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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

U.S. NA VAL BASE, PEARL HARBOR, NAVAL HOUSING AREA MAKALAPA, 
SENIOR OFFICERS QUARTERS TYPE E 

(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Naval Housing Area Makalapa, Facility No. 93) 

HABS No. HI-355-E 

Location: The Makalapa Housing Area, located west of Kamehameha Highway and east 
of the H-1 freeway, is part of the Pearl Harbor Naval Complex, on the south side of 
the island of Oahu, state of Hawaii. It lies outside the boundary of the Pearl Harbor 
National Historic Landmark. Facility 93 is located at 37 Halawa Drive in the 
Mak:alapa Housing Area (see HABS No HI-355 for a general location map and a map 
of the area). The building in this report is located within the UTM coordinates of the 
Makalapa Housing Area as defined in the location section of the main report HI-355. 

Significance: This house is significant as the residence of flag officers of the Navy in 
Hawaii from 1941 to the present, and as an example of Hawaiian residential 
architecture during the 1940s, in a grouping of related types. The design is notable 
for the use of new materials and minimal ornamentation, with a traditional overall 
appearance. The design accommodated prefabricated components and assembly line 
building techniques, reflecting the need for rapid construction in this period of build
up to World War II. This house represents the later work of one of Hawaii's master 
architects, C.W. Dickey. The house responds well to Hawaii's temperate 
environment, although its design was also influenced by the factors mentioned above. 
During World War II this house was probably used as a bachelor officers' quarters, 
since most wives and dependents were sent to the mainland in October of 1941. The 
senior officers who lived here during World War II helped direct the war in the 
Pacific. 

Description: The Mak:alapa Housing Area is made up of numerous types of one- and 
two-story single family and duplex residences. Of the single-family house types, only 
Facility 93 is a Type E structure. It is the only senior officers' quarters located on 
Halawa Drive, with the rest situated on Mak:alapa Drive. This Type E facility is 
described in detail below. For a description of the neighborhood's overall 
appearance, see HABS No. HI-355. 

This building has one- and two-story sections, with the two-story block at the right 
end of the house (when viewed from the street). The net floor area of this house is 
2,636 square feet. The maximum dimensions of its complex footprint are 83 '-6" x 
29' -6". The first floor of the two-story block encompasses an entry foyer, two 
bedrooms, two full bathrooms, and a dressing room. The one-story wing contains a 
dining room, living room, kitchen, servant's room, one bathroom, a service "porch" 
(hall), an enclosed front lanai, and a storage room attached to the rear of the house. A 
stair in the foyer leads to the second-story, which includes two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, a study and a stair hall. 

The structure has a concrete slab foundation. The exterior of the first floor is concrete 
brick, except the rear storage room, which has 6-Yz"drop siding, as does the second-
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floor. The front lanai has be n enclosed with a combination of plywood sheathing, 
above and below, jalousie an single-light fixed windows. 

The two-story portion has a s mple hip roof, and a more complex one covers most of 
the one-story section. Low-s ope shed roofs extend over the enclosed lanai and the 
rear storage room. There are gablet louvered vents on the one-story hip roof. A pent 
roof surrounds the two-story lock, shading the first-floor windows. An extension of 
the pent roof covers the fro t entry porch, which is supported by wood posts and 
partially enclosed with a gri -like trellis wall. Overhanging eaves extend about 3' 
and are sheathed with tongu -and-groove boards. The tapered rafters are concealed 
by thin wood fascia. Group of three circular screened vents are located between 
every three rafters for attic ve tilation. 

