
U.S. NAVAL BASE, PEARL HARBOR, RECEIVING BARRACKS 
(U.S. Naval Base, Peart Harbor, Naval Station) 
(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Administration Building) 
(Facility No. 191) 
Willamette Street at Spruance Street 
Pearl Harbor 
Honolulu County 
Hawaii 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

WRITIEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
PACIFIC GREAT BASIN SUPPORT OFFICE 

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

1111 Jackson Street 
Oakland, CA 94607 

HABS Hl-419 
Hl-419 

HABS 
HI - 41~ 



Location: 

Significance: 

Description: 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

U.S. NAVAL BASE, PEARL HARBOR, RECEIVING BARRACKS 
(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Naval Station) 

(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Administration Building) 
(Facility No. 191) 

Willamette Street at Spruance Street 
Pearl Harbor Naval Base 
City and County of Honolulu, Hawaii 

U.S.G.S. Pearl Harbor Quadrangle, Hawaii, 1999 
7.5 Minute Series (Topographic) (Scale - 1 :24,000) 

HASS No. Hl-419 

Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates 04.609310.2361200 

Facility No. 191 was built as a receiving barracks during the build up of 
the Pearl Harbor Naval Station in the early 1940s. It was an example of a 
standard mobilization barracks designed by the Bureau of Yards and 
Docks and constructed at several Navy installations as temporary 
structures (Garner 1993: 4 7-48). It was originally in a grouping of seven 
receiving barracks. Facility No. 191 was a temporary World War II 
building which served longer than its intended life by being renovated for 
administrative uses after that war. It was a contributing property to the 
Pearl Harbor National Historic Landmark. 

Although Facility No. 191 was demolished by early 2002, it is described 
below as it appeared during field work in the late 1990s. At that time 
most of the original 1940s surroundings of the building had changed. The 
only remaining World War II buildings in the immediate vicinity are one 
other H-plan barracks (Facility No. 193) and a casualty station (Facility 
No. 216). The Willamette Street side of the building has the most 
extensive landscaping, including a grove-like planting of trees within the 
open front courtyard space facing that street. There is a picnic area 
shelter in the open courtyard on the opposite side of the building, but that 
space is not well landscaped, with driveway pavement occupying much of 
the area between the wings here. 

Facility No. 191 is a two-story wood-frame building with an H-shaped 
footprint and cross-hipped roof. There are two parallel wings joined near 
their midpoints by a central section whose axis is perpendicular to those 
of the wings. Due to the sloping site, there is a basement under the 
northern wing which is only partially below grade. The walls and floor of 
this basement level are built of concrete. There are two added 
projections to the H-plan, an entrance foyer on the north side, at the 
basement level, and a shed-roofed carport in a corner of the rear open 
courtyard. 
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The building footprint covers an area 156'-0" by 100'-0". Each wing 
measures 100'-0" x 28'-0". The center section has similar dimensions but 
its middle third is about 35' wide, projecting 5'-0" at the rear (east) side 
and 2'-0" at the front (west) side. The height of Facility No. 191 is about 
30' from the sill level to the roof ridge. 

The building foundations are generally 1 O" x 1 O" concrete posts resting on 
concrete footings about 2' square. However, the concrete walls of the 
basement at the north wing continue down as foundation walls to 
continuous perimeter footings about 5' wide. The exterior sheathing of 
the first and second stories is drop siding. 

Windows in the central section of the east side all appear to have been 
replaced with jalousies, air-conditioning units, or boarded up. Most of the 
original six-over-six-light, wood-sash, double-hung windows remain on 
the wings and the west side of the central section. Air conditioning units 
have been installed in many of them. These original windows are 
typically paired, but triplets are the easternmost and westernmost 
windows on the north and south walls of the building. There are also 
some single original windows on the west side of the central section and 
one on the second story near the southeast corner of the south wall. 
Some second-story windows in that corner have been removed and 
covered with siding. Several air-conditioning units project from that wall. 
The basement level has paired and triplet jalousie windows on its north 
and east sides. The central window in one basement triplet has been 
replaced by a panel with an air-conditioning unit. 

Facility No. 191 has two entries on the west (front) side of the center 
section, facing Willamette Street. The main entry is the northern one, 
which is evident from the entry path, which is lined by low walls of 
concrete masonry units. This entry has double aluminum-frame doors, 
each with a single large glass panel. Both entries on this side are 
covered by small shed roofs, supported by simple wood braces. Two 
other entries open into the space on the opposite (east/ rear) side of the 
building, both with wood stairs leading down to grade level from one of 
the side wings. The entry to the separate basement space is located on 
the north side of the north wing. This has been modified by the addition 
of a gable-roofed foyer, about 11' tall, projecting about 15' from the 
basement wall. Its doors and the shed roof over them are like those in 
the main entry. 

