. Today, both the Idaho Air National Guard and the Army National 
Guard operate Gowen's facilities under various lease arrangements with 
the city of Boise, and the Navy and Marines are also tenants. 

Through changing war and non-war time missions, the original buildings 
that comprised Gowen Field during World War II have been impacted by 
remodeling and demolition to an extent that few remain intact to evoke the 
historic era. Physically, the recreational hall (building 303) offers the 
most immediate visual and associative link to this era as it is retains the 
best integrity of the Operations Area buildings. Building 303 provided 
needed recreational pursuits for those stationed on base, and later adapted 
to new roles, most recently lending space and offices for the Idaho 
Military Historical Museum. Surprisingly, few historical images of the 
building have been located, possibly indicating that the best historical 
photographic records may reside in private collections. The pursuit of a 
social and oral history investigation of buildings such as the recreational 
hall could likely reveal much about the leisure time of those stationed at 
Gowen Field during the frenzied mobilization of the early 1940s. 

PART IL ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION: 

A. General Statement: 

1. Architectural Character: Like most of the military' s temporary 
World War II construction, building 303 projects simplicity 
common to most expedited wartime building projects. Lacking 
definitive style, the building is characterized by its long rectangular 
footprint, horizontal drop siding, gabled roof with shallow soffits, 
and repetitive placement of multi-light, double-hung sash 
windows. 

2. Condition of Fabric: Overall, building 303 is in good condition. 
The exterior exhibits some deterioration (dry rot) of wood siding 
and window units resulting from deferred maintenance. Paint is 
peeling and flaking in many places, with bare wood exposed 
beneath. More recent remodeling efforts - porch roof, bracketed 
window hoods, soffit rafters - appear in good condition. Interior 
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surfaces and finishes have been obscured by modem remodeling, 
lowered ceilings, and particleboard. 

B. Description of Exterior: 

1. Overall Dimensions: The rectangular footprint measures 99' 7" 
in length by 3 7' 6" in width. 

2. Foundations: As prescribed on original drawings for this building 
(700-310), there is no perimeter foundation, but instead, a series of 
foundation piers. 

3. Walls: Exterior walls present their original horizontal drop siding. 
A vertical wood skirting occurs between the sill level and grade. 

4. Structural System, framing: Framing consists of 2" x 8" joists, 16" 
center, primary piers on a 9' x 9' grid and secondaries on a 4' x 
9'3" grid. The gabled roof has a 5 to 12 slope and is covered with 
rolled asphalt cladding that is deteriorated in places. 

5. Porches, stoops: As built, the building lacked a porch; the main 
entrance was accessed only by two wooden steps. A concrete 
porch and handicapped access ramp features a wood gabled roof 
supported by square wooden columns was added in recent years. 

6. Chimneys: An original detached metal chimney flu remains at the 
southwest comer of the building. 

7. Openings: Original exterior opening locations are intact, though 
door units themselves have been replaced in some instances. 

a. Doorways and Doors: The front entrance doors and units 
are modem replacements; double glass doors have replaced 
the two original five-paneled wooden door units. 

b. Windows: Most windows are intact. An original multi
light double-hung sash window, one originally located 
above the entrance, and one on the opposite gable in the 
same location, have been removed and boarded over. 
Much of the original multi-light glazing on many of the 
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double-hung sash has been painted, and some windows 
have an added wire mesh covering. Windows on the long 
gabled sides feature shallow, shed-roofed hoods supported 
by brackets. The features are depicted on the front 
elevation drawings for building type TH-2 (pages 20-22). 

a. Shape, covering: The gabled roof has a 5 to 12 slope, and 
is clad with rolled asphalt material laid on 1" thick 
sheathing supported by 2" x 8" rafters at 2' on center. 

