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Location: Between Vickers and Hangar Avenues, From "D" to "E" Streets, Hickam Air Force 
Base, directly east of the entrance to Pearl Harbor, City and County of Honolulu vicinity, Island 
of Oahu, Hawaii. 

Significance: When completed in 1940, this huge barracks building was the world's largest 
single military barracks structure. It was a major target for the Japanese during the attack on 
December 7, 1941, and was the site of most of the base's casualties that day. 

Description: The original floor plan is a large H-shape, with three wings on each side in one 
direction, and two wings on each side in the other direction. The original entries, inset at the 
center, ends and inner comers of the wings, have a fluted pilaster-like section on either side of 
the inset area. Brown floor tiles are at the inset entry area. The three-story concrete building has 
horizontal shade fins above the windows of the lower two floors, a wide-eave wood roof 
structure with screen vents between the rafters, and asphalt shingle roofing. 

History: This enormous three-story reinforced concrete building was built by McKee 
Construction Company of El Paso, Texas, who was the low bidder at $1,039,000. Construction 
was started in 1939, and completed in 1940. It was designed to house 3,200 enlisted men, and 
originally had two barber shops, a branch of the post exchange, a laundry and tailor shop, 
medical dispensary, dayrooms, and a 26,741 square foot mess hall at the middle of the building, 
which could seat and feed 2,000 people at a time. 

Nicknamed the "Hickam Hotel," it was later named Hale Makai, which means "house by the 
sea," in a "Name the Big Barracks" contest. Hickam personnel began to live in the building 
while construction was still in progress, with the first group moving in during January 1940, and 
the last group in September of that year. This structure was a major target for the attacking 
Japanese aircraft on December 7, 1941. Several bombs crashed through the roof, killing many 
on the top floor. The mess hall, located at the center of the barracks complex, took a direct hit 
from a 500-pound bomb, instantly killing 35 men that were eating breakfast. The marks from 
bullets that spattered the walls of the building are still visible. 

Five wings of the barracks building were converted in 1957 to administrative offices, and a new 
entrance was constructed on the northeast side, connecting two wings of the building. Later 
renovations converted the remaining dormitory areas to administrative offices. Many of the 
windows have been replaced or infilled, and several non-conforming single story additions have 
been built in-between the wings. 

This structure is currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Hickam 
Field National Historic Landmark. 

Note: For additional written historical and descriptive information please see the main entry for 
Hickam Air Force Base (Hickam Field), HABS No. HI-164. 
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Building No. 1102 is a contributing element within the Hickam Field 
National Historic Landmark. It is significant for its associations with the 
history of the early development of Hickam Air Field and for its 
associations with the Japanese attack on the island of Oahu on 
December 7, 1945. It is also architecturally significant as the largest 
barracks building constructed by the U.S. Army in the pre-World War II 
period, whose modest Art Deco design is in keeping with other major 
buildings constructed at Hickam Air Field prior to 1941. 

Building No. 1102 is an enormous, straight-forward, three-story, 
reinforced concrete building with minimal ornamentation. It has 456,203 
square feet, over ten acres, under roof, and as originally planned, 
presented a balanced, near symmetrical appearance. Its 120" x 220" 
central core (Wing M), which originally functioned as a mess hall, had five 
wings extending off its northeast (Wings F, G, H, I, and J) and southwest 
(Wings A, B, C, D and L) sides, and one wing each off its southeast (Wing 
E) and northwest (Wing K) sides. Wing K, the two-story kitchen wing 
interrupts the symmetry of the building with its hammer head terminus. 
This symmetry was further disrupted in 1957 when a two-and-one-half 
story Wing N was constructed on the northeast side to connect Wings G 
and I, in order to provide a more imposing entry and additional 
administrative office space. Its design differs from that of the remainder of 
the building in that it features pylon-like lava rock veneers flanking either 
side of its entry. Originally the entry had a centered wooden information 
booth with open entries to either side of the booth. The booth has been 
changed to a solid wall, and bronze aluminum doorways have been 
installed in the original open passageways. The wing has a flat roof with 
a high parapet wall on its exterior side to conceal the mechanical 
equipment on the roof. 

The five wings at either end of Wing M are laid out in a pavilion plan with 
additional wings extending off the ends of each central body. In addition 
to the resulting northeast and southwest side courtyards, a pair of 
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courtyards are formed on the southeast and northwest sides the result of 
the presence of Wings Kand E (see Fig. 2). 

The wings are all 61'-4" wide and vary in length, with Wings L and J 
having six 20' long structural bays, while Wings A, C, D, E, F, G and I all 
feature seven 20' long bays. Wing K runs 120'-1-1/2" from its intersection 
with Wing M to the base of the hammer head. The hammer head adds 
another 41 '-4" to its length and is 104' -6" wide. 

Building 1102 presents a very horizontal profile with a low pitched, 
standing seam metal, hipped roof with wide overhanging eaves, and sits 
on a concrete slab foundation supported by subterranean concrete piers. 
No rafter tails are visible. The building is distinguished by its bands of 
modern, bronzed aluminum windows which wrap around the building on 
each floor. The windows on the lower two floors are protected from the 
elements by thin, flat concrete hoods which follow above the line of the 
windows for all wings except K and M. The windows and hoods further 
accentuate the ground-hugging character of the structure. In certain 
areas of the building, the window openings have been in-filled with 
concrete block in order to accommodate the mission functions undertaken 
in those sections of the building. 

In-filled Window openings may be found in: 

Wing E on the entire first story of its southwest wall, and the east end of 
its second story. The remainder of this walls' second floor and third floor 
contain windows. The windows on the first and second stories at the end 
of this wing and along the east end of its northeast wall have also been 
enclosed. In addition a free-standing, single story, flat roofed generator 
building, dating from 1987, runs down much of the latter wall. This 
location was the site of a generator building since at least 1966, when a 
building smaller than the existing structure was erected. 

Wing F has a portion of its first and third stories of its southwest wall in
filled, as well as a section of all three floors on its northeast wall. 

Wing M has all its first and second floor windows in-filled on both its east 
and west elevations. 

Wing K has all its first story window openings in-filled in the handle 
portion of the wing, on both its southwest and northeast walls. In 
addition, the openings on the northeast wall of the handle have also been 
in-filled on the second story. 

Originally the building featured a low pitched, standing seam metal, 
hipped roof with continuous ridge ventilators. The overhanging eaves 
were adorned by exposed rafter tails painted blue-green and the present 
bands of windows were simply screened openings with wood frames 
painted watermelon green. The undersides of the eaves were painted a 
straw color, and the walls of the building were oyster white. Parts of this 
roof were replaced after December 7, 1941, and again in 1955. The 1955 
roof included individual ventilators on the ridge line. In 1997 the present 
roof was installed, without ventilators. 
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Each wing, other than H,J, K, L, and M, has recessed double door entries 
centered on their side elevations. These entries feature cantilevered, 
stylized pedimented porticoes and fluted Art Deco inspired pilasters, 
which frame the entry. The recesses have non-original tiled walls which 
have been painted a beige color, which matches the overall color of the 
building. In addition, Wings D, L, F, J, and E, which extend off the 
building in an easterly and westerly direction, have an additional set of 
double door entries near where these wings intersect with Wings B, M, 
and H. These entries are completely devoid of embellishment, with the 
thin, flat concrete hoods which run around the building offering the only 
protection from the elements. Wings E and K have centered entries in 
their end walls. Ten concrete steps lead up to the double door entry at 
the end of Wing E. This entry is not original; however it has been 
designed to match the center entries of the other wings in the building. 
The entry at the end of Wing K is original; however, it has a modern door. 