The house retains most of is original windows and doors. The majority of the 
windows are one-over-one-Ii ht double-hung wood sash. Other window types in the 
house are sliding, hopper, d jalousies. A symmetrical fenestration pattern of 
double-hung windows runs al ng the upper-story front facade, with a pair of windows 
flanking four central ones. J lousie windows have replaced the hopper windows in: 
the main upstairs and two do stairs bathrooms and dressing room. The front entry 
has a wood door, with two rghts over two panels, flanked by a pair of three-light 
sliding windows on each side Four larger three-light sliding windows are present in 
the living room along the fro t facade. Rear access is through either the dining room 
or service porch doors. Th former has a modem door with jalousies, under a 
transom, and the later door h s three-lights over two panels. The enclosed lanai can 
be entered from the front yar , through a wood-frame door with jalousie panel. The 
dressing room and adjacent athroom windows on the front facade have concrete 
brick screens over them. e rear storage unit has a two-panel wood door and is 
ventilated with circular scree ed vents along the roofline and a rectangular screened 
opening near ground level. 

The interior floor plan of this Type E residence is very similar to the Type C houses, 
with the main difference bein that the floor plan is reversed. Type E also has a wider 
service porch (hall) between the kitchen and the servant's quarters, and a different 
fenestration and door patte on the rear of the house, compared to the original 
Type C design. This house appears to be less altered than any senior officers' 
quarters in the housing area. Original elements in this house include pocket sliding 
doors between the living and dining room; canec ceilings; two pair of sliding glass 
windows with perforated met 1 screens between bedroom #2 and the entry hall; and 
the interior hopper window with translucent glass between bedroom #4 and the 
second-floor hall. There ar built-in bookshelves in the second-floor stair hall, 
beneath the hopper window; trellis-like wall is also nearby in the second-floor hall. 
These last two elements may ot have been original to the house but added later. 

The interior finishes are mostl original. The canec ceilings are all through the house 
except in the bathrooms and service area where plywood panels are installed. The 
servant's room has the only all ceiling in the house. The ceilings of the second
floor rooms have pitched sect ons, reflecting the exterior roof form, to allow a higher 
overall space. Interior walls e W' plywood panels; in the bathrooms the shower and 
tub areas are lined with Maso ite. The floors have vinyl tile in the entry, bathrooms, 
kitchen and service areas; all ther spaces have been carpeted. This is the only house 
in Makalapa with large slidi pocket doors to separate the living and dining room 
spaces. This is probably an o iginal element, which has been removed from all other 
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senior officers' quarters. All other interior doors are all flush wood doors. Swinging 
wood doors with a vision panel provide access from the enclosed lanai to the service 
porch and from the kitchen to the dining room. The kitchen and service porches are 
separated by a set of sliding wood door. Closets doors in bedrooms are paired sliding 
wood doors. In bedroom #3 two closets flank a built-in vanity unit; in bedroom #4 
there is a closet with hinged double doors between the closets with sliding doors. 
Most of the original door hardware is still in place. Scored wood valances are a 
decorative element applied to the tops of the windows throughout the house. 

The bathrooms and kitchen have been remodeled with new appliances, fixtures, and 
finishes. Original shower stalls, however, are intact; the one in the servant's 
bathroom still has laminate with metal edging. In addition, both main bathrooms up 
and downstairs have the original built-in, stacked linen closets with sliding wood 
doors. 

Additional original features in the house include: a built-in dresser with a countertop 
in the dressing room; a wood-capped solid rail on the stair; a semi-cylindrical wood
capped rail in the upstairs stair hall; built-in, angled shoe rests in some of the 
bedroom closets; and an original light switch with the servant call device in both 
second-story bedrooms. 

History: See HABS No. HI-355 for a history of the Makalapa Housing Area. The house 
has had fewer alterations compared to other units in the neighborhood. 

Sources: No original drawings and only one as-built drawing was found for this building 
in the Pacific Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Plan File Room, at 
Pearl Harbor Hawaii. The building appears to have been built using reversed and 
slightly revised Type C plans (see HABS No. HI-355-C). 

Historian: Joanmarie Orlowski, Mason Architects, Inc., June 2000. 
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First- and Second-Floor Plans, As-Built Drawing 
Dwg. No. 9774. BLDG. 93 Floor Plan, As Built, Correct as of 10 Apr. 62, 5/08/62 
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