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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
 

ADDENDUM TO 
 

FOOD WAREHOUSE 
(Building No. 271)  

HABS No. HI-122 
 
Location: Beritania Street, Kalaupapa Settlement, Kalaupapa National Historical Park, 

Island of Molokai, Kalawao County, Hawaii 
  

The Food Warehouse at Kalaupapa National Historical Park is located at latitude:  
21.190000, longitude:  -156.984480.  The coordinate represents a point at the 
center of the Food Warehouse and was obtained in 2016 using Google Earth 
(WGS84). There is no restriction on its release to the public. 

 
Significance: The Kalaupapa Food Warehouse was built in 1932 and expanded in 1937 as part 

of an initiative by the Hawaiian Board of Hospitals to improve facilities for 
Hansen’s disease patients quarantined in the Village of Kalaupapa on the north 
coast of Molokai.  This two-story reinforced concrete structure greatly improved 
the facilities available for food storage and distribution in the isolated community. 

 
Description: The Food Warehouse is a two-story, three by five bay, reinforced concrete block 

structure with Art Deco accents on the roof parapet and a matching one-story, one 
by two bay addition on the east side elevation.  Rectangular in footprint, the long 
side of the Warehouse sits parallel to the water at the Kalaupapa Settlement 
landing and the main entrance doorway is on the shorter north/northwest elevation 
closely adjacent to the landing wharf.  The concrete walls have exterior piers at 
the corners and between each window bay.  The corners of these piers are 
chamfered on the upper two-thirds.  The utilitarian building has other Art Deco-
inspired ornament including a repeating motif of stacked raised rectangles at the 
top of each pier.  A smaller version of this motif appears along the parapet above 
each window opening.   

 
The Food Warehouse has regularly spaced windows with a replacement vinyl 
covered wood sash set directly into the masonry wall.1  The windows on the south 
elevation of the addition have a sill.  The pairs of window sash are two light wire 
glass arrangements with a fixed sash on the top and a movable crank arm awning 
sash on the bottom.  All the window openings on the west elevation (facing the 
water) have been filled with concrete block.  The main doorway is located at the 
center of the original north /northwest elevation, with a similar two-leaf opening 
on the north elevation of the addition.  These openings have replacement wood 

                                                      
1 The 1977 Inventory notes that some of the first floor window openings had been filled with concrete block with six 
light industrial metal sash on the second floor and wood frame jalousie on the addition.  See Collection KALA-
00095, Architectural Evaluation, Kalaupapa, Hawaii, (1977), Kalaupapa National Historical Park Archives. 
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veneer doors with simple mitred trim; at the main door there are nine fixed lights 
in the top half of each leaf.  The door opening at the center bay of the east side 
elevation has been filled with concrete block.  All three doorways have 
cantilevered concrete overhangs supported by triangular concrete brackets.   
 
The main roof of the Warehouse is surrounded by a parapet with a decorative step 
at the north and south facades.  The parapet has an added coping.  The nearly flat 
roof is sloped to the sides for drainage with scuppers through the parapet to 
downspouts at the corners.  There are two metal ventilators placed in round roof 
openings.   

 
 On the interior the warehouse is one large space in the main block with a small 

wood frame office at the northeast corner and a mezzanine around the second 
floor level.  The interior walls and ceiling are unfinished concrete with visible 
formwork imprints.  Square concrete columns with chamfered corners support the 
mezzanine and the roof above.  The second floor columns are thinner than the 
first.  This concrete post and beam structural system includes roof beams with a 
subtle pointed arch at the center bay and a slight angle to the side bays.  The 
concrete floor is scored into large squares.  There is a straight run concrete 
staircase rising from the center of the warehouse up to the mezzanine.  The stair 
and the edge of the mezzanine have metal pipe railings.  A pair of 2 x 8” boards 
propped on the stairs seems to be intended for wheeling hand trucks up and down 
more easily.  There are metal eyes embedded in the ceiling for hoisting heavy 
items to the upper level through openings in the pipe railing.  There are 
handwritten chalk labels on various interior beams indicating the items stored 
there (“Coffee”, “Chili Pepper,” “Sauerkraut,” “Raisins” ) and which part of the 
settlement is being supplied (“Leprosarium,” “Food Dept.,” “Bishop,” “Staff Row 
Supplies,” “Warehouse Supplies”).  The west wall is heavily spalled and has been 
reinforced with CMU piers.   