The building initially functioned as a barracks. In addition to housing and 
feeding air corps men the building also contained two branches of the 
Post Exchange, two tailor shops, and two barbershops, one set of each 
on the first floors of Wings Band H. Wings A, C, D, L, E, F, G, and I all 
served to house troops on all three floors. The upper floors of Wings B 
and H accommodated storage spaces and day rooms. The wings that 
served to house the troops included open bay squad rooms for sleeping, 
day rooms, and squadron offices, as well as storage and mechanical 
rooms. The longer wings contained the day rooms, which were at their 
terminus, with the squad rooms closest to the middle of the building and 
the latrines and showers. 

Originally Wing M contained the mess hall and all wings accessed this 
three story high space, with third floor mezzanines looking down upon the 
dining room from the sides bordering Wings K, and E. A cafeteria line in 
Wing K supported the mess hall, and the kitchen was behind this two
story high food service area. At the end of Wing K, in the northwest 
corner of the hammer's head was a two-story high boiler room. On the 
second floor, adjacent to the boiler room, were the cooks' quarters and 
office. A simple, narrow, straight run stairwell accesses this second floor. 
The stairway's glazed structural tile walls have been painted over, and its 
wood hand rails remain in place, affixed directly to the walls, the only 
remaining historic material in this wing. 

Both Wing M and K have been almost completely modified to address 
office functions. Second and third floors have been added to Wing M and 
Wing K now has a second floor throughout its length. The original two
story spanning, fixed sash, lower level windows on Wing M's two exterior 
fronting walls have been supplanted with concrete masonry blocks, as 
have the first story windows of the handle of Wing K's hammer shape. 
All other windows in these two wings are modern bronzed aluminum, 
which match the remainder of the building. The hammer end of Wing K is 
seven bays wide with a centered doorway flanked by awning windows in 
each of the three bays on either side. The windows are on both the first 
and second stories, with a metal plate in the intervening space. Simple, 
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unadorned pilasters demarcate the bays. Similar fenestration is found 
along the two bays of the hammer head's side walls. 

Over the course of time not only were Wings M and K modified for office 
purposes, but so too were all the other areas of Building 1102 
incrementally converted from barracks to office use. As a result almost all 
the original interior fabric of the building has disappeared. The 10'-6" 
from top of floor to top of floor spacing of the floors remains intact; 
however, in most instances is now concealed by drop ceilings. Similarly 
although some floors areas still have their red historic asphalt tiling 
exposed, most of the floor areas are now covered with wall to wall 
carpeting. 

The four 18' -8" square light courts in the building remain intact, and are 
located at the two ends of Wings B and H, where these wings intersect 
with the wings which originally housed the troops. Originally the light 
courts provided light and ventilation to the gang showers and latrines 
which surrounded the light courts on all four sides. The original windows 
are no longer present, and aluminum awning windows, most likely dating 
from 1955, now serve in their stead. 

The only other intact historic interior finishes may be found in the 
stairwells and in the corridors surrounding some of the light courts. Each 
protruding wing, with the exception of Wings J, K, and L, have a stair at 
the center of the wing, and all protruding wings, with the exception of 
Wing K, have a stair at their head, where they connect to the main body 
of the building (Wings M, B and H). The stairwells originally featured 
glazed structural tile walls and metal treads and risers. The stairs had a 
metal balustrade with %" square balusters set 5-1/2" on center. The 
metal balustrades were capped by a wood handrail and featured 4" x 4" 
pressed steel newels with pyramidal caps. A 12" wide metal fascia ran 
below the railing. From the top of the tread to top of the railing measured 
3'-3" high. Many of the building's stairwells have been modified to 
address fire safety concerns as well as modern design considerations. 
The most intact stairways are found at the ends of wings F, G, and I at 
their intersection with Wing H. These three stairs remain completely open 
and completely intact with their glazed structural tile walls and unmodified 
railings. They have half turns with landings as they ascend from the first 
to second floors, and again as they go from the second to third floors. In 
addition the corridors adjacent to Wing F and G's stairwells, which 
encircle the light court in their corner of the building, also are very much 
intact on the first and third floors, retaining their glazed structural tile walls 
and possibly some doors which appear to date back to the 1955 
remodeling of the building. All the other stairs have been modified to 
some degree. The corridors around the light court at the intersection of 
Wings I, J and H also retain their tile work, although the walls on the 
second floor have been painted. 

Wing A's center stairwell has none of its structural glazed tile walls visible 
and it has been enclosed to meet fire safety concerns. Its original railing 
remains visible. Its stair adjoining the intersection with Wing B remains 
open and retains its original tile work. However, a chair lift to 
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accommodate people with disabilities compromises the hand rail. The 
integrity of the stairs is further enhanced by the presence of structural 
glazed tile walls around the light court at the intersection of Wings A, B, 
and L on the third floor, as well as a portion on the second floor. 

Wing C's center stairwell's structural glazed tile walls between the first 
and second floors are no longer visible and its railing has been enclosed. 
The upper level's tile walls have been painted. The stair adjoining the 
intersection with Wing B has been enclosed to address fire safety 
concerns. 

Wing D's center stairwell has been enclosed between the first and second 
floors and its tile walls and railings are not visible. Between the second 
and third floors its tile walls and railings are intact. The enclosed stair 
near the intersection with Wing B retains its original railing, but no tile is 
visible between the first and second floors, the stairs to the top floor 
retains both its tile walls and railing. 

Wing E' s enclosed center stairwell retains its original railing and its tile 
walls have been painted. Portions of the second and third floor corridors 
adjacent to the stairs retain their tile walls, but these too have been 
painted. The stair next to the intersection with Wing M is also enclosed 
and retains its original railing and tile between the first and second floors. 
The flight ascending to the third floor also retains its railing, but the tile 
walls have been painted. 

Wing F's center stairwell has been enclosed, with no tile visible; however 
its original railing remains intact. 

Wing G's center stair is enclosed and neither its tile walls nor railings are 
visible between the first and second floors. The stairs leading to the third 
floor also has no visible tile work, but its railing is evident. 

Wing l's center stairwell is enclosed. Its tile walls are not visible between 
the first and second floors, although its original railing remains intact. The 
stairs between the second and third floor retains not only its original 
railing, but its tile walls are visible, although painted. In addition the 
hallway on the third floor retains a portion of its tile wall; however this too 
is painted. 

Wing J has only one stairwell, located next to the intersection with Wing 
H, which has been enclosed, and its original fabric is not visible. 

Wing L also features only one stairwell, next to the intersection of Wing B. 
The stair has its tile walls painted between the first and second floors, 
while the stairwell between the second and third floors remains intact. In 
addition a portion of the corridor on the third floor retains its original tile 
work in the area by the light court. 

Other alterations to the building include a single story, flat roofed, emu 
snack bar that was added to the southwest side of Wing J in 1965, and 
the inclusion of a laundry on the first floor of the southwest corner of Wing 
M on the first floor, and an officers' barber shop on the third floor of Wing 
H in its southeast corner. The latter was placed in the building in 1960. 
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Although much of the interior of the building has been heavily modified, 
and such exterior elements as the enclosing of the original screened 
openings with bronzed aluminum windows or emu infill has transpired, 
Building 1102 still retains a strong sense of integrity thanks to its overall 
massing, the retention of a portion of its December 7, 1941 damage, and 
the number of intact or partially intact glazed structural tile walls 
encountered at various locations throughout the interior. In addition, 
Wing N, which was added in 1957 is over fifty years old and has attained 
significance in its own right for its associations with the conversion of the 
mauka (mountain facing) wings of the building for PACAF's administrative 
purposes. 

Historic Landscape 

Hickam Field was laid out following the precepts of the Garden City 
Movement and therefore its landscape was characterized by winding, tree 
lined roads and buildings set back from the streets with generously 
planted green spaces. The landscaping of the post was an integral and 
significant part of its design. 

