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(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Naval Housing Area Makalapa, Facility No. 261) 

HABS No. HI-355-H 

Location: The Makalapa Housing Area, located west of Kamehameha Highway and east 
of the H-1 freeway, is part of the Pearl Harbor Na val Complex, on the south side of 
the island of Oahu, state of Hawaii. It lies outside the boundary of the Pearl Harbor 
National Historic Landmark. Facility 261 is the only Type H unit. It is located at 
4 7 Makalapa Drive, separated from the rest of the houses in the Makalapa 
neighborhood by a building that is now used as a child care center and offices (see 
HABS No HI-355 for a general location map and a map of the area). The building in 
this report is located within the UTM coordinates of the Makalapa Housing Area as 
defined in the location section of the main report HI-355. 

Significance: This building is significant as an example of adaptation of an office 
building to residential use after World War II. This building was a Transportation 
Department office during World War II, but apparently was designed to fit in the 
residential neighborhood. The design reflected the need for rapid construction in the 
period of build-up to and beginning of World War II. This building is significant as 
an example of vernacular architecture during the 1940s, whose design reflects 
Hawaii's temperate environment. 

Description: The Makalapa Housing Area is made up of numerous types of one- and 
two-story single family and duplex residences. Only three one-story houses are in the 
neighborhood and each is a different type. Facility 261 is described in detail below. 
For a description of the neighborhood's overall appearance, see HABS No. HI-355. 

This house is a one-story structure with an almost rectilinear plan, having slight 
projections at the front and rear. The front entry door opens to the living room that 
occupies the northwest comer of the house. Three bedrooms are located along the 
south and southwest walls of the house. The kitchen, utility room, main bathroom, 
and another bedroom are along the east wall. There is a central dining space between 
the living room and kitchen. The master bedroom has two closets and a full 
bathroom. The net floor area of this house is 1,366 square feet. The maximum 
footprint dimensions are 43 '-6" x 36' -0", not including the unroofed rear lanai. 

Facility 261 is built with post-on-block foundations and is constructed almost entirely 
of wood. Metal screens enclose the foundation of the house. The lower portion of the 
exterior walls, (approximately 4', from the floor level to the base of the windows) are 
built with horizontal shiplap siding (6-Yi" exposed). The remainder of the exterior 
walls are sided with vertical tongue-and-groove boards. The main part of the house 
has complex hip roofs with wide (approximately 3 ') overhanging eaves and asphalt 
shingles. A low-slope shed roof extends from the rear of the house covering the rear 
projection (utility room, part of the kitchen, and a closet) and the stair next to the 
kitchen. The eaves have exposed rafters with the ends concealed by a wood fascia. 
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An added shed-roofed storage locker is attached to the rear of the house on the 
exterior wall of the main bathroom. 

The main entry door is wood, with one light over one pane. The door leading from 
the kitchen to a small rear lanai is similar. Both doors have simple wood casings, and 
wood-framed screen doors (screened upper section above a lower panel). All 
windows are a one-over-one-light double-hung sash with simple wood casings, and 
wood-framed screens on the exterior. Groupings of small circular screened vents are 
located between the rafters to provide ventilation to the attic. 

The interior of this house type features plywood panel walls. Vertical tongue-and
groove boards were added to create an additional bedroom from a portion of the 
former dining room. Simple crown and baseboard moldings are visible through the 
house; quarter round shoe molding is a typical feature as well. Window and door 
casings match the simplistic design of these moldings at the floor and ceiling. All the 
canec ceilings have been replaced with gypsum board; in the kitchen the ceiling 
consists of W' plywood panels. Vinyl tile has replaced the original flooring in the 
house; only the master bathroom has linoleum. Doors are all single-panel with the 
original period handles and hardware still intact. Between the kitchen and the living 
room, there is a one-light-over-one-panel swinging door. Two closets have paired 
sliding wood doors one with flush wood, the other with single-panel doors. Scored 
wood valances are located at the tops of the windows as a decorative feature. 

The kitchen has undergone some alterations, which include new countertops, 
backsplashes, and a new sink. The cabinets themselves appear compatible with the 
historic character of the house, but are probably not original. Bathrooms have been 
modernized with new fixtures and finishes. 

History: See HABS No. HI-355 for a history of the Makalapa Housing Area. Facility 
261 was built as the Transportation Department office building during World War II. 
It is located directly across the street from Facility 250, the headquarters of Admiral 
Nimitz, Commander in Chief of the Pacific (CINCP AC), and on the hill just above 
the garages for CINCPAC (Facility 259) and the Commander of the Service Forces 
(Facility 255, not extant). The building was renovated into quarters in 1947. The 
changes made to this building over the years have been so extensive that its integrity 
is low. Observations of the interior and exterior show where doors or floor-to-ceiling 
windows once were located. These openings have been replaced with the current 
double-hung windows over plywood panels. 

The 194 7 conversion drawing indicates the earliest alterations to the building. Two 
entry doors and a stair were removed from the north wall when the building was 
converted to a house. In 194 7 several interior partition walls were removed to create 
a living room. In 194 7 the living room was smaller than its current size. An original 
exterior wall was removed in 194 7 and sliding glass doors were installed between the 
living room and the front lanai. A new cased opening was created in 194 7 between 
the living and dining room. The latter room then extended from the west wall of the 
building to the kitchen. The other 194 7 conversion work included the installation of a 
new bathroom, the addition of a projection on the east side to allow for a larger 
kitchen, a wash room (laundry), an additional closet, and a rear stair. 
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Comparison of the 1947, 1957, 1985, and 1996 floor plans allows dating of some 
other changes. The living room was expanded to include the lanai before 1957. The 
sliding doors were simply removed, but the post between the pairs of doors was left 
standing until a recent remodel. Now an enclosed beam spans from the north wall of 
the living room to the interior bedroom wall at the entry. Another major change was 
the creation of a bedroom from a portion of the dining room, sometime between 1957 
and 1996. The rear lanai was added before 1985 but was replaced with the current 
rear deck sometime between 1985 and 1996. The rear storage shed was added after 
1985. Elevations from 1982 indicate there were wood louvers under many of the 
windows. These have since been replaced or covered over by plywood. 

Sources: No original drawings for this building were located. Only the 1947 drawing to 
convert this building to a house and one 1957 floor plan were found for this building 
in the Pacific Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Plan File Room, at 
Pearl Harbor Hawaii. Housing reports from 1985 and 1996 provided two more floor 
plans. The only set of elevation drawings that were found was for a 1982 repair and 
painting project. These drawings are reproduced in this report. 

Historian: Joanmarie Orlowski, Mason Architects, Inc., June 2000. 
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Floor Plan - 1957 As-Built Drawing 
Dwg. ,No. 9836. Floor Plan, Quarters 4 7 Makalapa Drive, 5/29/57 
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Floor Plan - 1985 
Oahu Consolidated Family Housing Office 
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Floor Plan - 1996 
Mitsunaga & Associates, Inc. Comprehensive Neighborhood Plan, Family Housing - Makalapa. p. 2-100. 
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Elevations - 1982 Repair and Painting Drawing (partial) 
Dwg. No. 7034807. Exterior Repairs and Painting, Makalapa Housing, Bldgs. 116, 261, 4/5/82 
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