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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

U.S. NAVAL BASE, PEARL HARBOR, NAVAL HOUSING AREA MAKALAPA, 
SENIOR OFFICERS' QUARTERS TYPED 

(U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, Naval Housing Area Makalapa, Facility No. 73) 

HABS No. HI-355-D 

Location: The Makalapa Housing Area, located west of Kamehameha Highway and east 
of the H-1 freeway, is part of the Pearl Harbor Naval Complex, on the south side of 
the island of Oahu, state of Hawaii. It lies outside the boundary of the Pearl Harbor 
National Historic Landmark. This facility is located at 29 Makalapa Drive along the 
rim of the Makalapa Crater within the housing area (see HABS No HI-355 a general 
location map and a map of the area). The address is what the Navy Housing Office 
uses to identify the houses, so this house is also called Quarters 29 Makalapa Drive, 
or Quarters 29. The building in this report is located within the UTM coordinates of 
the Makalapa Housing Area as defined in the location section of the main report HI-
355. 

Significance: This housing type is significant as the residence of flag officers of the 
Navy in Hawaii from 1941 to the present, and as an example of Hawaiian residential 
architecture during the 1940s, in a grouping of related types. The design is notable 
for the use of new materials and minimal ornamentation, with a traditional overall 
appearance. The design accommodated prefabricated components and assembly line 
building techniques, reflecting the need for rapid construction in this period of build
up to World War II. This house represents the later work of one of Hawaii's master 
architects, C.W. Dickey. The house responds well to Hawaii's temperate 
environment, although its design was also influenced by the factors mentioned above. 
Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, who helped direct the war in the Pacific from 1941 to 
1945, was the first resident in this house. 

Description: The Makalapa Housing Area is made up of numerous types of one- and 
two-story single family and duplex residences. Facility 73 at 29 Makalapa Drive is 
the only example of a Type D house. It has been designated as quarters for flag 
officers. It is similar to the Type C houses (see HABS No. HI-355-D), but its dining 
room and enclosed front lanai are larger. Below is a detailed description of this 
house. For a description of the neighborhood's overall appearance, see HABS No. 
HI-355. 

The Type D house has a plan that combines one- and two-story sections. Behind and 
to the left of the main entry hall are two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a dressing room, 
small closet, and connecting halls. To the right of the entrance foyer are the original 
living and dining room space; the rooms adjacent to that L-shaped space are the 
kitchen, enclosed front lanai, service hall, servant's room and bathroom, and a small 
rear enclosed porch. An enclosed rear lanai is attached to the dining room and 
exterior first-floor bedroom wall. A stair leads to the second-story stair hall, study, 
two bedrooms, and two bathrooms on this floor. The net floor area of this house is 
3,245 square feet. The maximum measurements of the building's complex footprint 
are 91'-1" x 56'-4". 
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This house is built on a concrete slab foundation. The original portions of the first
floor exterior walls are concrete brick, and the second-floor has 6-W' drop siding. 
Hip roofs with asphalt shingles cover most of the one- and two-story sections of the 
house. There are gablet louvered vents on the complex hip roof of the one-story 
portion. Low-slope shed roofs cover the front and rear enclosed lanai. An asphalt
shingled pent roof is located on the two-story portion of the house, to shade the first
floor windows. This roof extends to cover the front entry porch, which is supported 
by wood posts and partially enclosed with grid-like trellis walls. The wide eaves 
extend about 3' from the wall, and have exposed rafters with tapered ends that are 
concealed by a small wood fascia. 

The majority of the exterior windows are one-over-one-light double-hung wood sash 
with a distinct symmetrical fenestration pattern on the second-floor front facade. 
There are pairs of double-hung windows flanking four central ones. Other types of 
windows in the house are hopper, sliding, and jalousies. The single one-light hopper 
windows are generally in the bathrooms, and the paired one-light sliding windows are 
in some bedrooms and the servant's quarters. There are two sets of three-light sliding 
glass windows along the exterior wall of the living room wall front facade. The front 
lanai is enclosed with jalousie windows with wide wooden framing between windows 
and a thick horizontal line defining a transom band. Floor-to-ceiling jalousie 
windows, with thinner wood dividers, enclose the rear lanai as well. The front entry 
has a three-light over single-panel door with exterior screened door flanked by three
light sliding windows to each side. Two jalousie doors with jalousie transom lights 
are positioned at the north and south wall of the front enclosed lanai, and two jalousie 
doors without transoms are in the rear lanai, all providing access to the exterior. Two 
wood doors each with a jalousie window panel are also situated at the north and south 
wall of the rear porch. For ventilation purposes, groups of three circular screened 
openings are placed between every three rafters. In addition there are exterior, brick 
"screens" over the hopper windows in the first-floor dressing room and adjacent 
bathroom. 

The interior has undergone many changes since its original construction in 1941. The 
exterior wall in the dining room was removed and the space was extended towards the 
rear of the house. The doors originally between the living room and front lanai have 
been relocated. These paired sliding doors, which have three lights over a single 
panel with matching fixed sections on each side, now provide access from the 
extended dining room to the enclosed rear lanai. The door and two closets between 
the study and bedroom #3 on the second floor have been removed and a closet added 
on the south wall of the room; making the bedroom a much larger space. Also, a door 
was installed between the second-story stair hall wall and the bathroom wall. This 
created a master bedroom with a master bathroom at bedroom #3. Closets were 
installed along the west wall of bedroom #2 with built-in storage cabinets above. 