The original landscape plans for Building 1102 followed the same 
romantic spirit as the overall plan for Hickam Field and was consistent in 
design with other administration, civic and community support buildings 
on the post. The building was provided with generous setbacks from the 
four corners of its grounds, and the numerous courtyards framed by the 
various wings provided an extraordinary amount of green space around 
the building. Royal palms (Roystonea regia), planted as part of the 
overall landscape design for the post, lined the periphery of the block on 
which the building stood, and in addition, a parade ground, which is now a 
parking lot, stood on the mauka (mountain) side of the building, further 
contributing to the spaciousness surrounding the structure. 

An underlying sense of balanced asymmetry, developed through the use 
of an assortment of shrubs placed in beds with curving edges, formed a 
foundation upon which the larger composition of the building's grounds 
freely flowed. The beds were laid out in a symmetric manner along the 
building walls and at sidewalk intersections, but this balanced regularity 
was bestowed with an asymmetric diversity which was achieved by 
utilizing different plant materials in each of the beds. The linear 
placement of trees on the property was shunned, with groupings and 
clusters preferred. The placement of these clusters as well as individual 
trees liberally deviated from the symmetric layout of the beds, to provide a 
more natural, random element to the overall design. Of the approximately 
11,630 plants which were scheduled to beautify the building's grounds, 
only twenty to twenty-five mature trees remain today, with thirteen of 
these being coconut palms. 

Landscaping plans for Building 1102 were prepared by the Quartermaster 
Corps in Hawaii in two increments. In September 1938, before 
construction had even commenced on the building, John Bergen, the 
post's chief landscape architect, drew the landscape plans for the corner 
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of the grounds framed by Wings C and D. In October 1939, plans were 
drawn for the remainder of the grounds surrounding the building, with 
George W. Pope, who had been the landscape superintendent at Hickam 
Field since May 1938, drawing the plans for areas framed by Wings D, E, 
F, G, I, and J, and draftsmen Louis Braz and A. Dong drawing the plans 
for the areas framed by Wings, C, A, L, K, and J. 

In his plans for the area fronting Wings C and D (see Fig. 34) Berger set 
forth the design program which was followed for the entire building. His 
plan placed groupings of various palms and sagos along the edges of the 
expansive lawn nearest the roadways, scattered a number of accent trees 
to shade the walkways and disrupt the flat flow of the lawn on the interior 
of the corner, and near the building placed curvilinear beds of colorful and 
flowering shrubs, with assorted palms rising from the beds. He called for 
the use of forty five different types of plants in this area. With the 
exception of a pandanus (Pandanus tectorius) near the corner entry to 
Wing D, and several coconut palms (Cocos nucitera), all plants were 
exotics, which reflected the palette of the period. The various palms 
included coconut palms, Blue Latan (Latania loddigesil), MacArthur 
(Actinophyloeus macarthuri), Areca (Areca catechu and lutescends), 
fishtail (Caryota Mitis), Washington, (Washingtonia filifers), Manila 
(Adonidia merrillii), Seamberry (Coccothrinax argentea), Coyure, 
(Martinezia caryotaefolia), Blue Hesper (Erythea armata), and Pritchardia 
Pacifica, a Fijian species of the only genus of palms with endemic species 
in Hawaii. In addition three Sago Palms (Cycas revolute) were near the 
corner of Hangar Avenue and D Street. With the exception of the Blue 
Hesper, Coyure, and Seamberry palms, all the other palms were 
commonly found in the islands, which was consistent with the fact that all 
the plants propagated at the nursery were donated to the Air Force by 
Hawaii residents. A pair of Date Palms (Phoenix canariensus) flanked 
the center entry to Wing C. Accent trees included a Chinese Banyan 
(Ficus robusta), a pair of Royal Poinciana (Poinciana regia), and a 
Colvillea (Co/vii/ea racemosa). Among the shrubs were many which were 
fairly common to Hawaii including Mock Orange (Murraya paniculata), 
Chenille (Acalpha hispida), Golden Eldorado (Eranthemum eldorado), 
Galphimia (Galphimia glauca), Caricature Plant (Graptophylum pictum), 
Singapore Holly (Malpighia coccigera), assorted hibiscus (Ma/vaceae), 
Plumbago (Plumbago capensis), Coral Plant (Russe/ia equisetiformis), 
Yellow Elder (Tecoma stans), and Crown of Thorns (Euphorbia 
splendens). 

The beds planted with shrubs no longer exist; however, several of the 
original trees still remain in place. These include the two Date Palms 
flanking the entry to Wing C, the Chinese Banyan along the walkway in 
front of Wing C, and a pair of coconut palms near the end of Wing D. A 
group of three palms growing near the corner entry of Wing D may also 
have been part of the original landscape, but will require someone with 
more expertise than the author to satisfactorily ascertain their age, as 
they are not Areca Palms, as originally called for in the plans, but are 
planted in the area calling for a cluster of three palms. 
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The courtyards formed by Wings D, E, and F retain none of their original 
plantings, having been paved to support mechanical and electrical 
functions. However, a coconut palm in front of the makai (ocean facing) 
corner of Wing E appears to be original as does an Octopus Tree 
(Brassia actinophylla) at the mauka (mountain facing) corner of this wing. 
The Octopus Tree was one of a cluster of three originally defining that 
corner of the building. 

Originally George Pope designed these two courtyards to have a set of 
centered, intersecting sidewalks to divide the areas into four parterre-like 
lawns (see Fig. 35). The sidewalks flared outward near where they met, 
enlarging their intersection and allowing it to serve as a central focal point 
for the courtyard. Historic photographs reveal these sidewalks were 
installed, and benches lined the sidewalks leading to the entries to the 
wings. In the courtyard between Wings D and E, the plans called for the 
blue flowered Thumbergia (Thumbergia erectus) plant and an edge
defining groundcover of Joy Weed (Alternanthera amoena) to border the 
four diagonal sides of the intersection. A pair of Date Palms and a pair of 
sago palms further gave definition to the intersection, with one in each 
quadrant. The proposed plantings in the courtyard formed by Wings E 
and F differed from its neighbor and its intersection was graced with 
Lantana (Lantana sellowiana) with a grassy ground cover of Arundo. 

As in the Berger plan for Wings C and D, shrubs were to be planted in 
beds close to the building in both courtyards, and palms grew up from the 
beds. As well as some of the palms used by Berger, Chinese Fan Palms 
(Livistona chinensis) were added to the beds, and a Bottle Palm 
(Hyophorbe amaracaulis) and the second species of Fijian Pritchardia 
palm (Pritchardia thurstonii) joined Washington, fishtail, and sago palms 
to adorn the lawn areas. Again many shrubs used by Berger appeared in 
the beds of the two courtyards, with noteworthy additions being assorted 
ferns, Heloconia Brasiliensis, Pentas carnea, green Ti (Cordyline 
terminalis), Caladium bicolor, and Shingle Plant (Monstera latevaginata). 