 
The office built into the northeast corner has lightly framed tongue and groove 
wood walls.  The door here is a simple one leaf door with screen in the top half, a 
small lever handle, and a plain molding surround.  The west side of this office 
next to the doorway is a long cased window opening with three wood frame 
sashes.  The center sash slides and is filled with wire screen.  The built-in counter 
in this space has drawers and cabinets with hardware that appears to date to the 
1960s.  At the addition the opening is filled with a wood door and a partial side 
light.  A large cased window opening is at the original exterior east wall between 
the office and the addition.  The floor of the addition is covered with eight inch 
asphalt tile.   
 
Interior lighting includes a wall mounted incandescent fixture over the doorway 
with a curved pipe base and green porcelain coated metal shade.   In addition the 
ceiling fixtures throughout the warehouse space have porcelain-coated metal 
shades.  In the office there is a porcelain ceiling fixture with an exposed 
incandescent bulb and external conduit. 
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History:  Hansen’s disease, commonly known as leprosy, is a disfiguring bacterial disease 

feared for centuries and often resulting in the forced isolation of its unfortunate 
sufferers.  In the Hawaiian Islands, Hansen’s disease emerged in the early 
nineteenth century and spread through the native population.  Anxiety about the 
disease prompted King Kamehameha V and his Board of Health to purchase an 
isolated peninsula on the north coast of Molokai in 1865 to quarantine men, 
women and children exhibiting signs of infection.  The initial settlement of 
Kalawao was located on the east side of the peninsula, but development began to 
shift to the village of Kalaupapa on the drier west side by the late nineteenth 
century.  In the early 1930s the Territorial Government of Hawaii launched an 
initiative to improve community facilities in the modest “industrial” area near the 
Kalaupapa wharf (Figure 1).  New buildings included a Food Warehouse, Post 
Office/Courthouse, Gas Station, and the Patient Store. 
 
Starting in June 1931 the Board of Hospitals began discussing plans for “the 
proposed rehabilitation and improvements at Kalaupapa.”2  Guy Rothwell, an 
architect on the Board, raised the question of bringing in a private architectural 
firm to assist.  Superintendent of Public Works Lyman H. Bigelow was invited to 
the next meeting, where he assured the Board that “he and his department are 
prepared to proceed with the preparation of detailed plans as soon as the Board 
submits to him a general scheme covering what is desired.”3  Bigelow allowed 
that although he preferred that the responsibility for detailed plans and 
specifications of individual buildings remain solely within his department, outside 
architectural assistance for a general plan of development at Kalaupapa would be 
acceptable.  The minutes do not reveal whether a private architect was involved in 
the reconfiguration of the area around the Kalaupapa wharf but Board of Public 
Works architects proceeded with plans for the new buildings.  A preliminary plan 
reviewed on December 30, 1931 allowed the Board to “discuss the location of the 
warehouse, post office, service station, bakery and store at Kalaupapa.”4  The 
locations were agreed upon and work on the detailed plans authorized.   
 
At this time 737 patients were living at Kalaupapa; receiving and storing food 
supplies for them and the many staff living in the settlement was a pressing need.5  
The preliminary plan for a new warehouse was approved at the March 3, 1932 
meeting of the Board of Leper Hospitals and Settlement.6   However Kalaupapa 

                                                      
2 Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Leper Hospitals and Settlement, (17 June 1931), Volume 1, Series 330 - 
Minutes of the Board of Leper Hospitals and Settlement, 1931-49, Records of the Department of Health, Hawaii 
State Archives, Honolulu, HI [hereafter Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, Series 330, Hawaii State Archives]. 
3 Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, (24 June 1931), Volume 1, Series 330, Hawaii State Archives. 
4 Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, (30 December 1931), Volume 1, Series 330, Hawaii State Archives. 
5 [Typescript], Annual Report of the Superintendent of Kalaupapa, Fiscal Year 1932, Folder - Annual Reports of 
Superintendent of Kalaupapa FY Ending 1932-34, Box 30, Series 260 Records Relating to Hansen’s Disease, 1866-
1981, Records of the Department of Health, Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu, HI. 
6 Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, (3 March 1932), Volume 1, Series 330, Hawaii State Archives. 
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Superintendent Cooke requested that the location of the Warehouse be changed to 
immediately adjacent to the landing wharf “for the reason that it would add 
materially to the expense of bringing perishable good under cover on steamer 
days if the warehouse were to be built adjoining the store.”7  This change was 
approved and final plans prepared.  On April 13 the Department of Public Works 
was directed to complete the contract specifications and advertise for bids.  In 
May two identical bids were received and the contract needed to be readvertise.  
At this time the DPW suggested that reinforced concrete construction could be 
done for the same cost and it was agreed to call for alternate bids.  The records do 
not indicate what construction material was original proposed.  On May 25 a bid 
was accepted of $7,400 from Mr. C. W. Widstedt for reinforced concrete 
construction.  Construction proceeded through 1932.  The final shipment of finish 
materials arrived on the December 26 steamer, with an anticipated completion 
date of January 20, 1933 for the Warehouse.8 
 