The building has metal fire escape stairs with metal pipe railings on the 
north and south walls, near the midpoint of the wings. These exterior 
half-turn stairs run from added doorways on the second floor to grade 
level. There are also four metal ladders, fixed to the exterior walls of the 
building, on the eastern and western ends of the wings. These ladders 
extend from ground level to the roof, through holes cut in the eaves; they 
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are adjacent to metal platforms set outside second-floor windows. They 
function both as secondary fire escape routes and roof access ladders. 

The cross-hipped roof of Facility No. 191 is covered with asphalt 
composition shingles. The eaves have exposed rafters and an overhang 
of about 4'. There are rectangular-profile gutters and downspouts. A 
shed-roof carport has been added on the rear (east) side of the building, 
in the corner of the north wing and the central section. This open-sided 
addition is attached to the east side of the central section and supported 
at its lower (eastern) end by round metal posts. 

The interior layout and finishes have been extensively altered over the 
decades. The two interior stairs to the second floor remain in their 
original locations in the central section, at the intersection of the wings. 
Little other original material remains. The standard floor plan of this 
building type and the changes made to this barracks are discussed in the 
history section. 

Historical Context: Refer to HASS No. Hl-60 for an overview history of Pearl Harbor Naval 
Base and HASS No. H 1-176 for more information about the Marine 
Barracks Complex, a 1940-1941 grouping of similar H-plan barracks at 
Pearl Harbor. 

Facility No. 191 was built in 1942 as one of the Receiving Barracks. It 
generally follows the standard Navy plans for a Type B-1 barracks. This 
B-1 type was first introduced in 1918 at the Great Lakes Naval Station. 
The original 8-1 buildings had H-shaped floor plans with cross-gable 
roofs. The connecting section between the two wings contained the 
latrine, shower, and laundry areas as well as some small bedrooms with 
one or three beds for Chief Petty Officers (CPOs) or Petty Officers (POs). 
This design was reintroduced in 1940 and was used until 1942 (Garner 
1993: 48). These mobilization buildings provided housing for transiting 
personnel during the build-up period and throughout World War II. The 
group of Receiving Barracks at Pearl Harbor Navy Yard (Facilities 190-
196) was first used to house those men who had recently completed 
basic training on the mainland, while they awaited reassignment (Naval 
Historical Center 2005). Facility No. 191 was one among the group of 
seven barracks in that area, all completed by June 1942 (Fourteenth 
Naval District 1942). All were built in late 1941 and early 1942. A June 
1941 map shows only two H-plan barracks in that area, as dashed 
outlines indicating proposed buildings - which became Facilities 196 and 
195 (Fourteenth Naval District 1941 a). The seven Receiving Barracks 
were shown with dashed outlines on a November 1941 map (Fourteenth 
Naval District 1941 b ). A historic photo from the same month shows only 
two H-plan barracks mostly complete, with construction possibly started 
on a third one (U.S.S. Arizona Memorial 1941 ). The speed of completion 
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of the final five barracks (between December 1941 and June 1942) 
indicates the high priority of and great need for these buildings. 

The seven H-plan buildings in the Marine Barracks complex were 
completed before the Receiving Barracks. The former were arranged 
around a quadrangular open space, while the Receiving Barracks 
grouping was laid out in two rows. Six of the Marine Barracks H-plan 
buildings remain at Pearl Harbor (Facilities 277, 278, 280, 281, 285, and 
287). HABS Nos. Hl-176 through Hl-183 provide information about and 
photographs of these similar barracks. 

Many other barracks groupings that were used to house enlisted sailors, 
Marines, WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Services), 
and civilians in the Pearl Harbor vicinity during World War II are entirely 
gone. The six 200-man, rectangular-plan, two-story, hip-roofed, wood
frame buildings in the Submarine Base (Facilities 686-691) were 
demolished before 1963. The eighteen wood-frame barracks buildings 
constructed on Ford Island (Facilities 186A - 186M, 194A - 194D, 202, 
and 203) during WWII were mostly one-story and rectangular in plan. 
Four two-story Quonset huts (Facilities 267-270) were also erected as 
barracks on Ford Island. The majority of these were removed by 1953. 
Only two barracks remain from the Naval Construction Battalion 
Encampment, now Public Works Center compound, converted into 
administration buildings (Facilities A3 and A4 ). The large concentrations 
of wooden and Quonset hut barracks at the Aiea Receiving Barracks, 
Camp Catlin, Iroquois Point Advance Base Reshipment Depot, Moanalua 
WAVES barracks, and Civilian Housing Area Ill have all been cleared; 
and other scattered WWII barracks, including some "Experimental 
Aluminum B-1-B Barracks" used at Naval Air Station Honolulu, are also 
gone (Mason Architects, Inc., and Helber Hastert & Fee Planners 2005: 
1.3-17 to 1.3-20). 