Pope also drew the landscape plans for the entire mauka side of Building 
1102, encompassing the areas framed by Wings F, G, I, and J. Plans for 
the corner framed by Wings F and G (see Fig. 36) featured a softball 
diamond in the area now devoted to the drive, parking and lawn. 
Whether the softball field was ever built, is uncertain as it is not readily 
apparent from photographs taken after the completion of the building and 
others taken shortly after the attack of December 7, 1941. The corner's 
outer perimeter, defined by Hangar Avenue and E Street, was devoid of 
any trees, other than the street's Royal Palms, and the intersections of 
the sidewalks leading in from the roads were accented by plantings. 
Allamanda (Allamanda hendersonit) brightened the head of the sidewalk 
going in from Hangar Avenue, and its compatriot running in from E Street 
featured Lime Berry (Triphasia trifolia). Otherwise plantings were 
restricted to the fifty foot wide space defined by the walls of the two wings 
and the sidewalks which ran parallel to them. In this area the plans called 
for the planting of thirty nine different species, most of which appeared in 
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other areas of the grounds surrounding the building. Noteworthy 
elements included the pair of sago palms which flanked the center entry 
of Wing F and the Areca Palms which rose from the planted beds on 
either side of Wing G's centered entry. A native Loulu Palm (Pritchardia 
affinis) stood along Wing G near the sidewalk that led to the corner entry. 
This was one of the less cultivated native Pritchardia, which originally was 
only found in the South Kona district of the island of Hawaii. At the corner 
of Wing G stood a Golden Shower tree (Cassia fistula) and a Haole Kou 
(Cordia sebestana). The latter, used instead of the native Kou (Cordia 
subcordata), again underscored the period's more prevalent use of 
exotics rather than native plant materials. Cape Honeysuckle (Tecomaria 
capensis), Oleander (Nerium indicum), Plumbago, assorted hibiscus, both 
purple and yellow Eldorado, and Thumbergia adorned the beds along 
Wing F, and the walls of Wing G were enhanced by the presence of Mock 
Orange, Philippine Violets (Barleria cristata and rosea), Plumbago, 
Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica), and other colorful shrubs. The only 
possible surviving plants from this original design may be two palms 
which stand to the right of the corner entry long Wing G, if these prove to 
be Pritchardia pacifica and Washingtonia. 

The courtyard framed by Wings G and I (see Fig. 37) has been 
completely altered as Wing N was constructed to connect these two 
wings and the Courtyard of Heroes was developed in the interior portion 
of this area. Originally this courtyard was laid out in a manner similar to 
those formed by Wings D, E, and F. Its sidewalk intersection featured an 
ornamental succulent, belonging to the genus Pedilanthus, with Lime 
Berry in the front. Again, curvilinear beds next to the walls and adjoining 
sidewalk intersections were planted with a variety of colorful shrubs. The 
lawn areas featured various palms, and these trees also appeared in the 
beds. A pair of Pandanus trees were to flank the sidewalks approaching 
the centered entries of both Wings G and I, with Areca Palms rising from 
the beds flanking the entries. The centered entry to Wing H, at the rear of 
the courtyard wasto be accented by Traveler Palms (Ravena/a 
madagascariensis). The broad leafed appearance of these trees was 
further reinforced by the presence of eight Banana trees (Musa 
paradisiaca) rising up from the planted beds. 

The landscaping plan for the mauka corner of the building framed by 
Wings I and J, is consistent with the style followed in other areas around 
the building. A pair of Pandanus were to flank the approach to Wing l's 
centered entry, echoing the similar entry treatment in the courtyard 
between Wings G and I. Octopus Trees and Coconut Palms defined the 
corner of Wing I, and Blue Latan Palms, Banana trees, and Chinese 
Palms further diversified the upper story. Three coconut palms near the 
corner of Wing I appear to be the sole surviving plant materials from the 
original plan for this corner of the grounds. 

The landscape plans for either side of Wing K were drawn by the 
draftsmen Louis Braz and A. Dung (see Fig. 38). T- shaped sidewalks 
led up to side entries to the three wings, entering the kitchen wing just 
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beyond the head of its hammer. A pair of sago palms (Cycas circinalis) 
were to flank the walkway of the court yard between Wings J and K near 
the T, and a pair of fishtail palms were called out to serve a similar 
decorative function for the sidewalk between Wings K and L. Although 
trees are present in the beds and open spaces of both courtyards, they 
are not as numerous as in other areas around the building, and indeed, 
less plant material was used in these two courtyards than anywhere else 
around the building. Palms in this area included Coconut, Washingtonia, 
Date, Manila, Blue Latan, and Areca, all of which were found in other 
areas surrounding the building. In addition, a Princess or Red Palm 
(Dictyosperma rebrum) rose from a bed along the walls of Wing J and a 
less commonly cultivated native Loulu palm (Pritchardia /oweryana) 
stood immediately beyond the sidewalk in the court yard formed by Wings 
K and L. A Haole Kou accented the back corner of the courtyard formed 
by Wings, J, M and K, and a Breadfruit Tree (Artocarpis communis) was 
placed in the open space at the rear of the court formed by Wings K, M 
and L. Octopus Trees flanked the entry at the terminus of Wing K. None 
of the original landscape for these two courtyards remains today. The 
date of the large Plumeria trees that now stand in front of Wing K is 
unknown. 

Braz and Dung also drew the landscape plans for the corner of the 
grounds formed by Wings L and A, and the courtyard formed by Wings A, 
B, and C (see Fig. 39). The corner of the grounds defined by Wings L 
and A had an India Rubber Tree (Ficus elastica) as a central focal point 
and featured a number of other specimen trees including a Haole Kou, 
Bauhinia varecoata, and a Sausage Tree (Kige/ia pinata). The latter still 
remains as part of the present landscape, as do two sago palms which 
adjoin the two sidewalks from the neighboring streets. Other surviving 
remnants of the original landscape include a cluster of four coconut palms 
and a cluster of three coconut palms which stand on either side of the 
sidewalk entering the premises from D Street. Also of note, although no 
longer extant, a pair of Dragon Blood Trees (Dracaena draco) were 
planned to flank the center entry to Wing A. 

The courtyard defined by Wings A, B, and C has been completely 
redesigned. Originally it was laid out in a manner similar to those formed 
by Wings D, E, and F. Its sidewalk intersection featured Crown of Thorns 
with a ground cover of purple Hemigraphis (Hemigraphis colorata). Sago 
palms flanked the center entries to both Wings A and C, and a pair of 
fishtail palms accentuated the sidewalk leading to Wing B's center entry. 
Among the plantings called for in the beds was Lauae fern, golden 
bamboo (Bambusa vulgaris), Pride of Barbados (Caesa/pinia 
pulcherrima), and assorted aloe cacti. 

From the few remaining plants from the original drawings plus from what 
can be garnered from the photographs taken after the opening of Building 
1102 and immediately after December 7, 1941 it appears that many 
aspects of the landscape plans were implemented, however, the plans 
may not have been strictly adhered to, as some plants in the photographs 
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do not correspond to the species called out in the plans. Also, it is 
uncertain if planting had been completed by the time Wolrd War II 
commenced, as Fig. depicts several plants still in pots. These appear to 
be Areca palms, and whether they were intended for planting or if they 
came out of the mess hall is unknown. 

As part of the mitigation for the long-term remodeling of Building 1102 a 
separate cultural landscape report will be prepared which will address the 
building's grounds in more detail. 

Damage Inflicted on December 7, 1941 

Building 1102 was one of the major targets during the surprise air attack 
of December 7, 1941 on Hickam Field. Over twenty five percent of the 
bombs dropped on the post that day struck Building 1102, and the 
building incurred the heaviest casualty rate of any location on the air field. 
Evidence of the attack is still readily seen on the building in the form of 
bullet and shrapnel holes in the exterior walls, interior stairs, and interior 
walls. In addition, in a number of interior locations replacement tiles in 
the existing structural glazed tile walls are readily noticeable. Most of 
these tile repairs were made to address the damage inflicted to the walls 
on December 7, 1941. 

On the exterior of the building damage is readily observed on the walls of: 

Wing A, on the first story on both sides of its southwest corner; 

Wing B, on the second story of its southwest wall there are some small 
bullet holes; 

Wing D, on the second and third stories along its southwest wall; 

Wing E, on all three stories of its northeast wall; 

Wing F, on the second story at the end closest to the wing's intersection 
with Wing M; 

Wing G, on the first and second stories along its southeast wall, and on 
all three stories of its northwest wall near its intersection with Wing N, in 
the Courtyard of Heroes; 

Wing I on its first and second stories of its southeast wall near its 
intersection with Wing N, in the Courtyard of Heroes, and on the first and 
second stories of its northwest wall towards the end where it intersects 
Wing J, with less damage evident also on the third story in this area. 

