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HISTORTC AMFRICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY " HABS No. ID-1k
MINFRS' EXCHANGE BLOCK

Location: .Southeast corner of Main and Wall Streets,
- Idaho City, Boise County, Tdaho,

',;Longitude 115° k' 53" Letitude: 43° kg' k2"

Present Owner: - Barzilla Young is purchasing the Miners!' Exchange Saloon
- on contract from Maybel Earl. The County Recorder and
- Auditor's Office, which is also housed in the Miners'
: Exchange Block is owned by Boise County.

Present Occupant: Miners Exchange Saloon, Kitchen, and the County Recorder o
- . : 1_,and Audltor 8 Ofrlce. . TSRS

Present Use: S (The Miners' Exchange Saloon and Kitchen occupy two of the'
- three sections, and the County Recorder and Auditor's
Office occupy the remaining section.

Significance: " The Miners' Exchange Building is one of a half-dozen red
. . - brick struectures in Idaho. City built during the clty's
first decade. Important as a part of a homogeneous his-~
toric district as well as an example of a territorial
building, the Miners' Exchange has been thoroughly reno-
vated and is one of the most successful commercial resto-
rations in Idaho.

PART I. HISTORTCAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History:

1. Dates of erection: The block consists of three connected parts: the
Miners' Exchange Saloon on the south side, the Miners' Exchange
Kitchen in the center, and the County Recorder and Auditor's QOffice
on the corner of Main and Wall Streets. Each section has a different
btuillding record. John Claresy's saloon, the central section, was
built in the autumn of 1865. The Idaho World of September 23, 1865
states, "If anybody wants to observe the patterns of enterprise let
them inspect John Claresy's brlck bullding..." which was just being
completed. : L

By 1867, Claresy added a Club Room where the present saloon is, "This
established and popular saloon. has now attached to' it a new large and
elegantly furnlshed Club Room (IdahO—Wbrld June 1y 1 1867. Vol. I
No. 8)
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‘The County Recorder and Auditor's 0ffice. was originally a general store,

known as Vantine and Company. A fire in 1867 damaged the store, which
was rebuilt afterwards. The store was again damaged by s second fire

in August 1871. Vantine and Company then moved to the west side of Main
Street, but in September of 1871, G.W. Crafts, W.B. Vantine's partner,
decided to rebuild the store on the ¢ld site. By October 5, the car-
penters were finishing the roof, and by October 12, the new store was
finished. Vantine and Company, now owned by Crafts, who took over after
Vantine's death, once agein opened for business on the southeast corner
of Main and Wall Streets.

Architect Unknown.
Ofiginal and subsequent owners: The Miners' Exchange Saloon and Kitchen

stande on Jots 2 and T of Block R in the townsite of Idsho City Plat of
1915. Reference to the title of the lote is in the Deed Books located

‘at the Boise County Recorder and Auditor's Office, Ideho City, Tasho,

1864 Deed, December 29, 1864, recorded in Deed Record 4, pp. 676-6T78.
Louisa ‘McKibben to John Claresy for $600.

1865 Deed, March 15, 1865, recorded in Deed Recora 5, pp. 326-327.
Cherles W. Marden to John Claresy for $375, "Being twenty-seven
feet running from east to west and 25 feet of the lot owned and
claimed by said Charles W. Marden and John Claresy's Saloon."

1869 Deed, August 17, 1869, recorded in Deed Record 12, pp. 157-159.
John Claresy to William Bsird and James Judge for $3,500.

1872 Deed, June 22, 1872, recorded in Deed Record 13, pp. 213-215.
80ld at suction to the highest bidder, James Judge, administra-
tor of the estate of William Baird, to William Tincher for $2,600.

1891 Deed, April 20, 1891, recorded in Deed Record 17, pp. 17-18.
F.F. Church, public administrator of the estate of Anne Tincher
to Mary Hang for $2,500.

1903  Quit Claim Deed July 1, 1903, recorded on July 13, 1903, in
Deed Record 12h PD. 531-532. Mary,ﬂang to0 W.R. Reeves for
$2 500. : :

1905 Deed, July 22, 1905, recorded on September 12, 1505, in Deed
Record 28, p. 424. W.R. Reeves and Msud Reeves for $2,500.