The standard B-1 barracks originally had a symmetrical design, 
essentially the same on each floor. A single line of posts ran down the 
center of each wing. The center section had a double row of posts, both 
to carry the extra weight of the latrine, shower, and laundry rooms, and to 
allow a central hall. The first floor of this center section typically had a 4" 
concrete slab over the subfloor. The standard barracks of this type 
featured concrete foundation walls at the perimeter of the building. It also 
typically had 2 x 4 stud walls with diagonal sheathing that was covered 
with horizontal siding or cement-asbestos shingles (Garner 1993: 48). 
Garner's study notes that each floor in each wing of the B-1 barracks 
accommodated 75 men sleeping in hammocks (for a total of 300 men, not 
counting POs and CPOs). A small B-1 floor plan produced by the Bureau 
of Yards & Docks is labeled as being for one company of 228 men; 
however, the bed outlines indicate that at least 240 men could be 
accommodated in double bunks, plus at least another 16 CPOs and POs 
(U.S. Navy, Bureau of Yards & Docks 1940: 15). 
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The Bureau of Yards & Docks in 1940 prepared a few other drawings that 
were variations on the basic H-plan barracks (U.S. Navy, Bureau of Yards 
& Docks 1940). The B-2, B-3, and B-6 Barracks drawings in the 1940 
set, each labeled with a capacity of 114 men, were just like the B-1 type 
on the second floor. In the B-2 design the first floor had a variety of other 
rooms, including two instruction rooms, storage rooms, offices, a small 
dispensary with operating room and sick bay, a large recreation room, 
small rooms for a cobbler, barber, and tailor, plus a two-cell brig. In the 
B-3 plan the first-floor wings were longer, and there was an extension on 
one wing, perpendicular to its axis, to accommodate a 14-bed ward, 
instead of the 4-bed sick bay of the B-2 type. The B-3's first-floor layout 
differed slightly from the B-2, but the room types were the same. In the 
B-6 design, six instruction rooms, plus two toilet rooms, occupied the first 
floor. The 1-2 standard design was for a Regimental Instruction Building, 
containing three large instruction rooms and two toilet rooms on each 
floor. Another H-plan with slightly more variation was the 0-2 design, 
which accommodated Officers' Quarters; this design had a projecting 
section in the front for a lounge and a large central wing at the rear for 
mess hall and galley, plus cooks' and messmen's dormitory. 

In 1942 a different B-2 barracks design, with a rectangular footprint of 
approximately 42' x 150', was developed by the architectural firm of 
Eggers and Higgins of New York. Designed to be more efficient in its use 
of structural timber, this standard barracks had a more modern style, "with 
flat-roof profile, banded windows, and new substitute materials used for 
siding and interior finishes" (Garner 1993: 48). This barracks type was 
built in 1943 at the training stations in Bainbridge, Maryland; Sampson, 
New York; and Farragut, Idaho. The 1942 B-2 type appears to have been 
based on a 1940 barracks design by Albert Kahn, Inc., which was 
constructed at Midway atoll (see HABS No. UM-1-F). 

Facility No. 191 (like others at the Receiving Barracks and at the Marine 
Barracks, Pearl Harbor) deviated somewhat from the standard B-1 
barracks design. First, it was built with concrete piers and footings under 
most of the building. It also had a basement under the north wing. The 
basement had the standard concrete perimeter foundation design. 
Facility No. 191 and the other H-plan barracks at Pearl Harbor have slight 
dimensional and footprint differences from the standard plan. The central 
sections are only 100'-0" long (not the 112'-0" of the B-1 drawing); and 
there are projections (5'-0" deep in the rear and 2'-0" deep in the front) in 
the middle third of this section, unlike the straight walls of the standard 
plan's central section. The fenestration pattern on the Pearl Harbor 
H-plan barracks, including this one, does not follow the standard B-1 
design of evenly spaced single windows. Instead, the original pattern at 
Pearl Harbor had double and triplet windows on the wings and in the 
projections of the central section. The slightly different shape of the 
central section resulted in a room layout that varied from the standard B-1 
plan. A drying room was provided outside of each shower room, and a 
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central storage room replaced the two scrub rooms in the standard plan. 
These Pearl Harbor barracks did not need interior scrub rooms, because 
they had "scrub decks." These 6" thick reinforced concrete slabs, 
measuring 32'-2" by 22'-6", were located in the corners of the rear open 
courtyard space. Also, a boiler room or heating room in the center of this 
rear side was typical for the Pearl Harbor H-plan barracks, but this is not 
seen on the B-1 barracks standard plan. Another deviation from the B-1 
design was the use of hip roofs on Pearl Harbor Receiving Barracks and 
Marine Barracks, rather than the standard gable roof. The projections on 
the central section also added to the complexity of the roof shape. 