Wing J, on its northwest wall on the first and second story near the end of 
the wing; and 

Wing L, on the first and third stories along its southwest wall, and along 
the first, second and third stories of its northeast wall, with the least 
damage found on the third story of the northeast wall. 

On the interior a large shrapnel hole may be found in a first floor office in 
WingB. 
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Also on the interior, bullet holes may be found in: 

The sixth and twelfth risers from the bottom of the first run of the central 
stair in Wing I; 

The tenth and eleventh risers from the bottom of the first run of the central 
stair in Wing A; and 

The tenth, eleventh and fifteenth risers from the bottom of the first run of 
the central stairs in Wing C. 

The evidence of the December 7, 1941 attack is only a relatively small 
portion of the havoc wreaked upon the building that day. Certain parts of 
the building, such as Wing M, in all likelihood were repaired during World 
War II, but information on this effort was not uncovered. A 1942 
photograph shows the building completely roofed. Other parts of the 
building were not repaired until the 1950s. This includes Wings M and K 
in 1952, and Wings D, F, I, and J in 1955-56. The latter work included; 
extensive structural repairs to the second and third floors of Wings I and 
J, which in part entailed replacing structural columns in Wing I, including 
three wall columns; and heavy repairs to the southwest corner of Wing F 
on the third floor. The roof structure had to be repaired in these three 
wings, as well as in Wings A, B, and D. The concrete eyebrow hood on 
Wing J also required extensive repair work. 

As part of the mitigation for the long-term remodeling of Building 1102 a 
separate report on the extant December 7, 1941 damage to Building 1102 
will be prepared which will address the extant damage in more detail. 

Historical Context: Overview of the Development of Hickam Airfield 

In 1928 the present site of Hickam Air Force Base was selected by a 
Board of Officers as the location for a new Army Airfield, which was 
envisioned to be not only the principal airfield in Hawaii, but also a 
"symbol and sinew of the Nation's growing air power." (Hunt, p. 41 ). The 
property was strategically located, with Pearl Harbor adjoining it to its 
west and north, John Rodgers Field (now Honolulu International Airport) 
to its east, and Fort Kamehameha to its south. The United States 
Attorney General immediately initiated condemnation proceedings to 
acquire the desired lands, but a lack of funding suspended these 
proceedings until 1935. In that year the Army purchased the 2,225.46 
acres for $1,091,238.12, and the proposed new airfield was dedicated on 
May 31, 1935, being named for Lt. Colonel Horace Meek Hickam, an 
aviation pioneer who had been killed in an aviation mishap at Fort 
Crockett in Galveston, Texas on November 5, 1934. 

The Quartermaster Corps assigned Captain Howard B. Nurse to Hawaii 
to layout the new airfield and oversee its construction. He reported for 
duty to General Hugh A. Drum on July 26, 1935, and was accompanied 
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by Major Don L. Hutchins of the Army Air Corps, who served as a 
technical advisor. These two men previously had successfully 
collaborated on the design and construction of Randolph Field in San 
Antonio, Texas and Hamilton Field in San Rafael, California. Nurse was 
born on December 12, 1881 in Rochester, New York, and graduated from 
Rochester Mechanics Institute in 1904. He apprenticed in an architect's 
office, and then practiced as a registered architect for ten years in 
Rochester, before obtaining a commission during World War I. Following 
the war, from 1919-1923, he was responsible for the design and 
construction of a major Army storage depot in Schenectady, New York. 
He then served in the Philippine Islands from 1923-1925. 

Upon reaching Hawaii, Captain Nurse set up his offices at Hickam Field in 
the former school building at Watertown, and immediately commenced 
laying out the new airfield (see Fig. 3). In discussing his design for the 
new air field, Nurse, in a July 1, 1938 Air Corps Newsletter indicated he 
endeavored, 

To get away from a stereotyped form of building, [as] it is 
also hoped to develop individuality in the grounds and 
landscaping as well, so that when completed Hickam Field 
will be not only a credit to our Government but a source of 
pride to the good people of fair Hawaii. (p. 10) 

Designed to house a complete bombardment wing plus support shops 
and spare parts warehouses, Hickam Field by the time of its completion in 
1939 was the Army's largest air field and it possessed the only runway in 
the islands large enough to accommodate the B-17 bomber. Nurse's 
layout plan was approved by Major General Drum on August 16, 1935, 
and Master Sergeant Harry A. Chapman was assigned the responsibility 
of superintending construction. 

Funds for the first units of construction were released of September 14, 
1935, and by the end of the year the site was cleared. During 1936 the 
main roads were constructed, as well as a railroad spur. In addition 
contracts were awarded for the construction of four large hangars, ten 
magazines, a radio building, and a dock and submarine net pier. Also 
included in this initial phase of construction were the first section of the 
runway and the beginning segments of the water and sewer systems. In 
addition, a nursery was established in the area to the west of the present 
water tower to provide trees and shrubs to landscape the post. 

The nursery and its 30 gardeners were under the direction of Staff 
Sergeant G. Kreitz, who also had served with Captain Nurse at Hamilton 
Field, and prior to that had worked at March Field in California. Base 
mess halls throughout Oahu saved their cans so they could be used as 
pots to start the over 300,000 trees and shrubs which were propagated at 
the nursery. Approximately 250 different types of plants were nurtured at 
the nursery, including 41 different varieties of palms. 

In May 1938, George W. Pope, the former landscape architect for Hawaii 
National Park, was appointed the landscape superintendent at Hickam 
Field. The son of Doctor Willis T. Pope, the first president of the 
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University of Hawaii, George W. Pope had graduated from Punahou 
School and Iowa State University (1933). At Hickam he served as the 
assistant to John Bergen, the post's chief landscape architect. Bergen 
came to Hawaii in 1937 and worked for the Quartermasters Corp as the 
chief landscape architect for Hickam until at least 1942. His activities 
during the war years are unknown, but after the war in 1947 he was 
employed by the Territory of Hawaii as the Assistant Director of the 
Department of Institutions, a position he held until 1955. After that year 
his name disappears from the Honolulu City Directory, and limited efforts 
to uncover his subsequent movements have not met with success. 

Additional construction funding was obtained in 1937, and work 
commenced on the water tower, operations building, a Quartermaster 
warehouse, post garage, and the first housing units. The latter included 
thirty-nine officers' quarters and dwellings for forty-two non-commissioned 
officers (NCO), which cost $790,608.11 to build. The initial phases of the 
primary and secondary electrical systems were also begun. 

By August 1937, the initial 3,000 feet of the airfield's runway was 
completed. This was sufficient to accommodate airplanes, and as a 
result, twelve men and four airplanes under the command of First Lt. 
Robert Warren, who were stationed at Luke Field on Ford Island, were 
ordered to man the installation on September 1, 1937. Although 
assigned to Hickam, this group was attached to Fort Kamehameha for 
rations, quarters, and medical support. 

In April 1938, with the possibility of war appearing more and more real, 
word was received to greatly increase the size of the garrison to be 
stationed at the post. Nurse's original plan called for eight barracks 
buildings to be constructed in the area now occupied by Building 1102 
and another eight on a lot on its mauka (mountain facing) side. Nurse 
considerably revised his plans to accommodate more quarters and to 
provide for a larger barracks capacity. 