C. Description of Interior: 

1. Floor Plans: The original floor plan was characterized as a mostly 
open rectangular volume with a high flat ceiling, composition wall 
finish, horizontal board "wainscot," and wood flooring. The 
original stage area is located to the rear of the building and appears 
much as it did during the historic period. This area retains its 
wood flooring and finishes, and raised stage, though the original 
dressing rooms that flanked the stage and were entered by 
individual wood paneled doors have been removed. 

a. Basement: The building lacks a basement, and is raised 
above grade on concrete piers. 

b. Main Floor: The original open volume has been partially 
sub-divided with wood framing and plasterboard walls in 
the front two-thirds of the building. The rear (stage area) 
remains open and mostly intact, with exposed wood 
flooring, wood "wainscot," wood stage, and high flat 
ceilings. The rear (stage) area has been reconfigured with 
the removal of original wall partitions that provided an 
entrance from the rear gable of the building (photo 8). 

c. Attic: The building lacks an attic. Modern dropped 
ceilings in the front two-thirds of the building conceal the 
original ceiling, while the rear (stage area) still reflects flat 
wood ceiling construction, with some wood brackets 
exposed. 
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2. Stairways: The original wooden stairs flank both sides of the 
stage. 

3. Flooring: Flooring in the first two-thirds of the building (from 
main entry inward) is modem carpet covering original wood floors. 
Original wood flooring remains intact and exposed toward and in 
the rear stage area. 

4. Wall and ceiling :finishes: Originally :finished in simple 
composition board rising from a low horizontal wood "wainscot," 

these walls are now covered in plasterboard. Flat painted ceilings 
remain unaltered and exposed in places, though concealed in the 
front two-thirds of the building by dropped ceilings with acoustical 
tile panels. 

5. Openings: The location of openings remains mostly intact, though 
individual door units have been replaced. 

a. Doorways and doors: Most interior doors have been 
replaced with modem door leafs, and/or changed door openings. 
Additional modem doors also occur in partition walls. 

b. Windows: There are no interior windows. 

6. Decorative trim: As with most temporary World War II 
construction, the building lacked decorative treatments. 

7. Hardware: The original knob and lock sets in some of the doors, 
and the window bolt hardware are in tact. Where original, 
hardware is typical of the period and not specialized. 

8. Mechanical Equipment: 

a. Heating: Building 303, like the rest of the World War II 
(1941) era buildings constructed at Gowen Field was 
equipped with an individual oil-burning hot oil fumace. 9 

The tall, metal chimney flue that rises from a brick base at 

9 March 14, 1941, Idaho Statesman, Boise, Idaho. 
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The southwest comer of the building is a reminder of this 
heating system. The present system is a natural gas 
furnace. 

b. Ventilation: Ventilation was accomplished only by means 
of window operation; air circulation was aided by the 
presence of ventilation panels at the gabled ends of the 
building. 

c. Lighting: Present lighting consists of fluorescent lighting 
affixed in dropped ceilings in the front two-thirds of the 
buildings. Toward, and in the stage area are single bulb 
light fixtures (with the white ceramic fixtures/no cover). 
The metal bases of these fixtures appear to be original, 
though the original glass globes are missing. Some of these 
fixtures also remain above the drop ceiling. 

d. Plumbing: Two restrooms are located in the front portion 
of the building, immediately after entry. 

1. General Setting and orientation: The building remains at its 
original location, occupying a prominent northeast comer of the 
Operations Area. The area was and is the administrative and social 
focus of much of the base, and retains the adjacent mess hall and 
theater. The rear gabled end of building 303 is situated across 
from the flight line buildings, near the main hangar. 

2. Historic Landscape Design: Typical of the hurried pace of World 
War II construction at installations, building 303 lacked much in 
the way of formal landscaping. A WP A apportionment of $30,909 
was made for aesthetic treatments throughout the cantonment, to 
include sidewalks, lawns, gravel for parking areas, and "assorted 
greenery." 

Apart from a margin of grass, the only plantings at building 303 
that exist are repetitive evergreen shrubs placed uniformly around 
the foundation skirting of the building. Building 303, as well as 
the neighboring mess hall, theater, and administrative buildings 
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were, however, formally organized in a rectangular cluster, 
preceded by a rounded drive and Y-shaped access road. This 
circulation pattern remains. The only other site features around 
building 303 are a concrete walkway leading from the sidewalk to 
a former double entrance (now in-filled) on the East side. Whether 
the present evergreen plantings are original to the date of 
construction is not known, since no adequate historic photographs 
of the building from the early period have been identified. 