1907 Deed, July 20, 1907, recorded on July 20, 1907 in Deed Record 31,
p. 329. W.N. Reeves and Isabella Reeves to Melvin Wiegel for
$2,500.

1915 Deed, September 21, 1915, recorded on January 30, 1917 in Deed

Record 41, p. 527. Lots 2 and T, Block R to Melvin Wiegel
fyom Probate Judge John H. Myer.
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193¢  Quit Claim Deed, June 10, 1936, recorded on Jume 19, 1936, in
Deed Record 48, p. 60, Lot 9, Block R, N.A. Carpentier to Melvin
Wiegel for $50, "Except for a strip or land 3 feet wide on west
side of said lot Nine."' _ =

1945  Deed, July 18, 1945, recorded July 19, 1945 in Deed Record 51,
p. 149. ILots 2,7 and 9 frcm Me1v1n Wiegel to Harvey K. and
Leona M. White.

196 Deed Mey 6, 1946, recorded on May 8, 19h6 in Deed Record 51, ._‘
' . 3h5 Lots 2, T and 9 Harvey N. and Leona M. White to Walter
and Vesta Ann RBraybeal.

1948 Deed, December 31, 19L8 in Deed Recordfse, p. 46T. Lots 2, T -
and 9 Walter and Vesta Ann Braybeal to Ivan and Rheta Bunker
"subject to a certain mortgage to Maurlclo Guery dated October

6, 19h7 " :

1949 Deed, August 30, 19h9, in Deed Record 52, P. 589 Lofs é: ??_ DR
and 9 Ivan and Rheta Bunker to John W.. Desmond "subject to
mortgage to Maurieio Guery

1952 Deed, April 3, 1952, recorded in Deed Record 53, p. 583. Lots
. 2, T'and 9 John W. and Nerlssa Desmond to A.J. and Joseph A i
Deymonag. o

1954  Quit Claim Deed, April 23, 195h, recorded in Deed Record 5L,
p. 322. A.J. Glaydce, Joseph A. and Dora Deymonaz to J.W.
and  Nerissa Desmond. : S

1956 Decree, Estate of John W. Desmond, August 1956, in Deed Record
57, D+ 538. Upon the death of John W. Desmond (March 5, 1955)
lots. 2, T and 9 pass to his widow Nerissa.

1957 Warranty Deed, May 22, 195?; recorded March 15, 1966 Deed Record
58 p. 137. Lots 2, T and 9 Nerissa Desmond Holliday {formerly
Nerissa Desmond)} to lLee and Maybel Earl.

1967 Decree, April 13, 1967, recorded in Deed Record 58, p. L59.
Estate of Lee Earl, upon the death of Lee Earl (June 3, 1966)
Lots. 2, T and 9 pass to Maybel Earl

1973 Mcrtgage, Mayhel Earl to Barzllla Young.

The County Recorder and Auditor!s Offlce. Lot 8, Block R of the
townsite of Idaho City Plat of 1915. Reference to the title of this
lot-is in the Déed Books located at the 301se County Recorder and
Audltor s Offlce, Idaho city, Idaho.

'1855 Deedﬂ'Aprll 12, 18651 reccrded Aprll 15, 1865 in Deed Record 5
P. 513 “C.C. Higby, et al, to W.D. Vantine for $3,500.
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13, pp. 143-1kh, Carole Vantine to G.W. Crafis for $21.,000 un-
divided one-half interest.

1871 Deed, November 6, 1871, recorded in Deed Record 13, pp. 100-101.

Cavole Vantine to G.W. Crafss for 81,100 undivided one-hal® “ntsrast
n that Low situated on sne socutheast corner of Main and wWail
Itreetz
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1376 Deed, lctover L, 1375, renoried
George Crarfts to 3oiss Jounty

in Deesd Reccrd 14, m. ZZ5.
or 22,200,

1915 Deed, September 21, 1915, recorded in Deed Record 41, p. 85.
John H. Meyers, Probate Judge of Boise County to Boise County in
accordance with the "metes and bounds...contained in Book Number 18
of Patents, p. 58" Lot 8 Block R in the townsiie of Idaho Clty
Plat of 1915.