Upon completing the layout plan revisions, Captain Nurse departed 
Hawaii in July 1938, having been assigned duties at Scott Field in Illinois, 
and two months later Hickam Airfield was officially activated on 
September 15, 1938. Nurse was replaced by Major John Hunt. The 
fiscal year 1939 appropriations provided sufficient moneys to build 
additional runways, gasoline and oil storage buildings, hangars for aircraft 
repair, and the large barracks building now designated as Building 1102. 
All these projects were under construction in early 1939. 

The initial construction phase for Hickam Airfield was completed by July 
1, 1939, with over 6.5 million dollars expended on the development of the 
installation. As a result the Army officially vacated Luke Field on October 
31, 1939, with airmen living in fifty-man tents in a "Tent City" built along 
the flight line, and then from January 1940 onward gradually moving into 
the barracks as the various wings were completed. 

In July 1939 another infusion of dollars allowed for the completion of the 
post. These moneys provided for the extension of road and utilities, and 
the construction of an officer's mess, an NCO recreation building, four 
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warehouses, a hospital, a post exchange (PX), a photo laboratory, 222 
officers' housing units and 284 NCO dwellings. In addition moneys were 
provided to complete the barracks building. In order to expedite the 
construction process, all building activity was placed directly under the 
Constructing Quartermaster Office on July 19, 1939, with Jozof B. A. Van 
Oort serving as the chief architect for this office. 

On June 22, 1940 Major Hunt left the islands, and the responsibility to 
oversee Hickam's final bits of construction fell upon the shoulders of First 
Lt. Terrence R. J. Hickey. 

Building 1102 

In an article on the construction of Hickam Field, Major Hunt noted, 

Every Army Post is distinguished by some 
characteristic or features from all others. Hickam 
Field is unique in several respects, wholly aside 
from its perfection of climate and setting and from 
the beauty and profusion of its semi-tropical plants 
and trees. No other station, for instance, can boast 
a single barracks capable of housing a complete 
Wing. Here, under a single roof, are housed and 
fed 3,000 men. Obvious advantages of such a plan 
were the economics possible in use of space, the 
greater economy of administration, and economy in 
first costs as compared with that of many separate 
barracks, each with its separate messing, 
recreational and administrative requirements. 
These economies were effected without sacrifice of 
quality of construction, completeness of 
appointments or comfort of the occupants. (Hunt, 
p. 143) 

Building 1102 was one of the last buildings to be constructed at Hickam 
Field prior to the start of World War II. In terms of dollars expended, the 
barracks was the second largest construction project to be undertaken at 
the air field during the pre-World War II period. Only the $1,170,424.52 
contract for the four double hangars surpassed Building 1102's 
$1,158,720.00 final cost. Described by the Quarlermaster Review as "a 
monster barracks," (Hunt, p. 141) it was the largest military barracks in 
the world at the time of its completion in 1940. 

The size of the building was a subject of debate between the Air Corps 
and the Quartermaster Corps. The former, headed by General Drum, 
preferred their troops to be housed in smaller individual units, while the 
latter were captivated by the possible economies of scale. The architects 
prevailed and the large barracks was designed by the U.S. Army 
Quartermaster Corps. Built by McKee Construction Company, the 
structure could house 3,200 men. In addition to the quarters, the building 
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also included two barber shops, two branches of the post exchange, a 
pair of tailor shops, medical dispensary, dayrooms, and a 26,741 square 
foot mess hall at the middle of the building. The mess hall could seat and 
feed two thousand people at a time at ten-men tables, and feed five 
thousand men in two hours. The cafeteria style serving line featured four 
forty foot long steam tables. The mess hall was administered by Lt. 
Colonel William C. Furman, and was manned twenty four hours a day 
with a staff of two hundred persons. A crew of four was assigned the 
exclusive duty of waxing the floors and another set of four men were 
assigned to wash the windows, taking eleven days to clean them all. 
Seventy-five palms adorned the dining area, drawing on a stock of two 
hundred twenty five in the nursery. 

The contract for the construction of the building was awarded to Robert E. 
McKee Construction Company of El Paso, Texas, who earlier had erected 
the first four hangar buildings at Hickam, as well as the officer quarters, 
warehouses, machine shops, and an engine-test facility. This firm had 
previously built the hangars at Hamilton Field in California for Nurse. 

Robert E. McKee (1889-1964) was born in Chicago, Illinois, and at the 
age of twenty brought a herd of cattle from New Mexico to El Paso, Texas 
by train and decided to stay. After working for the city of El Paso's 
engineering department as a draftsman, he opened his own construction 
company in 1913. During his first seven years in business he contracted 
for more than one million dollars worth of building in El Paso, Dallas, and 
Houston, and also further west in Arizona and New Mexico. Over the 
years his company continued to expand its geographic base and size, 
building a number of major projects, including several Hilton hotels in 
Texas, the docks and Marine Hospital at the naval base in San Diego, 
and Los Angeles' train depot and airport prior to working at Hickam. 
During World War II the company constructed Camp Bowie, the largest 
military center in Texas, and the facilities for the Los Alamos Atomic 
Energy Project in New Mexico. At its high point during the war McKee 
Construction Company was the largest private construction firm in the 
world, with 42,000 people on its payroll. During the 1950s the company 
undertook several buildings at the new United States Air Force Academy, 
including the Air Force Chapel, and in 1959 was awarded the contract for 
the new Los Angeles International Airport. Robert McKee died in 1964, 
and two decades later his company closed its doors. 

Construction on the new barracks commenced in early 1939, and by July 
1939 the walls of one wing had started to take shape and the street lights 
and palms along Vickers Avenue were in place. With the infusion of 
additional moneys in July 1939 more laborers were added to the 
construction team in order to place the building in operation as quickly as 
possible. By September 1, 1939 one wing was completed, its exterior 
oyster shell white walls gleaming in the sun. The building was sufficiently 
large that occupancy started in January 1940, before construction of all 
the other wings was completed. The mess hall, which fed the entire 
base, opened in August 1940 and the last set of men from the 11th 
Bombardment Group moved into their squad room on September 19, 
1940, filling the building to capacity. Construction was officially 



HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, BARRACKS 
HABS No. Hl-1~4j 

INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS (PAGE Y' 1,-t, 
completed by the end of that month. Despite the size of the building, it 
could not house all the airmen stationed at Hickam on the eve of World 
War II. As a result, a group of smaller temporary wooden barracks, 
dubbed "Termite City," were erected on the lands which Nurse had 
originally set aside, along with Building 1102's lot, for barracks use. 

The building contained five hot water generating plants and fifteen shower 
rooms. In addition to open bay sleeping quarters, each floor of each 
residential wing included squadron offices and a day room with one or 
two billiard tables. In addition, there were eleven squadron supply rooms. 
The two barbershops were located on the first floor and were managed by 
E. T. Miller. Similarly, two laundry and tailor outlets, which handled the 
soldiers' civilian clothes and uniforms, were operated by Walter Jhung. 

The Attack on Hickam Field, December 7. 1941 

On December 7, 1941 the Japanese made two attacks on the island of 
Oahu, with Pearl Harbor as their primary target. Intent on inflicting 
sufficient damage to the U.S. Fleet so it would be unable to interfere with 
Japanese conquest plans in the Pacific for at least the next six months, a 
force of 132 planes attacked the naval base. In addition another 51 
planes under the command of Lt. Commander Kukuichi Takahashi were 
assigned to hit the air fields at Wheeler, Hickam, Ewa, Kaneohe, and 
Ford Island. 