The interior finish materials and details are generally plain. The walls are all 
plywood panels except in the dining room extension and in the enclosed front and rear 
lanai where drywall or painted brick walls are present. Simple crown and baseboard 
moldings are visible through the house; quarter-round shoe molding is a typical 
feature as well. Door and window casings are similarly plain. Most of the canec 
ceilings have been replaced with drywall. In areas such as the kitchen and bathrooms, 
the plywood panel ceilings are still intact. The front lanai has exposed wood ceiling 
beams. The ceiling at the enclosed rear lanai is partially supported by three pipe 
columns. The ceilings of all second-floor rooms have sloped sections, reflecting the 
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exterior roof form, to allow a higher overall space. Flooring materials vary from 
room to room. Wall-to-wall carpet is installed in all of the bedrooms, the dressing 
room, the front lanai, and dining/living room. Ceramic tile has been laid in all of the 
first-floor bathrooms, entry/foyer, kitchen, service hall, and maid's quarters. The 
upstairs hall is all hardwood, the bathrooms there have vinyl tile flooring, and the rear 
porch is concrete. The rear lanai has a combination of slate tiles and wood flooring. 

Interior doors are generally flush wood doors with original period brass/bronze 
doorknobs and hardware; only the entry door to the master bedroom and bath is a 
louver door. Almost all of the bedroom closet doors are sliding or bi-folding wood 
louvered doors. The only exception is the pair on the north wall of bedroom #2; these 
are original flush wood sliding doors. The built-in closet in the second-floor master 
bathroom has bi-folding wood doors that have replaced the original flush sliders. A 
closet with a single flush wood door is located in the dressing room beneath the stair. 
Flush wood swinging doors with vision panels provide access from the dining/living 
room to the kitchen, and from the front enclosed lanai to the service hall. The door to 
the rear porch from the service hall is also a flush door, but has a painted-over glass 
transom above. The doors that once separated the front lanai from the living room 
have been removed however, the original track system is still in place. 

Most windows have scored wood valances for covering drape or mini blind hardware. 
An interior hopper window between the stair hall wall and bedroom #4 has been 
painted over and is concealed by a bookcase in the stair hall. The windows in the 
first-floor bedrooms were at one time exterior; prior to the rear lanai addition. This 
wall of now interior windows consists of two double-hung windows in bedroom #2, a 
hopper window in the bathroom, and a pair of sliding windows placed high on the 
wall in bedroom #3. 

The stair has wood treads, and a wood-capped solid rail. A built-in bookcase is 
located in the entry, surrounding the door leading to the dressing room. The dressing 
room has a wall-to-wall, built-in dresser with a remodeled countertop. In the rear 
lanai a built-in bookcase, that is two shelves high (with some cabinet storage), 
extends from the north to the south wall. All the bathrooms and kitchen have been 
remodeled with modern cabinets, appliances, fixtures and finishes. Although the 
upstairs master bathroom has its original shower stall, it too has been renovated. 
When the kitchen was remodeled some of the cabinets and an additional sink were 
removed and relocated to the service hall/foyer. 

This house is located on the rim of the Mak:alapa Crater, between two Type C 
residences. A sloped retaining wall of local rock, about 3' high, runs along the street 
side of the house. There is a gabled metal canopy, supported on angled pipe framing, 
over the main entry stair. Another stair leads from the garage to the side entrances of 
the house. A stepping stone walkway is along the north side of the house. A mature 
banyan tree shades the front yard, and areca palms and a mock orange hedge screen 
the house from the street. 

History: See HABS No. HI-355 for a history of the Mak:alapa Housing Area. This house 
was built just before the Pearl Harbor attack in 1941 and is named after Rear Admiral 
Raymond A. Spruance, the first resident of the house. It was originally very similar 
to the Type C house but has undergone many design modifications over the years. Its 
main visible difference is in the extended dining room and enlarged enclosed front 
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terrace that serves as a state dining room. Like some of the Type C houses, there is 
also an enclosed rear lanai. 

Sources: Architectural Drawings: Original drawings, and any drawings completed up to 
the present for building renovations by the U.S. Navy, are located at the Pacific 
Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command, Plan File Room, Pearl Harbor 
Hawaii. The original drawings for this building are probably the same as those for the 
Type C houses (see HABS No. HI-355-D). Copies of one alteration drawing and the 
current floor plans and elevations are included in this report. The current drawings 
are from the Flag Quarters study of this house by the La Mesa, California Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command, titled Pacific Division Quarters 29 Naval Base 
Pearl Harbor, Flag and General Officers Quarters Facilities Maintenance 
Management Plan. · 

Historian: Joanmarie Orlowski, Mason Architects, Inc., June 2000. 
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First and Second Floor Plans 
DWG. NO. 9763. Floor Plans, Correct as of 10 Apr. 62. 5108162 
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First Floor Plan, Recent Drawing 
Naval Facilities Engineering Commana:. p.2-8 . 
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Second Floor Plan, Recent Drawing 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. p. 2-9. 
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Exterior Elevations, Recent Drawing 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. p. 2-12. 
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Exterior Elevations, Recent Drawing 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. p. 2-13. 
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