Builder, contractor, suppliers: The building of Miners' Ixchange Saloon was
a collaborative effort. P.H. Nevins did the carpentry, Walters znd Wallace
the brick and plastering work, and Hays and Brothers the paint job.

Claresy probably acted as his own general contractor, a coumon practice

at that time. G.W. Crafts served as a general contractor for the new
Vantine and Company in 1871.

Original plan and construction: All three sections of the block are built
of local red brick. The ¢lay came from across Elk Creek and was
reputedly half-baked because of its fragility.

Alterations and additions: After the fire of August 1871, sonme

additions in the rear of the building were erected, when William

Baird owned the Miners' Exchange. The Idaho World reported, "a fine new
awning has been erected in front of the building, substantial sheds in the
rear..." (Idaho World, August 21, 1871, vol. VII, No. k).

The County Recoréer and Auditor's Office was remodeled in the mid-1870s.
At this time the vaults for both the Recorder and the Audiior's Office were
The Sheriff's Office, new across the st“eet once SuOOd in the
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By contrast, the Miners' Exchange Seicon and Kitchen were both considerably
rengvated In 873, Rarziila Youngz and Martin Welson were responsizlizs foyp
She complete pesy El in

wareg removed and
in tThe salcon and :
The walls in the sa’ogon, exposing the original bricks; new plumcin
and wiring wree installed in both sections. The old oak bar was restored.
The front facade was repainted, new doors and windows added, and an old
neon sign removed.
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. B, Historical Events and Persons Connected with the Structure:

Exchanging gold dqust for legel tender or credit was a common practice at
the zaloons In the eaprly zminirg camps. In exchange Tor 2is gold Just, =

miner frequently obtained a2 zhit (coupon) to be used at ke local storss.

A commen zere throushcut the northwest United 3tatss, <ze Mizers' Zxshange
Saloon acted as z kxind of bank.

The Idarho City Miners'! Zxchangz Saloon has had a eolorful history. Jokn
Claresy's saloon was "the place in Idaho." Cne of the oldest buildings in the
state, it withstood two fires in 1867 and 1871 which devastated most of the
buildlngs.

The saloon's original owner John Claresy was an interesting character. In
August of 1867, the Internal Revenue Service agents seized his liguor
cellar. Claresy applied for a $1,300 reduction in his assessment, but
convicted himself when, "He...stated that when gentlemen drank at his bar,
he gave them good liguor, but to the Irish who came to drink, he dealt out

the manufactured stuff." (Idaho World, August 31, Vol. 1, No..3h) Production

of "manufactured stuff" was made in his basement, andsold for approximately
g dollar per gallon. However, Claresy failed to report this enterprise to the
IRS assessors.

~

On New Year's night of 1868-69, a famous dog fight was staged at the Miners'

. Exchange. The fight pitted John Foy's dog "Bull" sgainst Sam Thompson's "Sank"
for a purse of $150. It lasted fifty-two and quarter minutes. Foy's dog killed
Thompson's, but died of injuries several days later.

Melvin Wiegel owned the Miners' Exchange from 1907 to 1945. A combination
saloon, restaurant, soda fountdin and museum, Wiegel's was a well-known
tourist spot. A columnist for the Capitol News wrote in 1932 that Wiegel, =
taxidermist and photographer, had collected thrity-five stuffed deer heads,
several deer, a glant elk head, several mountain goats and sheeps' heads and a
stuffed mountain lion. Fhotographs of hunting scenes cowvered the walls.

Tnday the Minews! Txanengs 13 2 popular westauract 2=nd Zar. Wiegsl's stnffsd
animalis, four anticue luke Toxes. i one-aymed sandit,

an antique sheep sheare*, period pictures, and a stand-up har lend the place
an authentic rather than commercialized air. The Xitchen, specializing in home
cooking, also sells sodas end candy. The bullding is a good example of &
successful restoration, “ransforming a 4ilapidaeted <14 Duilding into a
Shriving commercial snterprise.