The aircraft that struck Hickam were not the first indication to base staff 
that an attack was underway. A number of torpedo bombers that bombed 
Pearl Harbor flew directly over Hickam while exiting from their targets. 
However, before anyone at Hickam could react to the Pearl Harbor 
attack, dive bombers and fighters were upon them. The first targets were 
those in and around the hangar area. Within the first few minutes the 
attack widened to include Building 1102, supply buildings, the base 
chapel, the enlisted men's beer garden and the guardhouse. In addition 
the dive bombers' and fighters' 7.7 millimeter machine guns shot at all 
visible aircraft and personnel. Within minutes the base was ablaze. 
Hangars 7, 11, and 15 were badly damaged, while Hangars 9 and 17 
suffered minor damage, and Hangars 2, 3, 4, and 5 went untouched. 
Building 1102 was repeatedly strafed and bombed. Chaos reigned as 
earthquake-like shocks rattled the building. Several soldiers broke into 
one of the supply rooms, only to find all the rifles locked in racks. The 
locks were broken and men armed with Springfield rifles and Colt .45 
automatics went out to fruitlessly engage the Japanese planes. Orders 
were given to vacate the building, but many who did so were mowed 
down by the strafing aircraft or bomb fragments. A dozen .SO-caliber 
machine gun emplacements were quickly set up in bomb craters near 
Building 1102 and on the adjoining parade grounds. Within a half hour a 
second wave of twenty seven Japanese planes descended on the air 
field. The horizontal bombers dropped their loads from a low level of 
approximately 150 feet and a high level of approximately 1,000 feet. In 
this attack buildings along the flight line, Building 1102, and the baseball 
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diamond next to the fire station, where the Japanese mistakenly believed 
underground fuels tanks were located, were the principal targets. 

Under a mutual aid agreement, twenty two firemen from the Palama and 
Kalihi Fire Stations in Honolulu responded to the alarm calling for help at 
Hickam Field. Upon their arrival, the first wave of the attack had passed 
and they found dead, dying and wounded bodies lying everywhere. 
Building 1102 was burning fiercely and a broken underground gas main 
near the base's entry was spewing flames dozens of feet into the air. The 
firemen reported to the base fire station only to discover it had been 
bombed and lay in ruin. One fire engine had driven about twenty feet 
before being strafed, its driver dead at the steering wheel. The air field's 
main water line had been hit by a bomb, leaving an enormous crater that 
was forming a lake, and as a result the fire hydrants were all dry. The fire 
company decided to try to draw water from the water filled crater, when 
the second wave of planes descended upon the base. For the ensuing 
fifteen minutes "hell rained down from the skies ... , seemingly striking 
everyone and everything in sight." (Arakaki and Kuborn, page 106) 
Following the second attack it took the fire fighters several hours to 
suppress all the fires on the base, including those in Building 1102. 

Seven ambulances and a number of other vehicles were dispatched from 
Hickam's forty bed hospital to pick up the casualties, mostly from the area 
of the flight line and Building 1102. At the hospital the wounded were 
treated and operated on, before being transferred to Tripler Hospital. The 
first woman to receive the Purple Heart in the history of the United States 
military was Lt. Anne G. Fox, the head nurse at the Hickam Station 
Hospital, who was awarded the medal for her "outstanding performance 
of duty" on December 7, 1941 (Sproule). 

In total the December 7 attack on Hickam resulted in the deaths of 121 
men, with another 274 wounded, and 37 declared missing. The missing, 
in all likelihood, were annihilated by direct or near direct hits from bombs. 
In addition, 64 aircraft were destroyed, and less than 79 planes on the 
entire island of Oahu were considered usable. 

Building 1102 was a major target in the December 7, 1941 Japanese 
attack on Hickam Field, and was the site of the most Army Air Force 
casualties that day. Of the approximately one hundred bombs dropped 
on Hickam that day, twenty seven hit the large barracks, inflicting heavy 
damage and killing many soldiers on the top two floors. In addition, the 
mess hall took a direct hit from a five hundred pound bomb, instantly 
killing thirty five men who were eating breakfast. Civilian cooks, who had 
taken refuge in the kitchen's walk-in refrigerator were killed by the 
concussion from another bomb which fell in the area. The marks from 
bullets and bomb fragments splattered the walls of the building on the 
interior and exterior, with some of the damage still readily visible today 
on many of the exterior walls. In addition several bullet holes can also be 
found on the interior of the building. Of all the buildings on base, Building 
1102 stands as the most vivid reminder of the December 7, 1941 attack. 
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The Role of Hickam Field and Building 1102 During World War II 

A little over two weeks after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Hickam Field and 
other locations in Hawaii, the Hawaiian Air Force Base Command, which 
in 1942 was renamed the Air Force Service Command, was established 
at Hickam Field on December 25, 1941. The formation of this command 
allowed the Army to separate the administrative problems associated with 
service and supply from the Air Corps' tactical functions and operations. 

During World War II Hickam Field primarily served as a location to train 
pilots, assemble aircraft, and provide supplies to air and ground troops in 
the Pacific area. The post employed approximately one thousand civilian 
employees, a number of whom built P-39 and P-40 fighter planes. The 
parts were shipped from the mainland to Honolulu in crates, then 
assembled at Hickam for use in the Pacific Theater. Planes from Hickam 
also transported troops and supplies to forward areas and evacuated the 
wounded. After March 1944, when the first contingent of WAC (Women's 
Army Corps) to serve in the Pacific arrived at Hickam, approximately two 
hundred female soldiers helped handle this transport responsibility. This 
task was not only performed during World War II, but also was resumed 
during the Korean and Vietnamese conflicts. 

In early 1942 camouflage, in the form of paint and netting, was applied to 
all major structures at Hickam Field, including Building 1102. To house 
soldiers and airmen during the war a number of temporary, wood frame 
barracks were erected at Hickam Field, as were small unit mess halls. 
The intention was to disperse the troops to various areas, rather than 
have them concentrated in one single potential target location. Building 
1102 was partially repaired and supported a number of activities, with the 
former mess hall used as a gymnasium. Parts of the building may have 
served as a barracks, but it was not until 1955-1956 that the building was 
completely renovated for barracks use. 

Post-World War II Use of Building 1102 

Following World War II the Hawaiian Air Depot assumed command of 
Hickam Field, as with the coming of peace the combat arm figured less 
prominently. 

In September 1947, the Army Air Corps was made a separate branch of 
the military, the United States Air Force. It took a number of months for 
this organizational change to be fully implemented and it was not until 
April 15, 1948 that Hickam Field was redesignated as Hickam Air Force 
Base, in accordance with General Orders Number 10, Head Quarters U. 
S. Air Force, Department of the Air Force, Washington D.C. 

During the immediate post-war period sections of Building 1102 were 
used as a barracks, and in 1948, following the Air Force's taking 
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command of Hickam, a contest was held to give the massive structure a 
name. Out of twenty five entries, Pfc. Oberto C. Ortega of the 1451h 

AACS won the $25 first prize with the name "Hale Makai" (Home by the 
Sea), a name which the building still retains. Second place went to 
Master Sergeant Travis L. Sartain for the name, "Harmon Barracks" and 
third place went to Master Sergeant H. G. Covington for "Bedside Manor." 
Other suggested names included "Wahine Kapu" (Women Forbidden) 
and "Concrete Monstrosity." 

The Kitchen and Mess Hall (Wings K and M) underwent repairs in 1952-
1953, as the damaged asphalt tile flooring was repaired and the last of 
the basketball backboards were removed from the walls of the Mess Hall. 
The cook's sleeping quarters on the second floor of Wing K were 
converted to storage and part of Wing M's roof structure was 
reconstructed, all following plans prepared by the Quartermaster Corps. 

In 1955 the Air Force contracted with the Honolulu architectural firm of 
Rothwell & Lester to renovate Building 1102, so it could once again be 
completely utilized as a barracks. 