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

A. Architectural Drawings: Building 303 was built from 700 Series plan 
number 700-310. Original drawings or copies have not been found at the 
installation, either in real estate records or at the Gowen Field Museum, 
nor in the holdings of the Corps of Engineers, Portland and Seattle 
districts. However, the identical building was built at other installations 
around the country. The same building was erected at Camp Edwards, 
Maryland, and documented to HABS standards, which includes original 
drawings of the 700-310 building. Scanned images of these drawings 
were obtained from the Corps of Engineers Engineering Laboratory at 
Champaign, Illinois and are reproduced for this documentation. 

B. Early Views: Early photographic views of building 303 are few. The best 
war-time view of the building obtained to-date is an aerial photograph that 
depicts the building in its setting, in context with associated 
operations/social buildings. This image, courtesy of the Idaho Military 
Historical Museum, is reproduced with this documentation. 
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Historic Property Records, Real Estate Office, Gowen Field, Idaho. 

Base Layout Plan, Boise Air Corps Cantonment, ca. 1939, Idaho 
Military Historical Museum, historical files. 

Capt. Jerry Otto, Idaho Air National Guard, Gowen Field, personal 
interview, 27 October 2004. 
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status of Gowen Field facilities and its lease status throughout 
time, memo on file at the Idaho Military Historical Museum, 
Gowen Field. 

2. Secondary and Published sources: 

"A Brief History of Gowen Field From 1941-1946," produced by 
the Idaho Military Historical Museum. 

"Department of Defense Facilities - Permanent Construction," 
Information obtained on 14 July 2004 from the following 
website: 

http://acc-ww.apgea.army.mil: 8080/prod/usaec/eg/conserve/wv,'2 pc 1. htrn 

Idaho Statesman, Boise, Idaho, newspaper articles for 8 March 
1941, 14 March 1941. 

Idaho Statesman, "Boise Natural Hub of the West's Aerial 
Empire," undated article, ca. 1938. 

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 
"World War II and the U.S. Army Mobilization Program: A 
History of the 700 and 800 Series Cantonment Construction," 
(Washington D. C., U.S. Government Printing Office: 1993.) 

3. Likely Sources Not Investigated: Although it was beyond the 
scope of this documentation effort, there are other sources that may 
reveal more about the social functions and activities that took place 
in the subject building. These would include, interviews and oral 
histories with individuals who were stationed at Gowen Field and 
recall the building. Local and personal photographic collections 
and mementos may also provide additional perspectives about the 
ways in which the building was used throughout time. 

Prepared by: Lauren McCroskey, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Seattle District, Seattle, Washington, December 
2004. 
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PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION: 

The recordation of Building 303 at Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho was undertaken 
as mitigation documentation by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle 
District. The documentation was accomplished to the standards of the Historic 
American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Records 
(HABS/HAER). The research was undertaken by Lauren McCroskey, of 
USA CE, Seattle District on site at Gowen Field during the fall of 2004. The large 
format photography was done by Jay W. Krajic, Boise, Idaho. 

The following 3 photocopied drawings and details were reproduced from scanned 
full size drawings, taken from "Mobilization Buildings, Types RB-1 and TH-2, 
prepared by the Construction Division, Office of the Quartermaster 
General, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and U.S. Engineer Office, Louisville, 
Kentucky. Original drawings are at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts and with U.S. 
Army Construction Engineering Research Laboratory (CBRL), Champaign, 
Illinois. 

Page No. Description 

20 
21 

22 

23 

24 
25 

Two front elevations, "Location of Display Frames for RB-1 and TH-2" 
Detail of two front elevations, "Location of Display Frames for RB-1 
and TH-2" 
Floor plan of front, auditorium sections, "Plan of Toilet Rooms, Addition, 
Recreation Building Type - RB-1" 
Detail of floor plan of front, auditorium sections, "Plan of Toilet Rooms, 
Addition, Recreation Building Type - RB-1" 
Miscellaneous details, "Recreation Building, Type RB-1" 
Complete floor plan detail of, "Recreation Building, Type RB-1" 
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