Tae County Recorder and Auditcer's 07fice has been used o7 Joise County
since 1374, 3Before that it had “een a general 3tore inown as Vantine and
Company .,
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C. BSources.of Information:

1.

0lda views:

A photocopy of old photo shows men sitting in front of the saloon, late

“19th or early 20th century. Original photograph at Idaho Historical

Society, Boise, Idaho. Included in the HABS collection.

A photocopy of o0ld photo shows .people in front of Miners' Exchange, late

19th or early 20th century. Original photograph at Boise Basin Museum,

Idsho City, Idaho. Included in the HABS collection.

A photocoﬁy of old photc shows the saloon then owned by Melvin Wiegel

in business from 1907 to 1945, Stuffed wild animals and birds deco~

- rate the saloon, date unknown. Original photograph at Idaho Historical

. Society, Boige, Idaho. Included in the HABS collection.

Bibllography

s

=D Prlmary and unpubllshed sources:

Deed Books. .County Recorder and Auditor's Office, Idaho City, Idsho.

Intervzews: John Brogan, Kitty Brogan and Harry FPalmer.
. May 29, 1974. Idaho City, Idaho. ,

Interview: Barzilla Young, June 1974. Idsho City, Idaho.

b. Secondary and published sources:

Adams Francis. Idaho City, Queen of the Gold Camps.
Idaho City: Idaho World, 1953.

Capitol News. Article, May 12, 1932, 301se, Idaho
The Idaho Statesman. Newspaper arthIES,- November 19 1865
Bolse, Ideho. . - -

The Idsho World. Newspaper articles,‘1865—1875,
Tdahd City . ldaha. O T S R

Prepared by Alan Minskoff
Historian
Historic American
Buildings Survey
Summer 197k
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General Ztatement:

1. Architectural character: The Miners® Exchange Block is a tynical
example of the first early brick buildings censiructad in the mlni.
camps in *he northwest United States. The use of brick emphasize
signif?icence of the struciurs 2né jrotectad it Irom the *avag=s af
fire, which frequently swept throughout the camps.
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2. Condition of faorie: Good.
Description of Exterior:

1., Overall dimensions: The brick block is 90‘ wide. The 30' wide section
of the northernmost portion of the block is 55" 1long,. and the '
remaining portion of the block is -85' long. This L-shaped, eight— R
bay front block is one—story in height, RN

2. Poundations: Brlck and stone.

3. Wall construction, finish and color: The brick walls are a low-fired

~ type and the mortar is made from local clay. The brick is painted.
The frame additions on the esst side of the central and southernmost
gections have vertical board and batten siding. A band of corbeled.
brick work runs across the front gable end.

4. Structural system, framing: The block's structural system con51sts of
two separate brick bearing walls between the kitchen and the
- Auditorts Office. Wood is also used for the framing
of the west and east sides of the central and southernmost
sections and &f the celllng and roof structure ¢f the
entire block. i

5. Porch: A covered walk of wooden construction is located in the
north and west sides of the block.

A, Chimneysz: The building has- thres rick chimnevs, %wo on the north side
and cne on *%he south side. Two metal flues zre 2n the scuth side.

T. Cpenings:

a. Docrways ard dcors: The plain Yriek arches akove the ioorways on the
front fage once contained fan windows, which opened. At one time,
+wo of the arches on the front side alsc contained French doors
serving as entry docrs. The Iront doors have glass lights on voOD,
2nd panels on bottom. A aine-light door is on the norti slevaticn,
while a door on the south elevation has five rectangular panels.

A simple wooden voard door leads to the rear addition.
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Windows.and shutters: ALl arched openings have foliding steel

shutters which could be closed in front of the windows and doo
In recent years, wooden six-over-six double hung sash windows
were installed throughout the Huillding. One windew w**“ =1t‘e
lights is on the south side. Eac [
eilevations | nave swo windows wai
twelve lizhits ezch., A smz2ll oren
batten shutiter is on the rear add

. e i n
nung sash witlh

8. Roof: A gable roof was placed over the entire block probably when the
southernmost and northernmost sections were constructed. The roof
structure shows evidence of having been burned and of having heen
totally replaced with a new wooden frame, which was later covered
with corrugated, galvanized steel. The front gable end is covered
with horizontal 51d1ng The rear gable end is covered with corrugated

" metal.