This work involved major reconstruction and repair work to the floors and 
walls of Wings F, I, and J, and roof repairs to a number of the wings' roofs 
(see Fig.28). The latter project also placed ventilators back on the roofs. 
The interior of the building was reconfigured, with the barbershops, PX 
branches, and tailor shops disappearing from the first floors of Wings B 
and H. A launderette was placed in each of these wings, and the 
remainder of their space was devoted to storage. Day rooms 
disappeared from all the protruding wings with exception of the first floors 
of Wings A, C, D, E, F, G, and I. The day rooms previously found in the 
wings of the upper floors were now utilized as squad rooms, with only four 
day rooms on each upper floor, two each in Wings B and H. Screened 
openings were converted to windows. One new element was introduced 
into Wing C, a television room (see Fig. 31 ), providing the residents of the 
building a limited opportunity to gather to watch local programming, which 
had started in Hawaii with the opening of KGMB on December 1, 1952. 

Shortly after the completion of this major renovation to the building, on 
July 1, 1957 the Head Quarters Far East Air Forces was relocated from 
Japan to Hickam Air Force Base, and this command was redesignated 
the Pacific Air Forces (PACAF). To house the new command one 
thousand men were relocated out of five wings of Building 1102 into 
fifteen World War II barracks buildings in Area 61 (Earhart Village), and 
approximately half of Building 1102 was converted to serve as the Pacific 
Air Forces headquarters building (HQPACAF), a function it retains to this 
day. 

Thomas A. Bourne & Associates of Washington D.C. were given the 
commission to redesign the mauka (mountain facing) end of Building 
1102, which included the three floors of Wings F, G, H, I, and J, into 
administrative spaces, including a ninety-six seat commanding officer's 
conference room. An elevator was installed in Wing HAlso, a new two 
and a half story addition, Wing N, was designed to connect G and I wings 
and provide the building with a more imposing entry statement with a 
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black lava rock veneer accentuating the exterior wall of the new wing on 
either side of the entry, boldly defining the open portals that accessed the 
building at ground level. The use of the black lava rock was typical of this 
period in Hawaii's architectural history, and the treatment wrapped around 
the corner of the entry and lined both walls of the corridor which led to 
Wing N's longitudinal hallway between Wings G and I. 

Parking for the building was also expanded, as the existing paved parking 
lot that stood mauka (on the mountain facing side) of the building on the 
northwest portion of the former parade grounds, was doubled in size to 
incorporate all the open lawn space that lay between the parking lot and 
Hangar Avenue. 

Honolulu architect Louis Pursel oversaw the project, and a $1,227,600 
contract was awarded on February 12, 1957 to Pacific Construction 
Company to undertake the work, and the remodeling was completed on 
February 28, 1958. In 1960, to improve communications between office a 
pneumatic tube system was installed in Wings F and G. 

Gradually more and more space in Building 1102 was converted into 
office use. In 1959 the end of the first floor of Wing E was converted into 
offices for the Command, and in 1961 the remainder of Wing E's first floor 
followed suit. Most likely the door at the end of Wing E was added in 
1959 to service the new offices. A three hundred ton air conditioner was 
introduced to service the first floor of Wing E in 1962, and also in that 
year a suspended aluminum frame ceiling was installed on the first floor 
of that wing. The second and third floors of Wing E were converted to 
Head Quarters Command's office use in 1963. Also in 1963 Wing L 
began to shift from residential to administrative functions, with its first floor 
converted into offices 

The Air Men's living conditions also improved as Wing C underwent a 
$128,713 transformation in 1960 and a year later Wing A underwent a 
$155,575 modification. Also in 1961, Wing D's open bays were divided 
into semi-private rooms, at a cost of $139,097. 

In 1967 the upper floors of Wings B, D and L were converted for the use 
of Head Quarters Major Command through a $226,653 contract, and on 
December 16, 1967 the dorm capacity for the building was rerated from 
841 men to 765 men. Fifteen months later, in March 1969, the dorm 
capacity was lowered to 739 men, and finally by mid-1975 the building 
ceased to serve as an enlisted men's barracks. 

While Wing M continued to function as a mess hall, its mezzanine areas 
were taken over for Head Quarters Major Command functions in 1965. In 
1966 the mauka ( end nearest the mountains) part of the mess hall was 
converted to office use, and an 80' x 120' second floor was added over 
this section. The makai (end nearest the ocean) side of the mess hall 
was converted to offices in 1973, but it wasn't until 1985 that Wing K 
underwent a major transformation with the addition of a full second floor. 

The building continues to function today as the PACAF administration 
building. 
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Records held at the 151h Airlift Wing's History Office proved invaluable for 
tracing the history of the development of Hickam Field and Building 1102 
in the years prior to World War II. The historic photographs contained in 
this report all derive from their collection. 

Through records found in the base real estate office, much of the post-
1957 conversion of Building 1102 from barracks to administrative 
functions was able to be traced. In addition facilities management holds 
an extensive, albeit incomplete, collection of original architectural 
drawings for the building which date from 1938 to the present. The table 
below lists the major drawings consulted in the preparation of this report. 

Architectural Drawings: 

Drawing Title Date Sheets Drawer 
Number 
6812-40 to Original Plans Building Oct. 12, 40 227 
375 1102, A. C. Barracks 1938 
6812-367 Hickam Field, T. H., Oct. 12, 17 224 

A.C. Barracks 1938 
H100/753 Rehabilitation and July 26, 20 220 

Additions to Kitchen, 1951 
Cafeteria & Mess Hall 

HIC-36-05-01 Rehabilitation and August 25 229 
Reconstruction of One 19, 1952 
Permanent Mess Buildinq 

HIC-21-01-01 Rehabilitation of Building 51 Jan 19, 33 229 
Airman Dormitory 1955 

HIC-57-C-1 Conversion of Building 51- Dec. 22, 72 228 
55 1956 

H100/2802 Maintain Dormitories May 14, 70 221 
1965 

H100/2722 Install Communication March 8, 7 221 
Equipment, Building 1102 1966 

H100/3261 Alter Various Wings, May 21, 8 221 
Building 1102 1969 

H100/3839 Convert Wing M, Building July 31, 17 222 
1102 1973 
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Project Information: The 151h Airlift Wing (15 AW) proposes to undertake a ten to twelve year 
phased renovatation of Building 1102. In accordance with 36 CFR Part 
800, implementing regulations of Section 106, National Historic 
Preservation Act, the 15 AW has consulted with the Hawaii State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO), the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation (AC) and other parties, and has agreed in a Programmatic 
Agreement to document the Building 1102 and its surrounding historic 
landscape in accordance with HABS and HALS standards prior to 
undertaking the proposed renovations. This photo documentation and 
recordation fulfills that agreement. 

This report was prepared under a Historic Preservation Services contract 
(W9128A-07-T-0021) awarded to Cultural Surveys Hawaii, the prime 
contractor, by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This project is being 
supervised by Kanalei Chun, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Hawaii. The 
photographic documentation was undertaken by David Franzen, 
photographer. Dr. Don Hibbard, a qualified architectural historian, 
prepared the written documentation. The field work and research for this 
report was conducted by him in September through December 2009. 
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USGS Map Depicting Location of Building 1102. ~ q 
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Fig. 2. Building 1102, Basic Floor Plan (not to scale). 'J;,D 
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Fig. 3. Nurse Plan for Hickam with eight individual barracks proposed for the site on 
which Building 1102 was built. 
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Fig. 4. Aerial View from Pearl Harbor of Hickam Field, January 25, 1939, Construction on ~ 
Building 1102 Commenced. 



Fig. 5. Building 1102 Under Construction. 

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE, BARRACKS 
HABS No. Hl-164-1 

INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS (PAGE~ 

j~ 



Fig. 6. Plant Nursery at Hickam Field. 
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Fig. 7. Aerial View of Building 1102, October 22, 1940, shortly after the completion of the 
building. 
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Fig. 8. Building 1102, 1940, Looking towards Wings F and G. 
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