Only a few of the changes to Facility No. 191 are documented in 
drawings. In 1945, wood fire escape stairs were added near the center of 
the north and south walls (drawing no. l-N4-959). New door openings 
with five-panel wood doors were installed on the second floor near the 
mid point of the wings. The stair on the south wing had a straight-run with 
a landing. The north wing had a half-turn stair, because of the greater 
height to grade at this side. Both these stairs were built with 4 x 4 posts, 
2 x 12 stringers and 2 x 4 railings. Wireglass was specified to be installed 
in the windows behind the new stairs. These exterior wood stairs were 
later replaced by metal stairs, each one with a half turn. 

Facility No. 191 was painted and some repairs were made in 1954. The 
only change to the building evident from these drawings was the addition 
of some storage rooms in the basement by this date. The basement use 
had changed from storage (label on 1941 drawing no. 180006) to "Band 
Room" (label on 1954 drawing no. 652068). Most of the building had new 
asphalt tile covering added in 1954 (drawing no. 652085). No drawings 
dated after 1954 were located but some changes after that date can be 
bracketed by observing the 1980 photographs of the building in the State 
Historic Preservation Division binders. The boiler house part of the 
original building was removed sometime between 1954 and 1980. The 
shed-roof carport was added before 1980. After 1980 floodlights were 
added near the corners of the building. The detached gable-roof picnic 
shelter was added at the rear, near the end of the south wing, also after 
1980. The barracks use continued in at least part of the building through 
1978, but portions were being used for administration and other offices as 
early as 1963 (U.S. Navy, Bureau of Yards & Docks 1963: 3676). By the 
mid 1990s Facility No. 191 had been entirely converted to administrative 
offices. It was demolished between July 1999 and early 2002. 

Changes were made over the years to Receiving Barracks grouping as 
well as to Facility No. 191. Two of the barracks, Facilities 192 and 195, 
were converted to Bachelor Officers' Quarters in 1943 or 1944 (drawing 
no. l-N4-622). Since officers were provided with private or semi-private 
rooms, many interior walls were added at the time. Also in 1944 and 
1945, respectively, the wings on Facility 192 were extended and a central 
wing was added on the west side of Facility 195 (Fourteenth Naval 
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District 1944 and 1945). By 194 7, Facility 192 was designated Quarters 
for Chief Petty Officers, but Facility 195 was again a Barracks for Enlisted 
Men with a Hobby Shop also in the building (Fourteenth Naval District 
1947). By 1947 Facility 196 had been demolished, and Facilities 190, 
192, 194, and 195 were gone before 1981. Only Facility 193 in this group 
remains. 

Some drawings for this building are on microfiche cards at the Plan Files 
of the Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Pacific, but the standard 
drawings of the Bureau of Yards & Docks for this barracks type were not 
found. A small sketch floor plan of a standard H-plan B-1 barracks was 
located at the Navy Department Library in Washington, D.C. and is 
reproduced in this report. The only 1941 large drawings located for this 
building were of its foundation and storage basement (no. 180006) and 
two electrical plans (nos. 161161 and l-N4-258). The wooden fire escape 
stairs added in 1945 to Facility Nos. 190 and 191 were recorded in 
drawing no. l-N4-959. Post-WWII repair and painting drawings that 
included this building are mostly dated 1954; these generally sketchy 
drawings are filed under nos. 636182, 636205, 652068, 652075, and 
652085. 

Fourteenth Naval District 
1941a Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T.H., Showing Conditions on 30 

June 1941. Drawing no. l-N1-144. Filed under RG 71 #1400-
3-106 at National Archives II, College Park, Maryland. 

1941b Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T.H., dated 27 November 1941. 
Drawing no. l-N1-144. In RG 71, frame 71 on microfilm roll 
1042, at National Archives II, College Park, Maryland. 