C. Desc}iption of Interior:

l.-Floor plans:

8. Main

Floor: The Boise County Recorder and Auditor's Office now

occuples northernmost section of the block., The entrance opéns
tly into the Recorder'’s (Office, and a vault opens dirvectly off

direc
this

space. The County Auditor's Office can be reached directly

through the Recorder's Office. Another vault opens directly off the
Auditor's Office. The central portion of the block now contains a
restaurant, and the front entrance opens directly into the publice
dining space. A 1973 partition divides the large rear general

- storage room into two small storage roons.
The southernmost section of the block now contains the Miner's Fxchange

Salcon. A small partition screens off the entry into this space,

in the east énd of the space is the entry to a corridor leading

to two toilet rooms and a janitor closet. A space twelve feet in
width, the total length of the sa2loon, was added to the original
“u~7*,ng and now functiocns as 2 game wocm. The esast side of the

- . Y

central and scuthermpmost portions of “he vloeck 2lso have Drame
additions.

2. Stairways: A swall stairway connects the larges general store space
hehind the central section with the attic.

P8

kmd

Flooring:
linolieum,

o
-

-t o : - o, 2
and floor Iraming wers replecsed Iz z2ll se

The northernmost and centrel sections are covered with

Ir's.

and

and the southernmost section has wide pine flooring. The ficoring
rm

-

ticng in 1973, The unfinished

attic floor on ithe ceniral and northernmost sections has an unusual
construction detail. Four inches of earth fill has besn placed over a

layer of

brick. This type of construction was a fire control measure.
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. Wall and ceiling finish: The northermmost and central sections have
painted plaster walls, and the southernmost section has brick walls.
A frame partition was installed in the major space in 1973. The ceil- o
ings in the northernmost and central sections are palnted tongue-and-
groove pine boards, and a vaulted ceiling in the southernmost section
S was 1ater finished with painted fiberboard.

‘5. ;Doors Wboden paneled doors are trlmmed with 1" x 6" boards.

6. Trim: The central section of the block still has an orlglnal paneled 'f-fw'
walnscot. | o

7. Hardware: Some simple hardware, with surface mounted locksets and
- black glass knobs, survives on some interior doors. One iron door
handle with intricate design still: remalns in the Recorder's Office.

8. Mechenical equlpment

”a;;rHeatlng. General heatlng is provided by wood burnlng stoves. -dn"
the northernmost wall is a fireplace, and physical evidence sug-
gests that a brick chimmey was removed from this wall. '

b. Lighting: Having undergone many changes, lighting is now of
incandescent type. No original lighting remains in the block.

D. BSite: Sltuated on the southeast corner of the intersection of Main and
Wall Streets, .the block faces west.

Prepared by William B. McCroskey
Project Director
Historic American
Buildings Survey
Suzmer 19Tk

PART TIIT. PROJECT INFORMATTION

The Idaho City project was undertaken by the Historic American Buildings Survey
(HABS), in cooperation with the Idaho Bicentennial Commission in the swumer of
1974, Under the direction of John Poppeliers, Chief of HABS, the project was
completed by William B. McCroskey (University of Idsho), the project director;
Alan Minskoff (University of Chicago), the project historisny Jack W. Schafer
(University of Cincinnati), the project foreman, and the student assistant ar-
chitects, Rae F. Noritake (University of Idaho), and Laurence Ferar (University
of Oregon), and Mark T. Wellen (Texas Tech University). William Klein, a HABS
staff architect in the Washington Office, edited the drawings in 1975. The
written architectural and historical data was edited in April 1980 by Susan Me-
Cown, a HABS historian in the Washington office. The documentary photographs
were made by Duane Garrett in 1976.