In his Annual Report for fiscal year 1933 the Superintendent of Kalaupapa noted:   
 

After a series of prolonged and irritating delays the general warehouse 
located at the Kalaupapa landing was completed in January 1933 and 
shortly thereafter placed in service … The unit is well constructed and 
proving a very valuable and convenient point of receiving and storing 
supplies.  The time consumed in discharging the weekly steamer has been 
reduced approximately 50%.9  

 
Just a few years later, $2,550 was authorized for an addition to the Warehouse.  
The small, one-story extension on the east elevation was designed for receiving 
and storing freight sent to patients.  The materials for the addition were delivered 
in September 1937 and it was completed by December.10  Installation of a derrick 
at the landing in late 1940 to assist with unloading deliveries completed the 
improvements to the Kalaupapa landing in this period.11 

 
Successful treatment of Hansen’s disease with antibiotics in the post-World War 
II years led to the opening of the community at Kalaupapa and the lifting of the 
mandatory quarantine in 1969.  The unique history of the site was recognized by 
the establishment of Kalaupapa National Historical Park in 1980.  However the 
natural geographic boundaries of the peninsula combined with the desire of the 

                                                      
7 Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, (17 March 1932), Volume 1, Series 330, Hawaii State Archives. 
8 Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, (13 April 1932), (11 May 1932), (25 May 1932), (28 December 1932), Volume 
1, Series 330, Department of Health Records, Hawaii State Archives. 
9 [Typescript], Annual Report of the Superintendent of Kalaupapa, Fiscal Year 1933, Box 30, Series 260, 
Department of Health Records, Hawaii State Archives. 
10 Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, (15 December 1936), (21 September 1937), Volume 2, Series 330; Monthly 
Statistical and Narrative Reports, (December 1937), Box 30, Series 260, Department of Health Records, Hawaii 
State Archives. 
11 Minutes of the Board of Hospitals, (20 August 1940), Volume 3, Series 330, Department of Health Records, 
Hawaii State Archives. 
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remaining patients to maintain their homes means that Kalaupapa is still a very 
isolated community.  The Food Warehouse is currently vacant but remains a 
visually striking presence at the Kalaupapa landing. 

 
Sources: Annual Reports of the Superintendent of Kalaupapa, Fiscal Year 1932-34 

[typescripts], Box 30, Series 260, Department of Health Records, Hawaii State 
Archives. 

 
 Collection KALA-00095, Architectural Evaluation, Kalaupapa, Hawaii, (1977), 

Kalaupapa National Historical Park Archives. 
 

Monthly Statistical and Narrative Reports by the Superintendent of Kalaupapa, 
July 1934-June 1936, Box 30, Series 260 Records Relating to Hansen’s Disease, 
1866-1981, Records of the Department of Health, Hawaii State Archives, 
Honolulu, HI. 

 
Series 330 – Minutes of the Board of Leper Hospitals and Settlement, 1931-49, 
Records of the Department of Health, Hawaii State Archives, Honolulu, HI. 

 
Historian: Lisa Pfueller Davidson, Ph.D., HABS Historian 
 
Project 
Information: Documentation of the Food Warehouse and other Kalaupapa Settlement buildings 

was undertaken in November 2016 by the Historic American Buildings Survey 
(HABS), Heritage Documentation Programs (HDP), National Park Service 
(Catherine C. Lavoie, Chief, HABS; Richard O’Connor, Chief, HDP). The project 
was sponsored by Kalaupapa National Historical Park (KALA), Erika Stein 
Espaniola, Superintendent. Funding was provided in part by Hawaii Pacific Parks 
Association. Project planning was coordinated by Todd Croteau (HAER Architect 
and acting KALA Cultural Resources Manager). Field recording and measured 
drawings were completed by Dana Lockett (HAER Architect), Daniel De Sousa 
(HABS Architect), Ryan Pierce (HALS Architect), and Paul Davidson (HABS 
Architect). Lisa Pfueller Davidson (HABS Historian) served as project historian. 
Todd Croteau also prepared large-format photographs. Valuable assistance was 
provided by the staff of Kalaupapa National Historical Park. 

 
 