1942 Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T.H., Showing Conditions on 30 
June 1942. Drawing no. 1-N 1-148. In RG 71, frame 8 on 
microfilm roll 1042, at National Archives II, College Park, 
Maryland. 

1944 Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, T.H., Revision No. 1, August 1, 
1944. Drawing no. l-N1-167A. In RG 71, at National Archives 
and Records Administration, San Bruno California. 

1945 Navy Yard, Pearl Harbor, Oahu, T.H., Showing Conditions on 
30 June 1945. Drawing no. l-N1-224. Filed under RG 71 
#1400-3-140, Cartographic Section, National Archives II, 
College Park, Maryland. 
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1947 U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, T.H., Showing Conditions on 
30 June 1947. Map is Drawing no. l-N1-261 and Building List 
is Drawing No. 1-N1-262. In RG 71, frames 77 and 78 on 
microfilm roll 1042, at National Archives II, College Park, 
Maryland. 

Garner, John S. 
1993 World War II Temporary Military Buildings: A Brief History of 

the Architecture and Planning of Cantonments and Training 
Stations in the United States, USACERL Technical Report 
CRC-93/01. US Army Construction Engineering Research 
Laboratories: Champaign, Illinois. 

Mason Architects, Inc., and Helber Hastert & Fee Planners 
2005 Historic Context Report and Historic Preservation Repair 

Plan, Building Types Assessment: World War II Wooden 
Facilities. Prepared for Commander, Navy Region Hawaii. 
Pearl Harbor. 

Naval Historical Center 
2005 Slater entry in web version of Dictionary of American Naval 

Fighting Ships, at www.history.navy.mil/danfs/s14/slater.htm, 
accessed October 27, 2005. 

U.S. Navy, Bureau of Yards & Docks 
1940 Standard Housing - Wood Frame Buildings. Set of sketch 

floor plans for 60 standard buildings types (not all housing, 
and not all wood frame). Copied at Navy Department Library, 
Navy Yard, Washington, D.C. from set borrowed from Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command Archives, Port Hueneme, 
California. 

1963 Detailed Inventory of Naval Shore Facilities -- Real Property 
Data. NAVDOCKS P-164, Volume IV, District 14. In archives 
of Naval Facilities Engineering Command at Port Hueneme, 
California. 

U.S.S. Arizona Memorial 
1941 Aerial photo display at Visitor Center showing area from Pearl 

Harbor channel to Salt Lake, dated November 16, 1941. 
Reduced copy provided by Daniel Martinez, Historian, National 
Park Service. 
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Project Information: This facility was demolished sometime after 1999. The World War II 
Temporary Buildings 1986 Programmatic Memorandum of Agreement 
(PMOA) applied to this building. This report was prepared under a 
Historic Preservation Services contract (N627 42-97-D-3502) awarded to 
AMEC Earth and Environmental, the prime contractor, by the U.S. Navy, 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. The contract was funded through 
the Cultural Resources Program of COMNAVREG Hawaii. The 
photographic documentation was undertaken by David Franzen, of 
Franzen Photography. Location maps were made by Nestor Beltran of 
NAB Graphics. Between 1999 and 2001, the field work was done and the 
draft of this report was written by Dot Dye, AMEC Earth & Environmental, 
Inc. The report was-rewritten in 2005 by Mason Architects, Inc. 

Prepared by: Mason Architects, Inc. 
119 Merchant St., Suite 501 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Date of Final Report: October 2005 

AMEC Earth & Environmental, Inc. 
3375 Koapaka Street, Suite F251 
Honolulu, HI 96819 
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Portion of Drawing No. l-Nl-224, dated June 30, 1945 
[Navy Receiving Barracks - outlines added] 
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Standard H-plan B-1 Barracks (U.S. Navy, Bureau of Yards & Docks 1940: 15) 
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Portion of Drawing No. 180006, dated December 11, 1941. Foundation 
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U.S. NAVAL BASE, PEARL HARBOR, RECEIVING BARRACKS 
(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Naval Station) 

(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Administration Building) 
(Facility No. 191) 

HABS No. Hl-419 (Page 15) 

Portion of Drawing No. 652068, dated April 8, 1954. Painting and repairs. 
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U.S. NAVAL BASE, PEARL HARBOR, RECEIVING BARRACKS 
(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Naval Station) 

(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Administration Building) 
(Facility No. 191) 

HABS No. Hl-419 (Page 16) 

Receiving Barracks, Pearl Harbor, 1945. Facility 191 is out of view to the left. 
(Kidder-Smith photo #N-193-1 in NAVFAC Archives, Port Hueneme, California) 
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